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The compilation of tins work was undertaken 
at the request of the University ot Calcutta tp assist 
the studies of those who were desirous of competing 
for its honours The author has been encouraged 
to publish an edition in this country on the kind 
assurance of friends that it may abo be found useful 
by thoso who are in search of a brief and compen 
dious narrative of the progress of the British empire 
m India So far as historical truth can be discovered, 
Vie is prepared to voudh lor the accuracy of the facts 
detailed in it and he is not without a hope that 
Ins efforts to present an impartial and trustworthy 
opinion on the various transactions which have been 
the subject and the sport of party feeling may be 
found no t 4 n I together unsuccessful 
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For the -information of tho English reader, it is 
requisite to intimate that ft crore of rupees is a million 
sterling ; a laa of rupees, 10,000f. ; a gold rnohur, 82*. ; 
a pagoda, 8s.; and a rupee, 2s.; also that a maun is 
equivalent to 82 lbs., and a seer to 2 lbs. 
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HARI.Y nurOBT to the giiuzxi kvasiov 
_ , . . Isdia is bounded on the north and the east by 

DoanJirin *nd • v 

iJiTmon* at the Himalaya mountains, on the west by the 
Indus, and on the south by the sea Its length 
from Cashmere to Cape Comorin 13 1,900 miles , its breadth from 
Kurrachee to Sudiya, in Assam, 1,500 miles The superficial 
contents are 1,287,000 infies* and the population, under British 
and native rule, is now estimated at 200,000,000 It is 
crossed from east to west bj a chain of mountains called the 
Yindya, at Vic base of which flows the Nerbudda The 
country to the north of this nver is generally designated 
Hindostan, ariU that t» the # sonth of it the Deccan Hindostan 
is composed of the basin of the Indns on one side, and of the 
Gauges on the other, vnth the great sandy desert on the 
west, and an elevated tract now called, from its position, 

* Central India The Deccan has on its northern boundaiy a 
chain of mountains running parallel with the Vindya, to the 
south of which stretches a table lanj} of triangular form, ter- 
minating at Cape Comorin, with ^he western Ghauts, on the 
western coast, and the eastern Ghauts, of minor altitude, on 
the opposite coast * Between the Ghants 3nd the sea lies a 
narrow belt -of land which runs round f he whole peninsula- 
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OimWVw'y ef Of tl*,* ancient history on chronology of the 
uirwntoo*. Hindoos there are no credible memorials. Tho 
history vims compiled by jmets, who drew on their imagination 
for tin ir facts, and the chronology was computed by astro- 
nomers, u ho Im e nude the *n<xct*t\e opes of the w odd to ror- 
n>JK>ml with tho conjunctions of the heavenly bodies. The 
age of the world is tjius divided into four periods : the sutiti 
yoyu, extending to 1,728,000, and the second, or tretn yoy», to 
1,290,000 jeara; tlio thin!, or tlie dirrpur comprises 
801,000 years; and tlie fourth, or Luke yoyw, is predicted tn 
last 192,000 years. A hripa, or a day of Brumba, is com* 
posed of a tliotmnd such pTiods, or -1,020,000,000 year?. 
Extravagant ns these calculations may appear, they are out- 
done by the Burmese, who affirm that the lives of tho ancient 
inhabitants extended to a period equal to the sum of erery 
drop of min which falls on the surface of the globe in three 
years. Tho dates given for the first three ages must, there- 
fore, be rejected ns altogether imagmaiy, while the com- 
mencement of the fourth, or present age, which coi rosfwnds, 
to a certain degree, with the authentic ci-ib of oilier nations, 
may ho received ns generally correct. 

Early hi.torj of India is designated by native writers Bharut- 
the Hindoos, vujsu, from king Bharut, who is said to hare 
reigned over the whole country. That he did not enjoy 
universal monarchy in India is certain, though he was doubt- 
less one of the earliest and most T( nowned of its rulers ; but 
this fact loses all historical value when we are told in the 
stnsteis that be reigned ten thons uid ‘years, and, on his 
death, was transformed into a deer. Urns do wo plod our 
way through darkness and mystery ; nt every step fact is 
confounded with fable, and all our researches end only in 
conjecture. The ongical settlers arc identified with the 
various tubes of Bhccle, C<lcs, Goods, Meenas, and Chooara, 
still living in a state almost of nature, in the forests of tho 
Soane, the Uerbudda, and the MuhanndSoe, and in the hills 
of burgooja and Cliota Ivagpore. Their languages have no 
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affinity with the Sanscrit, *ird their religion differs from Hm- 
dooism In those fastnesses, amulst all the revolutions which 
Iiave convulsed India, they have continued to maintain un 
changed, their original ^implicit} of hal its, creed, and speech 
Thej wee apparently driven from the plams by fre h co’oiues 
of emigrants , and these w ere in their turn conquered by the 
Hindoos who brought their religion and, language with them 
from regions beyond the Inlus, and, having reduced the inha 
bitants to a servile condition, branded them with th£ name of 
soodras Of the fotr Hindoo castes, three arc designated the 
twice born which seer to lad '•ate that they all belonged to 
the conquering race, although the term is now applied excla 
sively to brahmins In *he Institutes of Munoo reference is 
also made to cities governed by soodras, which the twice born 
were forbidden to enter, and the allusion evidently appl es to 
soodra chiefs who continnqjl to maintain their independeuc 
after the Hindoo invasion 

Th- Ilindoos who originally crossci the Indns took pos- 
sess oa of a small tract of land, 100 miles north west of Delhi 
aoot t 05 miles by 30, which was considered the residence of 
gods and holy sages wlulc the l rahmins appear to have sub- 
*r quently occup ed the country north of the Jumna and the 
Ganges strctcl mg to the confines of north Behar The 
India of the \ edns of Munoo, aud the earliest writers was 
exclusively confined to the region north of the Nerbudda and 
comprised l>ut*a small spor^on even of that limited quarter 
It was m the north that the four places of greatest sanctitv 
were situated during the carl} ages though the Deccan now 
contains mauy places of d stmguislied merit The north was 
*ako the seat of the solar and lunar races the scene of clnva) 
roi s adventures, and the abode of all tho^c w ho are celebrate I 
in the legends, the mythology ami the ph lo^ojhy of the 
ITtn loos Even in the polished *ge in wL h the Ramayun 
an 1 tl c SInbal 1 anit were composed, the south w as the land 
of falle the dwell *g of l ears aid monkeys and it was no! 
tiU a vet} late penod that the^t apes and goblins an l mow 
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fitcrs were transfoftned into orthodox Hindoos It must, 
therefore, be distinctly brrne in mind tint the revolutions 
described in the sacred boohs of the Hindoos belong to Hin- 
dostan, and not to the Deccan 

me ten Somdiof the Poorans describe India as having 

& isions &nd been formerly divided into ten kingdoms, of 
language! these fiv<e were situated in Hmdostan, — Some 
wuttee, compnsing the Punjab, Cunouj embracing Delhi, 
Agra, aftd Oude , Tirhoot, from the Coosee to the Gunduh , 
Gour, or Bengal, with a portion of Behar , and Giizerat, which 
evidently included Candcsh, and part of Mali va Five are 
assigned to the Deccan, — Muharastru, or the Mahrntta conn- 
try on the western coast, and Orissa on the eastern coast , 
Telmgana, lying between the Godavezy and the Kistna, 
Dravira, or the Tamul country, stretchmg down to Cape 
Comorin , and Camnta ou the wgstem face of the peninsula 
In correspondence with these divisions, which are compara 
tivcly modem, ten languages, of similar names, are enume- 
rated as being current in them Of these, the language of 
the five divisions of Hmdostan, as well as the Mabratta and 
the Orissa are branches of the Sanscrit, modified by the mix 
ture of local and foreign words, and new inflections The 
Teloogoo— spoken in Tehngana — as well as the Tamul and 
the Camnta belong, however, to a distinct family, and the 
only Sanscrit words found m them are those which have 
reference to rehgious observance^ The bralimms, crossing 
the Indus, brought their own language from the west, where 
it was in constant use — as the ancient inscriptions to Persia 
testify — and diffused it through the north of India in connei - t 
tion with their religion It thus became gradually mixed up 
with the dialects of the different provinces, which at length 
lost their original disturb ions The word Sanscrit signifies 
refined, and that language* bears every indication of having 
received the improvements of the literati for many centuries, 
till it became the most exquisite medium of communication In 
the world. 
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HeVedu*. The worship taught in ^he Yedns ms the 
> earliest form of the Hindoo rel gion, nnd was in- 

troduced into Hindoatan by a body of priest , w bo crossed the 
Indus either in the tram of a conqueror or on a mission of 
pro«=elytism, possibly 1 400 years before o8r era. The Yedusarc 
a collection of hymns, prayers, and precepts, composed bj 
different author's at different periods aqd were delivered down 
orally till the time of Yyasn, the bastard son of a fi-her- 
woman, though, on bis father’s side, of royal lineage, who 
employed four brahmins to collect and arrange them Their 
leading doctrine t> the unit} of God, and the various divinitae**, 
the personification of the elements, whom the devotee is re- 
quired to invoke, are manifestations of the Supreme Being 
The gods arc mentioned, it is true, but without any pre 
eminence, and never as objects of adoration , nnd there is no 
trace of the legends of £nshnu and Sivu to be found m 
them In that carl\ age, indeed, there appears to have been 
no images, and no visible types of worship Though the 
cu tom& and habits of the Hindoos are said to be immutable, 
vet, strange to say in a countrv winch still regards the Yedns 
with profound veueration as the great fountain of religion, 
the ntnal the} prescribe has become so obsolete that the man 
w ho ventured to regulate his devotions ty it would be con 
eidorcd w the light of an infidel 

J»ext w ordtr comes the work called the 
‘ Institutes qf Slunoo,” a code of rules and pre 
ccpts religious and sccnlar, collected together about 900 
}oare before our * ra and attributed to Munoo Itinculcatts 
the worship of the element-*, of the heavenly bodies and of in 
fenor deities , but none of the objects of modem worship are 
alluded to Brundia u> mentioned more tl an once but the 
names of ^ nlinoo and c ivu do noj occur Idols art noticed 
and one passage enjoins that tl*y shall be respected but the 
adoration of them is ducountenanced. The caste of brahmins is 
m this code placed o i an equahtj with the god. and endowed 
with extraordmar} pnvile 0 es , bnt they were at the same time 
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married at an early age to Sceta, the freighter rf the ling 
of Mithila, another branch of the solar hne, whose capital lay 
within a hundred miles of Oudc He passed many years with 
her in rehgious retirement in the forest till she was earned off 
by Ravunu, the king of Ceylon Rami assembled a large 
tu my, and ha\ mg m his progress secured the assistance of the 
king of the monkeys, marched southward through the great 
forest of Dunduku, which terminated on tbe bauks of the 
Cavery That forest is descubcd os the abode of ftoly sages 
and devotees, and of apes and bears Crossing the Cavery, 
Parnu entered on Junustan, or the abode of men — the con- 
tinental territory of Ravunu The expedition was crowned 
v. ith success, and Ramu recovered lus wife , but having in 
advertently caused the death of lus brother, he cast himself 
into a river, and as the Ilindoo writers affirm, was reunited to 
tho deity The expedition.of Ramu was the most chivalrous 
exploit of that age, more especially when we consider the 
very limited resources of the 1 mgdom of Oudc, with twom 
dependent sovereigns — ono at Mithila, and the othe at 
Denarcs, — within a hundred and fifty miles of lus .capital lie 
is, perhaps, the earliest of deified hcioes, as his age is 
generally fixed at 1,200 years before our era, though on 
calculation^ by no means satisfactory 
rhe The next great event in the heroic age of India 

Mu abhinu. was tl “ great vv ar, celebrated in another Hindoo 
epic, tho Muhabharift «Tho main object of this poem is to 
commemorate the exploits of Knshnu, another deified hero 
w ho took a prominent part in the contest beta ecu the Pand >os 
and the Kooroos, two branches of the lunar line, for the 
possession of nustmapore, situated in the neighbourhood of 
Delhi 1 oodibtheer, the chief of the Paudcos w is resolved, 
it is said, to celebrate the sacrifice#! the horse which imj I cd 
the possession of supreme dominion. The K oroos tmnteu 
with indguationat thisarrogmt assumption, and their chief, 
umblc to prevent it, hid recourse to artifice He engaged 
loodisthccr m deep play, a id ledlumon to stake lus wife uud 
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his kingdom, both dl which w cro lost at one throw of tho 
<ltco, nnd he was obliged to go into exile for twelve years., 
Kmlinu, n BCionof tltcrojal family at Mnttn, on the Ganges, 
had already signalled himself m a conflict with the Jang of 
Mugudu, in south c Debar, and now, in conjunction with 
Duturam, accompanied Yoodisthecr and Ins four brothers in 
their exile The heroes wandered through the various provinces 
of India, performing notable feats of valour, and leaving some 
memorial hf their romantic adventures m every direction At 
the Close of the period of cxilo Yoodisthecr returned with his 
companions to tho banks of the Jumna, and demanded tho 
restoration of Ins kingdom His opponent, Dooryudhim, re- 
fused his claim, and declared that ho should not hav e as much 
land as could be covered by tlio point of a needle There 
remained, therefore, no alternative but to dccido the question 
by an appeal to arms 

Tbs bane of In tins great battle fought on the plain, where, 
hooroo-iuhctru. m a ft er time, the last decisive battle between tho 
Hindoos and tho Mahomedans took place, all the tribes m 
northern India were ranged on one Bide or the otlici Chiefs 
from Culingn, the sea coast of OnsBa, and even the Ynvuns— 
the name generally given to tlio residents beyond the Indus — 
are said to have taken a share in it It lasted eighteen dajs, 
and the carnage on both sides was prodigious Dooryudhun 
was at length slain, and victory declared for the Pandoos , 
but when Yoodisthecr beheld the, field covered with the 
bodies of friends and foes all descended from a common 
ancestor, he became disgusted with the world and determined 
to withdraw from it He entered Hustmapore and performed 
the funeral obsequies of his nvaJ , after which he placed the 
grandson of lus brother Urjoon on the throne, and retired 
to Dwarka, in Guzerat, ki company with Knslinu, who had 
founded a kingdom there cThat hero was soon after slain 
“at the fountain of the lotus, by one of £ tlie wild foresteis 
of tho tnbe of the Bheels Yoodisthecr proceeded through 
Sinde towards the north, and is supposed to havo perished in 
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the snowy range According to th? popular notion, he 
.ascended to heaven, -which was lyno means incredible, as 
the paradise of more than one of the Hindoo deitie* is placed 
on the inaccessible peaks of the Himalsyu 
influence of These two events, the expedition of Rarau, and 

iheso two the battle of Kooroo kshetru, are the most unpor- 
* T nti tant in the annals of the luaai and the solar race 

The gen us of poetry has fixed the admiration of a hundred 
generations on them, and supplied a rich mine of infages from 
age to age The author of the Pamayun was Valmechi whom 
the gratitude of his fellow countrymen has crowned with 
the wreath of immortality , by ranking him among those who 
never die Ho is supposed to have flourished in the second 
century before our era The same period has also been 
assigned to the composer of the Muliabharut Indeed, from 
the terms in which he describes the Yuvun Usoor, the 
demon or giant wlio engaged in combat with Krishnu, it 
lias been conjectured that the poem mnst have been written 
after the invasion of Alexander the Great The author 
was \ y asu, who has been confounded, through ignorance 
or flattery, with the great man who collected the Yedus, 
which is chronologically impossible It is, moreover said, that 
a Yyasu appears m every age, though it is certain that no 
second Yyasu haB since appeared among the poets of India 
Knshnu was deified after his death His adventures, and 
more particularly hi>f flirtations with the milkmaids have ren 
dered 1 im the most popular of gods among an amorous people , 
but the sects founded on the " oral ip of Rarau knshnu, and 
other deities, arc among the more modem innovations of 
Hindooism Duluram the brother of Knshnu, s said to 
have founded a king loin, of which Pahbothra, the capital 
became the wonder of India, though eveu the 6 ite of it 19 


wow matter of conjecture • 

Th« r.ithnk Tlig annals of Hindostan for several centuries 
Lawioa. after tie assumed period of the great war, are 
mv oh cd m unj>cnctrabla obscurity, but it would aj pear that 
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about six centuries tefotc our era, a new swarm from tho 
teeming hive of Scythia poured across the Indus upon the* 
plains of India Another swarm is supposed to have moved 
down at the same time on the north of Europe, and settled in 
Scandinavia, the cr&dle of the English nation This simul- 
taneous emigration to the east and to the west, may assist in 
explaining that similarity of manners and customs which has 
been discovered on many \ ints between the Scandinavians 
and the natives of India These invaders were denominated 
tho Takshuk, or serpent race, because the serpent was said to 
be tlieir 4 national emblem Under their chief, Suhcsnag, they 
probably oven an the northern provinces of Uindostan, and 
became gradually incorporated with tho tribes which had 
preceded them They flourished for ten generations, and 
appear to have professed the Boodhist creed. Of this 
d} nasty was Nundu, or Muhanundu, who was seated on tlio 
throne when Alexander the Great appeared on the banks of 
the Sutlcgo, and was denominated by the Grecian historians, 
the I ing of the Prasu, or of the east 

Thefxptdition The first expedition to India from tho west of 
or Darin, Tvhich we have anything like an authentic record, 
is that of Darius, the king of Pereia, who ascended the throno 
of Cyrus, in the year 518 before our ei a, and e^tende 1 Ins 
conquests from the sea of Greece to the confines of Ind a 
IIis admiral, Scylax, was then directed to construct a flotilla 
ou tho higher Indus, and proceed dawn that stream to the 
ocean The report which he made of thfj wealth and mag- 
mr ice of tho country through which lie passed, detet mined 
Dinuf to attempt the conquest of it Ho crossed the Indus 
with ahrgo arm}, and succeeded in nnnesmg the countries 
lorderitg on that mer to his great emfiro The jiic- 
extent of his conquest cannot bo determined, bn* there is 
ever} reason to conclude th £, lus Indian { rov mcc must havo 
l>cen of uo inconsiderable magnitude, sincp it w aa csteeme l 
more v alual lc than any other satraj}, and is sail to havo 
furnished one-third the revcuuesof the Persian empire. 1 his 
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tribute moreover, is said to have been paid in gold while 
, tint from the other divisions west of the Indus was delivered 
in silver, 

Kebg-ra of It was about the period of the Persian invasion, 
vi»ah- that Gontnmu gave a fixed ?uaracter to the m«ti» 
stut ions of Boodhran It has been supposed that all the fifty 
six tnbesof the lunarrace profes ed tlnit creed, and Goutumu 
w is reckoned the seventh Boodh lie wa*, born at Kupdu, 
but the seat of the religion wa*» planted at Gya, in the 
kingdom of llngndu, or Behar, which the Chinese and Indo- 
Chinese nations consider the most sacred s{>ot in t|je world 
The BoodhisU. rejected the whole of the brahnumcal system 
of goda and goddesses, repudiated the doctrine of ca-J« and 
adhered exclusively to the 8j intu »1 worship of the 'Vodus 
The priesthood amongst them was not hereditary, bnt formed 
o distinct commuuity, recruited from the « ocular ranks bound 
to observ e a vow of celibacy, and to renounce the pleasures 
of sense The hereditary priesthood of the brahmin*,, on the 
contraiy, admitted no acccs ious frem the Liv clashes, aud 
considered marriage as ind.spensablc as investiture with the 
thread in the hope of giving birth to a son who should perform 
the funeral ntes of his father, and secure him a sol in 
pandi«c ^The death of Goutumu is fixed by the general 
concurrence of authorities in the year 5 *0 before our era, 
s ■mt if The religion of B xxlh made prodigious progress 
r-K-is tm. after Uie*dcalh of Goutumu while the creed of the 
brahmins was confined to the small kingdom of Cnnouj Two 
centimes later, mllie reign of Asoca Boodlu m was tnuinpl ati t 
through Hindustan Ills edicts are still to be seen inscribed 
on the celebrated column at Pilbt, on a similar column in 
Guzcrat and on a third in Cuttack, as well as in numerous 
cans ami rocks Bo< dlu m was min duced into Ceylon about 
the end < f the third ccuttirj befcre onr era. bborth after, it 
pj read thre ugh "£jbct and Tartar}, and was earned mtoCbiiia 
about the j car C.» In Hmdo'-tan the brahmins exhil ited tl e 
most rancorous hosUhtj to their powerful mals, and we 
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assembled bis whole force on the banl^ of the Jelum The 
river, swelled by the periodical rains, and at the time a mile 
broad, rolled impetuously between the two camps Porus 
planted a long hne of elephants on the margin of the stream, 
and presented an impenctrab e hne of defence to his opponent 
But Alexander discovered an island m the nver, about ten 
miles aboi e the camp, and took advantage of a dark and tem- 
pesttio is night to cioss over to it with 11,000 men, who were 
landed on the opposite bank before dawn The mSui body of 
the Grecian army was in the meantime drawn up as usual, facing 
the Indian camp, and Porus was thus led to believe that the 
troops who had crossed consisted only of a small bngadi 
But lie was speedily undeceived by the rout of the force 
which he had sent to meet it and the death of his son who 
was in command and being now certain that it was Alexander 
lumsclf who had crossed the river, prepared to encounter hun 
with 4,000 horse and 30 000 foot, all of the hslietriyu tribe , 
warriors by birth and profession Alexander’s small army was 
composed of veterans, strangers to defeat, and, under such 
a leader, invincible The field was obstinately contested, 
but nothing could withstand tlio charge of Alexanders 
cavalry Porus continued to maintain the conflict long after 
the great ^body of his troops had deserted him, but was at 
length persuaded to jicld Alexander, who always honoured 
valour in an enemy, received him with distinguished courtesy, 
an 1 not only restated l is kingdom, but made considcrablo 
ad htions to it Torus did not abuse this confidence, but re* 
xnaiued uer aftef faithful to Ins generous victor 
r. ivtl lut i After the defeat of Porus, Alexander crossed the 
wun» or Chcnab and the Jta\ee and came m contact with 
AVuuni<r a 0 f Catlmans probably Tartar immigrant}' 
who maintained an obstinate struggle which is said to ban 
terminated onl) after the slaughter of 1C 000, and the cop 
tmtj of 70 000 of their numter On reaching the banks if 
the Sutlegc Alf'tandtr heard of the gnat Gangctic kmgdoi i 
cf Sfhgudu, the king of whiOi, it was reported, couAf t>rmg 
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80 000 cavalry, and COO, 000 foot, and 9,000 elephants into tho 
field Ife determined to much down and plant his standard 
on the battlements of its magnificent capita), Palibothra, which 
was nine miles in length, and his troops rescued orders to 
prepare for crossing tke river But they were worn out v ith 
the fatigue and wounds of eight campaigns , their spirits had 
morcovci been depressed by the deluge of rain to which they 
bad been exposed during the monsoon, and tboy refused to 
accompany him any farther lie employed menace and flattciy 
by turns, but nothing could shake their resolution, amt he w as 
reluctantly obliged to make the Sutlego the limit of bis ex- 
pedition, and return to the Indus, where lie caused n large 
flotilla to bo constnicted, and sailed down the stream with all 
the pomp of a conqueror 

Alexander • The x iCws of Alexander were gigantic and 

rroj«u »nd beneficial beyond thope of c\cry other ruler 

drati). m ancicn t times Ife had erected the port of 

Alexandria on the 'Mediterranean shore of Egypt, and at the 
end of twenty two centuries it still continues to attest the 
grandeur of Ins plans He now resolved to establish a com- 
mercial intercourse between the coast of India the rivers of 
Persia and the Red Sea Tor this object he built a city and 
harbour at the estuary of the Indus, and fitted out a large 
fleet, winch he entrusted to his admiral, Nearclius, -Suth orders 
to proceed to the mouth of the Euphrates The vovage, though 
tedious, proved successful, and was justly considered one of 
the greatest naval achievements of the age In the midst of 
these great projects Alexander caught n jVingle fever in tho 
marshes of Babylon, and died two years after his return from 
India, at the early age of thirty-two lie was fully bent on 
returning to it, and there can be little doubt that if ho 
had succeeded in crossing the Sutlegc he would have made a 
complete conquest of the country, and given it the benefit of 
Furopcan civilization His name does not appear in any 
Hindoo work — a proof of the lamentable imperfection of the 
records w Inch have come down to us t but bis fame w as widely 
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diffused through India by the Slilinmedtn conquerors, among 
whom he was esteemed a magnificent hero It was carried 
far and wide on the ocean with the 6tream of their conquests, 
and the distant islander oF Java and Sumatra may be found 
singing the deeds of the mighty “ Iscandlr ” 
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that the Greek -writers chiefly derived their knowledge of 
India c 

The Mugudn After a reign of twenty- four years, Chandra 
kingdom. goopta was succeeded by Ins son, Mitra goopta, 
with whom SeleuciA renewed the treaty. The great kingdom 
of Mugudu maintained its pre-eminence m the valley of tho 
Ganges, under a succession of royal families who appear to 
have been either soodras or boodhists, for a period of eight 
centimes' from the year 350 before our era to 450 after it 
Onder their government the country is 6aid to have attained 
the highest prosperity. A royal road extended from Fali- 
bothra to the Indus, with a 6mall column at every stage. 
Another road stretched across the country to Broach, at that 
time the great emporium of commerce on the western 
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cent monuments attest the diffusion of "his religion, besides 
the fact that the language of hteratore and devotion in 
Java is a form of the Sanscrit In the fourth century a 
Chinese pilgnm recorded that the ishn£ was peopled by 
Hindoos, that in it3 ports he found vessels manned by 
Hindoo sailors which had sailed from the mouth of the 
Ganges to Ceylon, and from thence to* Java, and were pre 
paring to proceed on to China A Hindoo government existed 
in Java till within the last 400 years when it was subverted 
by the Mahometans Hmdooiam still continues to flourish in 
the neighbouring island of Cab where tbe fourfold div^ion of 
caste still survives and widows are said still to ascend the 
funeral pile Yet so signal has been tbe mutation of habits 
ai d opinions among the Hindoos of India, that any Hindoo 
who might visit the country to which his ancestors earned 
the institutes of his religion, and m which they exist in 
greater integrity than m India itself, would not be permitted 
to remain within the pale of the caste 
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secondary gods Tfie fountain of fire "was purified with wati-T 
brought from the sacred stream of the Ganges After the 
performance of expiatory ntes, each of the four gods formed 
an image and cast £t into the fountain, and there sprung up 
the four men who became the founders of Rajpoot greatness 
They were sent out to combat the monsters, who were 
slaughtered w great lumbers, but as their blood touched the 
ground fresh demons arose , upon which, the four gods stopped 
the multiplication of the Tace by drinking up their Hood 
The infidels thus became extinct, shouts of joy rent the 
skies , .ambrosial showers descended from abo\c and the gods 
•trove about the firmament in their cars, exultuig in the a lctoiy 
they had gamed 
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boodhists were constrained to relinquish were speedily occu- 
pied l j the brahmins, and Yishnoo and Sn u displaced Boodh 
cs*r tempt* Under the bralimins, the construction of these 

in in l*. cave temples was extended anj improved Those 

which they erected at Ellora, in the Deccan, exceed in magni- 
ficence anything to he seen elsewhere In a range of lulls 
which extend five miles in the form or a horse shoe, we 
di cover a range of gretto temples, two and often three 
stores m height The most remarkable of them is the 
temple ''f Koilas, ot the palace of Jluhadevu Hcto 
is to be found whatever is splendid in architecture, *or ex- 
quisite in sculpture The scene is crowded with staircases, 
bridges, chapels, columns porticoes, obelisks, and colossal 
statues, all clu-cllcd out of the solid rock The sides of 
the*»c wonderful chambers arc covered with figures of the 
Hindoo gods and gnddessr-*, nud representations from the 
Kimayun and the Muhabhanit The pantheon of Ellora 
seems to have been the citadel of Ilmdooism when it spread 
into the Deccan The precise age of these magnificent exca 
vat ions it is impossible to fix, but it must have been at some 
period during the ten or twelve centuries which elapsed 
between the subjugation of the boodlnsts, and the arrival of 
the Maliomsdans, in the high and palmy state of Ilin- 
dooism, when the brahmins s waved the ecclesiastical sccptrd 
q [ India. without a rb jl or an cncraj 
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probably visited by bis fleet He still lives ia the memory of 
jiostcntj, and a min of extraordinary liberality is always 
compared to king Kumu The centuries which elapsed 
between the decij of the Andris and the invasion of the 
Mahomedans are filled up bj the lustomi^ with barren bsts of 
dynasties and kings which can be turned to no account , and 
wc turn therefore from the history of Hjndostan to the annals 
of the Deccan 

Esiir hi wry of The early lnstory of the Deccan is Ic*s ob cure 
u « Dttxun. an( j j css ronn ntic than that of the northern division 
of India All the traditions and records recognise in every 
province of it a period when the inhabitants did not* profess 
the Hindoo religion The bnhminical writers describe them 
as mountaineers and foresters, goblins, and monsters, but 
there is evety reason to conclude that they had reached a high 
degree of civilization at *\ a era early age JRavuuu when 
attacked by Ramu, was the sovereign of a powcrfid and 
civilized state, which embraced not only the island of Cc\lon, 
1 ut the whole of the southern division of the peninsula, md 
his subjects were, doubthss, far more advanced in the arts 
nml literature than the invaders V lamul literature existed 
before the introduction of braliminism , and some of the bc«t 
authors jn that language were of the tnl c now stigmati od as 
parirtr« wh ch lncontcbtibly proves that tie pnriars were tllO 
al < ngines of tl c country, and a highly cultiv ate 1 pooj le who 
were reduce?! to sul^ecttfm and dtgralcd bj the trumjlnnt 
l rahnuna Tins remark apl hes to the group of tnbes compnbed 
in the ancn.nt Tthfgana, Dravirn and Kenilu 
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ecenr of ilR only poe/er till 171C, when the la«t of tint royal 
line was comjucrul b) the tnlxib of Aront Tho kingdom of 
Choh— •which bodio identify with Coromandel— li id Ciuchi, 
orConjcMrun, for its capital, ami ntninid its n 0 our for 
many cuituru.«s, ntJd, about the eighth century, npp« are to 
hate extended ita authority o\er a coiiFtlerabL jwrtion of 
Camatn and Tchngapa But its puiccs were dmtn lick 
niul confined to their former limits about tie tenth century , 
and maintained a fccllc existence, either as mdqx n lent 
so> creigms or as tributaries to the great Hindoo monarchy of 
I>tquyamgur, till the j rmince was subdued in the nuddh of 
the seventeenth century by Shabjei, tho father of fconjtc, 
the founder of Mahmtta greatness 

k tn u »nJ Tho ancient divwion of Kcrulu included Mala 

Tc ng-in*. b ar an( j Camata, which are said to Ime been 
miraculously peopled with brahmins by tfieir champion 
Puru^ramu, the renowned destroyer of tho kehetnyus Apart 
from this legend, it would nj jear that about the second ceu 
tuiy a colony of brihmius introduced thcmscUcs and their 
religion into this prmmce, which they dmded into sixty four 
districts and governed for a tune by an ecclesiastical senate, 
o\cr winch a brahmin was chosen to pn side cvny tl rce 
years, but they wue subsequently subjected to the rnndya 
kingdom About the ninth century the country w ns hi oken 
into various principalities one of the most i qiortarit of w hich, 
Calicut, was ui ler the govcinmcnj of»tbo Ilifdoo /airorin 
when the Europeans first landed in Ii dm under \asco de 
Gama, in U08 Of the history of Tclukaim no authcrific 
records have been discovered but it apj*cars that about tho t 
eleventh century the Belial dyi asty attained paramount 
power in this legion They digi lfitd themsehes with tho 
title of Raj i oats of the Jadoo branch and at one period ex 
tended tbeir authority o\er the whole of Cannta Malabar, and 
Telu gana , but it was extinguished by the Mahomtdans in 
oh mnn 4 1810 Tie early annals of Srissa arc cqi ally 
Uji^u^irx indistinct lhe authentic lustoiy of the prouuce 
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docs not commence before the year flZ when the ITesari 
.family obtained tbe throne, and held it till 1X31 They were 
succeeded bj the line of Gungu bungsu, who maintained their 
power till it was subverted by the Mahomedan m 1568 Of 
the Mahratta provmce there are only "two facts distinctly 
visible in history , tbe existence, more than twenty centuries 
ago, of the great commercial mart of Tagara, so well known 
to the Poma is, which has been identified with Deogur, the 
modem Dow lutabad, and was the capital of a lohg Ime of 
moinrehs The other event is the reign of Salivahun All 
that is known of that prince however, 13 that be was tbe son 
of a potter, that he headed a successful insurrection, de- 
throned the reigning family, and established a monarchy so 
powerful and extensive that it gave rise to an era which has 
survived lnm for eighteen centuries, and still continues cur- 
rent in the Deccan 
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of the eo’ar race, fwm whom other Hindoo princes, before 
they can succeed to the thro ic of their fathcis, must obtain 
the telul, or sign. of royalty and investiture, is in fact tLo 
offspring 1 of a Christian princess M Eight pnnecs succeeded 
Goha on the throng of Fdur, the last of -whom was put to 
death by his sons while hunting, but Ins infant son, Ilipja, 
was conveyed to tlif U rtress of lihandere, and brought i p 
among the shepherds His mother aroused his ambition by 
repealing* to lnm the secret of Ins royal birth, nnd he lm 
mcdntc’y proceeded to the court or Cfuttore, together with 
the followers h had been able to collect, anil w as favourably 
received by the king, bu* the nobles took umbrage at the 
fuour shown to an uni nown youth At tlirs juncture a 
formidable foe cam dowu upon the country and the clmfs 
refused tofumibh their feud x\ contingents but lhppa offered 
without any hesitation to lead tjic national troo] s into tho 
field That enemy was the Mahomcthns, who now for the 
first time advanee-d into tho heart of a country des'med in 
after times to form one of their most magnificent cnij ires 
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m paradise in the society of the black*ej ed houns It ■was 
Jiot to be expected, that when the “ Faithful,” as the} v> ere 
termed, had conquered Afuca and Spam, subverted the 
Persian empire, and looked on Europe aj already their own, 
the rich provinces of India, which bad been for ages the prey 
of every invader, should escape their not ce 
n«t Mshoiae- Within a few years after tJ ie death of Mahomed, 
iiainsanon. the Cahph Omar founded Bussorab, at the estuary 
of the Tigris, and despatched an arm} into the pro\ mce of 
Sinde Tiic invasion was repeated under his succeeds, but 
it was not till the da} a of Wahd, that an} successful effort 
was a i ido to obtain a tooting in the countrj Between tbe 
years 70a and 715, he not only made an entue conquest of 
tlic province, but earned his notorious army to the banks of 
the Ganges It was the gcneials of this caliph who crossed 
the Straits of Gibraltar, planted the standaid of tbe cic&ccnt 
on the soil of Europe, and subdued Spam in a single campaign 
So loft} was the ambition which animated the early succc^ors 
of Mahomed, that thtir arms were triumphant at the samo 
time on the banks of the Ebro and the Ganges, and they 
aspired to the conoucst both of Europe and India Three 
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across the Indus to°Khonsan, where he married many Ma* 
lionitdan wives, and left a numerous pro Q en / « 

Reneweo attach It *was about this period that the Piumura 
on ciuttor* family, ^which had ruled for many centuries at 
Oojem, is supposed to have lost its authority m the north of 
India, and other kingdoms rose on its ruins The Tinrs 
occupied the districts around Delhi, and made that city their 
capital Guzerat became independent, and was governed at 
first by ?he Cliouras and then by the Solanhis The Rajpoot 
annalists state, that m the days of Khoman, the great 
grandson of Bappa, whose reign extended from 812 to 836, 
Cluttoie was agam invaded by the Mahoriiedans umlci 
Mali moon, the governor of Khorasan, probably the Bon of the 
celebrated Caliph, Hainan ul Raslud, the contemporary and 
friend of Charlemagne The other pnnees in the north of 
India hastened to the as6istanceiof the Rajpoots against tho 
common enemy, and the national bard gives an animated 
description of the different tnbes who composed tho chiv dry 
of the north on this occasion With the md of these allies, 
Khoman defeated and expelled the Musulnians, with whom 
he is said to have fought no fewer than twenty four engage 
meats For a century and a half after this period, wo hear 
of no further Mftlionicdan invasion, and it cannot but npptar 
nveiy notable circumstance, that while the follow ore* of tin? 
Prophet completely subjugated Persia and Spjin m two or 
three campaigns, the resistance winch they met in thur early 
encounters « ith the ITindios was so compel and nsrhite, 
that nearly three centuries elapsed after the first invasion, 
bt-fore they could make any permanent imprcssim on India 
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and applied to the king of Cuoouj for*a supply of brahmins 
.well versed in the Hindoo slusttrs and observances Tint 
monarch, about nine centuries ago sent him five brahmins, 
from whom all the bnlinumcal families Bengal trace tlieir 
descent, while the hayusts, the nest m order, derive their 
ongrn from the five servants who attended the priests 
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Gliuzm On the rfi&itlt of Lis | atron, a controversy n i < 
i tmut the Rticeosion, and Aluptugeen a oted against Ins son 
who was, howcacr, raised to the throne I y the other chiefs 
Aluptugeen havmg,*hus incurred Ins resentment, retreated to 
1 is own got eminent, and declared himself independent, and 
after deflating two armies sent against him, was allowed to 
riinam unmnfesti d «ITc Iiad purchased a slave of lurt istan, 
of the name of Subuhtngeen, who, though claiming descent 
from the 4 illustnoua Pirsiau d> nasty of the S \ssansdes had 
l ecu reduced to the most abject |>o\ erty His master, w ho 
had disco\ ered great powers of mind in him, gradually raised 
him to auch trust and power, that he liocjaic tlio first subject 
in the Kingdom, and in 97 G succeeded to the throne 
inn*™ „ Uck The pro\ inccs hi the extreme north of Indi i, and 

f buitu««;n, more particularly the Punjab bad for many ccn- 
5 ' furies been JinKcd witfi the ft rf lines and policy of 

C »l ill atid C uidah ir w Inch lay to the wist of the Indus lienee 
the establ shmentof a powerful Mahonudan Kingdom, under a 
vigorous ruler, at no greater distance from the frontier of India 
than Ghunn, e no little disquietude to Jcypal the Ilindoo 
eh cfof I ahore He determined to anticipate any designs which 
Subul tugecn might form on India, and crossed tbo Indus 
w ith a large army to Luglnnan, at the entrance qf the valley 
w Inch extends from Peshawur to Cabiil, w here ho was met 1 y 
that pnnee Wide the two armies faced each other, a violent 
tempest of wind, mn, and thunder arose, which is said to 
have terrified the superstitious soldiers o e Jeypal to such a 
degree as to constrain lnm to sue for an accommodation that 

le might escape to fats own country The Hindoo iris the k 
aggressoi, and the treaty was not granted except on the 
surrender of fifty elephants and the prom ee of a large sum 
of money The envoys «,f Subul tugecn followed Jcypal to 
Lahore for paymen , but c*i hearing that his opponent h id 
l ecu obliged to march towards the west tq repel an invasion, 
he was disposed to withhold rt The brahmins, says the 
native historian, stood on the right, of the throne, and urged 
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ham to refuse the inbule, since there was nothin" to he any* 
longer apprehended from GUnzni , while his Lshetnyu officers, 
standing on the left, reminded him of the ’sufferings beyond 
tho Indus which had extorted the contfibuticm, and, above 
all, of lna royal word which he had pledged to the Mahome- 
dan prince. In an evil hour, Jeypal listened to the priests, 
and impusoned the envoys. Subuhtugben speedily disposed 
of his enemies in the west, and marched with a lajge army 
towards the Indus, breathing vengeance against the author 
of the insult Jeypal, notwithstanding Ins perfidy, succeeded 
in enlisting the aid of the kings of Delhi, A] mere, Grlmjer, 
and Cunouj, and advanced across the Indus, it is said, with 
100,000 linr-e and countless infantry The Hindoos were 
utterly routed, and pursued to the banks of the mer Su- 
buktugecn found a neb olunder in their camp, and obliged 
all tlic tribes up to the Indift to submit to ha& authority . 
iiihmood 4 Subuktugeen died m 997, and was succeeded, in 
mnd icrt.ni the first instance, by his son Ismael, but he was 
irrupuon. icoi ^upyrgpded m a few months by Ins brother, the 
renowned Mahmood of Ghuzm, wlio inflicted the eeveiest 
blow on the Hindoo power which it had ever cxj>crieiictd 
since its original establishment in India. From Ins early youth 
Mahmood bad accompanied Ins father in his numerous expedi 
tions, and thus acquired a pa^ion and a talent for war He 
succeeded to ilie resources or the kingdom at the age of thirty , 
burning with ambition tb enlarge its boundaries Hating 
spent tile first foiy years of lu» reign m consolidating his 
government we&t of the Indus, he cast his eye on the nidi 
• plains of Umdostan filled with idolaters, and imested with a 
romantic interest In addition to the wealth he might acquire, 
the glory of extending the tnumpha of Mahomedaniim through 
new aud unknown regions, pos'css&d an irresistible charm 
for Ins muni He began lus cru 1 ? ide against the Hindoos in 
tho year 1001, ami conducted no fewer than twelve expedj. 
Guns against the northern provinces, which, being held bv 
various mdt.pt udeJt | rmc*s, fell aa easy prey to lna arms. 
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ITe left Ghnzni m Angnst with 10,000 chosen horse, and tv “is 
met at Pislnuur by Jus father’s old antagonist, Jcypal, who 
was totally defeated and taken pusoncr, but released on the 
promise of pay mg tribute According to the Persian histo- 
rian, it iris a custom or Iw of the Hindoos that a f mice 
•w ho lnd been twice defeated by the Mahomedan arms was 
considered unworthy to reign Jtypl, therefore, resigned 
the throne to his son Amingj al, and closed the misfortunes 
of lus reign by ascending the funenl jyre m legal state 
Some of the chiefs subordinate to Lahore, how e\ cr, refused 
to pay* the contributions demandtd of them, among whom 
was the raja of Bhutnerc situated at the northern extremity 
of the Bikanccr desert The Sultan proceeded against him , 
the fort was taken after a siege of three days, and the pnneo, 
to a\ oid falling into the hands of the a ictor, fell upon Ins own 
sword * 

in* third »nj M ihmood 8 third expedition was undertaken to 
fourth esj<r<)i subdue Daood, whom be had left governor of 
bon*. 1005 g. -but ^vho, under the encouragement of 

Anungpal, had revolted against his master Mooltan waa 
invested for seven days, but an irruption of the Tart irs from 
beyond the Oxus, constrained Mahmood to accept the sub 
missions of the governor Having succeeded in drmng the 
Tartars back to their seats, be returned to India on his fourth 
expedition to chastise Anungpal for the revolt*, 1 e had insti- 
gated, and for his repeated perfidies Tint pimce had sent 
envoys to the Hindoo monarcliB in the north of Ilmdostan to 
the kings of Oojem Cabnjer, Gwahor, Cunouj Delhi and 
Ajmere, who formed a confederation and assembled the* 
largest army which had as yet taken the field against the 
Mahomedans The Hiudoo women are said to have melted 
down their gold ornamefits and sold their jewels to support 
the war, which was considered holy The Hindoo troops again 
crossed the Indus and advanced to Pcshavmr, where the tw« 
armies were encamped' opp< bite to each ot&er ;'or ibrty da ye, 
before joining issue Mahmood ut length commenced the 
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engagement by a large body of archers*but they were dnvcu 
•back with the loss of 5 000) by the impetuosity of the bare- 
headed and bare footed Gukkers, a tribe *of savages, bung 
in the hills and fastnesses to the east of tjie Indus, the ancts- 
tors of ‘he modern Jauts The battle was long doubtful, hut 
was at length decided by the flight of the wounded elephant 
of Annngpal, when the whole body erf Hindoos, no long) r 
having thar le-der before their eyes, dispersed gutter dis- 
order, leaving 20,000 dead on the field Mali mood deter- 
mined to allow them no time to rallj , bar on reaching tJio 
Punjab found tliur discomtiture so complete so as tp afford 
Capture of him leisure for a plundcnng expedition to the 
Magucote, 1008 temple of Nagarcotc, north-west of Lahore, a 
place of peculiar sanctity, built over a natural flame which 
issued from the mountain, and was the origin of its religions 
renown It was so Btrongly fortified as to be deemed impreg- 
nate , it was therefore selected as the depository of the 
wealth of the neighbourhood, and was said at this time to 
contain a greater quantity of gold, silver, precious atones, and 
pcaiJs Jlian was to be found in the treasury of an^ prince on 
earth It was, however, captured with case, and Mahmood 
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Bent off to Gliuziu, winch now began to wear the appearance 
of a Hindoo city i 

capture or Dunhg the next three years Mnh mood was en- 
Cuno\j loir gaged 1 * two expeditions to Cashmere, of minor 
consequence — reckoned the seventh and eighth, after which 
he euhdued the whole, of Transoxiana, and extended Ins 
dominion to the Caspian sea Iu the year 1017 he resolved to 
penetrate Jo the heart of Hindostan and assembled an arm} < f 
100,000 horse and 20,000 foot, drawn chiefly from the recently 
conquered { rov mceo, the inhabitants of which were allured 
to his standard by the lo\ e of plunder and of adventure He 
set out from Pc hawur, and passed three months in si irting 
the hills, after which lie marched southward and pu suite 1 
himself unexpectedly before the city of Cuuouj which hal 
been renowned in Hindoo history for twenty centimes Tie 
description given of its grander, loth Lj Hindoo and 
Mahomcdan writers, staggers our l clicf more e-peci illy w hen 
we consider the limited exteut of the 1 ingdotii, and the ci o 
with which it was subdued on tins occasion Its standing 
army is said to have consisted of 80,000 men in armour, «30,00lt 
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with plunder and captives, and the latte* became ro common 
as not to be woith more than two rupees a head 
' Passing over two expeditions, of less moment, 

we come to the last ana most celebrated in winch 
Mahmood v\ as engaged, and which is considered by the 
Mahomcdans as the model of a religious crusade — the capture 
and plunder of Somnath This shrine was at the time one or 
the most wealthy and celebrated mlndn It is affirmed that 
at the period of an eclipse it was crowded with 2 00,000 f ilgnms, 
that it was endowed with the rent of 2,000 villages and that 
the imago was daily bathed with water, brought from the 
bacrcd stream of the Ganges, a distance of 1,000 mileS Its 
establishment consisted of 2,000 brahmins, 800 barbers to 
ehavc the pilgrims when their vows wero accotni lishcd, 200 
musicians, and 300 courtesans To reach the temple Mab- 
mood was obliged to cross the desert with bis army, 330 
miles in extent, by no means the least arduous of his exploits 
lie appeared unexpectedly before the capital of the province, 
and the raja, though considered one of the most powerful 
princes m India, was constrained to nbandon it and take to 
flight Pursuing Ins route to the temple the sultan found it 
situated on a iKmihsula connected with the mam land ly a 
fortified isthmus, which was manned nt every joint with 
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emergency* and thtfi leaping into the coddle cheered on bte 
troop.-*. Ashamed to abandon a pnneo under whom thej had 
n/> often fought and Wed they niched on their enemies wifh 
an impetnositj wind) nothing could withstand hue thousand 
Hindoos fell undcl their eabres, and the remainder rushed to 
their boats On entering the tcmplo Jfalimood was struck 
with its grandeur The loftj roof was supported b> fifty 
Bix pillars curiously carved and richly stud led with precious 
stones t The external light was excluded, and the shrine was 
lighted b) n Dingle lamp, suspended by a golden chain, tl e 
lustre of whicl was reflected from the numerous jewels with 
which the wilts were embossed. Facing the entrance stood 
the lofty idol fire jards in height, two of wl ich were buried 
in the ground Mnhmood ordered it to bo broken up, when 
the brahmins cast themselves at his feet and offered ai 
immense sum to ransom it Tlia courtiers besought him V 
accept the offer, and ho hesitated for a moment but ho soon 
rcco\crcd himself, and exclaimed that hcwoull rather be 
known ns the destroyer than the seller of images lie then 
struck the idol with hm mace , his soldiers followed tho ex 
ample, and the figure, which was hollow, speedily burst under 
their blows, and poured forth a quantity of jewels and 
diamonds greatly exrxscding in value the sum which had been 
offered for its re lemption The wealth acquired in this ex 
pedition exceeded that of any which had preceded it and the 
mind is bewildered with the enumeration of ^treasures and 
jewels estimated by the maun * The sandal wood gates of 
Somnath were sent as a trophy to GJvtzrn, wl ere they re 
mamed for eight centuries till they w ere hrougl t back to 
Ind a in a triumphal procession by a Cl nstian ruler ‘ 

MshmoM . Mahmood was so charmed with the bea ity and 
pro ami the fertility of the country around Somnath, that 
■“ he proposed at one time to make it the seat of h » 

empire and hkew ise to construct a navy to be sent in search 
of the pearls of Ceylon and the gold of°Prgu B it he had 
the wisdom to relinquish these projects and having placed a 
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pnnce of his own choice on the throne of Guzerat, returned 
to Ghnzni, after a toil&ome and perilous march through the 
desert Two years after, his power reached its culminating 
point by the conquest of Persia, but by? reputation was 
tarnished by the slaughter of some thousands of the in- 
habitants of Ispahan, who had obstinately resisted his arms. 
This execution was the more remarkable, as m all his cam- 
paigns in Indio, he never shed the blood of a Hindoo, except 
in the heat of battle, or in a siege Soon after his* return 
from this expedition he expired at hi9 capital in the jear 
1030, and in the sixtieth of hts age Two days before his 
death, he caused all the gold and silver and jewels of which 
he had despoiled Indio, to be spread ont before him, that he 
might feast his eyes for the last time with the sight and 
then burst into tears The next doy he commanded his army, 
mfontry, cavalrj , nnd elephants, to be drawn up in review 
before him and wept at the prospect of leaving them 
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charged with avarice, but if he was rapacious in ncquiri ig 
weilth, he was noblo and judicious m tlie employment of it 
Pew Mali omedig pnnccs lme cicr equalled him in the eil 
coungement of ^earning He founded a university at 
Ghazni, and furnished it with a large collection of valuable 
manuscripts, and a museum of natural curiosities He set 
aside a lac of rupees a year for pensions to learned men and 
his munificence brought togcthci a larger assembly of literary 
genius than was tq be found in any other Asiatic court In 
the space of thirty years, he extended Jus dominions from the 
Persian gulf to the sea of Aral and from the mountains of 
Cunl&tfln to the ban! fi of the Sutlege , yet while in posses 
sion of this great empire, he considered it his highest gloiy 
to be designated the "imago breaker ’ 

Uohma Mahmood left two Bons, twins, the cl lest, 

10 o-ioio Mahomed, had recommended himself to his father 
by lus gentleness and docility, and was nominated his succes- 
sor The younger Musaood had become popular with the 
nobles and the army, by Ins martial qualities, aad within five 
months of bis father’s decease, marched to Gliuzni, deprived 
his brother of Ins throne and Jus sight, and made himself 
king In tlie year 1034 he conducted an expedition to Cash 
meie, which be subdued, but was recalled to the defence of 
bis dominions by the irruption of a horde of Yurki Tartars, 
denominated Scijuke His father had on one occasion de- 
feated them l ut he let them off on easy tdlms, and they 
lccrossed the Qtus in such numbers as to tin eaten the safety 
of his empire Among the generals novrsent to oppose their 
I r ogress was Jey sen, the commander of Musaood s Indian 
battalions fiom which we infer, that eien at that early period 
the Mahomedan lnvadere found the Hindoos ready to enlist 
under their banners, and even to cross the Indus and fight 
their battles The beljul>£ offered their submission and were 
admitted to terms, which only served to increase their am 
bition and cupidity, Mnsnood was impatient to renew bin 
attacks on the Hindoos, but was opposed by advice of Ins 
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•wisest councillors, who represented to hifij tint the incessant 
encroachments of the Seljuhs required his exclusive attention. 
He persisted, however, in marching to India, where he 
captured the fortress of Qansi but was jecalled by a fresb 
invasion of the ever restless Seljuhs Musaood appointed his 
son governor of tlie tw o provinces of Jlooltan and Lahore, 
winch were now permanently annexed to Chnzni, and marched 
against the invaders m person, but after two years of mde 
usive warfare, Togrul Beg, the great Seljuk chief, advanced 
up to the gates of Ghazni. At length, the two armies met on 
equal terms, when Musaood was deserted in the field bv some 
of his Turhi followers, and totally and irretrievably defeated 
He then resolved to withdraw to India, m the hope of being 
able quietly to retrieve his fortunes in that country But lus 
army was totally disorganized, and, on crossing the Indus, 
deposed him, and restored lu« brother Mahomed to the throne 
The blindness of that pnnee rendered him incapable of con- 
ducting the government, and he transferred it to his son, 
Mimed, who e first act wa3 to put the dethroned Musaood to 
death' — in the tenth year of his reign 
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ncsur, llansi, and Vlie Mahomodin possessions south of the 
Sot logy? were recov cred, and Nagarccte fell after a siege <>£ 
four months T.ic idol which Mali mood demolished had been 
miraculously presin ed — bo at least it was announced — and 
was now discovered by the brahmins, and installed, the 
oracle was re established, and the shrine was again ennehed 
by the gifts of princes and people All the other temples 
which had been subverted were restored, and recovered their 
Banctity The Hindoos, flashed with success, thought them- 
selves strong enough to expel the follow ers of the Prophet 
from the soil of India, and proceeded to hy ecigo to Lai ore, 
but after bcscigmg it seven months, were driven back by a 
•vigorous sally of the besieged Modood expired at Ghuzm, 
after a reign of nine years, in 1049, and was succeeded by 
four monarchs in succession, whose insignificant reigns ex- 
tended over nine 3 ears Then cune Ibrahim, in I05S, remark, 
able for his mildness and dev otion , whose first act w as to mal o 
peace with the Seljuks, and to confirm them m possession of all 
the territories they had usurped He extended the fast of tJ e 
Ramzan to three months , ho attended rcligi ius lectures and 
bore patiently with priestly rebukes , he gave away lar D o 
Bums m chanty, he presented two copies of the Koran of his 
own beautiful penmanship to the Cahj-h, and then died, after 
a reign of forty years, leaving thirty six sous and forty 
daughters The reign of his son, Musaood the second ex- 
tended over sixteen years, and the throne descended or bis 
death to his eon Arslan who immediately imprisoned all his 
brothers One of their number, Byram, was, however, so 
fortunate as to escape to bis maternal uncle, tho Solj ik* 
monarch, who marched against Arslan, and defeated him, 
placing Byram on the throne- But on the retirement of the 
Seljuk army, Arslan refurned and expelled Byram, and ms 
in turn displaced a second ffmo by Sanjir, the Seljuk general, 
and soon after overtaken and put to decrik , Byram, finally 
saseenefed the tkruae a 1118. 

Cynm. th« i«t Byram gov cored tho h igdom with great wisdo n 
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ung a chtaai, and moderation, and like ill the monarch® of 
, his lme, extended a liberal patronage to men 

of learning Towards the close of his reigp, which reached 
thirty five years, he was involved in a feujl with the ruler of 
Ghorc, which cost him his life and his crown His family w is 
expelled from Ghazni, and the 6eat of his kingdom transferred 
to Lahore, winch Ins son, Rhusro, governed for seven years, 
and then bequeathed to bis son, Khusro Mabb, under whom 
all tho provinces which had ever been held by the Blahome- 
dang, east of the Indus, were recovered Hia reign extended 
to twenty seven years, when he was overpowered by Mahomed, 
of Ghorc, in 1186, and with him the family of Subukfugccn 
became extinct, at the close of the usual cj cle of 200 years 
The dynutjr The dynasty of Ghore, which superseded that of 
orQhore. Ghnzni, and rapidly extended its dominion from 
the Caspian Sea to the Ganges, was flattered by Mahomednn 
poets and historians with an ancient and honourable lineage, 
but the founder of tho family was Eiz ood deen Hussein, a 
native of Afghanistan, of little note He entered the service 
of Mueaood, the king of Ghuzm, and rose in his favour, until 
he obtained tho hand of his daughter, and with it the prrnci 
pahty of Ghorc His Bon, Kootub ood decn, espoused tho 
daughter of Jlyram, who put him to death in consequence of 
some family disputes Seif ood deen, Ins brother, took up arms 
to Tcvengc the murder, and captured Gliuzni, from which Byrnm 
retreated in haste Scif»ood deen, who had sent back the 
greater part of his arm), failed to conciliate lus new subjects, 
and Bynm was encouraged to return He succeeded in 
4 defeating and capturing his opponent, v. horn ho put to death 
under c\crj circumstance of ignominy ILs brother, Alla 
ood dten, on hearing of this tragic event, marched with a 
numerous army to Ghuzm, thirsting* to revenge the murder 
A long an 1 \ loody battle was faaght under the v, alls of tl o 
ata, which ended^in the utter rout of JJyram'a army, ai d 
lus retreat to India, during the progress of which, faliguo 
and misfortune put an^ cml to hi3 life Alla ood dem 
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entered Ghuzni, nnd*gavc up this city, then the noblest m 
Asia, to ludiscnminate plunder for three, anil, according to 
some historians, (or seven days The superb monuments of 
the Icings of Ghuzni v.cro destroyed, and the palaces of the 
nobles sacl cd, while tho most distinguished and lenerable 
men m the city were earned into captivity. Whatever j>ro- 
a ocation Alla ood deg n may have rcccn ed in the murder of 
lus brother, tho savage vengeance wreahed on this magnifi- 
cent capital, has fixed an indelible stain on his memory, and 
led the historians to stigmatize him as the “ incendiary of 
the vrorld ” 

Aiia-ood-dctn Alla ood deen, after having satiated Ins fury 1 
chotj U 62 . Ghuzni, returned to Ins capital at Tcrozc* 
hhoh, but was immediately summoned by Sultan Sanjar ttf 
mate good the tribute wlucli had been usually paid by his 
predecessor, Byram The demjynd was refused, and the 
Sdjuh Sanjar immediately marched to Ghuzai, and defeated 
and captured Alla ood deeu But on hearing that hie own 
lieutenant in Kharism had revolted, and invited the Klutans, 
a Tartar horde, who had been dnven from the north of China, 
to assist him, Sanjar replaced Alla ood deen on the Ghuzni 
throne, and marched against this new enemy, by whom ho 
was defeated. He was enabled, however, to recover his 
strength, but was brought into collision with nno’thcr tribe of 
Tartars, generally called the Euz, and though he assembled 
300,000 men in the field was totally youttd, and made prisoner 
He died in the course of three years, in 1350, and with him 
ended the power which the Scljuhs had* been a centurj m 
building up Alla ood deen died in the same y ear, and was 
succeeded by his son an amiable but inexperienced youth, * 
who was hilled in the course of the year by one of bis own 
nobles, when lus cousin, Ghcias ood deen, mounted tho 
throne, and associated hi%>own brother, Slinhab ood deen, 
Ghah3t,~art- hnown in history as the renowned Mahomed 
deen, usT Ghory, with him in the goi eminent It is a moBt 
singular cr'cnmstance that in that ago of violence, when tfvo 
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lore of power overcame all natural affections, and instigated 
jnen to the murder of fathers, and brothers, and kindred, 
Mahomed should have continued faithful m allegiance to his 
feeble brother for twenty nine years Iljwas he who estab- 
lished the second Maliomedan dynasty at Delhi, generally 
h iowh as the house of Ghore s 

ea eo f the Mahomed Ghory was the seal founder of Alnho- 
n n loo princes, mcdan power in India, and it may tue '■ r orc be of 
*“ 1131 service to glance at the condition of th? Hindoo 
thrones in the north, immediately on the eve of their ex- 
tinction The king of Cunouj of the Korali family, had 
been compelled to make his submission, as already stated, 
to Mahmood of Ghuzm, which excited the indignation of the 
neighbouring Hindoo pnnees who expelled him from the 
throne, and put him to death The kingdom was then oc- 
cupied by the Bathore tnba of the Rajpoots, and five princes 
of that line had governed it, when it was finally absorbed by 
the Mahomedms The longs of Benares, who bore tho 
patronymic of Pal, and professed the Boodhist religion, attained 
gicat power, and one of them is said to have extended lus 
conquests to Onssa The family, however, became extinct 
before the invasion of Mahomed Ghory, when the king of 
Bengal seized Gour and Behar, and the king of Cunouj, tho 
western districts of Benares, which greatly increased Ins 
power and lus arrogance In the west, tho kingdom of 
Guzcrat Was governed by the family of Bhagilas, who were 
generally found in alliance with the kingdom of Cunouj 
Ajmere, then a powerful monarchy, was governed by the 
, Cholims, and always sithd with the sovereigns of Delhi, of 
the Tuar dynasty The last king of this lino having no son 
adopted his grandson Pntluraj, the offspring of his daughter, 
uho was married to the king of \jmere The king of Cunouj 
refused to acknowledge the superiority winch had been con 
ceded to the kingg of Delhi , and they were engaged tn in 
tenant warfare Thus, at the period when Mahomed Ghory 
was | npanng to extirpate the Ilindoo power m the north of 
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I min, Us pnncos Instead of combining ngalrst the common 
foe, were engaged m mutual hostilities, or alienated front 
each other l j fam ly jealousies Ilind os tin wa9 divided into 
two irreconcilable (parties — the ono comprising Guzerat and 
Cimou; the other Delhi, tho Cholnn of Ajniere, and tho 
Hindoo raja of Chittore It is asserted bj somo native 
authors that Tej clmnder, tlie king of Cunouj impelled by 
hatred of the joung king of Delhi, united Mahomed Choiy to 
mvado India, but the evidence of this act of treason is doubt 
ful, ami tho Afahomednn prmcc required no prompting to an 
entcrj ri70 of such large promise But it is certain that tl o 
king of Cunouj assumed tho arrogant title of lord paramount 
of India and resolved to support Jus pretensions bj tdcbrating 
tho magnificent sacrifice of tho horse The otl cr jnnccs of 
tho north hastened to paj their homage to linn, but Pnthiraj, 
the king of Delhi supported by the raja of Chittore, refused 
to acknowledge tho claim of superiority put forward by his 
nvaL la this gorgeous ccremonj it is required that every 
office, however menial, shall be performed 1 y royal hands As 
the king of Delhi refused to appear, an effigj of gold was 
made to supply his place, and planted at the entrance of the 
hall, to represent him m the capacity of tho porter In such 
acts of folly wero the Hindoo princes in the north wastir g 
their time and their energies, while the Alahoracdau was 
thundering at their door 4 

On the threshhold of *the great revolution pio- 
hoie mj». duccd by this invasion we pousc for a moment to 
record tho civil virtues of Bhoje Raja the last of the really 
great Hindoo sovereigns of Hindostan He was of the race 
of tho Prumuras who still continued to reign, though with di 
mmished splendour, at Oojcai and at Dhar Seated on tho 
throne of Vikrumadityu, be determined to revive the literary 
glory of his court and to refcder his own reign illustrious hy 
the encouragement of literature While t tho silly king of 
Cunouj was engaged in celebrating the sacrifice of the horse, 
and tho princes of the north were fastening to that imperial 
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pageant, the learned were crowding to flie court of Bhoje, by 
.whom they were entertained with royal hospitably His 
memory is consecrated in the rccollectionePof posterity, and 
his reign has been immortalized by the geiius of poetry Hi 3 
name is as familiar to men of the present age as that of Rama 
and loodistheer, yet few recognise the fact that he reigntd 
only seven centuries ago, and that he was the last Hindoo 
sovereign who had the wish as well as the power to^patromso 
letters 
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to escape across thfe Indus with the wreck of his army 
Though he appeared outwardly to forget his disgrace, it was. 
silcntlj pieying an lus mind, and he stated in one of his 
letters that he “ nether slumbered at ease, nor waked hut in 
60i row and anxiety ” 

Defeat of i! e Having in the course of two years recruited Ins 

vine of Delhi, army with Tartars, Turks, and Afghans, lie 
moaed again over the Indus, and entered Hin- 
dustan *A hundred and fifty chiefs rallied around the king of 
Delhi who was enabled, on the lowest ca'culation, to bring 
800,000 horse, 3,000 elephants, and a vast body of infantry 
into the field The allied sovereigns, inflated with an idea of 
Iheir superiority, sent Mahomed a lofty message granting 
him their permission to retire without injury Ho replied, 
with great apparent humility, that he was merely Ins brother’s 
lieutenant, to whom lie would refer their message The 
Hindoos misinterpreted this answer to denote weal ness, and 
spent the night in revelry The Caggar flowed between the 
annies Mahomed ciosscd his army during the night, and 
fell upon the Hindoos before they had recov cred from their 
debauch But in spite of the confusion which ensued, so a ast 
was their host that they still had time to fall into their ranks, 
and Mahomed, reduced again to difficulty, sounded a retreat 
The Hindoos were, ns he expected, thiovvn into disorder in 
the pursuit, w hen he charged them with his reserve , and as 
the historian observes, “this prodigiods army once shaken, 
like a great budding tottered to its fall, and w as lost in its 
own rums ’ The gallant raja of Chittorc, Romans), fell nobl\ 
fighting at the head of lus Bajpoofs, and the king of Delhi, 
who was taken prisoner, was butchered in cold blood 
Mahomed then proceeded against Ajmcre, and captured the 
town, and put several thousands of the inhabitants to the 
sword *■ 

i men-., of Mahomed returned toGhuzm Igdcn with phtndfr, 
vwjiuMIiic nn( j Kootub ood'decn, a slave who had gained 
his confide ice ly the d»sjtay of gn»t tab its loth ns a 
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general and as a statesmen, was left <n chni ge of his con- 
quests He followed out his master’s plans, by the capture 
“of Meerut and Coel, and eventually of Dcllji which was now, 
for the first time, made the seat of the ^Iahomedan govern- 
ment of India The kings of Cunouj and Guzerat, who had 
looked on with malicious delight while the Mahomedan smote 
down their Hindoo opponents, bad no long respite themselves, 
Mahomed returned the next year to India with a still largei 
force, and a battle was fouglit at a place between Ghundwar 
and Etan all, in which Jey ebunder, the king of Cunouj, was 
totally defeated, and perished, and the oldest Hindoo monarchy 
in the north was finally subverted This reverse mdtJfccd the 
whole tribe of the Rathores to emigrate in a body to Rajpoo 
tana where they established the kingdom of Harwar or 
Joudhpore, which still continues to exist Mahomed then 
advanced against Benares, which was captured with ease, and 
demolished 2,000 temples *And thus, m the short space of 
four years, was the Hindoo power m Hindostan completely 
and irrevocably extinguished 

con«iue«t of Kootub lost no time in despatching one of his 
Rebar and slaves, Bukhtiyar Ghiljic, who had nsen to com 

Bengal, mand by Ius native genius, to conquer Behar 
The capital was sacked and the country subdued, and the 
army returned witlnn two years to Delhi, bending beneath the 
weight of its plunder An attempt was soon after made to 
supplant Bufchtijar in Ins master s favour, but it was defeated 
by tho prowess he exhibited m single combat with a lion, 
which lus enemies at court had forced on him Tins event 
established lnm still more firmly m tho confidence of Kootub, 
* who sent him in 1203 to reduce Bengal That kingdom had 
for a long period been under the government of a dynasty of 
Yidyus, of the medical caste, who^cstablishcd an era which 
continued in voguo in tho pro\ yiee till it was abolished by 
Akbar, two centuries and a half ago The throne was then 
filled l y Lucks intin Sen, who had been placed on it in lus 
hifancj, and had now .attained the age of eighty His bag 
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reign was distinguished by Ins liberality, clemency anl 
justice II« court was usually lielJ at \uddci, though lie 
occasionally resided at GonrJ or Lucknoutcc On the approach 4 - 
t vl the Mahomedm*, he «as odu«cd by hi s 1 nhmms, in 
‘accordance ns they Kud, with the instructions of their ^IvCmI 
boohs, to retire to fiomo remito prorincc Ho refused to 
follow their a<h ice, bat he made no preparation for the cmcr- 
pency, ami allowed 'himself to bo surprised at a meal by 
• Buklitiy at, who rushed into his palace w itli a handful of troops 
Hie king co ii trued to escapo through a back gato to hia 
boats, and did not pause until ho had reached Jugunnalh, m 
Orissa t It is worthy of remark, that while the king of Delhi 
offered an honourable resistance to the Mahomedans, and the 
king of Cunouj fell bravely defending Jus liberty, and 
Chittore mado the moat heroic Btrugglc, Bengal fell without 
even an effort for its indcpcndcnco The whole kmgdom was 
conquered within a single year, 'and submitted patiently to 
the rule of the Mahomedan for five con* ones and a half, till 
he was supplanted by the Christian Bukhtiyar delivered up 
the city of Nuddea to plunder, and then proceeded to Gour, 
which offered no defence The Hindoo temples were de- 
molished, and Mabomedan mosques, palaces, and caravanseras 
built with the materials After the conquest of Bengal 
Bukhtiyar marched with a large army to Bootan nud Assam, 
hut was signally defeated by those brave highlanders and 
dnyen back to Bengal, where he died of chagrin*- three years 
nflcr Iil. had entered the province * 

l, hom«u During these transactions, Afaliomed was cn 
6 -» t’o® gaged in ambitious expeditions w the west The 
empire of the Seljuks having fallen to pieces, he was anxious 
t come m for a share of it Of the new kingdoms which 
had arisen upon its ruins, that of Khunsm, on the eastern 
shore of the Caspian Sea, hail attained great power under 
Takasb, against whom Maftomed now led his forces, but ex 
perienced a signal defeat, and was obliged to purchase a 
retreat by a heavy ransom On his .return to lua own do- 
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minions, he resolved to pnmsh the Gnhl^rs for their incessant 
Tebelhons, and not only brought them under subjection, 
*but is said to have constrained {hem to jmbrace the creed 
of the Prophet, but on his way back jo Ghuzm, he was, 
assassinated by two of the tribe as he was reposing m his tent, 
in the year 1206 He governed the kingdom in his brother’s 
name for forty five years, and was king in his own right 
for only three In the coarse of ten years, he completely 
demolished the Hindoo power from the hanks of the Sutlcge 
to the bay of Bengal, and at the period of his death, the 
vl ole of Hmdostan, with the exception of Halwa, was under 
a settled and permanent Mahomedan government* The 
treasure he left, the fruit of nine expeditions to India, is 
stated at a sum which appears incredible, particularly when 
it is said to have included five mauns of diamonds 
Kootub-wd Mahomed, who was childless was in the habit 
4«n. i-ce. 0 f training up the most pronusing of bis slaves, 
and rai mg them according to their ment, to posts of dignity 
and power His nephew, Mahmood, who was in possession 
of Ghore, was indeed proclaimed king throughout all the 
provinces on both sides the Indus, but the kingdom was soon 
broken up into separate states. Of the slaves of the deceased 
monarch, Eldozc, the governor of Ghuzm, seized on Cabal and 
Candahar, while Kootub retained the sovereignty of Hindos 
tan Eldozc, who affected still to consider India a dependency 
of Ghuzm marched against him, but was defeated at Lahore. 
Kootub followed up the victory and recovered Ghuzm, where 
ho assumed the orown, but was soon after expelled by hia 
rival, and driven back to India, with which, after this reverse, 

* he determined to remain content. The establishment of the 
Mahomedan empire in India m, therefore, considered to date 

* from this e\ent, in the year, 120C # Kootub was the first of 
those Turki slaves who ro<=c to ^pvcreigntv and furnished a 
succession of rulers to Iudia. Meanwhile, Taka«h the great 
monarch of Ehan*m having overrun Fers a, marched against 
Eldozc and cstingiual cd his bnef reign, as well as tLat of 
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Mahmood of Ghorc, iud annexed all tne provinces west of the 
Indus to liis possessions. Kootub did not enjoy his Indian 
sovereignty more^than four years, when he was succeeded by 
his son, Aram, whq was displaced within a twelvemonth by 
Altumsh, the slave and the son-in-law of Kootub, in 1211. 
lie justified the preference of his master during a Jongicigo 
of twenty-five years. 

. It was in the tenth year of his reign that Jelal- 

Jenglila Khan. JL ° 

*■ ood-deen, the King of Kharism, was driven to sec.c 
shelter in India by the irruption of Jcnghis Khan, the greatest 
conqueror of that age, and the original founder of Mogul 
groatnbss. The Moguls were a tribe of Tartars, who roamed 
with their flocks and herds on the northern side of the great 
wall of China, without any fixed abode. When their numbers 
Increased beyond the means of subsistence they poured down 
on the fertile provinces of the soyth. The father of Jenghis 
IChan presided over thirteen of these nomadic tribes, whoso 
number did not exceed 40,000. At the ago of forty, Jcnghis 
Khan had established his power over a JJ the Tartar tribes, and 
at a general convention held about tbo year 1210, was ne- 
Itnowlcgcd the great Khan of the Moguls by the shepherd 
hordes from the wall of China to the Volga. ITe had received 
no education, and was unable cither to read or write j but ft 
natural genius for conquest, and the ficiy valour and insatiablo 
cupidity of his followers, raised him to the summit of human 
power. Tho Moguls burst with nypetflosdty on China, over- 
leaped the barriers which the Chinese monarch? had erected 
to cxcludo them; and after storming jiirufty cities compelled 
tho emperor to cede tho northern provinces to them and rctiro 
to tho south of tho Yellow river. In the west, the progress 
of Jcnghis Khan brought him into collision with Mahomed, . 
tho great sultan, of Kljprism, who held m contempt tho 
shepherd soldiers of Tartai^, with no wealth but their flocks 
and their swords — and no cities but tlicir tents. Ifo put 
three of Jcnghis Khan's ambassadors to (?<_ath, and refused 
oil redress, tusrl die Jfrigwf peared dona on his dominions 
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with an army of 700,000 men Malnfoed met tim with 
400,000 troops, but was defeated and obliged to 83, leaving, 
it is said, 160,000 of them dead on the field* Mahomed then 
distributed lus soldiers among Ins various cities in the hope of 
impeding the career of the enemj , but the cities fell to lum 
rabidly, and the magnificent monarch of Khansrn, recently 
the most powerful in Asia, died without an attendant m a 
barren island of the Caspian Sea From that sea to the Indus, 
more than 1,000 miles in extent, the whole country was laid 
waste with fire and sword by these ruthless larbamns It 
was the greatest calamity which hid befallen the human race 
since the deluge and five centuries have barclj been sufficient 
to repair that desolation The son of Mahomed the heroic 
Jclal ood deen, continued to fight the Moguls at eveiy stage, 
but nothing could arrest their pi ogress He encountered them 
for the hat tune on the banks of the Indus, when his whole 
army pen bed, and he sprung with Ins horse into the stream, 
attended l*y onJj a few follower®, and sought an a®j lum from 
Altumsh , but that pnnee was too prudeut to provoke the 
vengeance of the man who ha 1 made himself the scourge of 
Asia, and Jclal ood deen was obliged to seek some other 
refuge After a variety cf adventures he was killed about 
ten years after in Mesopotamia The victorious and de- 
structive career of the Mogul-, does not belong to the history 
of India, the soil of which they did not then invade Hut 
Jcnghia Khan effected^ complete revolution m tlic polity aud 
destinies of Central Asia, and gave a predominant mflucucc to 
the Moguls who, after the lapse of three centimes, were led 
jut ss the Indus under the auspices of Baber, and c\ entually 
established on the throne of India 

The emperor Altumsh was cmploj ed for sc\ oral 
Airatch. las. y C3ra u snbduing lus owik insubordinate viccrovs, 
and subjugating those provinces of fluid stan \i Inch still main- 
tained some show of independence. lit reduced the fortress of 
ruitarabore m Itajpootana, caj tured Gwalior and Mandoo, an 1 
then proceeded against Opjcm, tl c capital of Sfalwo, one of 
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the eacred cities of^thc Hindoos, v litre lie destroyed the 
magnificent temple of Muba Kal, erected 1,200 years before 
by V il ronndityu,vsenchng the images to Dulu to be brol ca 
Up at llio entranco^of the great mosque He died in 1,236, 
aud liras succeeded by Ins son , but he w as deposed for his vices 
■within six months by the nobles, who laised his sister Sultana 
Jtczia to the throne « This celebrated princess, endowed ac 
cording to the historian with c\ cry royal virtue, governed 
the empire for a time with the greatest ability and success 
She npj cared daily on the throno m the habit of a sultan, 
gave ^whence to all comers, and set herself vigorously to 
the revision of the laws, and the reformation of abuses , but 
sbe exalted to the highest dignity in the empire an Abys- 
sinian slave to w hom she had become partial, and her jealous 
nobles took up aims against her She fought them in two 
severe l attles but was defeated ••captured, and put to death, 
after a br cf reign of three years arid a 1 alf The tw o sue 
cecdrng reigns occupied only six jears when Nazir ood deen, 
Nizit-ood-aeen, a grandson of Altumsh mounted the throne 
l ** t Bulbun, a Turki slave, and the son m law of 

Altumsh was appointed his chief minister, and proved to be 
one of the ablest statesman of Ins time Under bis admin btra- 
tion the government was strengthened by the more complete 
reduction of the Hindoo chiefs , and his nephew, Sherc Khan, 
who w as charged with the defence of the Indu£ ngaiunt tho 
Moguls succeeded likewise m re-^nncving the province of 
Ghuzm to the throne of Delhi Bulbun was for a time sup- 
planted m his office of vizier tj an nuwoithy favourite of the 
empcior but the disasters which followed his drsro 5 sal, and, 
tho remonstrances of the nobles constrained his master to 
reinstate lum In the tenth year of this reign an embassy 
arrived from Hulahoo, tire giaudson of Jeughis Khan, btfoio 
whom Asia trembled aid 0 it was resohed to make every 
exertion to give his envoy the most honourable reccjtion 
The vizier himself went out to meet 1 im with 50,000 fcorso 
and 200,000 infantiy, 2,000 war elephants, and 3,000 ear 
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mges of fireworhs By this noble escort he was conducted 
"to the durbar of the emperor, around who^e throne stood 
twenty five of the princes who had been Spelled from their 
hei editary seats by the Moguls, and obtained an asylum at 
Delhi Nazir ood deens private life was that of a hermit, 
lus personal expenses were defrayed from the sale of the 
bools which he transcribed , lus fan? which was of the 
simplest character, was prepared by his wife w hq was bis 
sole female companion He died without leaving any eon, 
and was succeeded by his minister Bulb on. 

This prince was equally renoivned for his 
Buibun, 1 66 j US j, ce an( j g eiier0S ity and for the vigour of lus 
admuustration though Ins cruelty on certain occasions has in- 
duced some of the historians to represent him as a monster 
He continued the hospitality which his predecessor had shown 
to tl o dethroned pnnees of'Tartary, Transoxiana hdiorasan, 
PcTbia, Ink, and other provinces placed tl c royal palaces at 
their disposal and granted them the most liberal allowances 
These princes were accompanied by the accomplished scholars 
who had been assembled around them and the court of 
Bnlbun was thus considered the most polite and magnificent in 
As a lie banished all usurers, players and l u Boons from its 
prcciuct 1 * and set an example of the severest frugality and 
temperance At the same tune he endeavoured to curb the 
indolence of * the royj] slaves wlo had begun to arrogate 
great power , but bo mad!, it a rule to give no promotion to 
any Hindoo He, was advised to reconquer Malwa and 
Guzerat whch had Knotted but wisely replied that the por 
•tentous cloud of Moguls ever hanging o\er lus northern 
frontier, demanded 1 is undivided attention lie resolved 
howe'er, to inflict ft severe retribution on T grid Ki an, the 
viceroy of the opulent pro' mcc of BtDgal who had omitted 
to rem t the plunder recently acquucd from a rebel cl icf, and on 
hearing of Ins mas* r s tilnc^s, had raised the red umbrella, an 1 
assumed the title of king Two armies were sent m t-uaxesioa 
ogams* 1 1 a and defeated a»ad JBulbun took the h 1 1 in person. 

£ 2 
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Tie refractory governor fled to Onssa, and was pursued 
by the impcml troops Mullih, one of the emperor a gene- 
rals, advanced t6*the camp of the enemy with only forty 
followers, and ruihing into Togrul Khan’s tent shouted 
“ Victory to lung Bulbun,” cutting down all who opposed 
him The viceroy, imagining that the whole of the imperial 
army was upon lnm, took to flight, and hie army was entirely 
disperse^ Bulbun made an ill use of his victory, bj putting to 
death ereiy member of the rebel s family, even to the women 
and children During these transactions the Moguls again 
burst <jn Ilmdostan , and Mahomed, the accomplished son of 
the emperor, wjio had collected around him the men most 
celebrated in Asia for learning and gemus, maiched to oppose 
them The Moguls, dispersed after a long and 6angtuiruy 
action Mahomed pursued them with imprudent Imto and 
on his return was unexpectedly enveloped bj a bod) of their 
cavalry, superior in number to his own followers, and foil in 
tho combat With him perished the hopes of tho <l)jn«dy 
The army and the empire was equal!) filled with lamentation, 
for he was the idol of both, and Ins father, then mins eightieth 
year, soon after died of a broken heart 
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son the most salutary advice, returned t» his own government 
.But the youth again abandoned himself to indulgence on his 
return to the capital, and it terminated in naky Then came 
a scramble for power between the TartarJmercenanes around 
the throne, and the Afghan mountaineers of Gbtizw and 
Ghore denominated the Glnljies The Tartars were cot to 
pieces Kin hobad was killed in hn> bed fc and the Glnljic chief, 
Feroze mounted the throne at the age of seventy, taking the 
title of Jelal ood deco. Thus closed the dynasty tfhich Jias 
been denominated that of the slaves, winch commenced 
with the slave Kootub, m 1206, and terminated in 12oS, 
w itlnn three years of the death of the slave Bulbun * 
i>ro«, i js. The period of thirty three years, during which 
the Gluljie family occupied the throne of Delhi, 
was rendered memorable in the history of India, by the sub- 
jugation of the Deccan to Jbe Alaliomedan arms Feroze, on 
mounting the tin one, jut to death the infant son of the late 
king whose cause had been espoused by the opposite faction, 
but tbit, was the only act of cruelty during his reign, which 
was, on the contrary, marked by a verj impolitic lenity, which 
seemed to multij ly crime, and to weaken the authority of 
go\cmment Iu the fifth 3 ear of his reign, in the year 1294, 
Exrrttonto a ccnturj after the battle of Thane&ur, winch 
uie Deccan i»t the final blow to Hindoo power m flmdos 
tan, his nephew, Vila ood deen, a man of great energy and 
violent ambit 10a, hut without a conscience, carried his arm* 
across the 'Vrludda and paved the way for the conquest of 
the Deccan He Ind been aj pointed to the government of 
(Jude and Korah, and was successful m subdmng some 
refractorj chieftains m Bundlccund and Malwa which led 
him to project a m winding expedition to the south. He 
collected an army of 8 000 men, and swept across the Ntr 
budda with a degree of ra{ idit>,grhich confounded the natnc 
princes, and suddenly presented himself before Deogur, the 
Tagara of the 1? man writers the Dowlutabad of modem 
h?)ory The living in the security 0/ perfect peace? 
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throne, and endeavoured to divert the people from the odious 
/rime to which he owed his elevation, by the exhibition of 
games and amusements He was unable, to read or write 
when he became king, but applied t d letters with such 
n-"iduity, as to become a good Persian scholar , after which, 
he surrounded himself with learned men, and took great 
pleasure in their society His government was stern and 
inflexible, but admirably suited to the exigencies of the time 
The insurrections which broke out in various •provinces 
immediately on hn» accession, were quelled by his promptitude 
and energy , and his reign, which was prolonged to twenty- 
otie year?, was constantly occupied in efforts to r<*pel the 
Moguls in the north, and to subjugate the Hindoos in the 
south. 

Contrast or Two years after he had mounted the throne, he 
Coieru, 1^37 dispatched an .army to Guzerat, where the raja 
had resumed lus independence The country had recovered 
from the effect of pre~ious invasions, and was again smiling 
v. ith prosperity, but this new torrent of destruction swept 
away cvcrv vestige of improvement, and the Hindoo powtr 
sunk to rise no more The magnificent city of Pnttun, with 
its marble edifice-, built from the quarries of Ajm^re, was 
completely demolished The images of its opulent "brines 
were dc«trojcd and a Mahomodan mosque erected in front 
of the principal temple Among the prizes of this campaign 
the historians partiSutady note Kowla Devec the wife of 
the king, a woman of unrivalled beauty, who was transferred 
to Alla ood deen's seraglio, and Kafoor, a handsome slave, 

, M ho rose to distinction at Court, and eventually became the 
scourge of the Deccan Tho expedition to Guzerat was no 
sooner completed, than the attention of tho emperor wa 3 
n ^ s=»»- distracted by another Mogul invasion Two hun- 

1 “^ drcd thousand hor«<*nen, under Kutlugh Khan 
crossed the ludu- and marched down upon Delhi. The 
wretched inhabitants were driven before them like sheep 
ia to the atj , and faming began to stare that vast multitude 
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in the face The emperor marched out at the head of his 
troops, and the native historian affirms, that on no former 
occasion had so prent a multitude of human beings been 
collected together ih India in one place The Indian troops 
won the day, chiefly through the exertions of Zuffcr Khan, 
the most distinguished of the emperor's generals But in the 
pursuit of the enemy .he was earned away by his impetuosity, 
the emperor’s brother who was jealous of his increasing 
power withheld all succour from him, and he was cut to 
pieces after having performed prodigies of valour IIis 
ungenerous master who dreaded his genius, did not hesitate 
to say/that his death was as fortunate a circumstance as the 
defeat of the Moguls 

capture of In the year 1803, Alla ood deen attached the 
ciuuore, lm f or trcss of Chittorc, the scat of the Kajpoot 
family, whtch now reigns at Oodygorc The siege was pushed 
with great vigour, and when all further defence appeared hoj c- 
less a large funeral pile was Kindled m the fort, into winch 
the queen, Tudmance, a woman of exquisite beaut), and the 
females of the noblest families, threw themselves After this 
fearful sacrifice, the gates wore thrown open, and the raja, 
with his faithful followers, rushed on the weapons of the 
enemy, and obtained the death thej sought Iho emperor 
destroyed nil the temples and palaces winch had adorned the 
city, but spared the residence of the king and qnecn Trom 
these transactions he was recalled hy nifother in% aMon of the 
Mogul-, who extended their ravages up to the gates of Delhi, 
and retired in consequence, it was said, bf a panic created 
among them Lytho jrajcrsof a saint These nn anions were , 
renew ed in 1305 and 1306, but tho Moguls were difeakd in 
both expeditions *lo make an example of them the cnq-emr 
ordered the heads of all the male prisoners to l>o struck i fT, 
an 1 a pillar to beconstructulof themat Del! i, and the women 
and children to be gold into sknto After, this c\ cut, tl < re 
was but one farther irruption of these tribes during the 
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inT»*i«sc'ti8 Tie first expedition to the 9 Deccan m this reign 
iv an, nos , n J 3 Q 3 vras interrupted by tlio mvasion of the 
Moguls, and the generals who were left ta» conduct it, when 
the emperor w as recalled, were unsucecssftd Another amij 
was as cmblcd in. 1306, under the command of Kafoor, once 
the slave, but now the favourite general of his master, and 
sent to chastise tho raja of Deogur, who had neglected to 
paj up lus tribute It was in this expedition that Kafoor 
subdued tho Mabratta* whoso name now appears* for the 
first time in history Ram deva, the king of Deogur, made 
hia gut mission, anil proceeded to Delhi to wait on tho 
emperor, when he was restored to power Kafoor, likewise, 
recovered Dewil D v*'*', the daughter whom the empress had 
borno to her former husband, and who had inherited all her 
mothers beauty After a long jursuit she was o\crtakcn 
near tho caves of tllora — and this is tho earliest notice of 
them — and on her nrmal at Delhi became the bnde of the 
cmjieror s son, at so earl> a peuod do we find intermarriages 
betw ci n the Hindoos and the Mahomodans Vn expedition scut 
from Bengal along the coast to Wanmgolc, which was for 
marly two centunes tho capital of Tibngnna, haring failed, 
Kafoor was suit against it in 1309 He ra\ aged the northern 
(Toaiuccs ob amed a great victor}, ami took the fort after a 
si ge of some mouths The raja was condemned to j ay 
tribute and £nfoor returned to Delhi 
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proceeded (art !ier drfwn on the western or Malabar coast ; but 
ho overran the whole of the eastern provinces on the Coro- 
mandel coast, to. the extreme limit of the Peninsula ; and at 
Rimisseram, opposite Ceylon, erected a raosqne, as a memorial 
of his victories. He returned to Delhi, in 1311, laden with 
the plunder of the Deccan; the value of which has been 
calculated by “ sober ” historians at 100 crores of rupees. 
The emjicror made a liberal distribution of this wealth, but 
his generosity was forgotten in the barbarous massacre of 
13,000 of the converted Moguls who had manifested a dis- 
position to revolt on being capriciously dismissed from his 
service. In the year 1312, Kafoor was again sent into the 
Deccan to coerce the son of Ram-deva, the raja of Dcogur, 
who had succeeded Ins father, and “ withdrawn Ins neck from 
the yoke of obedience.” lie put the raja to death, annexed 
his kingdom to the throne of Delhi, and carried his anna over 
the whole of the Camata and Mahratta territories. 


Fitlncllf'ti of 
the rhlljie 
djunit), 13-1 


Towards the latter period of his reign Alh-ood- 
deen ga\o himself up to indulgence, winch en- 
feebled both hia mind and his body; but the 


vigour winch he had infused into the go\crnmcnt still con- 


tinned to animate it. At length Ins infatuated attachment 


to Kafoor, whose baseness was equal to his talents, created 


general discontent. It was at the instigation of tins wretch 


that he imprisoned his queen, and his two cfdcr t FOns. Rebel- 
lions broke out in rapid succession ill tlic countries ho had 
conquered. Unmir, the renowned Rajpoot chieftain, ncniered 
Cluttoro ; the ron-iu-law of Ram-deva raised a revolt in the 


Deccan j Guzer.it was for a time in a state of insurrection/ 


and tlic "emperor sunk into the grave amidst these dark clouds, 
not without the suspicion of poison. It was during Ins reign 
that the Uahonicdau arms were first carried to CajKi Comorin, 
and the authority of tho'Vmpcror for a time prcdoinm ited 
through the length of India; but the more southern conquests 
were transient Though he was often capricious, and pomo- 
Umes cruel, his rulo was ciu*rcete and beneficial, the iu- 
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cessnnt wars of the Hindoo princes with fcacb other were sup- 
pressed by his sovereignty, and a general feeling of security 
gave prosperity and wealth to the country and magnificent 
buildings rose in every direction Alla-ood-*fieen had thoughts 
at one tune of setting up for a prophet , »but he gave up the 
project, and contented himself with assuming the title of a 
second Alexander on lus coins Kafoor produced a pretended 
will of his patron, appointing lus youngest son his successor, 
and lnmsclf regent Then began the usual destruction of 
the royal family in the struggle for power Gafoor put out 
tho cj es of the two eldest sons The officers of the court m 
a few days caused Cafoor lnmself to be assassinated, and 
placed the third son, Slobanh, on the throne, who immediately 
put to death the mstrumems of his elevation, and extinguished 
the sight of his youngest brother. On the other hand he re- 
leased 17,000 prisoners, restored lands winch had been unjustly 
confiscated, and repealed oppressive taxes He put himself 
at tho head of his army, and by an act of vigour reduced 
Gnzcrat, and captured tho insurgent son in law of Ram deaa, 
whom he caused to be flajed alive Bnt on his return to the 
capital he ga\ c himself up to the most degrading debaucheries 
while lus favourite Khusro, a converted Hindoo, was sent to 
ravage the maritime province of Malabar which Kafoor bad 
left untouched, though by some the expedition is supposed to 
hare cvtmded only to the province of Coorg Khusro re- 
turned to Delhi with abundance of treasure, ur-sassmated lus 
master, and usurped the throne To secure the possession 
of it, he proceeded 4 to put every sun inng member of tho 
joyal famiij to death , but Ghazce Toghluk, the governor of 
tho Punjab, soon after marched on Delhi, with thc'\eteran 
troops of tho frontier prouncc, disciplined bj constant con- 
flicts with the Moguls, and put an end to the reign and hfe 
of the won ter. • 
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no sooner retired from tbe edifice than ltffell and crashed the 
father to death. 

Mshoaed * Jonah Khan ascended tlie throne in 1325, and 
To^Muk, » 2 S assumed the title of Mahomet/ Toghluk Tins 
pnnee, whose follies brought on the dismemberment of the 
empire, was a compound of the most contradictory qualities 
lie was the most accomplished pnnee of Ins day, stalled in 
every science, and learned even in the philosophy of the 
Greek schools, a liberal patron of learning, tempersftc, and 
even austere m 1«* private life, and distinguished in tlie Geld 
by his courage and mflitary talents But all these noble 
qualities were neutralized by such perversity of disposition, 
and such paroxysms of tyranny, as made lnra the object of 
universal execration It wa« the intoxication of absolute 
power which incited him to acts winch none but a madman 
would have thought of “ Sf> little," says the native histo- 
rian, “did he hesitate to shed the blood of God’s creatures, 
that when he took vengeance, it seemed as if he wished to 
exterminate the human family ” The very first act of Ins 
reign was an enigma. The Moguls invaded the Punjab, 
und«r one of their most celebrated generals and the emperor 
tiought them off with a large subsidy, though lie could not 
fail to perceive that tins display of weakness wool 1 inevitably 
bring them Lack with a keener appetite for plunder lie 
then assembled a large army for the conquest of Persia, but, 
after consuming Ins rfaoujces, it was broken up for want of 
pay, and became the terror of Ins own subjects in even 
direction Finding lus treasury exhausted bj his extravagant 
pehemes, he determined to replenish it by levying contnbi - 
tions on the empire of China. A bod} of 100 000 men was 
accordingly *cnt acro«s the 6nowv range, bnt it was attached 
lj a superior force on reaching the confines of that empire, 
and obliged to retire Unrated in their retreat ty the 
Chinese troops, and tlie exasperated mountaineers, and worn 
out bj fatigue an<? privation, few of the unfortunate troops 
re turned to tell the tafc # of their tLsgracc, and these who 
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survived the sword *ind famine were butchered by their own 
master Hiving heard that the Chinese were in the habit cf 
using a piper cuircncy, lie deteimmcd to adopt tin* fiiode of 
filling his coffers, only substituting copper to! tns for piper 
The insolvency of the treasury depreciated tlic t due of the 
tokens, and foreign merchants refnsed to touch them The 
mercantile transactions of the empire w ere thrown into con- 
fusion, and the universal misciy and discontent which tho 
measure* entailed, constrained him to withdraw the token's, 
but not before thousands had been ruined by them So ex- 
orbitant wcic his exactions, tl at the husbandmen sought 
refuge in the woods, and were dnven to robbery for a sub- 
sistence The towns were deserted, and the inhabitants 
goaded into resistance by despair The enraged emperor 
ordered out bis army as if for a ro>al hunt, surrounded a 
large circle of territory, aud dro^e the wretched people into 
the centre, where they were slaughtered like wild beasts 
On a subsequent occasion, he ordered a general massacre of 
the inhabitants of Punouj 

Continue ifoi year 1338 he took the field in person 

i c» of Mahomed, against his nephew, who had been dm en to revolt 
1 in the Deccan The young prince was captured 

and flayed olive On reaching Dcognr, Mahomed was eo 
charmed with the beauty of its situation, and the mildness of 
the climate, that he resolved to make it the capital of lus em- 
pire and at the same time changed its 'name to Bowlutabad. 
With Ins usnal fatuity , he ordcied Delhi -to 1 e abandoned, and 
its inhabitants men, women, and children, to trav el to the 
new city a distai ce of 800 miles along a road which he 
caused to he planted with full grown trees This wild at- 
tempt to change the long established metropolis of the 
empire as as for a time suspended in consequence of the in- 
tolerable misery it created* It was subsequently revived, 
but though Delhi was deserted, Donlntabat? did not prospci , 
and the project was eventually abandoned after thousands 
cf families had been ruined by it iVt the same time, as if to 
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mock the calamities of his subjects, Ifc caused a decayed 
tooth, -which hid been extracted, to he mterred at Beer, and 
erected a magnificent mausoleum over it At lcugth he con- 
ceived the notion that the disasters of hi# reign arose from 
the fact of his not hi'ing received investiture from the 
Calipll, the successor of Mahomed A splendid embassy naa 
accordmgly sent to Bagdad, and on its return with the firman, 
he ordered the names of all his predecessors who had cot 
received the same honour, to lie 6truck out of the royal 
calendar 
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avenge the wanton slaughter of seventy of their nobles 
The emperor immediately proceeded against them, gave up 
the cities of Suiat and Cambay to plunder, and ravaged the 
whole prounco a\if it had been an enemy’s country The 
Guzerat Moguls obtained an asylum in the Deccan, where 
they were joined by all whom the atrocities of Mahomed had 
exasperated and, having taken possession of Dowlutabad, 
proclaimed Ismael than, an Afghan, king The emperor 
matched* against them with great promptitude, inflicted a 
signal defeat on them, and shut them in that fortress lint, 
while engaged in besieging it, he was called away by a fresh 
conspf acy in Guzerat The Moguls defeated lus son in law, 
who had been left in command and in conjunction with the 
governor of Malwa, who had likewise revolted from b»s 
master, succeeded in establishing o new monarchy m the 
Deccan which is known in history as the Baliminy kingdom 
In 1351, Mahomed proceeded against the pnnee of Tatta, in 
Sinde, who had given an asylum, to the Guzerat insurgents 
lie halted within a few miles of that city to eelebrato the 
Hohurrum, and surfeited himself with fish, which brought on 
Dea b of a fev er of which he died m 1351 At the time of 
Mahomed i35i j U8 all the Maliomedan possessions m the 

Deccan, as well as the province of Bengal, had been alienated 
from the throne of Delhi 

FeT&ie TogMok, Mahomed was buccccdcd by lus nephew Feroze 
1351—1388 Togliluk, who endeavoured to reeSver Bengal, 
but seeing no chance of success, acknowledged the indepen 
deuce of Hajee, who had assumed the government, and wisely 
fixed the boundaries of the kingdom Soon after, he con 
sented to receive an envoy from the Bahmuay king of the 
Deccan, and thus admitted the fact of his sovereignty The 
reign of Feroze tlougli by no means brill ant was marked 
ly a wise administration. He discouraged luxury by his 
own csamjle, xej ealed vexations imposts, limited the number 
of capital punishments, and abolished tortihe and mutilation 
Bnt the erection of pul he works^was 1 is ruling passion, 
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and tbe historians of Ins diy enumerate with exultation 
among the monuments winch he left, fifty dams across nvers 
to promote irrigation, forty mosques, thirty colleges, twenty 
palaces, thirty resort oirs, five mausoleums, a hundred cara- 
vanseras, a hundred hospitals, a hundred public baths, a 
hundred and fifty bridges, and two hundred towns The 
greatest achievement of lus reign, how<otcr, was the canal 
from the source of the Ganges to the Sutlege, winch still 
licars his name, and places him among the most reuowncd 
benefactors of mankind After a lugn of thirty four 3 cars, 
ho resigned the throne to Ins son, usually called Magomed 
Toghluh the sccoud, who gave himself up to indulgence, and 
was deposed by the nobles when Fuozc was constrained to 
resumo the imperial power Bat ho was now in the ninetieth 
year of Ins age, and 111 I3b8 tnn&fcncd the sceptre to Ins 
grandson, Glims During the next ten years, the throne 
was occupied by no fewer than four princes The court was 
filtcd with plots, two kings liswlcd within the circuit of tho 
capital, fir three 3 ears and wagtd incessant war with each 
other ZZindostan was thrown into a state of complete 
aunn.li} , and four independent kingdoms were carved out of 
the dominions of Delhi, leawng n ithing to that august throne 
but tbe districts immcdiatch ironnd it 



ro ASIOV OF TI'IlTf- 


CC 


[cir«* 


suspected of treachery Hu independence may he paid to 
date from the diy of his accession to the government, J V H 
there was no poorer at Delhi to enforce his obedience It 
was about the year 1398 that Nazir Khan, the a iceroj of 
Candesh, wluch consists of tho lower a alley of the Tnptco, 
threw ofF his allegiance, and espoused a d inghtcr of the new 
king of Guzerat, to which more powerful state Ins little prin- 
cipality t was generally considered subordinate Still nearer 
tho capital, Khojah Jehan, tho rizicr or Mahomed Toghli k 
tho third, and hi ewise viceroy of Jonnporc, availed lnrn^cll 
of thp troubles o f tho times to assume tho royal umbrella 
Tho empire of Delhi, thus despoiled of its fairest province*, 
fell an easy ftcy to the invader, who was now approach! ig 
it, — the most ftroc ons of any of those who have laid waste 
tho plains of Ilmdostan 

Itaur 139 a. Tho Ameer Timur, or Tamerlane, was born 
within forty miles of Samorcand, and camo of a 
Turhi family, which had long been in tho service of the de- 
scendants of Jcnglus Khan Ills lot was cast at a period in 
human affairs when the decay of vigour m the established 
kingdoms presented the fairest opportunity for the foundation 
of a new empire by any danng adventurer Timur was pos- 
sessed of the spirit suited to such an enterprise, and, having 
been raised at the age of thirty four, to tho throne of 
Samarcand by the general voice of his country men, in tl 0 
course of a few years prostrated every throne that stood in 
the way of his progress, and became at once the scourge t f 
Asia and the terror of Europe Animated by a stupendous 
ambition, he led the hordes of Tartary to the conquest 
of Persia Khorasan and Transoxiana, and subjugated tl e 
whole of Mesopotamia and Georgia and a portion of Russia 
and Siberia. Having made himself master of the whole of 
Central Asia he despatched his grand, on, Peer Mahomel 
with a powerful army to invade India “Jbe youth, howevei, 
encountered more opposition than wa3 expected, and Timur 
found it necessary to advance to bis support He arrived on 
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the banks of the Indus on the 12th of September, 1898, with 
ninety-two squadrons of horse, and crossed it at Attocl , 
where Alexander the Great had crossed it/beforc him His 
grandson booh after joined his camp, and the two armies 
marched to Bhutncre, but though the town was surrendered 
on terms, it was burnt to the ground, and the inhabitants 
were put to the sword Tlio Milages aftd towns were de- 
serted as he advanced, but a considerable number of 
prisoners necessarily remained in bis nands, and as they were 
found greatly to encumber bis march, ho ordered them 
all to be massacred in cold blood, to tho number of 100*000 
A battle was soon after fought under the walls of Delhi, 
betneon the veterans of Timur and the effeminate soldiers of 
the empire, with the result which might have been expected 
Tho emperor was defeated and fled to Guzcrat, and Timur 
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they extended only twelve miles from ?hc city m one direc- 
tion, and scarcely a mile m the other Bcloli Lodi, thinking 
the pear was now npe, marched down upoiyDellii The king 
resigned the throne to him without a sigh, and retired on a 
pension to Budaon where he passed twenty eight years of 
his life in cultivating lus gardens With linn, in 1450, ended 
the house of the Syuds • 

rdou U"ii» Bcloh was an Afghan of the tribe qf Lodi 
i isn-iiss now known as the Lohance, winch is engaged 

chiefly in the conveyance of merchandise between Ilindostan 
and Pc*ua Ilia grandfather, a wealthy trader repaired to 
the court of Feroze Toghluk, the first great patron of the 
Afghans where he acquired sufficient interest toobtun the 
government of Mooltan, to which was subsequently added 
that of the Punjab This rich inheritance eventually came to 
Bdoli, though not without groat opposition on the part of his 
relatives Ills success was chiefly owing to the talents of 
Ilumccd, the vizier of lus predecessor, whom he subsequently 
banished from his court, on the plea that he was becoming 
too powerful for a subject The ambitions Beloli was not 
likely to remain content with the humble limits to which the 
imperial territory had been reduced and the great object of 
lus reign was to extend his authority, and more particularly 
to re annex the kingdom of Jounporo to the crown, which, 
since its c**tal lislimcnt, had become, in every respect, the 
rival of Delhi Bcloli had «iot been two j care on the throne 
before ho made an inroad into it, but was \ igorousfy repuked. 
The struggle between the two kingdoms was jrolonged with 
\-anous successes for twenty eight years, during wh oh period 
Delhi was twice besieged l y the armies of Jounporo lies 
tihtics were occasionally suspended by a truce bat it only 
afforded the combatants the opportunity of recruiting their 
strength for fresh conflicts It is distressing to reflect on the 
desolation cntailed^m these districts, which form the garden 
of Ilindostan, and llio misciy inflicted on the wretched in 
habitants, by the mtcmccmp wars of these tw o roy at bouses, 
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m comparison with which cicn tho oppression of the worst of 
governments must appear light Happily for the interests §f 
humanity, the conflict was brought to a closo in 147G, when 
tho “King of tho East,’ as he was fctylcd, fled to Bengal and 
the kingdom of Jounporc was absorbed in the tcrritoiy of 
Delhi The dynasty existed for eiglity years, of which period 
one half was comprised in the reign of Ibrahim, one of the 
most illustrious princes in the history of Iliudostan Under 
Ins beneficent administration, the prosperity of the country 
reached its summit Learned men from all parts of India 
wcro # invited to the court, which was universally ^ttcVuow- 
leilged to bo the most polished and elegant in India The citv 
of Jounporc was odorned with superb and massn c structures, 
tho remains of wbch to this day testify the magnificence 
of the dynasty Bcloli survived this protracted warfare ten 
years, and died in 14S8, after s reign of thirty eight years, 
during winch he succeeded in extending the territory of the 
crown from the Jumoa to the ILmalayu, and from the Indus 
to Benares 

s*cundcn.ni Bcloli, os if he had determined to render family 
u> -aium x-oiii, feuds inevitable, dn ided his territories among his 
5 ^ sons, but Secundcr to whom he lnd bequeathed 
tho largest share, together with the throne, lost no time in 
dispossessing his brothers His prosperous leign of twenty- 
eight years was maibed by the recovery of Debar Though 
just and equitable in his administration 1 c followed the rule 
rather tl an the exception of the Mahomedan conquerors ot 
India with regard to tho treatment of the Hindoos He lost 
no opportunity of manifesting his hatred of tl em, and in 
every quarter demolished their temples aod erected mosques 
with the materials In the holy city of Muttra lie planted a 
mosque in froi t of the stairs leading to the sacred stream, 
and at length forbade tbfc devotees to bathe m it and the 
barbers to sliaTo the pilgrims In the y^ar 1517, be was sue 
cecded by Ibrahim, the third and laBt of his line, who 
alienated the nobles by I 113 suspicious temper and his haughty 
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demeanour His reign was a constant Struggle with rebel 
ton Behar revolted under it? governor, who i& «atd to h are 
bnJnght a body of 100,000 men into the Co^d, and repeatedly 
deflated the armies of the emperor A prince of Ins own 
family took possession of the eastern dis'n^ts and endea* 
a wired to revive the kingdom of Jcnnporc Dowlut Klian, 
tho governor of the Punjab, the viceroys of which had fre- 
quently imposed their own orders on the emperor of Delhi, 
and more than once usurped the throne itself, now entered 
into negotiation** with Sultan Baber for the invasion of Hin 
d.i^tan . Even the emperor s own brother, Alla ood decn, 
joined that prince at Cabul, and encouraged lum m his cfesigna 
oa Hmdostnn The success which attended his invasion will 
be the subject of a future chapter Ilaa ing thus reached the 
period when tho throne of Delhi was transferred to tho fifth 
and last Mahoraedan d\ na*tj , we turn to the progress of 
events in tho Deccan in JXalwa, and m Guzcrat, from the 
period when those provinces were separated from the empire 
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that his subjects wefc about to elect another sovereign, and 
take the field Mozuffcr was succeeded m 1412 ly lus grantt. 
son, Ahmed Shah, whose long reign of thirty yeaie, tv as J 
passed in constant hostilities either with Malwa or Men ar 
His name survives in the new capital Abmedabad, ninth he 
erected on the banks of the Saburmuttce, and adorned witl^ 
magnificent mosqtieSj caiavansens and pahees, in sucli pio 
fusion, that the Mahomtdan historians described it as the 
handsonffcst city ui the world He w as a zc ilous Makomcdan, 
and a gTcat destroyer of Hindoo temples and images Ho was 
succeeded in Id 13 by his son, Mahomed Shah, suinamed by 
Ins subjects, the ineiciful,* and by his enemies, the “weal ’ 
Sultan Hoshung the turbulent king of Malwa, died w 1452 
and bequeathed the kingdom to his eon, who was soon after 
put to death by lus minister, Malimood Khan Ghdjie, tie 
Afghan, who mounted the throng and proved to be the ablest 
.of the kings of Malwa during a long reign of forty seven 
j ears, which extended from 143o to 1482 Some yeais after 
Ins accession, ho invaded Guzcrat with an army of 100,000 
men, and pursued the feeble monarch to the proraontoiy of 
Dm, llie Guzerattec nobles, anxious to rctueve the national 
honour, persuaded the queen to administer poisou to him and 
then raised his son, Kootub Shah, to the throne, and resolved 
to make a vigorous effort for their independence A pitcl ctl 
battle w a* accordingly fought under the walls of Ahmcdcdud 
in which Malimood was f r the fin»t and last time dtfcited, 
but seeing the day lost, 1 e j lit himself at the head of gomo 
troopera, and pushing tl rough every obstacle bore off the 
regalia in triumph from the tent of the 1 mg AotwUlisfu l , 
ing this partial rev erst he stems to have had the unol strode 1 
tango of northern Ind a os vve find him the next jtar march 
ng to Biana, and establishing 1 is son governor of Ajmerc 
On 1 is return to Malwa the jrocccltd fret against tin 
Bahminy kingdom in the Deccan, then to C mdv h, and finally 
against the rajah cf Chittorc 

\ « Dam g the scenes of 4 confusion at Delhi, which 
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chNfere, ** 1 have been previously descnbcd, one ITindoo fong- 
* 4 f ->m la the north recovered its independence, and succeeded 
*■111 maintaining it for two centuries— the Rajpoot state of 
Cluttore, or Mcwar In the days of sultan IIo«1mng the 
throne was filled by Koombhoo, one oF the moat illustrious 
apnnees of that ancient line, who applied himself for fifty 
jears Mgorouslj to the consolidation of.Fajjoot power, an! 
founded the citj of Koomulncrc In 14oG, Kootub Shah < f 
Ouzo rat, formed an alliance n ith Mahmood of M^ua, for 
the con pieat and partition of Mcwar, hut the re suit of the 
afar is dfQcrently related The Mahomcdan lnstoiuns affin i 
that the Rajpoot prmce acl novledgcd himself the aa«sal of 
Mahmood, while Hindoo writers state that he was t ntmj liant, 
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tSigiuty, but to transfer the management of affairs to Ins son 
*2 lie youth was accordingly proclaimed vizier, aud the King 
retired to Ins seraglio, winch lie had filled with 15,000 of tlio 
most beautiful women he could procure In this female court, 
the pomp and distinctions of roy alty were strictly maintained , 
the roj al body guard consisted of 500 Tuiki maidens dressed 
in male attire and arpicd \i tth bows and quivers, and of 500 
■Vbyssimou girls furnished with firearms Strange as it may 
appear, \he king was allowed to enjoy this pageantry for 
eighteen years without a single attempt at rebellion His 
6on, Ivazir ood deen, succeeded him in 1500, and his reign of 
twelve y cars was noted only by its cruelty and sensuality 
. , , L . During the listless reign of Gheias ood deon, of 

llanmooii Shin, , , 

of outerst, Malwa, and the dissolute reign of his eon, the rival 

14M-18U throne of Guzerat was filled by Mahmood Shall, 
the brother of KootubShah who, ascended the throne in 1159, 
and shed lustre on it for fifty yeare Though crowned at the 
early age of fourteen, his talcntB were soon matured, and it 
was while yet a youth that he marched into Malwa, and 
created the diversion which has been noticed The European 
travellers who visited Lib court, awed by the dignity of his 
personal appearance, conceived the most extravagant opinion 
of bis power They affirmed that a portion of his daily food 
consisted of mortal poisons, with which lus system be- 
came so impregnated, that if a fly sat on hint it dropped 
down dead He was the original, of the picture drawn by 
the British poet of the prince of Cambay, “ whose food was 
asp, and basilisk and toad But even without tl c power of 
d gesting poisons, he was a most puissant prince In 14GD % 
he attacked Gernal, a H ndoo fortress, of boundloss antiquity 
and impregnable strength It fell on the third assault, when 
the king is said to have persuaded the raja and all his court 
to embrace hlahomedanisn* Three yeara after, ho overrun 
Cutcii and defeated an army of Btlochees, annexed Sinde 
to his dominions and extended lus boundary to the Indus 
Soon after a Makomedan saint coiqplaincd to him that on ius 
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rctarn from Ormuz in Persia, he Ind bten ill used and plun- 
dexed by the people of Jugut, the lands end of India on 
the western coast The King and Ins soldieia were equally 
inflamed by the story of the holy man’s w rongs, and tlicj 
marched with great zeal “ against the infernal minded 
1 ralimms,” as the Maliomcdan hibtonan, Ter^hta, calls them 
Jugut was reduced, but the pirates 05 the coast, who Bed 
to the island of Bete, m the guU 01 Cambay, arc said to have 
fought twenty na\ al battles before they were finally^subducd 
In 1482, Mali mood led an army against the Hindoo rater of 
the verj ancient principality of Ciiumpanerc The place is 
said to hue been defended by 00,000 Bajpoots, of whom a. 
large number fell in the siege, and tho prince and Ins minis 
ters were put to death when it was found that they refused 
to bccomo Musulmans The conflicts of tho Guzerat nary 
mth the Portuguese dating, this rctgn, tr di he narrated here 
after On the death of tins renowned prince in 1511, ho was 
succeeded by Ins son, Mozuffer the Second 
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\crncd at tlic time b£ Rani Sunga nvIio lnd rmcd it to tlio 
Rummit of prosperity by lug genius and a nlour Ilia army 
consisted of 80,000 horse, siipjiortcd by r *00 u ar elephants 
Sea oil rajas of the highest rank, and a hundred and thirteen 
of inferior note attended his stirrup to the field The rijis 
of Jcypore and llwit served under lug Laiiuer, an 1 he was 
the acknowledged hqad of all the Rajpoot tribes The historian 
of R vjpootaua enumeiatcs oigbteen pitched battles which he 
had fought with Main a and Gnzerat Those two eo\ crcigns 
dreaded lest Medm Roy should obtain possession of the re- 
siurces of Malwt, and unite with the Rana m establishing 
♦ Ilu doo sovereignty throughout central India To meet tins 
danger, they marched against Mandoo, the capital of Malwa, 
which was then hcl 1 by the son of Media Roy, and which did 
not surrender until 19,000 Rajpoots had fallen in its defence 
Mahmood was restored to his kingdom, and in 1519 mcasuicd 
his strength with Rana Sunga In the l attle which ensued, 
the Malwa king was totally defeated and captured lbc 
generous Rajpoot pnnce personally attended to Ins wounds, 
and, when they were healed, liberated him without a ransom 
Hostilities however, continued between the I mg of Gnzerat 
and the Rana, w Inch, after a succession of successes and 
defeats, terminated in a 6ohd peace 

Extinction of On the death of Mozuffer of Guzerat in l£26 t 
Muhva. the throne was successively occupied by two 
princes who speedily disappeared, when the wild and way- 
ward Bahadoor Shall ascended it A brother of his fled to 
Malwa, and, in an evil hour, the 1 ing Mahmood granted lum 
on asylum, which so incensed Bahadoor, that he immediately, 
equipped a large army for the invasion of the countiy 
While this storm was gather ng on one side, the ill starred 
king provol ed the wrath of Rana Sunga who lost no time m 
forming an alliance with Bahadoor Shah, and tlieir muted 
forces poured down like a torrent upon Malwa Mahmood in 
some measure retrieved lus reputation by*ln8 nohto condu.pt 
in the last scene of his bfc. Though his army was reduced 
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to 3,000, ho still continued to defend Ins capital with great 
qourage, but he v as at length obliged to capitulate , and on 
the 26th of May, a month after Baber had established the 
Mogul dynasty on tbc throne of Delhi, the standard of 
Guzernt avas planted on the battlements of Mandoo, and the 
kingdom of Malwn, then in its hundred and twenty fifth 
year, was absorbed in the dominions of its rival Mahmood 
and his seven sons were sent prisoners to Chumpaqere, but 
were put to death on the road, m consequence of an attack 
by tke Bhecls 
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render of a throne of immense value, which was subsequently 
cm u. lied with additional jewels till it was estimated to bo 
worth four crorcs of rupees Soon after Mahomed m a 
dnn 1 en revel granted an order on the treasury of Beejuy 
nngur, and the raja immediately sent an army across the 
Kistna to revenge the insult, when the town of Moodgul wa3 
captured and its inhabitants put to the sword Mahomet, 
on healing of the slaughter, swore “that food and Bleep 
should be unlaw ful to lnm till he had propitiated the mart} rs 
of Moodgul by the slaughter of a hundred thousand infidels ” 
lie crossed the Toombudra and pursued the raja for tlnco 
months from district to district, putting to death every 
Hindoo who fell into his hands A pitched battle was at 
length fought, m winch the Babminy monarch was victorious 
when having, as he hoped, completed ins vow of revenge, he 
granted his oj ponent honourable tcims and on lus TCturn t > 
h s own capital devoted his time to the improvement of h a 
dommons He died in 137 j after a leign of seventeen 
years and was succeeded by li s son Miijalud SI ah who no* 
scssed the most majestic beauty of all the princes of bis line 
and was exceeded by none ip valour and foi titude He bega i 
Ins reign by demanding from the raja of Bccjuynngn , 
Faichore, Moodgul and other places lying in the dooab of tl o 
Kistna and the Toombudra the object of perpetual strife 
between the rival Hindoo and Mahomedan powers Tl 0 
demand was refused and a war commenced d rug vrlucli 
Mujahid chased the raja for six months through thcwlofo 
extent of the Carnatic and at length accepted his eubnussioi 
The merit of the young king in this campaign was rendered 
the more conspicuous by the disparity of lus resources ns 
compared with those of the Hindoo raja wl ose territories 
stretched from sea to eea^ and who rccloned the rotors of 
Malabar and Ceylon among hia tributaries Mujabid was 
assassinated by his own uncle, after a ihrief reign of four 
years 

lerownod Fcrazc the son of ‘the assassin mounted the 
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Ajaaejihih, throne in 33*>7, and his reign and tint of hn 
i«7— uss. brother, -which occupied thirty seven years aro 

considered the most palmy days of the dynast v Feroze 
reigned twenty Eve years, and made twenty four campaign-' 
He earned fire and sword through the -whole extent of the 
Carnatic, and constrained the raja of Beejaynngur to submit 
to an annual tribute of a crore of rupee** and to give him Ins 
daughter in marriage He was a great patron of learning, 
and erected an observatory He established a mercantile 
navy, and instructed his commanders to bring the most 
learned men and the most handsome women from the.ports 
they visited His seraglio is said to have contained beauties 
from thirteen different nations, and the historians affirm that 
he was able to converse with each one m her own tongue 
He likewise made a point of copying sixteen pages of the 
Koran every fourth day The close of his reign was gloomy 
He wantonly engaged in hostilities with the raja of BeejU} 
nagur, and was totally defeated The triumphant Hindoos 
appeared anxious to bring np the arrears of vengeance due to 
their relentless enemies In the various toVna which they 
captured they razed the mosques to the ground, and erected 
platforms oF the heads of tht slam. The end of Feroze 
was hastened by these reverses, and he was succeeded l y 
his brother Alimed Shah, denominated Wally, or the saint, for 
the supposed, efficacy of his prayers m procuring rain in a 
season of drought Anxious to recover the prestige of the 
Alaliomcdan power he proceeded immediately to the inva*u n 
of the Hindoo kingdom He crossed the Toomhudra in great 
force, defeated the raja, and pursued the Hindoos m every 
direction with unrelenting ferocity, halting only to celebrate a 
feast whenever the number of the slam was computed to have 
reached 20 000 nc obliged the raja to pa} up all arrears of 
tribute, and then turned his arms almost Tchugana, captured 
and despoiled tbj capital, and according to the usual 
Jlahomedau practice, pulled down the temples, and erected 
tno'qi es with the materials. He then marched to the north, 
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where lie was captivated with the situvtion of Bcdcr to such 
a degree that he caused a new city to be built on the site, 
which he called hfter his own name, Ahmcdabad Ecder, and 
adorned it with magnificent buildings lie Was likewise 
engaged in two wars w ith Mnlwa, and a third was averted 
only by the cession of Bcrar. His generals were also sent to 
seize the Concan, or, strip of Knd lying between the ghauts 
and the sea, from Malum, or Bombay, to Goa But this expe- 
dition brought him in contact with the formidable naval power 
of Guzcrat, and be was constrained to relinquish it. His wild 
career terminated in 1485 
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We pass on to the last substantive king of the Deccan, 
Mahomed Shall, who was placed on the throne at the age 
of nine, in 14G3 

Mahomed Shah, During his minority the administration was 
1463—U33 conducted by the qneen mother and two ministers, 
one of whom, the preceptor of the prince, was assassinated 
by her orders, because he was supposed *o have acquired too 
great an influence over his pupiL The other, Mplimood 
Gawan, was the greatest general and statesman of the age, 
and one of the most distinguished characters in the Mahomedan 
history of India He marched mto the Concan, wherq two 
former expeditions had faded, and not only reduced the pro- 
vince and the ghauts aboi e it to subjection, but wrested the 
island of Goa from the raja of Beejuynugur, who had usurped 
it He then turned his attention to the eastern coast, rein- 
stated the Ray of Onssa, who had been expelled and sought 
protection, and added Condapilly and Rajahmundry to the 
Bahnuny territories But the Ray subsequently took ad 
vantage of a famine which was desolating the couotiy to 
make an attempt to regain the districts he had lo^t. Mahmood 
Gawan marched down upon him with prompitnde, and speedily 
extinguished all opposition, and annexed Masuhpatam to the 
kingdom. The king, who had accompanied the expedition, 
having heard or the renowned tcmplo of Canchi, or Con 
jeveram, near % Madras, the walls and roof of which were 
reported to be covered with^ilatcs of gold, rushed through the 
intervening country, at the head of G,000 chosen hor=e, with 
such rapidity as to astound the various chiefs took possession 
of the temple, and despoiled it of its wealth before they could 
como to its rescue 

siorfcrof Under the powerful genius of Mahmood the 
miunoixi Bahminy kingaom reached its greatest limits. 
c»«ia. stretched from the* Concan to Masnlipatam, 

and from the hcr^udda to the Jviotna. The minister now 
resolved to turn lus attention to the improvement of the ad 
ministration. Ucdmdcd Uic kingdom mto eight provinces. 
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end curtailed the power of the governors, thus diminishing the 
chance of their revolt He introduced vigorous reforms -into 
every branch of the government to the great disgust of all 
whose private interests were affected by them They deter- 
mined, therefore, on lus destruction , and having ingratiated 
themselves with the Abyssinian who bad charge of Ins seal, 
induced him, when <half drunk, to affix it to a blauh sheet of 
paper, jvhich they filled up with a treasonable letter to the 
Ray of Onssa, inciting him to revolt, and offering him a®* 
sistance The paper was artfully produced before the king, 
as it had been found by accident , and Hussun Bheiry, a 
converted Hindoo, the mortal enemy of Mahmood, who had 
been bis benefactor, endeavoured to inflame Ins mmd against 
the minister He was ordered into the royal presence and 
upbraided with his treason He exclaimed, “ This is a great 
forgery , the Beal is mine, but ef the letter itself I am totally 
ignorant ” The kiug, inflamed with wine and passion, ordered 
one of lus Abyssinian slaves to cut him down Gawan calmly 
replied that the fate of an old man coold be of little con- 
sequence, but that lus death would seal the doom of the king- 
dom. The king turned into lus seraglio, the slave approached 
the minister, then in lus seventy eighth year, and he knelt 
down, with his face towards Mecca, and received the fatal 
blow He died in graceful poverty Tbongli lie had served 
five monarchs, his cabinet was found to contain only 10,000 
rupees The proceeds of the jaygeer allotted for the support 
of his office, he had in part, distributed among lus officers, 
and, in part, disbursed among the poor in Ins master's name 
The money winch he had brought with him into the country 
had been employed m commerce, the profits of which, after 
providing for his kitchen on the moderate scale of two nipce 3 
a day, were assigned to the poor m Ins ow n name The king 
died within a twelve modth of his minister, a prey to remoree, 
exclaiming, in tbo paroxj sms of ba ago ly, tint Mahmood 
Gawtui was tearing lum to p cccs 

Vl a 8 unnecessary farther \t> yranrae tho history 
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of the Bahmmy uynasty, the sun of its pro*- 
?£££ ,aj pcnty set with the stroke which deprived the 
1.39— isit great minister nf life hlahmood Shah, the son ot 
the hto 1 ing, ascended the thionc m 1482, and lived on, 
though he CIO scarcely be seal to 1 are reigned, tor thirty 
seven years, the kingdom crumbled array, as governor after 
governor revolted, and it was at length, resolved into Eve 
independent states 
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KiMoftbaFor While the Biliminy kingdom was thus crumb 
iujncs«jfl»tr ] in g to p lcCLSj another nco of adventurers ap- 
peered on the western coast of India, and gav o a new direc- 
tion to its politics and commerce A Portuguese expedition 
landed in the harbour of Calicut, and paved the way for the 
eventual transfer of power from tho Mahorfitthns to the 
Christians For some time previous to this memorable event, 
the general progress of improvement in Europe and tho in- 
crease of nautical shill and boldness, liad inspired its man- 
tune nations with a strong desire to discover the way to 
India by sea, and to participate in its rich commerce, which 
was then monopolised by tho Venetians Tho Portuguese 
were at this time the foremost and most enterpnsing among 
tho navigators of Europo, and John, king of Portugal, 
anxious to make the circuit of tho continent of Africa, had 
sent his admiral, Bartholomew Dm, on this perilous under- 
taking It w as he who first doubled the Capo of Good Hope, 
winch lie named the Cape of Storms m reference to the tem- 
pestuous weather which he encountered But tho king was 
so highly elated with the success of the expedition and the 
prospects which it opened to him, that he changed the name 
to that which it has ever since borne Soon after, Christo- 
pher Columbus, hoping to reach India by sailing westward, 
obtained the patronage of the king of Spam, and, launching 
boldly into the ocean, which had never been traversed before, 
made the discovery of America *His successful return from 
this voyage of unexampled peril filled all Europe with as 
tonishmcnt 


Portague.e ex The king of Portugal was deeply chagrined £o 
petutionto find that the neglect with which be had treated 
inoa, un the advances of Columbus, had deprived him of 
the opportunity of adding another continent to his dominions , 
but he resolved to seek compensation for this loss m an 
attempt to reach India, by doubling the Q ape, and stretching 
to the eastward- An expedition was accordingly fitted out 
for this purpose, consisting of three vessels, the command of 
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'\lnch was entrusted to Vasco de Gama.* The whole popula- 
tion of Lisbon poured out to witness Ins departure on the 8tli 
of duly, 1497, and the sailors went through various religious 
ceremonies, as men who never expected to return Vasco 
was four months reaching the Cape, which, however, he 
doubled with a fair and gentle breeze lie anchored at 
Melinda on the African coast, where he yras supplied with a 
pilot to conduct lus vessels to India. On the 22nd of May, 
1498, lie cast anchor on the Malabar coast, off Calicnf*, which 
presented to his delighted eyet> the appearance of a noble 
town with a fertile plain rising up m the bach ground, bounded 
by a distant tango of lofty mountains Calicut, then a place 
of extensive traffic, belonged to an independent ILndoo raja, 
called the Zamonn, and lay considerably to the south of the 
limit to which the Mahometan conquests had extended The 
harbours ou the coast immcdatcly to the north of it, be- 
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the rcsjiectablo nu?ivcs who happened to be on board Ins 
aotscl and re fused to release them till lnr, own officers were 
Riiricndercd The raja manifested sonic hesitation to com] 
with this reasonalle demand, and Vasco weighed anchor in 
haste and began to sail out of the harbour with the hostages 
Presently, several boats were seen to pull off from the shoie, 
one of which contained his ofliccrs w horn the Zamorm now 
hastened to release Vasco sent back some of the na*n es ho 
had detained but resolved to tnl c several of them with him 
to Lisbon, to give them an opportunity of viewing the city 
and reporting Us grandeur on their return Having now 
completed Ins cargoes, he Ret sail for Europe, and, on the 
29th of August, 1499, rc entered the Tagus, in regal pomp, 
artcr an absence of twenty six months Men of all ranks 
ciowdcd to welcome him, and to admire the vessels which 
had performed so marvellous a voyage, the king showeied 
honours on him, and the nations of Europe were enraptured 
with tho discovery of a new and easier path to the land of 
fabulous wealth 


s-condTcja** A 6econd expedition was fitted out m the same 
an ter Cat>ra] year, consisting of thirteen ships and 1,200 men, 
the command of which was given to Cabral Ho 
was accompanied by eight fmrs, who were sent to preach 
Christianity to the natives, and he w as directed to carry fire 
and sword into every province that refused to listen to them 
In the course of the voyage lie discovered Brazil on the coast 
of South Amenca, and took possession of it in the name of 
lus sovereign, in tho year 1500 In doubling the Cape ho 
encountered terrific gales, and lost four of Ins ships, m 01^0 
of wh ch was the celebrated admiral Dias, who thus found u 
grave in the seas which he had been the fiist to exjloie 
Cabral on reaching Calicut, restored the natives who had 
been taken to Portugal, where they had been treatc 1 
with distinguished kindness lie was received with much 
courtesy by the Zamorm, to whom he presented gifts of raro 
beauty aud value But the Moorish racichanls, amioycd at 
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ihe ictaro of the strangers whom they hoped to hire finally 
driven from the shores of India, effectually prevented them 
from obtaining cargoes Cabral presented a remonstrance to 
the Zamorrn, and received authority, as he supposed, to se 
q Ulster vessels cariying the Mahomcdan Hag A Moorish 
ship with a rich cargo was accordingly seized , the merchants 
histened to the raja with their complaints, and obtained 
permi sioa to expel the intruders fne factoiy which the 
Portuguese had erected was forthwith attached, and all the 
foreigners in it were put to death Cabral immediately 
seized and burnt ten Moorish craft, after having transferred 
tl cir cargoes to his own ships He thou laid his vessels 
abreast of the town, and having set it on fire with his 
artillery, ect sail for the neighbouring town of Cochin, where 
he foimed a ticaty with the raja, and returned to Lisbon in 
Julj, loOl • 
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north with a division of the Portuguese fleet, when the com- 
bined squadrons bore down upon him The Portuguese 
fought with the gallantry of European sailors, but the supe- 
riority of the enemy m the number; of their ships, and the 
calibre of their guns, gave them the victory. The gallant 
Lorenzo, whose vessel was entangled m some fishing stakes, 
and thus exposed singly to the fire poured in upon him from 
all sides, fell cohered with wounds, after performing pj-odigies 
of valour, which filled e\ cn the Mahomedans with admiration 
To avenge the death of his son, \lrueyda reduced the flourish 
mg port of D ibul to ashes, and then proceeded in search of 
tho cnemv, whom ho found anchored m the harbour of Piu 
The conflict was long and doubtful, for the Lgyptian and 
Guzcnttcc admirals w ere men of great nautical expcnenco 
and valour, but all their larger vessels were at length cither 
burnt or captured, and the smaller craft escaped up the river 
Peace was subsc jucntly concluded between tbo belligerents, 
and all the European prisoners were restored 
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lacca, then the great emporium of trade in the eastern 
archipelago, with an armament of 800 Portuguese soldiers 
and COO natives whom he had enlisted and trained The 
native prince is said to have assembled an army oF 80,000 
men to resist him, but the valour aud discipline of his little 
force soon placed the city in Ins hands The possession of 
tins imjortint position was immediately secured by the erec- 
tion of a strong fort, and a new field of commercial enterpnzo 
to Siam, Java, aud Sumatra, was thus opened to his country 
men His efforts were next directed to the west, and ho 
equipped a powerful squadron for the conquest oF Ormuz, in 
the Persian Qulpb The imposing force vv Inch accompanied 
lum effectually deterred the native pnnee from resistance, 
and Albuquerque was permitted to take possession of the 
island, and to raise a fortification in it Ormuz rose rapidly 
in importance, the town was tilled with 40,000 inhabitants, 
and became one of the most flourishing settlements in those 
seas Thus had the genniB of Albuquerque, m the short 
space of mne years, built up the Portuguese power in the 
east, and given them the command of the sea, and the 
control of the traffic throughout the eastern archipelago, 
which they continued to enjoy for a hundred years without a 
mal Though he never obtained possession of a single pro 
vince on the continent of India, his authority was supreme 
over 12,000 miles of coast, and it was sustained by an me 
sistible fleet and thuty factories, of which many were 
fortified He was at length abruptly superseded m his com- 
mand by the orders of his own sovereign, who did not con- 
descend to Boften the disgrace by any marl of distinction, or 
even by the courtesy of a letter The ingratitude of which 
lie was the victim, broke Ins heart , lio expired on the barque 
which was conveying him to Goa, and was interred in the 
settlement which he had created, umdst the lamentations and 
tears of natives aud Emopeans, by whim ho was equally 
beloved. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HOGTJT TJTNASTY. BABER TO AKBAK. lo26 1C03 

T^ieMoffuj J\ Die month of April, 35^6 Sultan Baber cap- 
dvuMtj- is-4 t ure( j Deliii, ind established the Mogul,dynasla , 
which con tinned to flourish for a hundred and eighty years 
under a success ou, unprecedented in India of six raonarcl , 
distinguished by their prowess in the field, and, vi{h one 
exception, by their ability in the cabinet 
BA-ef* early Baber, the sixth in descent from Timor, was 
eu ** f the son of Sheikh Mirza, to whom the fertile 

province of Fergana, on the upper course of the Jaxartes 
had been allotted in the distribution of the family po^&es&tons 
His mother was a descendant of Jenglus Khau, and it Ins 
been noted bj historians as a remarkable fact that the 
empire founded Ij Baber should be known m history onh 
as the Mogul empire, while he himself execrated the namo 
of Mogul Baber aj pc.ara to have mhented that spirit or 
enterprise which distinguished both his renowned ancestor* 
nnd at the carlj age of fifteen, when lie succeeded to the 
throne, commenced that adventurous career, w Inch he pursue 1 
without interruption for tlurt\ fi\e years His first campaign 
was against the city of Saranreaud the metropolis of *Irans 
oxiana, which he ca itnrcd vritli little difTcnltv, but lie had 
not held it a hundn.1 da>s before lie was recalled to tin. 
^defence cf his paternal kingdom lie suhsc piently made 
three successful efforts to obtain possession of that citj 
which lie co\ctcd as the caji al of liuiur, and was thne 
'•spelled from it 



92 BABFH CAPTURES DELHI. [CHAP 

to his buoyant spint Seeing no hope of extending his con- 
quests beyond the Oxus, he seized the city of Cabul in the 
year 1504, and succeeded in maintaining possession of it for 
twenty years During this penod be was incessantly em- 
ployed in defending or enlarging his dominions, and never 
enjoyed a year of repose His greatest peril arose from the 
progress of the Uzbfks, a tribe of ferocious Tartars, now 
swarming from their native hive, and seeking new settlements 
m the 60 uth Then leader Shaibek had swept the posterity 
of Timur from Transoxiana and Khorasan, and m his progress 
towards the Indus had captured Candahar and threatened 
Cabul Had he been able to march at once on that capital, 
ho would probably ha\ e extinguished foi ever the hopes of 
Baber, but he was recalled from these conquests by the 
hostility of Ismael Shall, the powerful chief of the tnbe which 
had recently seized the throne «of Persia, and established 
tho dynasty of the Soplus The Uzbek chief was routed 
and slain, and Baber seized the opportunity of again occn- 
pj mg Samarcand, from which he was again expelled in tho 
course of a few montliB 

To compensate for this disappointment, he 
in ia, isi9— turned Ins attention to India, where the unbcci- 
' °f the emperor of Delhi presented a tempta 

tion too strong to be resisted by a descendant of Timur 
His first irruption was in the > car 1519, and it was followed 
by two others, in fhe years, though with partial success 
In 1524 lie resumed tins ambitious project, and overran tbo 
Punjab, where be was joined by Alla ood deen, tho brother 
of the emperor, with Dowlut Khan, and other officers, who # 
had been alienated from linn bj Ins constant oj pressions But 
Bailor, after haling advanced as far as Sirlnnd, was obliged 
to rctnm across the Indus, to repel an im asion from the 
north, and Dow hit Khnn, «on lus departure, deserted his 
standard and took possession of the rnnj d> Alla nod -deen, 
who had beenleftin charge of the prounco, lied to Cnbtd, and 
was immediately sent hock to India by Baber, with a well- 
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appointed army , but was signally defeated by the emperor, 
under the -walls of Delhi Baber now advanced on Ins fifth 
and last expedition with an army not exceeding 12,000 men, 
but they were all experienced veterans The emperor, 
Ibrahim Lodi, advanced to meet him with an army general)} 
estimated at 100,000, and a thousand elephants The destiny 
of India was decided on the field of Fnniput The engage 
ment lasted from sunrise to sunset, and resulted in.the total 
defeat oE the imperial army, and the death of the emperor, and 
15,000 of his troops Delhi opened her gates to the victor in 
May, 1526, and Baber vaulted into the vacant throne, pnd, as 
a token of lus success, sent gifts from the treasury to the most 
celebrated Mahoraedan shnnes in Asia 

Btata of tad > But ^ On o ceased to be the capital and 

on Baber ■ ac- the mistress of India The great Maliomedan 
ce “ lon empire had been broken up more than a century 
and a half before, by the extravagances of Mahomed Toglilnk, 
and at the period of Baber’s accession the various provinces 
were in the possession of independent rulers In the southern 
extremity of Hindostan, the great Hindoo monarch of Bee- 
juynugur claimed the aUcgianco of the various native chiefs 
who had ncT cr submitted to the Maliomedan yoke Farther 
to the north lay the territories of the five longs of Becjapore, 
Ahmednugur, Golconda, Bedcr, and Bcrar, who wero esta- 
blished on the dissolution of the Bahminy kingdom The 
province of Gnjcrnt was governed by a wild youth, who was 
ambitious of trying conclusions with the Mogul in tho field 
liana Sungo, the most powerful prince of his race, was para- 
amount ui Rnjpootana. The opulent kingdom of Bengal, 
including Bclnr, was ruled by an Afghan family, and tho 
“ sacred soil,” as it was called, of Onssa, was in the possession 
of its ancient Hindoo dynasty Still nearer Delhi, an inde- 
pendent pnnee held his court ai Jounporc, and supported it 
from the revenue^ of Oudc Tho victory of Baber, therefore, 
only gave lum tho command of tho districts to tho north west 
of Tell I, ail a narrow tract of land, 6trctching along tho 
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Jumna to Agra. lie had India yet to conquer, hut Ms gene- 
rals shrunk from the task, and entreated him to return to the 
cooler and more gcmtl chmato of Afghanistan, where they 
might enjoy the booty they had acquired at Delhi and Agrt. 
But Baber had ctosacd the Indus, not simply to plunder pro- 
vinces, hut to found an empire, and he announced his unalter- 
able resolution to continue in Indii, and pursue his career; 
at the sqme time, however, he granted permission to all those 
to return who preferred ease to glory. His ardour subdued 
them reluctance, and only one of Ins gcnmals availed himself 
of this, pm liege, and he and Ins soldiers were dismissed with 
honour, and laden with wealth, m the hope of inducing others 
to resort to Baber’s standard. In the course of four month® 
after the battle of Pauqmt, all the country he'd by Ibrahim 
Lodi had been secured, and the revolted kingdom of Jounporo 
brought under subjection • 

defeat of lima But a moro formidable enemy now appeared in 
Saega,i5.7 the field. Rana Sunga, the Rajpoot prince of 
Chittorc, and at this time the moat powerful of all the sove- 
reigns north of the Nerbudda, elated by a recent triumph 
over the king of Malwa, espoused the cause of the dethroned 
dynasty of Delhi All the princes of Kajpootana ranged 
themselves under his banner, and he advanced with 100,000 
men to diive Baber back across the Indus. The first conflict 
took place at Futtehpore Sikn, wheie the advanced guard of 
the Moguls was totally routed by ‘the Rajpoots. Many of 
Baber’s troops on this deserted their colours, Borne even went 
over to the enemy, and all wero dispirited. Accustomed aa 
he had been to dangers for thirty years, this extraordinary, 
pcnl staggered him, but he never despaired. He states in 
his memoirs that w this emergency he repented of his Bins, 
and determined to reform his life , that be foreswore the uso 
of wine, and broke up his gild and 6ilver cups, and distributed 
their value among the poor. He resolved £o allow his beard 
to grow like a true Musulman, and promised, if God gave 
him the victory, to remit the etrrap tax to the faithful 
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Animated by his example, Ins generals took an oath on tho 
Koran to conquer or to die In this fever of entbn&nsm 
Baber led them against the enemy, and by the aid of his 
efficient artillery obtained a signal victoiy, which completely 
broke the power of Clnttore He celebrated his success by 
constructing a pyramid of the beads of the slain, and assuming 
the title of Gbazce, or champion of the faith 
Conquest of The next year Baber attacked Chunderqe, held 

by Medm Poy, who<=e history, in connection with 
Bchar 15-9 the kingdoms of Guzerat and Mnlwa has been 
already related Finding hi3 position untenable, he and his 
Rajpoots demoted themselves to death with the usual cere 
monies, and rushed with frenzy on the Mogul swords Tho«e 
who survived the onset put themselves to death In tho 
following year, Baber extended his authority over Oudo and 
south Bclinr But lus constitution, which had been gradually 
impaired by long indulgence, was worn out by these severe 
exertions in an uncongcuial climate So active had been his 
lift, that for thirty eight years he had never kept tho feast 
r>* 3 hot *^6 Bamzan twice in tho 6ame place He died 

jiainr i5~<\ at Agra in 1530, at the ago of fifty, and bis 
hi, tuaracv-r reinam3 werc conveyed to Cabul and interred u a 
beautiful spot which he had himself selected for his tomb 
The simple and chaste monument raised over his grave con 
turned to attract admiration three centuries after his death 
Among the Mahomcdan panccs of India, no monarch is bel 1 
in higher estimation than Baber His career exhibited that 
romantic spirit of ad\ enture of which nations are always 
jjroul Ills personal courago bordered on rashness, lus 
activity was almost fabulons "While labouring under a 
\\ astrng disease he rode a hundred and sixty miles m two 
davs, and swam across the Ganges Ho was, however, 
rather a vali vnt sold er than a gh_at general and ho lo. t 
nearly na many battles as he won , but he nci cr lost heart, 
and was ns buoyant after a defeat as after a victory Amid t 
all tits bostlo of n ar, ho .found time for tho cultivation of 
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literature, and his Persian poetry has been always admired 
for its elegance The little lcisnre he enjoyed from the 
labours of the field, he devoted to the construction of aque 
ducts, reservoirs, and other works of public utility There is 
no Indian pnneo with whoso individual character wc arc 60 
familiar, and tins is owing to his own vivid delineation of it 
in the volume of personal memoirs he compiled, m which he 
records^ his transgressions with so much candour, and his 
repentance with so much sincerity, and recounts Ins friend 
ships with so much cordiality, that in spite of all his failings 
he becomes an object of personal esteem 
namayoon Humayoon succeeded bis father at the close of 
«ucc*ed» w the 1530, but the first incident m his reign exhibited 
throne, isao that easmess of disposition to which his subse 
quent misfortunes were chiefly to be attributed His brother, 
Kamran, the governor of Cabul and Candahar, hesitated to 
acknowledge his authority, and Humayoon, not only con 
rented to resign these provinces to him, bnt added the Punjab 
also By this injudicious act he was deprived of the means 
of recruiting his army from the couutnes beyond the Indus, 
a loss which was severely felt in proportion as Baber s veto 
rans died out, and Humayoon was obliged to depend 
on the troops he could enlist in Hindostan In the third 
year of his reign, Humayoon became involved in hostilities 
with Bahadoor Shah This impetuous prince # who ascended 
the throne at the age of twenty, was incessantly engaged 
King of Gaze- m aggressive wars during the eleven years 
Tatflefea ea. 0 f reign He had subjugated the inde 
pendent kingdom of Malwa and annexed it Jo 
his own dominions He had compelled the kings of Ahmed 
nngnr and Beder to do him personal homage He had added 
the ancient and venerable city of Oojein to his conquests, 
and sacked the city of •Sluttore, in the defence of which 
3°, 000 Rajpoots are said to have fallen Ilumayoon demanded 
the surrender of a fugitive conspirator, winch was haughtily 
refused, on which he marched once into the country 



HE OTEKPU'TS GEZTEUAT 


97 

Bahadoor Shah had planted Ins army m an entrenched camp 
at*Handishore, trusting to his fine artillery, manned by Por- 
tuguese gunners and commanded by Roomy Khan, originally 
a Turkish slave, but now the first engineer officer in India 
Humayoon besieged the camp for two months, cut off its 
supplies, and redaced the king to such straits, that he was 
obliged to fiy, and eventually to take refuge m Dm, tlie most 
remote harbour in the peninsula of Guzerat 
irimsj-oon t Humayoon immediately overran the province, 
and proceeded against the fortress of Chnmpanere, 
1531 m which the accumulated wealth of the dynast} 

was deposited With only three hundred select troops^ he 
climbed up the perpendicular rock on wluch it ms built b> 
means of steel spikes and mastered it by an exhibition of 
heroism which rivalled the exploits of lus father The gal- 
lantry of Jus officers and soldiers was rewarded with as much 
gold and silver as they could heap on their shields But hts 
further progress was arrested by the necessity of returning 
to Agra, to arrest the progress of Shore Khan On his 
retirement, Balndoor Shah again took the field and regained 
his kingdom as rapidly as he had lost it , but ho did not long 
enjo} it While at Pta, he had negotiated with the Portu- 
guese for three hundred Europeans to assist him m recovering 
his Kingdom, and in return granted them permission to 
establish a factory at that port They began munediatelv to 
surround it with n wall, the .rudiments of a fortificat on, and 
brought tip a fleet to protect the progress of the work 
B diadoor Shah had ell the native horror of European intrusion. 
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m constructing a bridge across the Ganges Before it was 
completed, he was attached and completely defeated by his 
nval, who now assumed the title of Shere Shah, and openly 
aspired to the empire 

Humayoon Hnmayoon at length reached Vgra, and extin 
udfliHaava* gashed the hostile schemes of his brothers 
um tain, 1510 Eight months were passed w assembling an army 
for the great straggle with his formidable rival, who employed 
this period in subjugating and organizing Bengal The two 
armies met in the neighbourhood of Cunouj and Hnmayoon 
experienced a second and more fatal defeat. lie fled {rom 
the field of battle to Agra, pursned by Shere Shah and had 
barely tune to remove bis family to Delhi. From thence he 
was driven to Lahore, where his brother, instead of affording 
him an asj lum, hastened to make Ins peace with the victor, 
and was allowed to retire to Ins territories beyond the Indus 
Thus fell the kingdom which Baber had established, and not 
a vestige of Mogul sovereignty remained m India at the end 
of fourteen years The throne of Delhi was restored to the 
Afghans Hnmayoon made the best of Ins way with his 
few remaining adherents to Srndc, where he spent eighteen 
months m fruitless negotiations with its chiefs He then 
resolved to throw him«elf on the protection of Maldeo the 
powerful Rajpoot pnuce of Marwar but on approaching the 
capital found t] c raja more disposed to betray than to snccour 
lum. The wretched emperor endeavoured to cross the desert 
to Amcrcotc, and was subjected to incredible hardships daring 
tho march The son of Maldeo, eager to revenge the mtm 
si©n of the emperor and the slaughter of kmc m his territories 
pursued 1 on with the utmost ngour At length Hnmayoon 
reached imercotc with only seven mounted attendants, and 
it was in these wretched circumstances that 1 is queen who 
had nobly shared with him all the ftisastcrs of tins journey 
rnarfAkbir gave bijth to a son afterwards the illustrious 
»«- -\kbar, destined to raise the Mogul empire to the 

pmnado of greatness \ftcr another senes of reverses, 

a 2 
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Humayoon was obliged to quit India, hnd 6cek an asylum 
at Candahar. 

Fire years Leaving Humayoon across the Indus, we turn 
to the progress of Shere Shah, who now mounted 
1540—1515 the throne of Delhi, and established tho boor 
dynasty 'While he was combating the emperor, Bengal re- 
volted, as a matter of course, but was speedily reduced to 
subjection In 1542 he conquered the province of Main a, 
and in the succeeding year reduced the fortress of Raisin, 
remarkable for its unfathomable antiquity, and for the honour 
of having been erected, according to local tradition, by the 
great national hero of the Ramayun It was here that his 
reputation was tarnished by the only stain ever attached to 
it The Hindoo gamson had suriendcred on terms, hut the 
Mahomedan doctors assured him that, according to the pre- 
ceptB of the Koran, no faith was to be kept with infidels, and 
the infidels were, therefore, slaughtered almost to a man Id 
1544 Shore invaded Marwar with 80,000 men It was de- 
fended by a body of 50,000, and by its own sterility Through 
the artifice of letters intended to be intercepted, he contrn ed 
to raise suspicions regarding his chiefs in the mind of tho 
raja, and thus induced Inm to retire from the contest , hut 
one chief, indignant at tins distrust, fell on the emperor’® 
force with 12,000 men with such fury as to expose him to 
the greatest peril, and the emperor, alluding tpthc barrenness 
nf the country, said that “ho had ncaily lost the empire for 
a handful or millet ” Soon after, the capture of Cluttoro 
placed Rajpootana at his feet, and lie proceeded to tho attack 
in* doth, Colinjcr, one of the strongest fortresses* Hi 

ij«. *m Bundlecund, but w as killed by the explosion of a 

' magnnnc as he was superintending tbe batteries 
Thus prematurely ended tho career of Shero Shah As 
ho inflicted the greatesf humiliation on the Moguls, the his- 
torians of their partj have treated lun^ ns a usurper, and 
loaded his memory with obloquy But m3 right to the throne 
was as valid as that of the Tartar ad>cnturer Huber and m 
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both cases it was equally based on the derision of the sword 
But the kingdom which he gained by conquest, be governed 
with the greatest beneficence, and the brief period of fire 
years in tr Inch he held supreme power, is the most bril}iant m 
the annals of India He was a man of consummate ability, 
distinguished not less by his mibtary exploits than by the 
triumphs of lus civil administration '['hough mccssantlv 
engaged in the field he found time for a complete reform of 
ever} branch of the government, and his cml institutions 
survived his dynasty and became the model of those of Ahbar 
He constructed a grand trunk road from the banks of the 
Indus to the bay of Bengal, through a distance of 2,000 miles 
and planted it with trees, and adorned it with wells and 
caravinseris at short distances, for the convenience of travel 
tere, and erected mosques for the benefit of the devout He 
appears to have been the Cist prince who estabh lied a 
mounted post for the conveyance of tbe ma Is. At the end 
of three centuries, his stately mausoleum at Suzerain, the 
place of Ins birth and of his bunal, continues to recall the 
remembrance of his grandeur and lu& glory to the mind of the 
traveller 

IteicnoMu His eldest son was set aside by tho nobles 
Knui for imbecility, and his second fob, Jclal Khan 
ncyhew MM. t\<i 3 raided to the throne under the title of Selim 
Shah After rjuelling a dangerous rebellion by his prompti 
tude and vigour, he was enabled to pass nine years m (ran 
quilhty, indulging his hereditary taste for public works, and 
if his reign had extended over a longer penod, we should 
pjobably have heard little or nothing of a Mogul dvnasty 
It was the profligacy of his successor that brought tlic sop 
of Baber ogam to India lie was the brother of Sehra, and 
after having murdi red his son, mounted the throne, and j<j 
generally known m history simply ly the name of Adili 
no was it. markable onl} for his ignoranco and prodigalit}, 
and exhibited all those purple-bom vices which, m India, 
presage the fall of » dynasty But the rum of this royal 



102 nrsiATOO'? rs rEKSTA. [chap. 

ncnm racial house was retarded by tho matchless talents of 
iheihajae Hcmn, a Hindoo, originally a shopkeeper, ■whose 
figure is said — but only by Mogul historians — to have been 
ns mean ns Ins origin Adih ha\ mg exhausted Ins treasury 
by profligate waste, began to resume the jay goers of his 
Patan nobles nod they went ono by ono into insurrection. 
Five independent sovereignties were forthwith established 
m the dominions under the crown, till nothing was left to 
it, exedpt some of the districts around the metropohs Ilcmu 
presented a bold front to these difficulties, and had suc- 
ceeded in reducing two of the rebels, when the aspect of 
off uts was at into changed by the appearance of Humay oon 
on the ban! s of the Indus. 
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p~mcc On his death, which happened soon after, Humayoon 
entered the city as a friend, but put the greater portion of 
the Persian garrison to the sword, an act of perfidy which has 
fixed an indelible stain on Ins memory Earing thus obtained 
cbainc<tof po'vse'ision of Gandahar, he marched to Cabul and 
by uuttajroon, ‘established his authority in that province, but 
»«. bad to maintain a protracted struggle with his 

brothers, in which lie was alternately victorious and defeated 
lEs brother Knmran at length fell into his lnnd., and to Ins 
disgrace, he ordered the sight of the unfortunate pnnee to 
be extinguished. 

iieeo«Mth« Vftcr ten yearn of incessant warfare, thij in 
rcmOT*t»th 9 creasing confusion at the capital of India tempted 
tbtu-c, I'M. Humayoon to make a bold stroke to regain the 
throne He cros cd tlie Indus in I5oo and obtained a 
complete victory o\ er C ccuudt.r Soor, who had usurped the 
imperial authority nt the capital, and who was posted at 
Sirhmd with a body of 60 000 men In this battle the young 
Akhar gained lus first laurels Leaving the youi g prince m 
the Punjab to watch the movements of the usurper, Humayoon 
hastened to Delhi, and mounted the throne he bad lo«t 
fifteen years befoix Bnt before le could recover the do- 
nun oua attached to it his career was brought to a clo o 
by a fatal aec deut Six months after he had entered Dtlh 
while descending tl e steps of kis library, he heard tl e 
muezzin s callio prayer, and stopped to repeat the creed, and 
sat down As he endeavoBred to n e, leaning on he. staff, 
i ^ 8^*1 P°d cu the poled td steps and he fell over 

the parapet, and four days after closed lus 
chequered life, at the age of fortv nine 
AcTTvOflof Vkbar, tie grcitest prince of the dynasty of 
a»w lass. Biber, who c genius raised the empire of the 
Moguls to tl e summit of renown^ was only thirteen years 
an 1 tl roe montl s of age w! cn the death of Ifumayo n 
I heed h m upon tty- tl rone, wluch 1 e continued to adorn f r 
Lty years. He was the contcmporaiy of Queen Elizabeth, 
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his reign having bcg^in two years before, and ended two years 
after hers , and thus, by a memorable coincidence, this period 
of half a century has been rendered as illustrious in the 
annals of England as of India During the minority of Ahbar, 
the regency continned in the hands of Bj ram Khan, a Tmfco- 
man, the companion of Hnmayoon in all his vicissitudes, and 
the greatest captain and statesman of the age, but a man of 
austere manners and stern bigotry Hemn, the Hindoo 
general of Sultan Addi, was employed in quelling a rebellion 
m Bengal when he heaid of the death of Humnyoon, and 
conceiving fresh hopes from that event deposited the emperoi 
at Ghunar, and moved np with an army of 80,000 men 
jii-fp-.it «f which was swelled to 100,000 as he advanced 
nunu. IMA Agra and Ddlu opened their gates to him, and so 
completely were the commanders in Ahbar’s array confounded 
by tho rapidity of Ins successes, that they entreated thtir 
master to abandon India and re*tum to Afghanistan Byram 
alone adnsed an immediate and vigorous attach, and Ahbar, 
though only a stripling, seconded his ardour The tno 
armies met at Panipnt, and the destiny of India wib a second 
time decided on that field Ileum, after prodigies of valour, 
was completely defeated, and conducted, bleeding from Ins 
wounds, to the tent of Ahbar Byram urged him to secure 
for himself tbe religious merit of slaving an infidel, but the 
generous youth refused to imbrue his hands m the blood of 
a gallant and now helplcsB foe, and Byram Struck off the 
head of the captive w ith one 6trohe of his sejanctar 

, It was the militan tnlcnt of Hymen, and the 
t »f Byrun, vigour of his measures, w Inch had seated A knar on 
1 the throne but the minister had grown too big frfr 

a subject So great indeed was his power and influence that 
for four jears after hts accession, Akbar felt linnet If a roero 
capher in his own dominnjiis Such thril lorn was intolerable 
to a high sjmted prince, and when lie had reached tnc nge of 
eighteen he rcaoUt 1 to throw ofT thejoht On the j lea of 
thcBii’di.u illness of lus mutUcc, lie repaired abruptly to P-.Uu, 
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and immediately issued a proclamation announcing that he 
had taken the government into lus own hands, and that no 
orders were to he obeyed bat those which is&ucd from himself 
Byraia felt that his power was slipping away, and endeavoured 
to regain it, but he had alienated all the public officers by bn 
haughty demeanour, and in the time of his ad\ ersity found 
that he was without a fnoncL fie retired to Nagore, giving 
out that he was pioceedmg on pilgrimage, hut he lingered 
there in the hope of receiving some gracious message from In* 
master Ahbar, however, discharged him from all his office*? 
and requested him to hasten lus departure Stung by this 
indignity, he assembled an annj, and marched against the 
imperial troops He was signally defeated, and constramea 
to throw himself on the raerej of the emperor As the fallen 
minister entered the roj al tent, with his turban liumbly sm. 
pended on bis neck, and cask himself at the feet of the prince 
whom he had cherished from lus cradle, Akbar hastened to 
raise liun, and seated lum on his right hand, investing lum 
with a robe of honour, and offering him the choice of anj 
post in the empire The pride of Byram, who had been the 
instrument of erecting the Mogul throne a second time in 
India, led lum to prefer a retreat to Mecca, and he according^ 
proceeded to the sea coast, but was assassinated on the route 
by an Afghan, wlio«?e father he had put to death 
Akbar hu o*u ^ *w was now his own master, at the age of 
n-utrr >t eighteen, but fee was surrounded With difficulties 
eighteen winch would have broken a spirit of less energy 
.For some time after its establishment, the dynasty of the 
Moguls \\ as weaker than anj which had risen to power since 
the Mnhomcdans first crowed the Iudi a It was not con 
netted with any largo and poweiful tribes beyond that river, 
read} to support the progress of their countn men. It had no 
resources in rc^on c Vkbar’s an*y " as simply an assembly 

of mercenaries drawn together bj the hope of plunder from 
the various counts s of Central Vsuu His officers were onh 
a band of ad\ enturers, bound to lus family by no tics of here- 
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ditary loyalty, and nforo disposed to carve out kingdoms for 
themselves, as other adventurers had done for five centuries, 
than to unite m building up a Mogul empire Their ambition 
had been effectually curbed by the iron despotism of Byram, 
but blazed forth on his removal, the effect of which, soon 
became visible m the growth of disorders In the fourth year 
of his reign, Akbar extended his authority along the banks of 
Dcto tof Ak the Ganges to Jounpore, the son of the last king, 

tar* getwrAf, Adih, advanced to recover lus dominions, and waa 
defeated by Zcman Khau, but that general, despis- 
ing the youth of his sovereign, withheld the royal share of 
the. bootv, and manifested such a spirit of independence, that 
Akbar was obliged to take the field, and reduce him to 
obedience 
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neiojsm ct a h cr valour She led her uifay in person against 
jr^oopnaccM, mvader, and maintained the conflict with the 
greatest heroism till she received a wound m her eye The 
troops, missing her command, began to give rvay, when she, to 
avoid falling into the hands of the enemy, seized the weapon 
of the elephant driver and plunged it mto her own bosom 
Her evi tons ore stiU a favourite theme with the Hindoo hards 
The booty obtained by this capture consisted of a hundred 
jars of gold com independently of jewels and gold and silver 
images, and Asof Jah appropriated the largest portion of it to 
his own use and then joined the hostile confederacy, which 
now included the most eminent of Abbas's generals . 

Tlio dinger of the emperor was extreme It 
was as much a struggle for the throne, as the 
1 W battle of Panijut, and the question at issue was, 

whether tlio empire should he Mogul or Uzbek Aibars 
detachments were repeatedly defeated, hut he maintained the 
conflict with unflinching resolution for two years Just at 
this critical juncture, he, brother Hakim ungratefully took 
advantage of his embarrassments, and endeavoured to wrest 
tbcproaonce of Lahore fromthecrown Akbar wasohhgedto 
omt the pursuit of the Uzbeks to meet this new revolt, 
which, however, he succeeded m crushing at one* On hi, 
lctum to the south, he found that the revol cd generals had 
obtained posses ,on of the dmtncts of Allahabad and Oude, 
and wen, preparing to advance on too capital The rams had 
set ... wlen all military ope.ations are generally suspended , 
but lie did not hesitate to march against them and by he 
jiromj titude and vigour of h,s atra-t, comjletely broke the 
W,b of the confederacy and, at the age of twenty five 
Lad tie liao.mcss of seeing Ins authority firmly cstnlhshcl 
throughout he dominions hothlug glees us a 
“,Tr.r 1„-1 cr idea of the r;al greatness of tlburs 
.Isnssr cWractcr, than the col Act wlneli at so Daily an 
age, J , 0 g ice ssfuhv mamtauied oj, nest las own mutmous 
troops an l of iccrs 
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Baber, with a hberahty of spirit foreign to every preceding 
conqueror, had determined to strengthen his government by 
Matrimonial matrimonial alliances with the Hindoos lie en- 
coura B e d son Ilumayoon to espouse a daughter 
innrcs. of Bhugwan Dass, the raja of Jeyporc Ahbar, 
following luR.father’8 example, allied himself v. itli the same 
house, as well as with the ruling family of Jfaraar, or 
Joudhpoie At the same time he conferred an oQicc oF high 
dignity 'at his court on the r\ja of Jcyporc Thus the purest 
Hindoo blood nas mingled with that of the JMiomcdan con 
querore, and the princes of Rajpootana gloned in these 
impcnal alliances as confcmng additional dignity on their 
families But the orthodox house of Chittore, wrapped up 
m its religious pride and exclusiveness, disdained any such 
connection, and cr cn excommunicated the rajas of Jcy pore and 
Marwnr, though Bappo, the founder of tint family, con- 
sidered by lus countrymen as the “snn of Hindoo dignity,’* 
married Mahomcdan w ucs without number, and left a hundred 
and thirty circumcised children 
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to the number of 8,000 With that generosity of character 
•which distinguished Akbar, he erected a statue to the memory 
of bio heroic foe in the most conspicuous place of his palace 
at Delhi The fall of Cbittore — which from that 
abandonment of penod was abandoned for the new capital, Oody- 
chmorc, lsea. p 0rc> called by the founder after bis own name — 
was considered the most fatal blow which had fallen for 
ages on that royal house The remembrance of this event 
has been perpetuated throughout India by a most remarkable 
practice Akbar estimated the golden ornaments taken from 
the Rajpoots at seventy four maunds and a half Thg nu 
morals, 74$, were therefore deemed accursed The Rajpoots, 
and more pirUcularly the Marwarces, are now the largest 
and most enterpnzmg mercantile community in India, and 
their commercial correspondence bears the impress of these 
figures, signifying that “the* sin of the slaughter of Cluttore 
is mvoked on any one who violates the secrecy of the letter ” 
The practice has non become universal throughout India. 
Conn«tof Akbar a next cntcrprize was one of greater 
Ciu*™*. is a magnitude The province of Guzerat, enlarged 
bj the conquests of Bahadoor Shah about forty years before 
this period, and enriched by maritime commerce, was estimated 
to >ield a revenue of five crores of rupees and to be equal 
to tho support of 200 000 troops, lut it had been a prey to 
faction since fois death Four weak and profligate raonarchs 
had filled the throne m tlftity six jears The distraction of 
the kingdom had been increased ly the arrival of the Mtrzas, 
ns they are staled by the natire historians, a family connected 
with Aklar ly the tics of blood, who had revolted against ln« 
authority , and, having been driven out of his dominion*, 
transferred their intrigues to Guzerat Etimad Khan, ongi 
ualty a Iliudoo slave, who now managed the go\ eminent ui 
the name of Mo? offer the Third* seeing no other mode of 
quelling the factions m the country, united Akbar to take 
po« cssion of it The emperor proceeded with a powerful 
arm} to Tuttim, where that feeble monarch adianccd to meet 
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Destruction of It was a short tine previous to the mansion 
oeur cir USD 0 f Bengal by Ahbar, tint the ancient city of Gour 
was depopulated and abandoned, after having existed more 
than twenty centuries It was admirably situated on the 
confines of Bengal and Bcliar for the government of both 
those provinces , it had been the capital of a hundred kings, 
by whom it was successively adorned with the most superb 
edifices It extended along the banks of the Ganges^ and 
was defended from the encroachments of the river by a stone 
embankment, not less than fifteen miles in length This 
magnificent city, the scat of wealth and luxury, w as suddenly 
humbled to the dust by some pestilential disease, which has 
never been satisfactorily explained The establishments of 
government were transferred, in the first instance, to Tondali, 
and then to Rajmabal 

conquest or The next important event in the reign of AM. ur 

cashmere, us; ^ ag t } 2e conquest of Cashmere, by bis brother m 
law, the raja of Jeypore, when the Mahometan 1 mg of tlut 
province was enrolled among the nobles of the court, and this 
lovely valley, the paradise of Asia became the summer retreat 
of the emperors of Delhi The attempt which Ahbar was 
required to make, soon after, to curb the highland tribes 
around tbo plain of Peshawur, proved jar more arduous 
These wild mountaineers, of whom the Eusufeits and tho 
Khyberec& were the most considerable and most turbulent, 
had been for ages the plaguoof every successive ruler of tho 
province It was their hereditary belief that the fastnesses 
of tho mountains had been bestowed on them by tho Creator, 
to enable them to levy contributions on tho Industry of tho 
j lams Fvtry form of concibation and coercion bad been 
employed in vam to restrain their inroads On tins occasion 
Akb ir sent an army against them, under the joint command 
of his foster brother, and his grftifc personal friend and 
favourite, the Hindoo raja B erbull Thar troops wen. 
decoyed into the deities aud tut off, and, to the infinite regret 
of Uit emperor, Ilcerbull \va» among the slain So complete 
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him, ami resigned ln*» crown without on dTort , and Gnzernt, 
after two centuries aid a half of in lcpcndcnce, was ogam 
annexed to the crown of DJIu As soon, however, as Ahbar 
returned to Ins capital with a large portion of lus army, Min's 
Hussein the most turbulent of the brothers, raised ft ntw 
revolt, and the imperial generals were reduced to great 
straits and obliged to act on the defensive The rams had 
set in, J ut Ahbar was ready for action at all sc isons He 
immediately dispatched a force of 2,000 choce cavalry ^ r0m 
Agra and followed it with 300 of his on n guard* marching 
in tlyit season, no less than four hundred and fifty miles in 
nine days The rapid ty anil vigour of lua movements con 
founded tho rebels , they suffered n signal defeat, and the 
subjugation of tho province was completed 
dim con The attention of Ahbar was next directed to tho 

Qucrcibytho recovery of Bengal, but beforo narrating this 
Afbhnn*, 1 M 0 cx j c dition, it is necessary to advert to tho for 
tunes of tho neighbouring hingdom of On*sa That country 
1 ad been governed by tl e family of tbe Guju putecs, or lords 
cf the elephant, from a very remote penod of Hindoo 
history About 400 years before the time under review, tho 
throne was occupied by the dynasty of the Gunga bungsus 
The princes of this race expended the revenues of the country 
in the erection of the most magnificent temples, and extended 
their authority from the nver Hooglily to ^Jie Godavery, 
and on one occasion earned their varms as far south as Con 
jeveram mthe vicinity of Madras A little before tbe penod 
of Ahbar b accession, the king of Golconda, who was endea 
vounng to extend his power over the Hindoo tnbes on the 
sea coast, attacked the king of Onssa, M otund Eao, the last 
of his race , at the same time, Sohman, tho king of Bengal, 
sent h s general Kala pahar with a Targe body of Afghan 
cavalry to invade it from* the north The valour of the raja 
was of little avail he was defeated and^slam m 1558 and 
th s venerable Hindoo monarchy, which had never before felt 
the shock of a Mahomedan mvas on, was extinguished, and 
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tlip Afghans parcelled the country out m jaygcers among 
themselves The native inhabitants who had enjoyed the 
undisturbed exercise of their religion from time immemorial, 
were now to taste the bitterness of persecution. Kala pahar 
was a bra hmin by birth, but had embraced the religion of the 
Prophet to obtain the hand of a pnneess of Gour, and now 
became a relentless oppressor of his former creed So terrific 
did he appear to the Hindoos, that it was popularly reported 
that the lege and arms of the idols dropped off at the sound 
of his awful kettle drum He made every effort to root out 
Hindooism he persecuted the pnests, and confiscated tlus reli 
gious endowments which had accumulated during twenty 
generations of devout monarchs be pulled down the temples, 
and erected mosques with the materials, aud seized the image 
of Jugunnath, which he committed to the flames on the banks 
of the Ganges * 

Akbarbmdc. The attention of Akbar was drawn to Bengal 
ttngai. 15 6- evcn ^hile he was engaged in the subjugation of 
Guzcrat Under the successor of Sherc Shah, the Afghan 
governor had assumed independence, and four kings reigned 
in Bengal during a period of thirty years, of whom the most 
distinguished was Soliman, the conqueror of On^a. In tl e 
height of his prosperity, he had the wisdom to acknowledge 
the supremacy of the emperor But his successor, Daood 
Khan, a debjnehee and a coward who ascended the throne 
in lo7\ finding himself at the head of an army winch was 
estimated, by oriental exaggeration, at 110 000 mfantty, 
40,000 cavalry, and 20 000 guns of all sizes, consdcrea 
Jumself a match for Akbar, and wliflo he was engaged in 
Guzerat attacked and captured a fort above Ghazccpore Akbar 
immediately ordered a largo army to proceed to tfio con 
qi cst of Bengal. Ghazccpore, which was strongly garrisoned 
submitted after a brave res stance and the king fled to Orissa, 
where he made $nc bold stand for hia throne He was dc 
fcated, but allowed to retain Ons&a, as a feudatory of Delhi 
The jear after on the withdrawal of a portion of the imperial 
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Destruction of It was a short tune previous to the invasion 
Gour di 1560 0 f B e nga! by Akbar, that tlie ancient city of Gour 
was depopulated and abandoned, after having existed more 
than twenty centuries It was admirably situated on the 
confines of Bengal and Beliar for the government of belli 
these proa inccs , it had been the capital of a hundred kings, 
by whom it was successively adorned with the most superb 
edifices It extended along the banks of the Ganges^ and 
was defended from the encroachments of the uver by a stone 
embankment, not less than fifteen miles m length Tins 
magnificent city, the seat of wealth and luxury, v\ as suddenly 
humbled to tlio dust by some pestilential disease, which lias 
never been satisfactorily explained The establishments of 
government were transferred, in the first instance, to Tondah, 
and then to Rajmabal 

cmkiwho! The next important event m the reign of AU.tr 
Cnaiimor* iwi was the conquest of Cashmere, by his brother m 
law, the raja of Jeypore, tv hen the JIahomcdan 1 mg of tint 
province tv as enrolled among the nobles of the court, and tins 
lotcly valley, the paradise of Asia became the summer retreat 
of the emperors of Delhi The attempt which Akbar was 
required to make, soon after, to curb the highland tribes 
around the plain of Poshawur, proved lar more arduous 
These wild mountaineers, of whom the Eusnfzits and tho 
Khyberecs were the most considerable and most turbulcut, 
had been for ages the plague* of every successiv o ruler of tho 
province It tv as their hereditary belief that the fastnesses 
of the mountains had been bestowed on them by tho Crcatoi, 
loanable them to levy contributions on tho Industryof tho 
plains Every form of conciliation and coercion had been 
cm l toyed in vain to restrain their Inroads On ties occasion 
Akbar sent an army against them, under the joint command 
of Ins foster brother, and hw grftit personal friend and 
favourite, tho Hindoo raja Itocrbutl Their troops were 
decoy cd into the deffles and cut off, and, to the infinite regret 
of the emperor, BctrbuU \va» among tho slain So comj luc 
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was tho disgrace, tint according to the historian of this rcigib 
of 40,000 horse and foot, who entered the lulls, scarcely an 
mdiv 1 luftl escaped Such wholesale destruction would nj>i>csr 
incredible if we had not witnessed an CTainjle of it m tho 
same scene in our own day The task of subjugating them 
was then committed to the rajas Todcr Mull and Han Sing, 
who established pnhtary posts in tho lulls, and cut off the 
supplies of the mountaineers from the plains, and thus imposed 
some restraint on their violence llity became, however, as 
troublesome a century after, in the daj s of Anrmigzcbe, as 
they had been in the timo of A1 bar, nnd it is only since the 
establishment of British authority at Peshawar, that they 
have felt themselves in the presence of a master 
cnrjucitof Ahbar, having no other war on his hands, pro 
s-ndiftnican cccded to annex tho kingdom of Sindo to his 
Hoi-si (Jomimons, and sooji after reconquered tho province 
of Candahar Thus after a Bcncs of conflicts, which extended 
over a period of twenty fivo years, Akbar saw himself the 
undisputed monarch of all his hereditary territories beyond 
the Indus, and of all the principalities which had ever 
belonged to the '■rown of Dcllu, north of the Nerbudda, and 
it only remained to extend his authority over the Deccan A 
bncf notice of the events in that icg on, during the sixteenth 
century, will form a suitable introduction to the Mogul expe 
dition, on winch A1 bar now entered 

HU oryoftha ^ as keen stated m a previous chapter that on 
Deccan n he the decline of the Baliminy kingdom tho governors 
16 th cen uiy of t jj e dijierent p r0 ^ mcea threw off their allegi 
ance and that at the period of Baber’s invasion, five separate 
kingdoms had been established m the Deccan, at Beejaporc 
Abmednngur Golconda, Beder, and Berar Of these Beder 
the most ms gmficant was gradually absorbed by its more 
•n» kingaon ■ powerful n«igl boura Berar was scarcely of 
of Reacr and more weight in the politics of the Dectan, and was 
* “ extinguished about the year 1572 by the Nizam 

Shaheo ruler of Alimednugur . Ihc kingdom of Golconda, 
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■winch was sometimes called Telmgona, as comprising tli* 
districts of that extinct Hindoo monarchy, was consolidated 
Ensflomof by Koolee Kootnb Shah, who claimed homage on 
Goiccnia- the ground of being lineally descended from 
Japhet, the eon of Noah Hit, reign extended over sixty 
years, da nag which he was employed, as he delighted to say, 
“in spreading the banners of the Pa tb, and reducing the 
infidels from the borders of Tchngan3 to Masuhpatim and 
fiajahmnndrv ” Tear after year he took the field against thy 
Hindoos, reducing their vill iges to ashes, and turning their 
temples into mosques Tnough the kings of Golconda mixed 
freely w the intrigues of the two other princes of the Decchn, 
and were always ready to enter the lists against them when 
plunder or territory was to lie gamed, their attention was more 
particulaily directed to the buhjugation of the Hindoo districts 
lying between the eastern border of their kingdom and the 
Bay of Bengal 

Kmpjoawnf The two states of Beejapore and of Ahmed 
p*ejairwe»m nugur, called the Adil Shahec, and the Nizam 
Atmtdoosur ghahee, winch bordered on cnc i other, were inces 
eantly engaged in mutual hostility Within the circle of 
those kingdoms was included the region inhabited by the 
Mahrattas, the nsc and importance of whose power is to be 
attnbuted primarily to the perpetual warfare in which these 
royal families were involved. As early as 1499, we find a 
body of 5,000 Mahrattas existed in the service of one of 
them, and throughout the sixteenth century, their armies 
were strengthened by Mahratta contingents consisting of 
five, ten, and sometimes even twenty thousand troops Ivot 
a lew of the Maliratta families, winch subsequently rose 
to distinct on, traced the origin of their dignity to these 
appointments There was as yet no bond of national unit} 
among them, and their mercenary vara pons were sold to the 
highest bidder, even though their own coun'rymcn might be 
In the opposite ranks As the object of the kings of the 
Dec&in was to inflict the greatest amount of havoc on thur 
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opponents, the aid *bf men ■who were bandits by birth and 
profession, must have been invaluable 
The Hindoo To south of the three Deccan kingdoms, 
kingdom of Iiy the territories of the great Hindoo monarch 
teejuynugnr Beenqmugin^ who exercised authority, more or 
less complete, over all the Hindoo chiefs m the south 
The kings of this race had incessantly w iged war with the 
powerful Bahminy sovereigns and on the extinction of their 
power, were always engaged either in alliance or m war with 
some one of the Deccan king*, the ally of one year being 
frequently the foe of the next The revenues of Beejuynugur, 
which were said to have been enncbed by the commerce of 
sixty seaports, on both coasts enabled the king to maintain n 
force with which no other single state was able to cope 
Bam Raja the reigning monarch jn the middle of the sixteenth 
century, had recently wrested several districts from Becjaporc , 
he had also overrun Tehngona, blockaded tho capital, aul 
constrained the king to make large concessions His growing 
power gave just alarm to the Mahomedan kings of Beejaporc, 
Alimcdnugur, Golconda, and Bedcr, and they resolved to 
suspend their mutual jealousies and form a genera! con 
federacy to extinguish it This was nothing less than ft 
conflict for supremacy between the Hindoo and the Mahons 
dan powers in the Deccan Ram Raja, then 6cvcntj 3 ears or 
agf, called up to his aid all his Hindoo fcudatoncs as far as 
Ceylon, and was enabled to nsscjnblc an armj’, cons sting, on 
the most moderate computation, of 70 000 horse 90 000 foot, 
0 000 elephants, and 1,000 pieces of cannon Tho great an l 
Hatt « efTei i decisive battle was fought on the 25 th of Jantiaty , 
•0itt.2a.iMi, loG>, at Iclhcotta about twenty miles north*of 
Beejuyiingur, and terminated m the total deft at 
and capture of the raja, and tho slaughter according to tl t» 
Alah mi dan Liston an o& 100 000 u 11 lets Tin ngid raja ms 
put to death in coll 1 Inod, m d Ini cad was propeixed as u 
tropl^ at Biejajwjr* and annually exhibited to tl 1 people f »r 
two hundred years on the anuj»eraarj uf his diath The 
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Capital was plundered of all its treasures, and gradually 6 unk 
to insignificance The power of the Hindoos in the Deccan 
was irretrievably broken, but the confederate monarch s were 
prevented from following op their victory by mutual dis- 
sensions, and the brother of the raja was thus enabled to 
save some portion of the territory, and to establish his court 
at Penconda The capital was subsequently transferred to 
(jbuudcrgiree, winch has been rendered memorable m tie 
history of British India as the town where, se\ enty fouryears 
after the battle of Tclhcotta, the descendant of the raja 
grauted the English the first acre of land they ever possessed 
in India, and on which they erected the town of Madias 
xti* pnrtu*i no During the sixteenth century, the Portuguese. 

during Die }s’h nndo htlle effort Jo extend their conquests into 
century tj l0 interior of the country They were content 
with being masters of the sea, from which they swept all the 
fleets of I nth a and Arabia, and with the monopoly of the 
commerce between Europe and Ind a There arc, therefore, 
few events of any consequence in their lustorj It was 
about thirty 5 cars after tl cj had lauded at Calicut that they 
determined to obtain j> o^eeston of the harbour of Dm at all 
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ST^CCES'FDL DErEKCE OF GOA. 

Bahadoor Shall, the Ling of Guzerat, was dm cn from hw 
throne by Humoyoon, and took. refuge at Diu, where the 
Portuguese, after their repulse, had succeeded in forming » n 
establishment There he entered into a treaty with then*, 
granting permission to erect a fortress in return for a con* 
tingent of 50 European officers and 450 soldiers, with whose 
aid he was enabled to reconquer his Kingdom on the depaitm® 
of Eumayoon The disputes which arose regarding tine 
fortification, and the tragic event m which they ended, have 
been already narrated. The fortress was completed in 153& 
and contributed to strengthen the power of the Portuguese, 
who had now become the terror of the eastern seas through 
the superiority of their naval equipments It became, there* 
fore, the interest of all the l^ahomedau powers in Asia to 
extirpate them, and the Grand Seigneur at Constantinople 
cnteicd into a combination* with the king of Guzerat to 
accomplish this object The Turkish admiral sailed from 
Suez io Diu, with a force of 7,000 men and a superb tram of 
aitillcry A body of 20,000 men co-opcrated with them from 
Gnzerat Sylvcira, the Portuguese Commander, had only « 
force of 600 men, but defended himself with such gallantly* 
that the seige is one of the most remarkable transactions IP 
the history of the Portuguese When, at length, forty alone of 
the gains n remained fit for dutj, and there was no prospect 
before them but an unconditional surrender, the Mahomed an<» 
exhausted by this long and fiuitlcss Beige, drew off their 
troops, and Diu was saved 

eo^wned The greatest event of tbn> century, however, 
wuik on ooo, -was the scigo of Goa, m 1570 The king*? of 
Dec japore anil of Aliniednugur formed a coalition 
Menu, i„ o. with tlieZimonn of Calicut to expel the Fortn* 
guese from the coastj of India, each of the confederate* 
engaging to attack the settlements contiguous to his dorm* 
mons Ah Athl came down upon Goa, vuth a force of 100,000 
mfantrj, 85,000 cavalry, and 350 pieces ol cannon, Don Luis, 
the governor, was able only f o muster 1,C00 men, including 
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the monks , but he obliged the king to raise the seige with 
ignominy, after ten months lnd been wasted, and 12,000 of 
Ilia troops shin Mortiza Nizam Shah of Ahmcdnngur, 
descended the ghauts with an army scarcely less numerous 
composed of natives of Tnrkej , Persia, Kkorasan, and Ethio 
pia, and attacked the port of Choul, m the neighbourhood of 
Bombay, bat he was repulsed at nil points, and 3,000 of his 
troops perished in the assault The Zamonn, at the same 
time, laid scigo to the port of Chale, but it was rescued from 
danger by the timely arrival of reinforcements from Goa 
The Portuguese, having thus repulsed the most formidable 
attempt made on their settlements since they became a power 
in India, constrained the discomfited princes to sue for peace, 
and retained their supremacy in tbo Indian ocean, and on tbo 
coasts of India to the close* of the century, when they had 
to encounter the nvaliy of the new power introduced by the 
Dutch, to which they were obliged eventually to succumb 
... . Akbar, having consolidated his empire to the 

ennie Deccan, north of the Ncrbudda, resolved to conquer the 
ls3i Deccan There can be little doubt that this 

movement was dictated simply by the ‘ lust of territorial 
aggrandisement,” and that it is opeu to all the censure which 
English historians hare bestowed on it. Pet aggression had 
been the normal principle of every government, since the 
Mnhoxuednns ** turned their face to India, in the year 1000, 
perhaps even long before that penod , and if the enterprise of 
Akbar had been crowned with success it would doubtless 
ha\c been an incomparable benefit to India 
•It is difficult to imagine a more deplorable condition than 
that of the unhappy provinces of the Deccan during the 
whole of the sixteenth century The kings seem to have 
had no occupation hut war Scarcely a year passed in which 
the villages were not subjected to*rapmc, and the fair fruits 
of industry blasted bj their wanton irruptions No govern 
taent, however tyrannical, could lia%e inflicted anything like 
the wretchedness occasioned bj these unceasing devastations. 
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So inestimable is the blessing conferred by a strong govern- 
ment m Incha, in putting down intestine war, and giving 
repose and confidence to tbe people, that it appeals mere 
affectation to inquire into the origin of its rights, which, in 
nine cases out of ten, will bo found to be as valid as those 
cf the power it subverts 

Akbar enter* On tj?e death of Boorhan Nizam Shah, the king 
nugurstete °* Ahmednugnr, in 1595, four rival factions arose 
i59a m the state, the most pow erful of which called m 

the aid of the Moguls Akbar, who had long been watching 
an opportunity of interfering in the affaus of the Deccan, 
readily accepted the overture and lost no time in sending 
forward two armies But before they could reach the capital, 
another revolution had placed the power of the state m the 
hands of Chand Sultana She was a princess of Ahmednugur, 
who had been bestowed in manage in 15C4 on Ah Add Shah 
of Beejapore, to bind him to tbe alliance then formed by the 
Mahomedan kings against the raja of Beejuynugur On lus 
death she returned to her nativo country, and now assumed 
the regency on behalf of her nephew, Bahadoor Nizam Shah 
The tciebnitfd ^* 118 celebrated woman, the favourite heroine 

OmndSuima. of the Deccan, the subject of a hundred ballads, 
determined to defend the city to the last extremity, 
and persuaded the nval factions to merge their differences m 
a combined effort against the common foe The Moguls had 
constructed three mines, two of which she countermined, the 
third blew up, carrying away a portion of the wall, and many 
of her principal officers prepared to desert the defence Tho 
Sultana flew to tho spot in full armour, with a ^ cd ov or lijjr 
countenance, and a drawn sword iu her hand, nuJ recalled the 
troops to a sense of their duty Combustibles of c\ ery de- 
scription were thrown into tho breach, and bo heavy a fire 
was directed against it, that the besiegers were constrained 
to retire During the night she superintended in person tho 
repairs of the wall It is a pojular and favounto tradition, 
that when tho shot was cxhaustci 1 , she loaded the guns with 
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copper, then -with silver, and then with gold, and did not 
pause till she had begun to fire away her jewels The allies 
whom she had importuned to aid her, were now approaching, 
the Mogul camp began to be straitened for provisions, and 
prince Mond, the son of Ahbar, who commanded the army, 
s a «*!<* Bcrsr °^ erc ^ to rctire on obtaining the cession of the 
t» the Mogul*, province of Berar Chaud, having little confi 
,W8 ' dcnce m the fidelity of her troops or of her. allies, 

was constrained to accede to these terns 


f-atue of son? Within a 3 car of this convention, the longs of 
Put, ria-, i69r Beejapore, Ahmednugur, and Golconda formed 
an alliance to drive the Moguls bach across the NerbuSda, 
and brought an army of 60,000 men into the field An action 
was fought at Soneput which lasted two days, without any 
decisive result, though both parties claimed the victory 
Dissensions at length brol e.out among the officers of tlio 
Mogul army, and Ahbar, who had resided for fourteen years 
in the countries bordering on the Indus felt the necessity of 
proceeding in person to the Deccan On reaching Boorhan- 
jkitc ho scat au army to lay scigo again to Ahmednugur 
1 ho government of tho Sultana winch she had maintained 
With great difficulty, was now d stractcd by faction*, and 
fed ng the city to be incapable of defence, she endeavoured 
to make the best terms in her power with tho Moguls The 
jk pulacc, inflamed ty her enemies rushed mto lirr chamber 
and put her to death But* they soon had reason to deploro 
tbur ingratitude The Mogul army stormed and plundered 
the city, gninff no quarter to the defenders, and the young 


kmg and his family were sent as state prisoners to Gwalior 
Hie fall of the capital did not, howcicr, ensure 
»m-m tho sal mission of tho kingdom, an! it vra* not 


J “ 1 ,wa incorporated with the Mogul dominions till thirty 
sc\cn years after this period. Sooif after, Akbar dtpmed bn 


n**al the king of Can ksh, of all author ty , and that kingdom 
wan n. annexed to 1l e Mogul empire 
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IwViTuwa 9 ^ ‘^comparably the greatest of all the Maho- 
tnstituttem medan rulers of India Few princes ever exhibited 

greater military genius or personal courage He never fought 
a battle which he did not win, or besieged a town which he did 
not take , j ct he had no passion for war, and as soon as he 
had turned the tido of victory by his skill and energy, bo 
was happy to leave Ins generals to complete the work, and to 
hasten bach to the more agreeable labours of the •cabinet 
Tlio glories of Ins reign rest not bo much on tho extent of lim 
conquests, though achieved by lus personal talent, as on tho 
admirable institutions by winch his empire was consolidated 
The superiority of Ins cml administration was owing not to his 
own genius alone, but also to the able statesmen whom, like 
Queen Elizabeth, lie had the wisdom to collect around him 
nn rnigiou* * n t ^ e e ^y P cn °d of his career ho was a devout 
iiew» »mi tm follower of the Prophet, and was at one tune buit 
toil-ration. 0Q a pjigrumge j 0 bis tomb, the aspiration of every 
Mahomedan , bat about the twenty fifth year of his reign he 
began to entertain sentiments incompatible with fidelity to 
the Koran Ho professed to reject all prophets, pnests, and 
ceremonies, and to take Bimplo reason as the guide of his 
thoughts and the rule of Ins actions The first article of his 
cieed was “ There is no God but one, and Akbar is his pro- 
phet * Whether he ever intended to become tho founder of 
a new crceihmay admit of controversy , but all his measures 
tended to discourage the r* bgion of tho Prophet He changed 
the era of the Hejira , he restrained the study of Arabic and of 
Slahomedan theology , and he wounded the dearest prejudices 
* fc of the faithful by proscribing the beard Nothing but the 
ascendancy of Ins character, and his dazzling success m war 
and in peace, could have preserved the throne amidst the dis- 
contents produced among bis ovyi chiefs by these heterodox 
measures Among a people with whom persecution was 
considered the most sacred of duties, Akbai adopted the prm 
ciple not only of religious toleration bat, what has been found a 
more difficult task oven in the most enlightened Christian com- 
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mumtiea, of religious equality He formed tlic magnanimous 
resolution of resting the strength of his throne on the attach- 
ment of all his subjects, whether they belonged to the esta- 
blished religion of the state or not He disarmed the hostd-ty 
and secured the lo^ ally of the Hindoos by allowing them to 
share the highest civil offices and military commands v\ itli 
the Mahomedans, and thus placed himself a centmy ahead of 
the Stuarts in England. He abolished the odious jezzia, or 
capitation tax, he issued an edict permitting Hindoo widows 
to marry , he disco iraged suttees to the full extent of his 
I ower« and he abolished the practice of reducing captives to 
slavery 

h a n-Tcnns Under the supervision of the great financier 
tviorm*. 0 f the age, the raja Toder Hull, Ahbar radically 
remodelled the revenue system of the empire He caused all 
the lands to be measured according to a uniform standard, and 
with the most perfect instruments procurable He divided 
them, according to their character and fertility, into three 
classes and fixed the demand of the state generally at one 
third the annual produce, and then commuted it to a money 
I ayment. He abolished all arbitrary cesses, and made the 
settlement for ten years and with the cultivators themselves, 
to the exclusion of all middlemen It is questionable there 
fore whether, during his reign, there were any zemindars in 
India at all, and whether those who afterwards assumed them 
| reiogatwes were, at Ibis period, and for more than a century 
after, anything bty ond mere officials employed m collectu g 
the public dues — 

r>iTt«ion of ths The w hole empire was divided igto fifteen pro- 

“pbt. vinecs, or soubahs — Cabul, bevond tbo Indus, 
Lahore, Mooltan, Delhi, Agra, Oudc, Allahabad, Ajmerc, 
(luzerat, Malwo, Bchar, apd Bengal , and south of tbo 
Ntrbudda Can lesh, Bcrar, and Ahmcdnugur Each pro rnco 
■was placed under a soobadar, who was entrusted with full 
powers, cml an 1 nuktary, and assisted by a dewsu, or num* 
ter of finance, who, though nominated Lj the emperor, was 



ACCESSION OF JEUAM5EE2. 


125 


T] 

accountable to the soobidar The military duties of each 
province were entrusted to a fouzdar, who ako commanded 
the pohce force, and was responsible for the peace of the 
country Civil law was administered by a Jfahomedan chief 
justice, assisted by local judges, and the decisions were mva 
riably in accordance with the precepts of Mahomedan Hw 
lctmatar? The raihtary system of Akbar tins the least 
icroonwotiu* perfect of all his arrangements, and his extraordi- 
cornt naty success is to be attributed more to the weak- 

ness of his opponents than to the superiority of his own 
army He perpetuated the great military error of paying the 
commanders for their soldie-s by the head, which created an 
irresistible temptation to make false musters, and to fill the 
ranks with ragamuffins The same organization winch per- 
vaded the various offices of state was carried into all the 
establishments of his court, ^down to the department of the 
fruits and the flowers, the perfumery, the kitchen, and the 
kennel, which were regulated to the minutest details under 
the personal directions of the emperor Ei cry establishment 
was maintained upon a 6cale of imperial magnificence. He 
never had fewer than 12,000 horses and 5,000 elephants in bis 
own stables, independently of those required for hawking, and 
hunting, and war During Ins progress through the provinces 
his camp was a great moving city , and the eye was dazzled 
by the sight of the royal tents surmounted with gilt cupola, 
and ennchedVith the mo'f gorgeous ornaments. 


* CHATTER V. 

jEiiAJiGEEr asv S ii vii Jeitan, 1C05 — 16o8 

Ov the death of Akkar, Pnncc Selim qntetly 
stepped into the throne, at the age of thirty - 
,60S - seven,* and adopted the title of Jehangccr, tho 

cnaqscror gi ibo world. Jhe great empire to which be sue- 



POOR JEITAIT 


126 


[cnA? 


cccded was in a state of profound tranquillity, and tliero was 
no Bpxit of insubordination among the military or civil chiefs. 
IIis proceedings on his accession served not only to calm the 
fears ■which lus previous misconduct had excited, but even to 
win him the esteem of his subjects He confirmed his father’s 
ministers m their post9, abolished some vexatious taxes and, 
though strongly addicted to wine himself, prohibited the use 
of it, and endeavoured to control the indulgence in opium 
He replaced the Maliomcdan creed on the coin, and mam 
fested a more superstitious attention to the precepts of the 
Prophet than his father had done At the Bame tune he 
courtfcd popularity by affording easy access to the complaints 
of Ins people But a subject of disquietude soon arose 
itebeu on of feta ^ 1S 60n ^ usro * ia d become the object of his 
•onKhuiro, detestation by the effort made during the last 

I " 60<L days of Ahbar’s life to place him on the throne by 

some of the leading courtiers, and the youth now fled to the 
Funjab, where he collected a body of 10 000 men He was 
promptly pursued and captured, and the emperor exhibited 
the brutality of his nature by causing 6even hundred of his 
adherents to be impaled abve, while the wretched Khusro 
was earned along the line to witness their agonj 
„ , The event which exercised the greatest influ 

rami ape ana ° 

nmrria-e of ence on the conduct of Jehangeer for sixteen 
NoorJcten. y ears ^- ag j lls njamagc with the celebrated Noor 
Jehan She was descended from, a noble Persian firmly of 
Teheran, but her father, having been reduced to poverty, 
determined to follow the prevailing cnrrdnt of emigration, and 
proceed to India to repair his fortunes Daring the journey, 
his wife gave birth to a daughter under the most calamitous 
circumstances, though they were subsequently embellished 
with all the romance of poetry when she became the Queen 
of the East and was in a position to reward the pens of poets 
A merchant who happened to be travelling on the same route 
afforded assistance to the family in their exigency, and, cm 
reaching the capital took the fathey into his own employ, and, 
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perceiving lire abilities, introduced lum to the service of 
Akbar, in winch lie gradually rose to eminence Ills daughter, 
Noor Jehan received all the accomplishments of education 
which the capital cf India could afford, and grew up into a 
woman of the most exquisite beauty In the harem of Ahbar, 
avluch she occasionally visited with her mother, she attracted 
tho attention of the prince Selim, who became deej iy ena 
raoured of her But she had been already betrothed to a 
Turkoman of the noblest descent, who had acquired the title 
of Shcio Afgun, from having killed a lion singlcliandod lie 
had serve 1 with renown in the wars of Persia and India, and 
was distinguished no less by lus ggnntic strength thaft ly 
Ilia personal a alour Al bar refused to annul the nuptial 
engagement even in favour of his own son, and, in the hope 
that absence woul 1 allay tho passion of the prince appointed 
Shore to a jaygecr in the remote district of Burdman 
i<«rje »» But JchangceT had no sooner mounted tho 
ra«ti oi * throne tlan he determined to remove every ob 
i mu, iau B (^ c ] c to the gratification of lus wishes, and Shcro 
penshed in a scuffle which was not believed to be accidental 
II is loicly widow wag convened to Delhi when Jehangeer 
offered to share Ins throne with her, but she rejected the 
offer with disdain and was consigned to the neglect of the 
harem, where she had le&uro for reflection and repentance. 
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of the emperor’s disposition, and constrained him to appeir 
sober at the durbar, however he might indemnify himself for 
this restraint in the evening Her taste imparted grace to tiro 
splendour of the court, at the same time that she curtailed 


its extravagance Her brother, Asof Klnn, was raised to a 
post of high dignity, and her father, who w as placed at the 
head of affairs, proved to be one of the ablest of viziers 
sta ik Apt*r The city of Alimcdnugur, ns prea lously stated, was 

«n ui e unto of captured by Akbar, on the murder of Chnnd Sultana 
in 1C00, and the roj al family was consigned to the 
fortress of Gwalior , but the kingdom was not subdued, though 
Akbar designated it as one of the soobalis of lus empne 
Malik Amber, the chief of the Abyssinian nobles of the 
court, assumed the control of pubbe affairs, and placed a 
kinsman of the late king on the throne ne attacked the 
Mogul forces with vigour, and erected the national standard on 
what had been regarded the impregnable rock of Dowlutabad, 
he founded a new capital at the foot of it, at Kirkee, ami 
adorned it with many splendid buildings Malik Amber stands 
foremost in the lns*ory of the Deccan as a statesman of sur 
passmg genius, who maintained the sinking fortunes of the 
Alimednugur dynasty for twenty years with the greatest 
energy Planting himself on the borders of the Deccan, he 
continued to repel the encroachments of the Moguls, and 
repeatedly drove then: armies back to Boorhanpore ITe 
availed himself to so great an ^xtent oF t iq services of the 
Maluatta chieftains, that he may be said to ha\ e cradled 
thur pow er , more especially was it under his banner that 
Shabjee the father of fcevajee laid the foundation of his 
greatness W ith a natural genius for war, he was still 
more remarkable for the assiduity with which he cultivate 1 
the arts of peace and it is the revenue settlement he brought 
to perfection which has given lasting celebrity to lus name 
lie was the T^der Mull of the Deccan 


In the 5 ear 1612 Jclnngccr resolved to n 
cover the footing wjuch the Moguls ha 1 lost 
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in the Deccan, and two armies, the first commanded by 
Abdoolla Khan, were sent against Malik Amber But ho 
avoided a general engagement, while his light Deccaueo 
horse hovered on the flanks and rear of his enemy, cut off 
lus communications and supplies, and harassed him by night 
and by day so inexorably as to oblige him to sound a retreat, 
winch the Abyssinian soon converted ,into a disgraccfnl 
flight The second army met the Ahmednugur troops in the 
flush of victory, and wisely retraced its steps across tho 
Xcrbudda 

s t juration of These disappointments were balanced bj success 
oudypw ten n g a i ns t Oodypoic It has been already stdtcd 
that Oody Smg, tho feolle rana of Chittorc, the founder of 
the town of Oodyporc, was obliged by the generals of Ahbar 
to sock refuge m tho lulls He was succeeded by his son, 
Pcrtap Sing, who is still idolized by lus countrymen for the 
heroism with which he repelled the attacks of the Moguls, 
and preserved the germ of national imlepcndencc in lus wild 
fastnesses Although tho Rajpoot rajas of Jejpore and 
Marwar were ranged against him, he succeeded in recovering 
the grcatci' portion of lus hereditary dominions before tho 
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established. He landed at Sunt, and proceeded b) slow 
journeys to the court, then held at Ajmere, ■where ho was 
received with greater distinction than had been conferred on 
any foreign envoy Of the result of his embassy we shall 
have occasion to speak hereafter , here it may be sufficient 
to state, that he was fascinated by the oriental magnificence 
o f the court, which so completely eclipsed the tinsel pomp of 
that of his own master He was dazzled with the profusion 
of gold and jewels on every side, and, not least with those 
which adorned the foreheads of the royal elephants But ho 
perceived little comfort among the subjects of tlio cmj ire, 
who»were ground down by the extortions of the public ser- 
vants of eveiy grade The emperor dispensed justice dail> m 
person, but ho retired in the evening to his cups, which ho 
never left while there was any reason left w him He was 
maudlin and easy, and Ins courtiers were universally coriupt 
and unprincipled Military discipline had decaj cd after the 
death of Akbar, and the only good soldiers in the array were 
the Rajpoots and the Afghans There was a large influx of 
Furopcans at the capital, and so greatly was Christianity 
encouraged, that one of the emperor s nephews had cmbiaccd 
it, and the Emperor himself hail an image of Christ and the 
Virgin in lus rosary 

Seraurt The attention of Jchangccr was now called to 

s^kAmbcr 1 tlio state °f affairs m the Deccan and he marchc 1 
aurvh.i6i7 down to Mandoo to superintend the war, w h ch 
he entrusted to the command of Sfiah Jchan, at the same time 
declaring him the heir of the throne The prosperity of 
Malik Amber had created a feeling of envj at tho Alimcd 
nugur court, and alienated many of his confederates On 
the approach of Shah Jeban, lie was still further weakened 
by the defection of tho king of Bccjaporc, and was oblige d 
to cntcL into negotiation^ and ccdo tho fortress of Atimc l 
nugur, together with all the conquests he ha 1 made from 
the Moguls But within four j cars he renewed tho war, and 
succeeded m dnvmg the imptnaj forces across the Taj tec. 
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Shah Jchan was again selected by bis father to command tho 
a«nj , but he accepted the charge only on condition that Ins 
brother Khusro should accompany him Before he reached 
tho ] ro\ mce of Malwa, Malik Amber had crossed the Ncr- 
1 ldda and burned down the suburbs of Mandoo But success 
still attended the arms of Shah Jehan He contm cd to cor 
nipt the principal Mahratta chiefs in the army of Malik 
Amhei— some of them by tho most extravagant offers — and 
that general, deserted by his own officers, suffered a defeat, 
and was obliged to purchase peace in 1621, by a large sacn 
lice of treasure and temtory 
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quencc-s Malik Amber anti the kings of Bee ja pore and 
Golconda refused him nnj assistance , Ins own troops began 
to desert, and he w as obliged to retreat to Tchngana On 
reaching Masuhpatam ho marched along tlio coast to Bengal, 
took possession of that province and of Bcliar, and advanced 
to Allahabad Mohabet, who was ljing at Boorhanjtorc, on 
hearing of Ins sudden appearance on the Ganges, hastened to 
encounter him. Ins raw levies were speedily dispersed, and 
he fled'a second time to the Deccan Malik Amber was now 
at issue with the emperor, and 1 made common cuisc with his 
fugitive son, and they advanced together to the siege of 
that 4 city But Mohabet pursued tlio prince with such 
energy that lie was fain to seek reconciliation with Ins father, 
winch, however, wor not granted but on the hard condition 
of surrendering all Ins forts, and giving two of his sous as 
hostages 

soor jehan A new scene now opens m this eventful drama 
h£a™ C of* Mohabet, the greatest subject of the emi we, and 
Mohaiiei, in the prime favourite of the emperor, had acquired 
additional importance by his brilliant success, but as ho 
manifested no disposition to second Noor Jehan’s views re- 
garding the succession of Shariar, her confidence was 
capriciously converted into hatred, and she resolved on Ins 
rum Jehangeer was at tins time on Ins waj to Cabul A 
charge of embezzlement during his Teccnt campaign was 
trumped up against Mohabet, and he was sumftioncd to tho 
court to answer it He came, but with a body of 5,000 Rajpoots 
who were devoted to his service He had recently hctiotl cd 
his daughter to a young noble without obtaining the usual 
consent of the emperor Jehangeer, on hearing of the cir- 
cumstance, ordered the youth into his presence, and in a fit 
af brutal rage directed him to be stnppcd naked and whipped 
with thorns in the prcseria.3 of the court, and confiscated all 
Ins estates When Mohabet approached the toj al encamp 
ment he was refused admission He could not fail to perceive 
that his nun was determined on, £nd he resolv ed to strike 
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iinhav! #rf ft ^" ,rs ^ Wow Tho following morning the army 
the Eintcnr crossed the ITydaspes, and Jcliangccr, who had 
not recovered from the debauch of tho previous 
night, remained behind with a slender guard Moliabet pro 
cctdcd to the emperor’s tent and seized lug person Jehan* 
geer was frantic at this indignity, but seeing lnmsclf abso 
lately in tho power of hta general, was* persuaded to mount 
an elephant, with Ins goblet and bis cup-bearer, and proceed 
to Moliabct’s tent. 
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senes of slllful manccuircs contmcd gmdu illy to turn the 
tables on him , lie saw tint Ins position was becoming dally more 
insecure, an<l made offers for n reconciliation Noor Telnn 
condoned his reaolt on condition tint lie Bhould proceed n» 
pursuit of ber other enema, Shah Jehan lint jnnee, after 
making 1m Bill mission to the emperor, had fkd to Smdt 
intending to neck an asjlum in Persia, but lie nas still a ft r 
mid able obstacle to her a tews Put when Ins j rospccts wire 
at the lowest ebb the} began to brighten JIoli ibet, drtadin„ 
a reign of weakness and MOlcnce if Shanar Buccecdcd to tl c 
throne through the influence of NoorJi Inn resolved to assist 
the efforts of Shah Telnn, an 1 instead of proceed ng tp attack 
him, joined lam with the troops yet remaining under Jds 
standard 

Hie empress on hearing of this defection ordered him to 
bo liuntc 1 through the empire, «and set a price on his head 
Put her power was at oucc annihilated by tho death of 
Dmihami Jchangccr, whose constitution was completely 
jT™ n %r f exhausted by a life of indulgence, and who ex 
M 1 pired at Lahore on tho 28th of October, 1627, in 

the sixtieth jear of his age JIo was contemporary with 
James the First of England Not only was their reign of 
the Bamc duration, but there was a remarkable accordance in 
their characters They were both equally weak and con- 
temptible, both the slaves of favourites and of .drink, and by 
a Bingular coincidence, they boti launched a royal decree 
agamst tho use of tobacco, then recently introduced into 
England and India, and, in both cases, with the same degree 
of success *» 

, . On the death of Jehangcor Aeof Khan the 

Access on of _ c . 

£!uh jebao, brother of Noor Jelian, and one of the chief 
1C ministers determined to support the claims of 

Shah Jehan on the samS ground which had influenced tho 
decision of Mohabet He despatched a messenger to summon 
him. from, the Deccan and at the same tune placed the empire* 5 * 
dowager under restraint Her influence expired with the 
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death of her husband, and she retired from the ■world ruth an 
annuity of tn enty five lues of rupees n-y car, and passed the 
remaining years of lier life in cherishing' Jus memory Shanar, 
who was at Lahore, was attached and defeated by Asof Khan, 
and put to death by order of Shah Johan That prince lost no 
„ . . . time incoming up from the Deccan, in company with 

He Indulge* hi> . , ° r ’ 1 J , , 

n ror Mouabet Khan, on whom, as wen as on azof 

niagnifl-encc jjj in> jljo instruments of his deration, Jic tie- 
stowed the highest dignities He was proclaimed emperor, at 
Agra, early in 1 G2S, and began his reign by indulging that pas- 
sion for magnificence in which he eclipsed all his predecessors 
The anniversaiy of his accession was commemorated by a dis 
play of incrcdiblo extravagance A suite of tents was manu- 
factured of the finest Cashmere shawls, which, in the figu 
ratwo language of Ins biographer, it required two months to 
pitch In conformity with the usage of the ancient Hindoo 
sovereigns he was weighed against silver, and gold, and 
yen els, which weie then lavished among the courtiers. 
Vessels filled with gems were waved over his head and 
emptied on the floor for a general scramble The expense of 
this fcstnal was computed at a crorc and a half of rupees 
Conii non of The first eight years of the reign of Shah Jehan 
, ' v-criJ occupied with military operations in tho 
VfXMn. Deccan thirty years had now elapsed since 
Ah bar crossed the Nerbudda, and overran the kingdom of 
Ahmednugur, on which ocsasion bo added to lus titles that of 
king of the Deccan The genius of Malik Amber had, however, 
succeeded in restoring the independence of the kingdom, to- 
gether with much of its ancient power, bn t he bad recently died, 
nt the age of eighty The 1 mg of Beejaporc, Ibrahim Add 
Shah, renowned for the grandeur of bis edifices, had died about 
the same tune, bequeathing a full treasury and an army of 
200 000 men to lus successor The king of Golconda was 
engaged in extending lus authority over his Hindoo ncigh- 
lours to the cast and south Of all the acquisitions made ly 
Aklar south of the Ncrbttdda. there remained to the crown of 
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Delhi only the eastern half of Candcsh, and the adjoining por 
tion of Bcrar 

war in the The war in the Deccan on which ShahJehan 

Deccan ore*- now entered, and which continued for eight j eats, 
reroitonciaa was occasioned by the revolt of Johan Lodi lie 
im— 1637 ’ T7as an Af Shan of ignoble birth, but great ability 

and arrogance, who had raised himself to eminence 
in the^ Mogul army, and obtained the office of governor of 
the Deccan, from which post he was removed to Malwa under 
the new reign He was invited to court, and treated appa- 
rently with great distinction , but, having imbibed a suspicion 
that* the emperor, to whom he was personally odious, had a 
design on his life, he quitted the capital abruptly with the 
troops which had accompanied him He was immediately 
pursued, and overtaken on the banks of the Clmmbul, and it 
was only with extreme difficulty that ho was able to elude 
pursuit and reach the Dcccan , but, having once reached it, he 
was joined by numerous adhcicnts, and supported by the 
long of Ahmcdnugur The emperor considered the revolt so 
serious as to order three armies, each consisting of 60,000 
men, into the field, and even to proceed to the Deccan w person 
Jchan Lodi was driven out of Ahmednugur by the Mogul 
force, and Bought the aid of the long of Bccjapore, winch ms 
peremptorily refused Inm nis fnend, Shahjcc, the Mahratta 
chieftain, considering Ins cause desperate, at andoned it, and 
joined the Moguls , for which jict of treachery ho w as 

rewarded with a title of nobility Meanwhile his allies, the 
hmednugur troops, wero defeated bj the Moguls at Dow- 
/utabad , and Jchan Lodi, overwhelmed by the defection of 
is fnends and the discomfiture of his allies, fled uorthward, m 
t ic hope of reaching Afghanistan, and rousing lus country * 
oion , but he was brought to bay on t /10 borders of Bundle- 
und, and, after performing-prodigies of valour with the small 
y of 400 men who still adhered to lus fallen fortunes, 
was struck dead by a Rajpoot, and his head sent an an accept* 
able offering to Shah Jchan. «. 
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_ , , . The ■war with Mimednugur did not, howc\ cr. 

the nriatiie cease with the cnose of it The King, Mortiza 
Isizam, had fallen out with his minister, Fntoh 
Khan, the s n and eucce^or of Jlahk. Amher, and thrown 
him into pn«on , bnt, having experienced nothing but mortifi 
cation in his straggle with the Moguls, released him, and 
restored him to power The Abj'ssiman. rewarded the hind 
ness of his master b\ causing him and his adherent^ to l e 
assassinated, nnd,bavmg placed an infant on the vacant throne, 
oTercd Ins submission to the emperor Meanwhile, the king 
of Beejipore, alarmed at the progress of the Mogul ami 1 ’ deter- 
mined to make common cause with Ahmednugnr, and thus 
brought down the imperial armies on Ins own territories It 
would be wearisome to go into a detail of all the intrigues, the 
treachery, and the vicissitudes which form the history of this 
period of five years Suffice it to record that the war with 
Bccjaporc was conducted with vaned fortunes , that the king 
baffled the Mogul generals by creating a desert for twenty 
roika around his capital and depriving their armtes of food 
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too Into to afford him assistance, it is supposed that they formed 
a settlement in the neighbourhood of the gi cat port of Sitgong, 
nt a place called Golm, or Golx, the grannrj , afterwards cor 
ruptedto Hooglily, whole they continued to flourish for a him 
died years Towards the close of the century they appear to 
have formed another and larger settlement at Chittagong, vv here 
Gonzales is said todiave held the district around it in aubjec 
tion "pith the help of a thousand Europeans, two thousaud 
natives, and eighty ships So formidable was bis power, that 
the Mogul viceroy made Dacca the Beat of his government, in 
order more effectually to check his pi ogress With the cotn 
inand of the only two ports of the Gangetic valley, the powu 
of the Portuguese in Bengal during the sixteenth century 
must have been an object of no little alarm to the Mogul 
authorities 

Hoogtir At Hooghly they had fortified their factory, and 

obtained the complete control of the commerce of the river, 
and the prosperity of Satgongbegan *o wane under this rivalry 
At the time when Shah Jehan, flying before Mohabet, in 1 G 24 , 
advanced from Masulipatam to Bengal, he besought the 
Portuguese chief at Hooghly, Michael Rodrigues, to assist 
him with some guns and artillerymen, but, as the gov ernor had 
no confidence m the success of that rash enterprise, the 
request was refused Six years afterwards when Shah 
Jclian had become emperor, a representation was made by 
the soobadar of Bengal that sofiie European idolaters, w] o 
bad been allowed to establish a factory m Bengal, bad erected 
a fort and mounted it with cannon, and grown insolent and 
oppressive Shah Jehan had not forgotten the repulse* he 
received from Rodngues at Hooglily in Ins adversity, and 
curtly replied, “ Let the idolaters be immediately expelled 
from my dominions ” 

Capture of The viceroy lost no time in inv eating H^oglilj 

uoognj iw and finding that it could not he carried t y stonn 
undermined the defences The great bastion was blown np , 
the Moguls rushed with fury mtohlie breach, and slaughtered 
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more than a thousand Portuguese Of three hundred vessels 
then m the nver, it is stated that only three escaped- hloie 
than four thousand were made prisoners , the priests were 
forwarded to Delhi, and the most beautiful of the women re 
sen ed for the royal seragho , the churches and images were 
demolished Br this blow, the power of the Portuguese in 
Bengal was irretrievably broken , and no vestige now remains 
of their former influence, save thefew vocables they contributed 
to the language of the countiy, and the old church at Bandel, 
within sight of Hoogbly, erected two centuries and a half ago 
The Mogul viceroy directed that it should thenceforth be made 
the royal port of Bengal , all the public records and ofiices 
were removed to it from Satgong, and that city, which may 
be traced bach to the days of the Caesars, sunk into a little 
paper making hamlet 

Acqu > uon <jf In the year 16S7 the emperor was gladdened 

-a V the unexpected recovery of Candahar, which 
imcuuj. had been so often lost and gained by the family 
of Baber Ah Mcrdan, the governor under the Persians, was 
drnco into rebellion by the tyrannical proceedings of his 
sovereign, and made over the town and territory to the 
Moguls, after winch ho sought a refuge nt the court of 
Delhi He was rcceued, as may well be supposed, with 
great honour by Shah Jcban, and subsequently employed in 
many military, expeditions beyond the Indus But his fame 
lm been, perpetuated m India by the great public works 
winch he executed, and more especially ly the canal, near 
Delhi, distinguished by lus name, winch lias proved an meal 
culablc blessing to the country it irrigates 
Mp The military operations which were undertaken 

non, t*yon4 th» beyond the Indus, can scarcely be said to belong 
injm icimi {o ^ history of India. The emperors of the 
house of Baber retained the 6ame Srdent interest m all the 
political mo\ emcnts of the region from winch thev sprung, as 
the first Und second George took in the fortunes of Hanover 
India w us, therefore, dmntfd of men and money fox the con- 
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quest or defence of those distant, and, as compared with 
India, unprofitable possessions The son of the Uzbek ruler 
of Balkh liad revolted against his father, the gov emment 
was thrown into confusion and Slnh Jclian, who had enjoj c 1 
seveu years of repose, could not resist the temptation of again 
prosecuting the dormant rights of his family on that remote 
province Ah Merdan was sent across the Indus with a large 
array, and rav aged Budukshan, but was constrained, by the 
seventy of the winter, to retreat Baja Jugut Sing was 
then sent to conduct the war with 14,000 Rajpoots , and 
never did the chivalry of that race of wamors, and their sym- 
pathy with a tolerant and just government, slime more conspi- 
cuously than in this expedition Regardless of Hindoo preju* 
dices, they crossed the Indus, and surmounted the Hindoo 
Kosb, and encountered the fiery valour of the Uzbeks in that 
frozen region To be near the scene of operations, Shah 
Jehan took up his residence at Cabul His third son, Among 
zebe was also employed m these operations, and at first gained 
a great victory, but was soon after obliged to retire upon 
Balkh, and then to make a most disastrous retreat to Cabul, 
with the loss of a great portion of his army The emperor 
“vas at length induced calmly to weigh the policy of con 
turning an expensive war in that distant quarter , and he had 
the moral courage to relinquish the entei prize 
Tho remans The repose gamed by abandon mg Balkh was, 
however, of short duration Sliah Abbas, the 
made in tam to king of Persia, having now attained his majority, 
wcoverit, i6ia camG down on Candahar and retook it, after a 
siege of two months Shah Jehan was resolved to recover it, 
and the following yeai Aurungzcbo invested it for four 
months, but without success Two years after, the vizier 
as well as the prince again invested the town with a larger 
force but tl e attempt wits a second time unsuccessful, and 
Aurungzebe was sent as viceroy to the Deccan A third 
army w as despatched w ! Go3, under prince Data, the eldest 
son of the emperor, who was nr patient to achieve success in 
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an expedition in which his ambitious brother had been twico 
foiled , but, though it set out at the precise moment which 
the royal astrologer had pronounced to bo most auspicious, 
it was equally destined to disappointment Thus termi- 
nated tho third and last attempt of the Moguls to recover 
Candahar, of which they had held but a precarious posses- 
sion since the daj s of Baber The failure was followed by 
two years of repose, when Shah Jchan completed the revenue 
settlement in the Deccan, on which he had laboured for tvfcnty 
years, and introduced the financial system of Todcr Mull. 

„ . ... The \ear 1655 marts the commencement of an 

lYrwal of tie J 

*Minuw important senes of events, — the renewal of ihe 
Pcecm, 1651 vrar in the Deccan, which continued for fifty j ears 
to consume the resources of the Mogul empire, and served 
to hasten its downfall Dunng the twenty years of peace 
which followed the treaty with the king of Beejapore, in 1C3G, 
that pnneo had given Ins attention to tho construction of 
those splendid palaces, mausoleums, and mosques w Inch dis 
tmguishcd hts reign , and to the conquest of the petty prin- 
cipalities m the Carnatic which bad sprung out of the ruins 
of tho Hindoo kingdom of Beejuyanugur The tribute vluch 
lie exacted at the same time from the king of Golconda, had 
been paid with punctuality, and that pnnee Ind manifested 
©very disposition to cultivate the friendship of the emperor 
There was no cause of difference with these rulers, and 
Shah Jeban appeared to bo completely satisfied w ith the rela- 
tion thej maintained with his throne But in ICo3, Auningzchc, 
after his second repulse from Candahar, was appointed to 
the Diccan, and determined to obtain an indemnity for hts 
disappointment m the subjugation of tho two kingdoms of 
Bctjaporc nud Golconda. 
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in the scroco of a ‘diamond merchant who took him to Go! 

• omlij und bequeathed lus bwuicas to lnm The enterj ruing 
5 outh emtorhe 1 in maritime trade, and amassed prodigious 
wealth and time to bo held in hign estimation for Ins talents 
nnA probity in e\cry Mnhomedan court m Asia He cntcre l 
the royal sen tot of Golconda, and gradually ro«o to the 
supreme direction of affairs Ho led an army to tho south, 
and extended the authority of the king over tho cluck 
who j’ct enjojed mdej cndcnco, and it was whilo absent on 
this expedition that hia sou, Mahomed Amin, b> somo so) 
posed act of disrespect, incurred tho d splcnsurc of Ins 6orcrc gn. 

«. Mccr Joornla boI cited that consideration for hw 

>\vtl 1 OOTR V— ' . 

a iacv of o i son w Inch ho considered Ins own sen ices entitle I 
r’n'ofthe’iJRir him to, hut meeting with a refusal, made an 
iasj appeal to Aurungzebe wlm.H that jinnee was but 

too happy to take up Under his influence, Shah Jehan was 
uduccd to send a haughty nnsstvo to Abdoolla to grant 
redress to tho jouth which tho king answered ly placing him 
in confinement, and confiscating his father s estates An order 
was then sent to Vumugzcbc from Delhi to enforce compliance 
bj the sword, and he entered upon tho execution of it with 
that craft which was the prominent feature of Ins character 
through life He assembled a large army, giving out that 
he was about to proceed to Bengal to celebrate the marriage 
of li s son with tho daughter of Ins brother tho viceroy of 
th it province Ho advanced towards Hyderabad with the 
ino&t friendly professions, and the unsuspecting Abdoolla 
piepavcd to welcome him with a magnificent entertainment, 
when be found himself treacherously assailed by tl e Mogul 
army and constrained to seek refuge m the fortress of Gol 
conda A large portion of Hyderabad was burnt down, and 
the city subjected to md senmmato plunder, by winch the 
booty which Aurungzebe Aad destined to h rnself, tell to his 
soldiers The king of Golconda, reduced to extremity by 
th s sudden and unprovoked assault, was constrained to sub- 
mit to the harsh terms imposed, by Aurungzebe, — that he 



ASSAULT ON rtEJAfOCE 


143 


v 3 

fchoull bestow his daughter on one of hio sons, with a nth 
dowry, and pay up a crore of rupees, as the first instalment 
ciF an annual tribute Shah Johan, who ban a conscience, 
remitted one fifth of this sum, and, inviting Sleer Joomla to 
Delhi, invested him with the office of vizier 
Asau-toatc* Having thus reduced Colconda to submission, 
japan it* Aurungzebe resolved to att tek Beejapore, and he 
had not long to wait for a pretext Uahomed Add Shah 
dedm ICaC, and bequeathed the kingdom to his son, a youth 
of nineteen, who mounted the throne without paying that 
homage which the emperor pretended to consider due to him 
It was, therefore, given out that the youth was illegitimate, 
and that it belonged to the emperor to nominate a successor 
The war which arose on thi.-> unwarrantable claim was 
perhaps, a more wanton and heinous aggre stoa than 
any to be found in the darkest annals of India Aleer 
Joomla, as commander m chief, and Aurungzebe, as his lieu 
tenant, suddenly invaded the territories of Beejapore The 
Maliratta chieftains m the service of that state, nobly rallied 
round the throne, but the abruptness of the irruption, ren 
dered it impossible to collect a sufficient force — a large portion 
of the army being absent m the Carnatic— or to resort to the 
usual moans of defence The forts of Beder and Boolbuiga 
were captured, the country was laid waste with fire and 
sword, and the capital was invested. The king made the 
most humble Supplications, and offered to purchase peace 
bv the payment of a crore of rupee 1 ’, or any sacrifice the 
prince might demand , but every offer was sternly rejected 
The extinction of the dynasty appeared inevitable, when an 
event occurred in the north, which gave it a respite of thirty 
yean. 'News came posting down to the Deccan that tin, 
emperor was at the point of death, and that tho contest for 
the empire had begun \urungzebc#ras olkged to hasten to 
the capital to look after Ins own interests, and the siege of 
Beejapore was raised. 
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_ , , bbah 4 Jehaa had four sons, Dara, the eldest 

The four torn cl , , . . 

bhah jehan had been declared his successor, and admitted to 
JEKS& a considerable share of the government He had 
,CM great talents for command, and an air of regal 

dignity, he was frank and brave, but haughty and rash 
Soojah, the second son, the viceroy of Bengal, had been 
accustomed to civil and military command from his jouth but 
was greatly addicted to pleasure The third, Aurungzebc, 
was trie most able and ambitious, as well as the most subtle 
and astute member of the family, while Morad, the youngest, 
though bold and generous, was little more than a mere sot 
Dai a was a freethinker of Akber’s school , Aurungzebe was a 
bigoted Mahomcdan, and contrived to rally the orthodox 
around him by stigmatizing his brother as an infidel The 
claims of primogeniture had always been vague and feeble in 
the Mogul dynasty, and the power of the sword generally 
superseded every other right {Svben, therefore, four pnnccs, 
each with an army at his command, equally aspired to the 
throne, a contest became inevitable 

Boojm tatutia Soojah was the first m the field, and ad\»nced 
Beid, 1657 f ro m Bengal towards the capital Morad the 
viceroy of Guzcrat, on hearing of his father e illness seized 
the public treasure, and assumed the title of emperor 
Aurungzebe, after having extracted a large supply of 
money from the king of Bcejaporc, granted him a peace, 
and ad\anccd with his army to the nortlitm boundary 
of his pioiince His object was to cajole Morad whom 
he saluted as emperor, and congratulated on his new dignity, 
declaring that as for !umt>elf his only desire was to rcnoimco 
tlio world and proceed on plgnnmgc to Mecca after ho hid 
liberated lus father from the tliraldnm of the irreligious 
I)ara Morad was simple enough to bcl eve these profes- 
sions and united lus armj^o that of Aurnngzcbe on the banks 
of the Ncrbu Ida, when the two brothers advanced toward i 
Hie capital 
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Pafadcfcitt Dara prepared to meet both these attacks He 
«ooati Aiming despatched raja Jcy Sing, of Jcyporc, to oppose 
Soojah, and raja Jessw unt Sing to encounter 
i » s shah Aurungzehc The selection of two Hindoo gene 
3ah * 1 rals to command the armies which were to decide 
thefortnues of the Mogul throne affords Btrong cvidenco of 
the feehngs of lovalty which the wise policy of A1 bar had 
inspired Tust it this juncture Shah Jchan was restored to 
health and icsnmed the functions of government but it was 
too late to quench the clcim nts of strife The imperial force 
came up with Soojah at Uenates and he was defeated aud 
obliged to fly to Bengal 11 c united armies of Amaingzebe 
aud Morad encountered Jessw unt Sing near Oojein, and 
defeated him and then advanced with 35,000 troops to 
the neighborhood of Agia Para came out to meet them 
with a superior force, estimated at 100 000 foot, zO 000 horse, 
aid 80 pieces of cannon In the fieice and bloody battle 
w Lch ensued Para was completely overpowered and fled 
fiom the field with a remnant of baicly 2 000 men The 
victorious Aurungzebe entered the capital deposed his father, 
and assumed the whole power of the empire 
character «f The character of Shah Jchan is aptly described 

6mh Jehan by his native biographer “ A1 bar waB pre emi 
lent as a warrior aud as a lawgiver Shah Jclian for the 
incomparable cyder, and arrangement of his finances and the 
internal administration of the empire’ Though he drew a 
icicnuc of thirty crorca of rupees annually from Ins dominions, 
which did not include the Deccan it is generally asserted that 
the country enjoyed greater prosperity during his reign than 
under vny of Ins predecessors it has therefore been charac- 
terised as the golden age of the Mogul dyn istj This is a 
•significant fact, since tli s prosperity caunot be attributed to 
nr} enlightened policy, or to any ? icouragei lent given by 
the cmpcroi to the pursuits of industiy , it w as owing 6unpl^ 
to that resj ite from the ravages of war which afforded the 
pn vuices vvjifij » the Indus scope foi the development of their 
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resources Sit ill Jclnn was unquestionably the most mngm 
liccnt prince of the house of Baber, and perhaps of any other 
Mahomedan dynasty The pomp of lus court, and the cost 
1 ness of nil his establishments almost stagger our 1 chef , but 
with a treasury which rcccncd COO crorcs of rupees during 
twenty years of peace, what might not a monarch do, who 
had only his own rpll to consult T In nothing was the eplcn 
dour of Ins taato moro manifest than m his buildings It was 
ho who founded tho new city of Delhi, in which his castellated 
j alace, with its spacious courts and marble halls, and gilded 
domes, was the roost attractnc object. Of that palace the 
noblest ornament was tho far famed peacock throne blazing 
with emeralds rubies, d amonds, and the most costly stones, 
tho valuo of which was estimated by o European jeweller 
and traveller at six crorcs of rupees To him tho countiy was 
indebted for the immaculate Taj Jlclial the mausoleum of his 
Queen the pnde of India and the admiration of tho world 
But all his establishments were managed with such circum 
spection, that after defraying the cost of lus expeditions 
beyond the Indus, and maintaining an army of 200 000 horse, 
he left in his treasury, according to his native historian, a 
sum not short of twenty four crores of rupees. 


CHAPTER VI 

Atthukgzebe 1658 — 1707 

Annul. gzebe having thus obtained possesion 
of tl e capital and the treasury, threw off the 
mask. He no longer talked of a jilgnurige to 
Mecca, but at once assumed all tho powers of 
government, and took the title of Alumgeer, tho Lord of tl e 
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WbrH Ilia f ither was placed m captivity m his own 
palace, yet treated with the highest respect, bat though he 
survived this event seven years, his reign ended with Ins 
confinement Anrangzebe did not, however, consider himself 
secure while there was a 6ingle relative left, who might 
disturb his tranquillity As he had now no further use for 
Morad, he invited him to an entertainment, and allowed him 
to drink luraself into a state of helplessness, when he .was 
taken up and convcjed to the fortress of Agra Dim, after 
his defeat near Agra, had escaped to the Punjab, where, with 
the re c ourccs of that province and of Afghanistan, he might 
possibly have made a stand had not Auningzebe punsned him 
with promptitude, and obliged him to retreat to Mooltan, and 
lhencc to Guzent The emperor then quitted the pursuit, and 
hastened to encounter Jus brother Soojnb, who was advancing 
a second time from Bengal to contest the throne The battle 
l«tw ccn the brothers was fought near Allahabad, when Aurung 
zebo was for a time placed m extreme peril, by the treachery 
of raja Jc«swtint Sing, who, in a fit of disappointment, had 
come to an accommodation with Soojah, ami suddenly fell on 
the emperor’s baggage 1 he constancy and vatour of Aurung 
vebe, however, restored the day At one penod of the engage 
ment lus elephant became unmanagable from its wounds and 
the cmjieror was on the point of descending from his scat 
when 31 cor Joomla, who was by Jus side, exclaimed, “jou 
descend from flic throne," on w Inch the legs of the animal 
were bound, and Aumngzcbc continued to animate his troops 
his presence fcoojah was completely defeated, and the 
emperor returned to Pilhi, leaving his own eon Mahomed, 
ami Mccr Joomla, to follow up the victory They pursued 
thepnnee to Monglur, and from thence to Uajmahal, which he 
ha 1 undo lus c-q ital and adorned with noble edifices , but 
Jus pursuers gave him no rcsptc awl hunted liua down to 
Piccn, and then out of Bengal Ho took refuge, at tength, 
with the King of Arm cm, ly whom he and his whole family 
were latbarou uurd red , 
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illness , and the edifice of his greatness, reared by so many 
crimes, was threatened with sudden destruction While he lay 
helpless on his couch the court began to be filled wi ih intrigues. 
One party espoused the cause of his boh, Muazzim, another 
tint of Akbar Jesswunt Smg was advancing from Joudh 
pore, and Mohabet from Cabul, to liberate and restore Shah 
Jchan, but Aurungzebc having passed the crisis of Ins dis 
case, caused himself to be propped up w Ins bed, and sum- 
moned the officers of Ins court to renew their homage to him 
His recovery dissolved the various projects to which his 
illness lnd given birth , and Muazzim had to wait fart} five 
j cars for the crown 

MetrJoomi&i A short tune previous to the illness of the 
emperor, Mecr Joomla, who had been appointed 
death, ices. viceroy of Bengal, on the expulsion of Soojah, 
entered upon his unfortunate expedition to Assam, in the hope 
of adding that kingdom to the Mogul dominions He as&em 
bled a large army and conveyed it up the Berhampootcr in 
l oats Tho capital of the province having been mastered 
without difficult}, he sent a pompous despatch to the emperor 
■with a report of Ins success, promising in the following year 
to plant the Mogul standard in the nch empire of China The 
emperor was delighted with the prospect of treading in the 
footsteps of lna renowned ancestor, Jcnghis Khan, and ordered 
lirgo reinforcements to Bengal But a sad reverse was 
imjicnding The rains set in with extraordinary violence, the 
Bciliampootcr rose beyon 1 its usual lev cl, and tho whole of 
the country was flooded , tho supplies of tho arm} w ere cut 
t ff, a pestilence, probably the Asiatic cholera, broke out m tho 
camp, and Mecr Joomla was obliged to retreat in haste and 
disgrace from the comitr} pursued by tho exasperated Assa 
i ic.sc On Ins return to Bengal, ho expired nt Dacca, leaving 
behind him tho reputation of ono of*the ablest statesmen, and 
of the greatest generals of that 6timng penod Aurungzebc 
ec nftrrod all Jus titles on lua son, Mahomed Amm, the }outb 
« ho had been disgraced bv the kmg of Golconda , and ret tho 
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levies among their own tardy country-men, etch one com 
mandmg Ids own muster of free lances Jaygeers, or lands 
given for maintaining a body of troops, were frequently 
granted for their support Titles were likewise conferred 
upon many of the Mahratta chieftains, but they were gene 
rally ancient Hindoo appellations Towards the close of 
the sixteenth century, seven Mahratta chiefs are enumerated 
as being ranged under the banner of Beejapore, and two— 
but of superior importance — under that of Ahmedaugur It was 
the wars which raged for a century m the Deccan, between 
the Kistna and the Taptee, that first taught the Mahrattas 
their own importance, and paved the way for then future fTre 
dominance, but it was chiefly under Malik Amber that they 
made the most rapid strides towards political influence A 
community of village clerks and husbandmen was thus trans- 
formed into a nation of wamoju, and only required the appear- 
ance of somo roaster spirit to raise it to empire. That spirit 
appeared m Sevajee 

origin of Ph»h Mallojco Dhonsby, an active captain of horse, 
;<■«, mm Uthtt ot was employed about the year 3 GOO in the 6cmce 
Son*®. 0 f the king of Alunednugur U is « ifo, who had 
long been childless, offered her prayers and vows at the 
Mahomedan shrine of Shah Seffcr, and the child to whom she 
gate birth was named Shohjcc m gratitude to the saint He 
was bom in 3 Sj)l, and his father sought an alliance in the pafn- 
enn family of Jadow Rao in after times, when the Mahrattos 
hid become the arbitrens of India, the national historians endea- 
\ourcd to trace the family of Mallojee from the rajas of Chittere, 
who claimed to be the lineal descendants of the great deified 
hero, Kimu, but at this period Jadow Kao spumed the alliance 
of so \ Icbcian a family Soon after Matlojce su ldcnlv carrc 
into possession of a large treasure, acquired, doubtless, in the 
Mahratta mode , and ho ol tamed* from tho renal court of 
Ahmednngur the jij peers of Poona, Sopa, and several other 
I laces. ISo further obj’CtioR was raise*! to the alliance, and 
the nuntuh arc sai Ho hies been graced by the presence of tho 
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kingoF Ahmednugur. On the death of his father, in 1620, 
Shahjcc succeeded to thcjajgecr, and augmented Ins military 
force and importance, and entered into n clo«e connection 071111 
Malik Amber. Nine j cars after, ore find him espousing the 
cause of Jehan Lodi, but when the fortunes of that Afghan 
cliief appeared to be on the wane, lie deserted his cause and 
joined the Moguls^ for winch he w is rewarded ovith the 
nominal honour of a commander of 5,000, and the substantial 
boon of a confirmation of lus jajgccr But blialljco was 
speedily disgusted with the shuffling policy of the Mogul com- 
mandcre, and again changed sides 

rimA * prince On the capture of the young prince of Alirncd* 

ofAhmedng^nr nngur, in 1634, he considered himself Btrong 
imi enough to aspire to the regency, and raised # 

another prince to the throne as tho lawful heir of Nizam 
Shah For three years he appears to have maintained a 
desultory warfare with the imperial generals, but was at 
length driven out of the country and obliged to seek refuge 
in tho court of Beejapore, where Ins ability was known and 
appreciated; and be was entrusted with the command of an 
expedition to the Carnatic. His zeal and success were 
rewarded with the grant of extensive jaygeers in Bangalore, 
and the neighbouring districts where he conceived the design 
of establishing an independent Hindoo sovereignty, and 
resigned the petty jaygeer of Poona to his son Sevajee 
Birth s early Sevajee, the founder of the Mnhratta empire, 
weotseraj c, was bom in 1627, and was sent, three years after, 
to reside with his mother at Poona, under tho 
trcclage of Dadajee Punt — his father having taken a second 
wife. Dadajee managed the estate with the strictest eco- 
nomy as well as fidelity, and remitted the revenue with punc- 
tuality to Shahjee, but contrived to reserve a small sum 
annually at Poona He (watched over Ins yonthfal charge 
with assiduity, and is said to have given him an education 
suited to Ins station and prospects Sevajee, however, was 
never able to read or write, bat hoewas skilled in the nse of 
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„ bow and the sword, and the weapons employed m the 
h IN , he was expert in nil manly exerci&cs, and, like his 
countrymen, in accomplished horseman Elia tutor did not 
neglect Ins religious instruction, and Scvajee grew up a 
devout and rigid Hindoo, with a profound veneration for 
brahmins, and a hearty hatred of Mabomcdans His unagin 
ation was excited in youth by the perusal of the great epic 
poems of India, and lie longed to emulate the exploits winch 
me immortalized tn them At the age of sixteen he formed 
un association with youths of wild and lawless habits, and 
engaged in hunting or marauding expeditions, winch made 
him familiar with all the paths and defiles of the tract whTch 
became tlio cradle of his power Having trained the inhabit- 
*ants of lna native glens— the Mawullces — to nrms and disci 
serajec^dn' phne, he began Ins career of ambition at the age 
funnsVoroi,'* 1 '" 0 ^ nineteen, by ^aptunng Toma, a lull fort of 
IMS Tory difficult access In the succeeding year he 

erected a non fortress, to winch he gave the name of It u- 
gur These proceedings did not fail to excite observation 
at Bccjnpore, and letters were sent to bhahjee in the Carnatic 
calling him to account for the doings of his son, but he replied 
that ho had not been consulted by him, though he could not 
doubt that they were intended to unjirove the jaygeer At 
the same time lie remonstrated with Dadajcc on the conduct 
of Scaajee, and the tutor faded not to reprimand his pupil, 
but, finding that he a as bent on pursuing a course winch 
appeared hhclv to injure the prospects of the fam Iv, fell a 
jny to anxiety As his end apj reached he is sail to lime 
called Scvajec to Ins death bed, and urged him to continue 
the career on which he had entered, to jrotect Iralimms, 
lane, and cultnators, and preserao the temj Us of the gods 
from Molatnn 
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and in tlic course oF two years extended his authority over 
thirty miles of temtorj lie attached a con\oy of treasure 
proceeding to Beejaporc, and earned ofF three hes of pagodas 
to his cjry in the mountains In quid succession it was 
announced that he had captured sc\cn other forts and had 
moreover surprised the governor of Calhan, and extorted the 
surrender of all ha fortresses The audacity of these pro 
ccodijiga raised the indignation of the Beejaporc court ai d 
Slmh ice who managed, all their recent acquisitions in tl e 
Carnatic, was held responsible for the proceedings of Ins son, 
though he pleaded, and with truth, that lie had long ceased 
to*posscss an} 1 ifluencc over Ins movements Shalijee was 
treacherously seized by the Maliratta chief of Ghorepuray 
and brought a prisoner to the capital, whero he was threat 
cncd with a cruel death To procure Ins release, Sevajee 
then only twenty two memorialized the emperor, and offered 
to enter the imperial service and it is not improbable that 
Shahjee owed his life to the representations made by tho court 
of Delhi He was however detained for four years as a hostage 
until the increasing disorders in the Carnatic conquests con 
strained the Ling of Beejapore to restore the government of 
them to him During his father’s detention Sevajee dis 
creetly suspended his incursions but on hearing of his release 
resumed bis predatory and ambitious course and by an net 
of base treachery mufdered the brother chieftains of Jaolce 
and appropriated their lands to himself 

6eYoc intei* While Aurungzebc waB engaged in the war 
cmmewit An- with Beejapore, in 1657, Sevajee entered into 
rongiete, 1637 coj-j-ggpQQ^Qjjjjg -mth him and professed hunsclf 
a devoted servant of the throne of Delhi He was" th is 
enabled to obtain a confirmation of the territory he had 
wrested from Beejapore and was encouraged to fartl cr 
encroachments But nd* sooner had Anrungzebe marched 
towards Delhi than Sevajee began to ravage the Mogul 
territories and earned off three lacs of pagodas from the 
town of Jooncrc For the more distant enterpnzes to which 
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lie aspired, be fUt the necessity of an efficient body of horse, 
And be now begin to mal o the most vigorous efforts to 
organize tbit light cavalry, which subsequent!} 1 ecamo the 
scourge of Hindostin About the samo time lie enlisted his 
first body of Mahomedan troops, taking mto his pay 700 
Pitans who had been unwisely discharged from the semee of 
Beep pore, but he took the precaution of placing them under 
the command of a Mahratta officer The success ot A'jrung- 
zebes efTorts to obtain the throne gave jimt alarm to Sevajce, 
who sent on envoy to Delhi to express his deep regret for 
what had occurred, and lus attachment to the throne , and 1 e 
had the effrontery to offer to protect the imperial territories 
during the emperor’s absence, asking only for tho transfer 
of the Concnn to himself Aurnngzebc, conceiving that tho 
socurit} of the Mogul districts would be promoted by giving 
The c-'n«m cncom agement to Seaajce, consented to In* 
taking possession of the Concan Do lent no 
ibs’ time in sending an army to occupy tho province 

but lira troops were defeated with great slaughter, and he 
experienced the first reverse he had sustained since Dll' 
beginning of his career 

Aiiuiwisnu The court of Bccjaporc was at length ronsoi 
ZVESF to a sense of the danger arising from the inces 
|<U3 sant encroachments of this aspiring chief, and 

Afzul Khan w^as sent against him with 12 000 horse and toot, 
nrd a powerful artiUciy, oonsisting of swivels mounted ou 
camels, rod cts, and other ordnance ITo was a vam, con 
ccited noble, and manifested the greatest contempt for lus 
antagonist Scvajee determined to defeat the object of the 
expedition by tre ichcry Ho professed the humblest sub- 
mission to the Ling of Beejapore, and offered to surrender 
all his territories if he might but be allowed to hope for pardon 
and acceptance Afznl Khan was •thrown off his guard bj 
these artifices, and agreed to meet tho Mahratta chief with 
on]} a Finglc attendant. The Mahoroed-tn army was station? I 
at a distance, but Seraje*, acquainted as he was with the 
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mountain defiles, placed a select body of Mahratta* in ambus- 
cade Having performed his religious devotions with great 
fervour, he advanced to the interview with all humility, and 
while in the act of embracing Afzul Khan, plunged a con- 
cealed weapon m Ins bowels, and despatched him with Ins 
dagger The troops of the murdered geneial, thus taken by 
emprise, were surrounded and defeated, and the whole of the 
camp ^equipage, including 4,000 horses, fell to the victor 
Ihc success of this stratagem, notwithstanding the atrocity 
of tho deed, served to exalt the character of Sevajcc m the 
opinion of his co mtrymen, and greatly improved his position 
lie* followed up this victory by the capture of numerous 
forts, and plundered the countiy up to the very gates of 
Beejapore 

sev»jec a re- The king now took the field in person, and euc- 
Z«vVi* ceeded in regaining ynany of the forts and much 
tore 1682 . of the territory he had lost The war was pro- 
tracted with various success for two years , but the balance 
of benefit remained with tho Mahratta A reconciliation was 
soon after effected between the parties, chiefly, as historians 
conjecture, through the mediation of Shalijce, who had paid hw 
son a visit. It will be remembered, that m 1C 19, Shalijce was 
betrayed to the king of Bccjaporc by tbo Mahratta chief, 
Ghorepuray On that occasion, he wrote to Scvajcc — “If 
you arc my son, jou must punish Bajce Ghorcpur-> of Moo- 
dhole ” Thirteen years had elapsed since that act of treachery, 
but Scv n^ee bad not forgotten his father’s Injunction During 
the war with Becjnporc, he learned that Ins cm-nij had pro- 
ceeded to Moodholo w ith a slender escort, and he resolved not 
to lose this opportunity of avenging his family wrongs Ifo 
appeared suddenly before the town, captured and burned it to 
the ground, and with one exception, slaughtered tho whole 
of tho family and adherents of Ghorepuraj, cvi n to the 
infants m tho womb. Shalijce was delighted on hearing c f 
this vindictive exploit, and resohed to visit his son, whom 
be had not seen for twenty y ears tile was received with the 
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highest distinction, and Sevajee attended him on foot for 
twelve nnlcw, Shahjcc congratulated him on the progress he 
hid made towards the establishment of a Hindoo power, and 
encouraged him to persevere On his return, he was entrusted 
with presents for the king of Beejapore, which served as 
a peace offering and led to a t-U3ty tt this period, Seva 
e* ntof«m J 60 ’ m ^ !S thirty fifth year, was m possession of 
E JMSSCJSIOO* the whole coast of the Conan, from Callian to 
ia icb_ Oo 3, extending abont four degrees of latitude*, and 
oi the ghauts from the Beema to the Wurda about 130 mile 
m len <T th and 100 m breadth Hi:, armv which consia*ed of 
50 000 foot and 7,000 horse was out of all proportion to The 
territory under ha» authority , but he was ince -antly engaged 
1 1 war, and he made war support itself bj exactions 
Shifts Kt*n Sevajee being now at peace with Beejapore, let 
itutu>rtr«** loo e hi» plundering hordes on the Mogul temto 
ncSj m ut{er 0 f |j ls engagements with 

Aurungzobe, and swept the countra up to the suburbs of 
Aurangabad. The emperor appointed Sin iota Khan his own 
maternal wcle, and the nephtw of \oor Jehan uccroy of 
the Deccan with orders to chastise this aggression and ean> 
the war into the Mahratta domain Shatsta aptured Poona, 
anl took up Ins rc silence in the vcr> bon c where Sexajee 
had passed Ins cluldhood and bevajee conceived the design 
of as a smatmg him in his bed V Mahratta foot soldier m 
the imperial s"n ice whom pc h„d gamed got up a mamago 
pn>ec sion, winch Scvajeej lined in di guise and was enabled 
to enter the town with thirtj of Ins f Dowers in the suite 
\fter nightfall, when the town was dark and iju ct he pro- 
ctedcd unpercened to the palace with cam conn, r of winch lie 
was famil ar and sudduilj fell on its inmates The viceroy 
aavakmg suddenly from shop, escaped with the loss onlj rf 
n linger, but his sou, and mo-t of ht» guards were cut down 
bcaajec, foiled In Ins chief object the destruction of the 
a ict.ro>, retired before tht troojw o uld be a-seaibled and was 
seen returning to bu encajuj aient amidst a Hone of tomhcs. 
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This daring exploit, *80 congenial with the national character, 
was regarded with greater exultation by his own countrymen 
linn his most splendid victories Shaista Khan was soon 
after recalled and sent to gov cm Bengal, and the Rajpoot 
raja Jesswunt Sing, the governor of Gnzerat, who was left 
in command was little disposed to push matters to extremity 
against men of his own faith 

•serajecaHucii The operations of Sevajee, which had hitherto 
srunt, it6i been limited to the neighbourhood of the ghauts, 
w ere now extended to a more remote and a bolder enterpnze 
The city of Surat, a hundred and fifty miles distant from 
Poona, was at that period the giratest emporium of the 
western coast of India The annual importation of gold and 
silver from Arabia and Persia alone amounted to fifty lacs of 
rupees, and two families m the town were accounted the 
richest mercantile houses in the world It was, moreover, 
considered pro eminently the poft of the Mogul empire, where 
all the devout Mahomedans, official and pm ate, from the 
various provinces which yielded a rei enue of thirty millions 
a year, embarked on pilgrimage for Mecca Sevajee is said 
to have visited the city in disguise, and during four days 
marked the houses of the most opulent for plunder Taking 
with him 4,000 of his newly raised horse, he appealed sud- 
denly before the town, which was ill fortified, and having 
deliberately plundered it for six days, returned leisurely to lus 
capital at Raigur He met with no resistance except from 
the European factories Sir George Oxcnden, tho English 
cluef at Surat, defended the property of Ins masters, and also 
that of the natives, with such valour and success as to obtain 
the applause of Aurungzebc, as well as a perpetual exemption 
from Bomo of the duties exacted of other merchants This irw 
the first occasion on which English and native troops camejnfo 
contact with each other, apd the result filled both Mahomedans 
and Hindoos with astonishment On lua return from tins cx- 
ef Shah pedition, Sevajee heard of tho death of h a father, 
jia, isui a t the ngc of seventy , anil immediate!} assumed the 
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title of mji, and begao to strike the com m Ins own name. 
At the period of his death Shabjec was in possession not 
pnly of the extensive jaygeers around Bang-dore which he 
bad received from the nja of Bcejaporc but of Arnec, Porto 
Iso vo, and Tanjore, m the south of the peninsula, which ho 
had subjugated, and, in consideration of lus fidelity to the 
state, had been permitted to retain # 

<eT».«e P ton Sevajee, findin g that lus power would not he 
ders Biretlore, complete unless he could command the sea as well 
lc6t - as the land, had been engaged for some tune in 

creating a fleet "While his troops were employed in ravaging 
the Mogul territories up to tl e walls of Ahmednugur, his 
ships were capturing Mogul rebels bound to Mecca, and 
exacting heavy ransoms from the nch pilgrims embarked on 
them In February, IG60, he secretly drew a large fleet 
together at Malwan, consisting of eighty eight vessels, of 
winch three were largo ships of three masts and the re 
marnder of from 30 to 150 tons burden flaring embarked 
with 4 000 troops, ho proceeded to Barcelore a hundred and 
thirty m2es south of Goa, which had long been considered 
one of the greatest marts of commerce on the western 
coast, but has now disappeared even from the map fhere he 
obtained immense booty and returned to his capital before it 
was known that he had embarked Tins was the first expe 
dition at sea which he headed in person , it was also his last, 
for a violent gnle drove his vessel down the bay he suffered 
seriously from sea sickness, and his spiritual guide assured 
lnm that this was the mode in which his tutelar deity had 
manifested his displeasure at such a heterodox enterprise 
Senjwrotania On his return from this voyage Sevajee found 
to Aonmciebe, that a powerful Mogul army, commanded by the 
,6 ° 5 ' renowned raja Jej Sing and Dilcre Khan, the 

Afghan general, had entered his ten^ones Aurungzebe, who 
was an intense bigot, felt greater indignation at the interrup- 
tion of the hol> pilgrims proceeding to the Prophet s tomb 
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tlian it the assumption of the title of raja, tlie plunder of Suiat, 
tlie coinage of money, or any other aggression of Scvaiec On 
tins occasion Sea ajee was attached with the greatest impetu* 
osvty by tUft w&pcual generals, and felt his vnibdity to cope 
with ail aim} so greatly superior to his own lie was, them* 
foie, induced to call i council of his officers, at which hd 
appeared the most mesolute of all, and it was resolved to 
ente^ into negotiations with the enemy They ended m 
the Convention of Poornnder, by which he engaged to lestorc 
all the forts and districts he had taken from the Moguls, with 
the exception of twelve, which, with the territory around them, 
yielding a revenue of a lac of pagodas a year, lie was to hold 
as a jaygeer dependent on the emperor But he dexterously 
inserted i clause which would have overbalanced oil lus losses 
In lieu of some pretended claims on the old Nizam Sliahco 
state, he asl cd fo» certain assignments which ho termed the 
chout, and the tur lesh mookhee on some of the Bccjapore dit» 
tricts above the ghauts, the charge of collecting winch ho 
offered to tal t on himself This is the first mention in history 
of the celebrated claim of the efiout , or fouith of the revenue, 
tim origin «t which tho Malirattas subsequently marched over 
thecAo^i. Imba to enforce So anxious w as Scv vjee to get 
the pnnCiflo of these exactions admitted, that lie offered ft 
pesheush or donatn erf forty lacs of pagodas — ncarlj a million 
sterling — to bo paid b} i inual instalments, *yul engaged to 
maintain on addition il body of troops for the emperor r. eer 
vice In the letter winch Auruugzclc wrote to 1 im on th a 
occasion ho confirmed all the stipulations of the comcntioi, 
but made no allusion to tlie chout or gur-tlah mooli ee, j robabl} 
because he did not comprehend the insidious tendency or even 
the import of thc-so barbarous terms But Scvajco chose to 
consider *he edmeo of the emperor as au ncl now lodgment or 
these claims, which from this tune forward, it became theparo- 
n omit ol joct of Mahratta \whcy to extend to even province 
Sevojec, having now entered tho tnperore service, 
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Berate utacks joined the imperial amy with 2,000 hoi6emen 
T^iuDeihL 114 an< l 8,000 foot, and marched against Bcejapore 
ic«6 The Mahmtta horse in the service of Bcejapore, — a 
portion of wlueh was commanded by "Vencajce, the half- 
brother of Sevajec, — greatly distinguished themseh ea ui this 
war, nor were the Mahrnttasin the service of the emperor Jess 
conspicuous for their valour, Aurnngzcljp wrote a compli- 
mentary letter to Sevajec, inviting him to court, and^ he 
proceeded to Delhi with an escort of 1,500 horse and foot 
1 lie emperor had now an opportunity of converting a formi- 
dable foe into a zealous adherent, but, either he had not the 
tact of conciliation, or his pride rendered him blind to life 
interests Scvajee found bunself tieated with wanton insult, 
and presented at the durbar in company with nobles of the 
third rank. He left the imperial presence burning with indig- 
nation, and asked leave to return to his jaygeer But the 
object rf the emperor was to detain him and Ins residence was 
beleaguered and all his mo\ ementa watched, he contrived 
however to elude the vigilance of the emperor’s guards, aud 
escaped in a basket, and reached lus own dominions m the 
disguise of a pilgrim In December, 1GG6 
t, n npirio* The raja Jcsswunt Sing, and pnnee Muazzim 
L»A'”'« t v'vii ’ were sent to command in the Deccan, — the Maho- 
poi ij 1608 63 medan fond of pleasure, and the Hindoo of money 
Sevaji l gratified the avarice of the raja with large gifts, and 
through lmn was enabled to ipahe his peace n ith the emperor, 
who made an addition to Ills territories and conferred on him 
the title of raj v The Maliratta manuscripts asenbe this un- 
cvjv'ctcd lenity on the part of the emperor to the design he 
cherished of again decaying Scvajee into lus power About 
the same time a treaty was concluded between the king of 
Bcejapore and Aunmgzcbc, by which the former ceded the 
f art and territory of Solaporc, yicWing near two lacs of 
l agodas a year Scvajee now prepared to enforce his claim 
of chout on the districts of Bcejapore, alluded to in the Con- 
i cntioa of Psorunder, but t}ie vizier of that state j iirchtisoi) 
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exemption by agreeing to an annual pajment of tnree lacs of 
rupees S« mo agreement of a (similar character appears to 
have been entered into by the minister of Golconda for n 
Bum of five hes of rupees Ilnvwg now a season of greater 
leisure than ho had hitherto enjoyed, Sevajee employed the 
acare 1CG8 and 16G9 in rcaising and completing tho intern il 
arrangements of ^government There is nothing which 
givcg us so high an opinion of laa genius as the spirit of wit lom 
wluch pervades his cml polity It is impossible to bel old 
without the greatest admiration, a rough soldier, who was 
unable to read or write, and who had for twenty years l cen 
Eitnply a captain of banditti, establishing a system of admims 
tration so admirably adapted to the consolidation of a great 
kingdom His military organization, which was distin 
giushcd for its vigorous discipline and its rigid economy, wan 
equally suited to tho object of creating a new and predomi- 
nant power in Ilmdostan 

rrtwperity of This was also the most prosperous penod of 
Aurungzebc s long reign The empire was at 
16C6— o peace His father Shah Jclian had recently sunk 
into the grave, and there was no longer any dread of projects 
for his restoration The emperor was held in the highest 
respect throughout tho Mahomedan world, and received 
tokens of deference from tho most distant sovereigns- The 
Schenff of Mecca, the Khan of tho Uzbeks, the king of Abys 
Bima, and even the sovereign of Persia, had stmt compkmcn 
tary embassies to Delhi But the restless ambition of Aurung 
zebe again kindled the flames of war, which continued to 
rage without the intermission of a single year through the 
penod of thirty seven years to wluch Ius reign was prolonged 
Finding it impossible to inve gle Sevajee into lus power, and 
knowing that his general Jesswunt Sing was inactive under 
the influence of Mahrattfv gold, he issued the most peremptory 
orders to seize him and some of his principal officers threaten 
mg vengeance for neglect. Sevajee, seeir g hostilities inevit 
able, prepared for the conflict with the most determined reso- 
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lntion He opened the campaign by the capture of Siugurh, 
a fortress deemed inaccessible to an enemy, but which hts 
general Maloosray esealaded with his mountaineers, the Ma 
wnllecs, and fell in the moment of victory Sevajee rewarded 
every private soldier with a silver bangle Poorunder, a 
lortress of equal strength and importance, was also recovered 
“With an army of 14,000 men he again plundered Surat, and 
again the factors of the East India Company covered thfm 
selves with renown by the gallantry of their defence One of 
Sevajee 8 generals overran the province of Candesh, and for 
the first time levied the chout from a Mogul district The 
most remarkable circumstance attending this distant wvasioh 
wag the exaction of a written document from the village 
authorities, in which they engaged to pay one fourth of the 
goremment dues to Sevajee, or to his officer* Sevajee, on 
1 is part, engaged to furnish thejn with regular receipts, which 
would exempt them from futon* pillage and ensure them 
protection 

j-n errah m.id» The great naval arsenal of the Beejapore 8tate 
oTcriotha was the port of Jmjeerah, and it was under the 
Mogul!, is i commaiu i 0 f an \bys^unan odmiraL It had long 
been tho earnest desire of Sevajee to obtain possession of 
this important harbour, and ho had besieged it annually for 
nine yean, but, owing to the inferiority of his artillery, had 
invariably failed In 1670 he again brought his whole force 
against it, but was again baQlcd He endeavoured to seduce 
tho admiral from bus allegiance by large offers , bat three of 
tho subordinate officers of the port, who were personally 
obnoxious to Sevajee and detested the very name of Mah- 
rattn impnsonci the admiral, and placed both the arsenal 
and the Beet under the protection of the Moguls. This was 
a seven blow to the projects of Sevajee, as it strengthened 
his most formidable and inveterate foes, the Sedecs of Jin- 
jecrah, by enabling tliem to obtain reinforcements from Surat, 
winch rendered the port impregnable Meanwhile, the em- 
peror, dissatisfied with the inactivity of lus son Mimzun, sent 
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Mohubct Khan, wilh an army of 40,000 men to the Deccan. 
Scvajec had always avoided a pitched battle with the superior 
forces of the Moguls, but on this occasion he boldly resolved 
to try conclusions with tliernm the open field The result was 
the most complete victory the Mahrattns had ever gained, 
and no trifling increase of their confidence The attention 
of the emperor wps soon after drawn to Afghanistan, and 
the war with Sevajeo languished. 

AUrungzebe In The turbulent Kbybcrccs and Eusufzies, the 
ttis Khj t>cr perpetual enemies of peace and order, had again 
broken out m open revolt iltey had defeated Mahomed Amin, 
tire son of Meer Joomla, and destroyed his army in the passes, 
— subsequently rendered memorable by the annihilation of a 
British army,— and obliged him to redeem lus women and 
children by a heavy ransom The emperor determined £*t 
first to undertake the subjugation of these incorrigible high- 
landers in person, and marcliea with a large force ns far as 
Hussun Abdal, but soon after trnnsfcircd the command of 
the expedition, m which little glory was to be reaped, to Ins 
sou The war occupied two years, and the emperor was at 
length happy to terminate it by accepting the nominal eubmis- 
neyoit of tue B10n hibes On lus return to Delhi he found 
Sutnaraue** lumstlf suddenly involved in a most formidable 
1 difficulty arising from a most insignificant cause 
A sect of Hindoo devotees, called Sutnaram^cu, living m the 
town of Narnoul, agriculturalists by profession but always 
hearing arms, were thrown into a state of extreme excitement 
by the violence of a police soldier flic emeute gradually 
giewinto a revolt Tlio devotees assembled by thousands, 
and being joined by some disaffected zemindars and men of 
note, defeated a body of troops sent against them The pro 
vincca of Agra and of Ajmere were thrown into commotion, 
and the imperial army shrunk from collision with enthusiasts, 
who weio said to possess the magical power of resisting 
bullets The tact of Aurungzcbe at length succeeded m 
putting down a rebellion winch threatened lus empire. Ho 
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earthed texts of the "Koran to he written on slips of pipei and 
attached to his standard, and Ins troops, now believing them- 
selves protected from the spells of the enemy, obtained an 
easy victoiy 

t This event would scarcely be worthy of notice, 

kcwc* tiie but for the disastrous results which sprung from 
umjoos, 1677 Akbnr and Ins two successors had adopted 
the liberal and sound policy of reconciling the Hindoos to 
the Mogul power by granting them religious liberty and 
eqnabty During a century of toleration the Rajpoot chiefs 
became the firmest supporters of the Mogul throne Bat the 
bigotted Yuruugzcbc tntertained a strong religious hatred of 
all infidels, though from motnes of policy, he still continued 
to employ F ajpoot troops, is a counterpoise to his Mahomedan 
sold ers and had formed two family alliances with Pajpoot 
pi incenses From the beginning of his reign, all his mci 
eures had breathed a spirit of intolerance, but it waB not till 
Ins feelings were embittered by the want of success in the 
K 1 yber, and the revolt of the Hindoo devotees, that he entered 
upon a systematic persecution of the Hindoos He wsned on 
edict forbidding all governors any longer to receive Hindoos 
into the fullc service and ordered tbeja. or poll tax, to be 
impO'-c-d on all wbo were not Mahomedans. The tax was od.ous, 
not so much from its pressure, being less than three quar 
tere pc’" cent. 05 income, as from its being a ‘ tax on infidel " 
and a token of religious degradation On going to praiers 
at the mosque after this edict, his waj was blocked up by 
suppliants whom bis guards were ordered to disperse, and 
mai \ of whom were trampled to death by his horses and 
elephants After this example »f seventy, the tax was 
sulluily submitted to So severe was the persecution, that 
not only were the pagodas destroyed throughout Bengal but 
in the holy city of Benares the sandtuary of Hindoo tsm tho 
most sacred temj les uere demolished and mosques erected on 
the ruins wlnle the images were used ms steps for tho faithful 
<0 tread on 
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Revolt of th* These violent proceedings produced great dm 
Rajpoots 1678 affection m every province, but no open lovolt, 
except in Rajpootana, and for the Rajpoots the emperor had no 
sympathy His father and grandfather were, indeed, the ofl 
spring of Rajpoot princesses, but he himself was of unmixed 
Tartai blood It was not, however, till after the death of the 
two celebrated Mahratta generals who had been the prop of the 
throne, raja Joy ferng, of Jcypore, and raja Jesswunt Sing* 
of Joudhpore, that Aurungzebe ordered the jezzia to he up 
posed on his Hindoo subjects Jessw unt Sing had rec< ntlv 
died in the imperial service at Cabul, and his widow had re 
turned to Delhi with her two sons, on her way to their native 
country Aurungzebe, anxious to detain the children as 
hostages, surrouuded them encampment with his troops , but 
Doorga Pass, the faithful servant of the family, extricated 
them by the most ingenious contrivances from the toils of 
the emperor, and convoyed them in safety to their own capital 
The insult thus inflicted on this noble bouse served to roasc 
the indignation of the Rajpoots, and, with the exception of 
the raja of Jcypore, who was bound to the imperial family by 
many intermarriages, the whole of Rajpootana was m a blaze 
flic emperor lost no time in marching mto the country, ond 
constrained the rana of Oodypoie to make his subznrusion 
Favourable tcims were grauted to him, anil a cession of terri- 
tory w as accepted m lieu of the poll tax But soon after bo 
took up arms again and Aurungzebe, exasperated by this re 
newed opposition to lua wishes, summoned troops from every 
part of India even from the province of Bengal and let them 
loose on this unhappy country Tiie prince was again dm on to 
tl e mountains, *t lie women and children wore carried mto cap- 
tivity and the country was consumed by Are and swor 1 The 
alienation of the Rajpoots from the Moguls was now complete 
After this period they we^e often at peaco with Aurungzel o and 
his successors, and furnished their contingents ot troops, and 
accepted the government of provinces , hut that cordial attach- 
ment which had made them tho ^bulwarks of the empire for 
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more than *\ hundred years, was gone. During tine war With 
the Rajpoots, the embarrassments of the emperor were in- 
creased by the defection of his son, prince Akbar, who went 
over to the enemy and advanced suddenly upon the imperial 
camp with an army of 70 000 Aumngzebe was in imminent 
danger of being captured with his slender escort, hut with 
his accustomed craft he succeeded in sewing dissensions 
among the adherents of the pnnee, who found himself 
generally deserted, and sought refuge with the Mahrittas, 
accompanied by the faithful Doorga Dass, and 500 Rajpoots 
v „ Jce Bisumc, To return now to the progress of Sevajee In 
royalty leu. JC72 he appears to have proceeded on a secret 
expedition to Golconda, and extracted nine lacs of pagodas 
from the king Willie Aorangzebe was employed in Afghan- 
istan, he took advantage of the death of the king of Beeja- 
poro and the weakness of a minority, to annex the whole of 
the Concan and the adjoining ghauts, with tho exception of 
the ports held by the English, Portuguese, and Abyssuuans 
He hod long struck tho com in bis own name, and he now 
determined to proclaim his independence and assume all tho 
ensigns of roj alty After many religions solemnities, on the 
auspicious day fixed by tho brahmins the Cth of June, 1674 
ho was enthroned at 1’aignr, and announced himself as tho 
“ornament of the Khsctnyu race, the lord of the royal 
umbrella,’ — tlio ch ttru putee of modern India, the satrap of 
ancient Persia Jn accordance with tho custom of oriental 
jnneeshe was weighed against gold, and the money was 
dstnbnted amongst the brahmins to the amount of 10,000 
I agodis, for, to thiir chagrin, ho was found to weigh only 
tin stone Tho next jear he sent nn army for tho first time 
mross the herlu Ida, and ravaged the \ rovince of Guzerat 
In the j ear 1676 he undertook one of the 
i K>! i u> iu» most extraordinary expeditions recorded m Indian 

C * n “ wc * l * *• history, whether wc regard the boldness or the 
suco.sh of tl c dc* gn It was d rectrd to the recover} of tho 
paternal jaygeer, he* Ib> Jua half trothtr \ tucajet., as a vassal 
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of Beejnpore, and She extension of Ins conquests in the south 
of India Having bribed the Mogul general Khan Johan who 
directed the operations against him, and obtained an armistice, 
ho made the most judicious provision for the protection of his 
forts until his return At the closo of lf7G ho marched 
to Golconda with a force of SO 000 horso and 40 000 foot 
and, through the medium of the chief minister, a Maliruita 
entered into a compact with tho sovereign, who engaged on 
Ins ‘part to cover Sevajee’a territories during his absence, 
wlule Sevajeo agreed to grant 1 ira a moiety of all 1 is con 
quests, wi h tho exception of the paternal cst ites After a 
month of negotiation and tho receipt of n large supply of 
money and artillery, be sent forward 1 is army and piotmlcd 
himself to pay lus devotions at the celebrated slinuc of Pur 
wuttun Is abed and covered with ashes he assumed tl o guise 
of a Hindoo jogco or devotee, and having for nine dajs coin 
mitted various acts of superstitious folly, winch at one time 
alarmed 1 is attendants for Ins sanity, resumed tl c command 
of the army, and marched by Madras in the beginning of May 
Port after fort was surrendered to lum , but the most extra 
ordinary exploit of tins expedition was the capture of Ginjee, 
the inaccessible fortress of the south, “ tenable by ten men 
against any force that could be brought against it n He had 
now advanced bix hundred m les from Ins own capital, and at 
Tnvadee had an interview with lus brother, Vencajce wl o 
held Tanjore and the other territories bequeathed to him l y 
Shahjee These domains he refused to share with Sevajec , 
who thereupon took forcible possession of the whole of tl o 
jaygeer, while his horso ranged through the Carnatic and 
subjected it to plunder wherever the exaction of the c/out was 
resisted, but no portion of either land or money did 1 e allot 
according to his agreement, to the king of Golconda Mean 
while tl e Moguls attacked that state, and bevajee 1 avm" 
come to an undei standing with his Tanjore brother returned 
to his own dominions and reached Raigur in the mid lie of 
1678, after an absence of eighteen (oontha 
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Attach of Bet J&- A formidable army bad been sent by Aiming 
pons, 16J9. zebe under Dilere Khan to besiege Beejapore , 
jmd the regent, during the ting’s minority, mvol ed the aid of 
Sev tjee, who stipulated as the price of his assistance for the 
cession of tlie Haichore dooab, or country lying between the 
Toombudra and the Kastna, and the sovereignty of hia father s 
jajgeerand of the conquests he had made, m the south. To 
create a diveision in favour of Beejapore, he proceeded nprth 
ward, and laid waste all the country between the Beema and 
the Godavcry, and plundered tl e town of \urungabad for 
thice days, though the Mogul viceroy was at that time resid 
mg m it After his return from this expedition he caj tured 
tw enty seven forts, and on the receipt of an express from the 
regent of Beejapore hastened to the succour of tho town On 
the bne of march, lus son, Sambajee, who had been placed in 
confinement l y Ins father for jxn attempt to violate the wife 
of a brahmin, made his escape and went over to the Mogul 
general Sevajee retired to Panalla to devise means for the 
recovery of tho youth and sent lus army to Beejapore, winch 
was mating a noble defence The Alai ratta geneials cut off 
nil stipj lies from the enemy s "amp, and eventually obliged 
Dilere Khan to raise the siege At the same lime Sambajee 
returned to his allegiance and was placed under restrau t by 
Death his father But in the midst of these events all 

I <■ sm Apnc Scyajec’s plans of ambition were cut short by his 

II death, which happened at Rairco on the 5tli of 
April, 1G80, m tl e Gfty third year of Ins age 

it>* character Anrnngzcbe could not conceal the sitisfuct on 
he felt on the death of Ins most formidable enemy Dunng 
the long struggle which he was constrained to maintain with 
Sev ajee, he affected to desp se lus power, and was accustomed 
to deride him as the mountain rat, but after 1 is death ho dif 
full justice to his character “He tfas,” he said, “a great 
captain, and the only one who has had the magnanimity to 
ruse a new kingdom, while I have been endeavouring to 
destroy the ancient sovereignties of India , my armies have 
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been employed against him for nineteen 5 cars, and neverthe- 
less his state lias been always increasing ’ Tins state, at 
bis death, comprised a tcn?toiy estimated at four hundred 
miles in length, and a hundred and twenty in breadth, in the 
north , m the south ho was m possession of h ilf the Carnatic, 
which alone was equal in extent to man} kingdoms in India. 
These 1 irge possessions were created by tbo efforts of his 
own genius and consolidated by a communion of habits, rtb 
gion, and language, and a common hatred of the Mahomedans 
Scvnjco is one of the greatest characters in tho native histoiy 
of India, greater than Ilydcr Ah, greater c\ cn tlian Ruuject 
Sing who, m after times followed Ins example, and beginning 
life as adventurers closed it as might} sovereigns He did 
more than found a kingdom , he laid the foundation of a power, 
which survived the decay of Ins owu family His bon was a 
dissolute tyrant, and his grandson a simpleton, from whose 
hands the sceptre fell , but the Bpint of national enthusiasm 
which he infused into tho Mahrattas, in a few }<.ars made 
them the arbiters of the fate of India 

6 .ux-f»t on 0 f Sambajec, the eldest son of Sevajee, was 
Bamujw, 1630 living m durance at the time of his father s death, 
in the fortress of Panalla, aud a party was formed among 
the Mahratta chiefs to exclude hnn from the throne, on the 
ground of his profligacy But lie succeeded in establishing 
his authority and was acl nowlcdgcd the sovereign of the 
"Mahratta i ation, after which he gave loose to the ferocit} of 
li s disposition He caused one of his fatl cr s w ldows as well 
as tl ose w ho had opposed hia succession to bo executed, not 
spam g Anajee, a brahmin to whom he was under the 
greatest obligations He had none of the virtues of Ins 
fatl er except 1 is courage His cruellies soon al enated tho 
great generals and statesmen wlo had assisted m building 
up the Mai rat ta thrones and he rendered 1 unscU an object 
of general contempt l y his Slav ish devotion to a favourite of 
tl e name of KAloosu, a Canouj biahm n IT is inglorious 
rci 0 u of tune 5 cats was mail cdtonly 1 } rash cntci prizes, or 
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voluptucns excesses At the beginning of his reign lie was 
induced to renew the siege of the island of Jinjeerah, the 
.great naval arsenal of the Mogul*, which his father had 
attached j car after > eat in vjic lie was obliged to relinquish 
the enterpnze with disgrace, and the See lee or Abyssinian 
admiral retaliated on him bj ravaging the coast, and slaugli 
tcrrng hine, and eventually by dcstroyjug the fleet which 
hevajee had been at the greatest pains to create In the 
3 ear 1631, the emperors son, Ahbar, who had at first 
joined the Rajpoots, sought refage at the court of Sam 
bajee and recened a cordial welcome, but, becoming at 
length di gusted with the follies of that prince, he rctircd*to 
Fttbia. 

Auruaft Kin Aurungzebe had never relinquished his designs 
theDcccjn, on the Deccan Though he had not prosecuted 
them with vigour^ his generals had from tune to 
time Invaded Bcejapore, and he himself had steadily fomented 
all the internal discords in that state, as well as in Golconda, 
and encouraged the Malirattas to assail and plunder them 
both Having now, in a great measure, subdued the oppo- 
sition of the Kajpoo*?, which bad been excited solely through 
hn> own bigotry, he resolved to bring the whole strength of 
the empire to bear on the subjugation of the south. It was v 
war of wanton aggression and, by a righteous retribution, it 
exhausted the resources and hastened the downfall of the 
Mogul power In the 3 ear IGS3 he quitted Doll-i whchho 
was destined nev er again to enter, with an armv magnificent 
bevoud all former example The finest cavalry was assem- 
bled from the provinces beyond the Indus and within it, and 
supported by a vast and well equipped infantry T1 e artillery 
consL ted of several hundred pieces served b\ native gunners, 
but dtrected by Europeans as well as an effluent bodj of 
sappers and miners A long tram ctf elephant*, intended both 
for war and cquipige, and a superb stnd of hordes aceompa 
mod the camp. There was, moreover, a large menagerie of 
leopards and tiger*, and hawks and hounds without number. 
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and all the appliances of field sjiort The camp, which re- 
sembled a tuoung city, was supplied with c\ cry luxury the 
age or country could furnish The canvas walls which ear-' 
rounded the cmjcror’fl personal encampment wero twcho 
hundred jards in circumference, and the tents contained halls 
of audicuce, courts, cabinets, mosques, oratories, and baths 
adorned with the fie cat silks and \ chits, and cloth of gold 
There is no record of such extraaagant luxury in anj modern 
encampment, and it maybe questioned whcthint was equalled 
by the Persian splendour of the army of Xerxes But there can 
be no question tint a thoroughly equipped and well commanded 
force of 10,000 Europeans — cavalry, mfantrj , and artillery- — 
would ha\c dspereed this host like chaff before the wind 
Act, amidst all this grandeur, the personal habits and expenses 
of the emperor were as frugal and austere aa those of a 
hermit 

law on of the "With this unwieldy army the cm port r moicd 
Concan, imi down to Boorlianpore, and then to Aurangabad, 
and, by a strange infatuation, commenced Ins operations by 
directing the odious jezzia to be imposed on all the Hindoos 
< f the south Contrary to all military principles he sent a 
bodj of 40,000 horse, under his son, prince Mtiazzira, to tra- 
terse the stupendous ghauts, and enter the maritime province 
of Concan The prince reached the Concan without opposition, 
except from the natural obstacles presented by this region of 
mountains and he plundered and 'laid waste every Tillage as 
he proceeded But the work of destruction rcco T ed on the 
iniadors The resources of the province were destroyed, and 
by the time the army reached the neighbourhood of Goa it 
was m a state of starvation The Mahratta cruzers inter 
oepted the supplies sent from the Mogul ports and their 
cavalry bloc! ed up the passes The wreck of this fine army, 
exhausted by hunger and 1- pestilence was at length happy to 
find shelter under the walls of Ahmednugur, while Sam 
bajee, advancing to the .north, insulted the emperor by phw 
denng and burning down the town'of Booihanpore 
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inTMisaof 1° 1686 kurungzebe moved his camp to Sola- 
8etj*porc. is?® pore, and aent his son, pnnee Azim, to attack 
JBeejapore In this, the last year of its national existence, the 
troop& of that state exhibited the most devoted gallantry* They 
cut off the supplies of the MoguL, intercepted all their com- 
munications and reduced the armj to a state of extreme peril, 
from u Inch it ms extneated only by th<; extraordinary exer- 
tions of Gbajce ood deen, who, after a desperate engagement, 
succeeded m bringing up a convoj of 20 000 brinjarce bul- 
locks with grain, but the prince conld effect nothing Tn 
the meantime, the king of Golconda, \boo Hussein formed 
an all vuce with Snmbajce who took advantage of the embtf 
rassment of the Mogul troops before Becjapore to lay waste 
the province of Guzerat, and sack the town of Broach On 
the failure of the Bcejapore expedition the emperor sent his 
gcneial Khan Jehan, to attack Golconda. Mudhoon** Puut, 
the Mahratta mmister of that state, had equipped an army of 
70 000 men to meet the invasion It was commanded by 
Ibrahim Khan whose superiority m the field was so great 
as to place the Mogul commander completely in his power but 
u stead of pressing Ins advantages, lie trcacherou ly went 
over to the enemy with a large portion of bis army Mu 
dhoona was assass nated in a popular tumult excited bj Ins 
enemies, and the helpless king sought refuge in the fortress 
of Golconda. For three days II) dcrabad was subject to plunder, 
which the Mogul commaydcr could not restrain, and the 
wealth wl ich Aunmgzebe had destined for lus own coffers 
was, to his infinite chagrin, shared among the sol I era The 
king at length sued for peace, and a treat} was concluded 
with him on condition of lus paying a contribution of two 
crores of rupees 

ConqucitofCce AuruDgzcbe was now at liberty to turn Ins 
japoTf, is*e. whole strength agamsHBcejaporc The walls were 
of hewn stone six m les in circumference, and the artillery 
was as superior to t! at of the Moguls as it had ever been , 
Aunmg clx* determined therefore to blockade the town. Tlio 
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garrison began to be straitened for provisions, and its bi 
Patan defenders were at length obliged to capitulate Tl )( - 
emperor, seated on a portable throne, was carried in triumph* 
through a bleach m the walls, and the young long was con 
signed to captivity, and died within three yearc, not without 
suspicion, of violence On. the 15th of October, 1G8G, Bcojaj ore 
was blotted out of {he roll of Indian kingdoms, after having 
enjoyed a career of independence for more than a hundred and 
fifty years The revenues of the country were estimated m 
the imperial registry at seven crores of rupees a year, a sum 
which appears incredible, notwithstanding the fertility of its 
still, and the wealth poured into it by maritime commerce 
"Whatever may have been the resources of the kingdom, the 
Add Shahce dynasty employed them m works of utility or 
magnificence which had no rival in India !No race of princes 
ever adorned their capital in so b^ef a period with suchmagnid 
cent mosques palaces, and tombs Even at the present dav, 
after nearly two centuries of decay in an Indian climate, the 
majestic ruins of the city attract the admiration of the traveller, 
more especially the mausoleum of Mahomed Add Shall, withits 
dome of simple grandeur, which, like the dome of St Peter’s, 
fills the eye of the beholder from every quarter 
Conqnc t of Got The fate of Golconda was not long delayed 

corbies Auningzebc was determined not to allow the 
treaty which he had recently concluded with o the king, to 
impede the absorption of the kingdom Though the Mogul 
army was now sufficiently strong to overwl dm it, the emperor 
again lnd recourse to his habitual craft lie advanced 
into the territory with a large force, am ler pretence of a pd* 
grunage to the tomb of a saint, and began to j rnctire on tl o 
tear 8 of the bewildered monarch, from whom he gm luaHy 
extracted all his treasure and jewels It is recorded, tint 
Aboo Hussein stripped fhe inmates of his seraglio of tl eir 
ornaments to prop tiate the emperor But Anmngrcbc s cold 
and Bilfidi nature was never capable of a generous emotion- 
The only' return he mado for these Mflcnngs w as a declaration 
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of war against the unhappy prince, charging him, a follower 
of the Prophet, with the crime of hiving emploj ed a brahmin 
f<jr his minister, and formed an allianco awth the infidel 
Mahrattas The fang though addicted to pleasure, was roused 
to indignation 1 3 the baseness of this treatment, and for 
seven months defended himself with a lieroi m worthy his 
ancestor^. Tlic fort of Golconda was at lqjgth captured, but 
onlv bv an act of treachery, and the royal house of Koo^tib 
Shah became extinct, after a brilliant career of a hundred 
and seventy years. Mogul generals were sent to take posses 
sum of the districts in the Carnatic and Tchngana, which had 
been held bv the fangs of Beejapore and Golconda, and th<f* 
Mahrattas leaving nothing hnt the principality of Tanjorc in 
the po„ ns jon of Ycncajce, in whose line it continued till 
it was absorbed in the British dominions 
CootteiMi ta The ambition of Aurungzebe was now consum 
«>en«e»n. mated. He had extended his authonty in the 
south orcr tracts which had never before acknowledged the 
sovereignty of the Mahomedans, and for the first time in 
seven hundred 3 earn the whole of India appeared to be 
bound m allegiance to a single head The year 1688 is the 
culminating point of Mabomedan rule The calamities of 
Aurungzebe commenced os soon 03 he had reached the Bum* 
nut of success and the decay of the Mogul empire may bo 
dated from the fall of Golconda, The governments which had 
maintained order in the Deecpn had disappeared , no system 
of equal vigour was established in their stead The suspicions 
nature of Aurungzebe prevented him from entrusting any 
of hia genenls with a force which they might be tempted by 
Us magnitude to tnrn against him The two states of Bceja- 
pore and Golconda had maintained their anthontybynn armj 
of 200 OOO men , the Mogul army, after their subjugation d 1 
not exceed St, 000 men The <bsb*aded soldiery enlisted 
under «IsafTcctcd commanders or joined the predatory bands 
cf the Maliratlss and each petty chief, in accordance with 
the prescriptive habits cf* the country, “withdrew his 
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neck from the yoke c of obedience,” ■whenever it could bo done 
with the prospect of impunity. Aurungzebe was incessantly 
employed in the siege of forts ; there was no encigy at the 
bead-quarteis of government; there was no redress for the 
oppression of the governors, while the collectors of the jczzia 
extorted millions from the wretched Hindoos, and exaspciated 
them against the Mogul conquerors. The Deccan became a 
scene of boundless confusion, and the last twenty years of 
the reign of Aurungzebe presented a constant succession of 
conspiracies and revoltb, which consumed the strength of his 
army and of the empire. 

&ath of sum- Sambajee, infatuated with his favourite and 

buice, i6ao immersed in low pleasuics, viewed with indiffer- 
ence the fall of Beejapore and Golconda, though it enabled tho 
Moguls to concentrate their efforts upon the Mahrattaa 
Aurungzebe had taken possession of the open countiy, and 
was engaged in besieging the Torts, when Sambajee was sur- 
prised duung a drunken revel, aud conveyed as a prisoner to 
his presence. After the insult offered to the imperial power 
by the plunder of Boorlianpore and Broach he had sworn that 
“he would never return to Delhi till ho had seen the head of 
the Mahratta weltering at his feet.” The life of Sambajee 
was offered him on condition that he would turn Musulman. 
The haughty son of Seaajee replied, “Not if jou would give 
me your daughter in mamage,” and at the same time poured 
a torrent of abuse on tho Prophet. Aurungzebe ordered lus 
tongue to be cut out for his blasphemy, and finally put him 
to death with the most excruciating tortures. Though 
Sambajee had lived nine years amidst the contempt of l* 13 
subjects, his tragic end created a strong feeling of pity among 
them, aud gave a keen edge to that spirit of hostility which 
they cherished towards the Mahomedans The flagitious exe- 
cution of Sambajee, wli&h has left a slain of the deepest dio 
on thfc character of Aurungzebe, was not only n '•rime, but an 
error. It vaa tho sowing of the dragon's teeth, of which 
the unpciur re i|>td oil abundant harvest Leffoio his death. 
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t , The Mahrattm, unable any longer to look 

Satioo, \ n* ef , J ° 

ih '!ji ™t «, abtoad for assistance, and pressed by the whole 
lB * 3 power of the Mogul empire, were obliged to bend 

to the storm The cabinet of ministers elected Sahoo, the 
infant son of Sambajee, though then a captive in the 
emperors camp, to fill the throne, and appointed lus uncle, 
Ram raja, regent Of the great kingdom founded by Set ajee 
little remained m the north, and it was determined to m tke 
suitable arrmgi ments for preserving the remnant, and to 
transfer the beat of Maliratta power to the south Ram- 
raja, with twenty five chiefs, made lus way in disguise through- 
the Carnatic amidst a variety ef ad ventures, on which the 
uational historians delight to dwell, and established his 
court at the fortress of Ginjcc, which Sevajce conquered in 
If 76, little dreaming at the time that it was one day to he 
come the refuge of his family «Ram raja, on his arrival, laid 
aside the character of regent and assumed the ensigns of sovc- 
•cignty, arranging his court on the model of that of hia father 
MahTT.ua In the following year ho sent two of his 
dan n*. 1693. generals, Suntajce and Dliunnajee, with a forco 
winch increased on its progress, to plunder the Mogul tem 
tones and distract their attention They extended their ravages 
to the neighbourhood of Satara, where Ramchundcr, who 
had been entrusted with tho Mahratta interests in the 
north, devised a new plan for damaging the Moguls Ho 
conferred the right of levying the clout and tor desk moolee, 
and of la) mg v> astc tho districts w hich refused these exac- 
tions, on every Maliratta chief who could bring his retainers 
into tho field At tho same tune lie created a new demand of 
ffl oks dona, or forage money, which vas to be tho individual 
perquisite of each chieftain Under this new impulse, every 
mountain and valley poured forth its inhabitants to desolate 
the j Urns, and the Mogul authorities" instead of having one 
great predatory arm) , directed by a slnglo head and amenable 
to obi gif mis on their hands, ha! a monster with a hundred 
heads' ft* eh’s? vnth * v 
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. , The Mogul array was ill fitted to contend with 

Cwnjw to* c.f 0 f . „ 

Up m pi «n4 tins new Bwann of warriors Its comm uidcta were 
lui najirmici. pi |^ cn gQjjpf-jig compared with the iron chiefs of 
Akbnr’s days They Med with each other onl,} m cxtnva* 
gant display, while their persons were protected from d ingcr 
by wadding and chain armour The spread of luxury had 
eaten out tlio bj int of a alour and discipl nc r and nothing was 
ea littlo desired by them as tlio pigbt of the cncmj Tl e 
number of men for whom the officers drew paj , was never 
honestly maintained, and tho ranks were filled with an) cheap 
and beggarly recruits thej could pick up A force thus con 
'Btituted was no match for the Mahratta troops accustomed 
to hard fa-o and harder work “The horse without a saddle 
was ro lo by a man w ithout clothes, whoso constant weapon 
was a trusty sabre , footmen inured to the same travel and 
bearing all kind of arms trooped with the horse , spare horses 
accompanied them to bring off the booty, and relieve the 
weaned or wounded. All gathered their daily provisioi s as 
they passed No pursuit could reach tlinr march m coi fhet 
their onset fell wherever they chose, and was rehnquisl c 1 
even in the instant of charge Wide distnets were m flames 
before their apj; roach was known, as a terror to others to 
redeem tl e ravage 

E ege or giqJcs, Tie rallying point of the Mnhrattas was tho 
1630-93. fortress of Ginjee, tho siege of which was as 
protracted as the siege of Troy On hearing that Ram raja 
had taken up Ins abode in that fortress Zulfikar Khan was 
in the first instance sent to capture it , but tl e suspicious 
temper of the en peror led him repeatedly to change the com 
mauders, and tie operations necessarily lan gu shed Zil 
fikar was often in collusion with the Mahrattas and it wjs 
even suspected tl at he contemplated the establishment of 
an independent authohty through their aid, on the death of 
the aged emperor It was during the languor ( f this siego 
that Suntajee Ghorepuray, having defeated the Mogul 
generals in the north, appeared before the place with a body 
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of 20,000 horse. The besieging army was besieged in its 
turn, and Cam buhsh, the son of the emperor, and the nominal 
commander m chief, was driven to a humiliating convention. 
Aurungzebe disallowed it, recalled his son, and entrusted the 
command for the third tune to*Zulfikar But as he was in 
communication with the enemy, the siege was again prolonged, 
till the emperor, indignant at his inactivity, gave him the 
option of its immediate capture, or his own degradation 
Zulfikar now assaulted the fort in earnest, and it was reduced 
in the year 1C98 

„ , . Kara rata, who had been allowed, through the 

Ram njinald 

Saun ixi, cupt connivance of Zulfikar, to escape from Ginjec 
lm before its capitulation, made his way back to 
his native mountains and selected Satara as his capital 
He was soon enabled to assemble a larger army than Sevajeo 
had ever commanded, and proceeded to levy what he termed 
“ the Mahratta dues " through the provinces of Candesh and 
Bcrar Ihe greater poition of the mantime forts of the 
Mahrattas had been preserved or recovered , and, with Colaba 
for their arsenal, they were enabled to keep the sea against 
the Moguls On the other hand, the Mahratta cause suffered 
the severest injury by the death of Suutajee GUorepuray, 
who had been the terror of the Mogul jinnies for seven years. 
Dhunnajee, his former as°ociate, became hi s mortal enemy , ho 
was hunted by bis own countrymen like a wild beast, through 
the region which he had filled with his exploits, and was 
at length brought to bay and his head cut off and sent as an 
acceptable present to the emperor 

To meet the increasing audacity of the Mah- 
rattas, Aurungzebe devised tbe plan of separating 
1 00 his array into two divisions — one to be employed 

in protecting the open country from their depredations— the 
other In capturing their forts The fiftt duty was committed 
to Zulfikar Khan, the ablest and the most energetic of the 
Mogul generals, at a time when they were universally ener- 
vated hj indulgence and reoAty Ho repeated)/ defeated tbo 



180 ATOTjji^rnF’a irccnzAsrsa difi ict-lties. [chip 
c 

Mahinttns in the field, but ho w aa unable to reduce their 
e«ruigth, and they always nppcarc I more fresh after % defeat 
than bis own troops after a Metory. Aurungzebo rcacn cd 
the t isle of capturing the fortresses for himself, and, breaking 
up his encampment on the limbs of the Beerna, to the deep 
regret of his \oluptuons officers, commenced operations by the 
siege of Satara, which was surrendered to lam in four month-’ 
in. April, 1700 A month before this period Ham raja expired 
at Singur, and lus son, a child of ten y cars of age, avas 
declared king under the regency of las mother, Tara Bye 
*.m» tncn-iu, n During the succeeding five years Aunuigzclo 

diffl-uinei, mr was incessantly engaged in reducing the Slab 
“ 170T ratta forts , but w bile thus employed he continue l 

to superintend tho minutest details of business throughout the 
empire, and not even a petty officer was admitted to the 
service at Cabal without his concurrence When we ero 
assured thiit the climate of Indi i invariably relaxes the vigour 
of the lody and the energies of the mind, we turn with 
astonishment to this octogenarian chief, engaged incessantly 
with youthful vigour in the duties of the cabinet 01 in the 
severer labours of the field, m a wild country and a vile 
climate But all the energy of Aurungzebe was unable to 
cope with the disorders which multiplied aiound him The 
Rajpoots were again in open hostility , other tribes in tho 
north, encouraged by las continued absence, and the const 
quent weakness of the od ministration, began to exhibit ft 
luiractory Bpint His treasury was exhausted by a wasting 
war of twenty five years The Mahiatta chiefs began tO B 
recover their forts , and in 1705 he received accounts at one 
and tho same time that they had crossed the NerbudeU 1 1 
great force, and extended their ravages to Malwa, and overrun 
Berar and Candesh, and also despatched 15 000 troof s to lei y 
contributions in GuzuQt In every direction around lus cam} > 
north, south, east, and west nothing was seen but the 
sack of villages, the slaughter of troops, and devastation of 
the country « 



overtures to »h# In these deplorable circumstances the emperor 
HahtMias, i c« overtures to the Mabrattas, ami offered 

tiicm a leg-il title to the fourth and the tenth of the revenues 
of the sis soobahs of the Deccan, on condition of their main- 
taimngorderand repressing: violence But theyimmediately rose 
in their demands, and had the effrontery to require dresses of 
honour for more than seventy of their marauding chiefs The 
negotiation was therefore brol cn off, aud the imperial encamp- 
ment began to retire to Ahmednugur, closely followed by 
the Mahrittas, who plundered up to the verge of the camp, 
and converted the retreat into an ignominious flight 
Twenty years before Aurungzebe lmd marched from this* 
capital in all the pride and pomp of war, to extend tins 
dominion to Cape Comorin , he now returned to it with the 
remnant of a discomfited army, and pursued by a victorious 
a iramrretKsi * oc » BUt * ^cre he expired on the 22nd of February, 
<»i>. «na 1707 By Ins will'he directed that his funeral 
mary i w gjpgjjgpg gbould be limited to four rupees and a 
half, to be deflated from the sum ho had received for the 
caps he bad made nnd sold , and tint the sum of 80o rupees, 
which he had acquired from the sale of the Korans ho had 
coj led with his own bands, should be distributed among the 
poor 

Aurungzebe Ins been considered by the native 
JVnwHon historians the type of Mogul greatness, and his 
name is invested with an indefinite idea of gran- 
deur, even in the minds of Europeans But this feeling is 
corrected by a close inspection of the events of his rc gn, ami 
it is impossible to resist the couviction that few characters m 
Indian historj have ever been more overrated His personal 
biavery, lua military talents, aud lus application to business, 
nre deserving of all praise , but he persisted in a policy which 
wi«t inherently vicious, after he perceived the mm it wag 
bringing on the em{ ire He was engaged for twenty five 
joavs in a war, first of intolerance and then of aggression, 
whuJi exhausted (he resources of the country, and hastened 
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tho downfall of tlio house of Baber The great oriental des- 
potism of the Moguls, like others which preceded it, had 
nearly run out tho usual period of two centimes, aiyl 
began to crumble to pieces, as soon as tho genius or the 
prestige of Aurungzebe ceased to sustain it 


CHAPTER VII 

FROM THE DrATIl OF AUTFSOZEBE TO TUF INVASION OF 
NADIR SITAII, 1707 — 1739 

Oi tho death of Aumngzcbe, prince Azim, who 
throU.*' sm! had been bamshed through his father s dread of 
* nefiuiaiioor being treated by his own sons when weakened 
sah, i°i ^ ,^ seagei ag h e jj a( j treated Shah Jehan im 
mediately returned to the encampment, caused himself to 
bo proclaimed emperor, and prepared to march to the capital, 
but his elder brother, Muazzim, with better reason assumed 
the crown, and advanced from Cabul to meet his rival IIw 
son, who had governed Bengal for elev cn years, material!) 
assisted his cause hy opportunely bringing up eight crorcs ol 
rupees which he had amassed during that period The two 
armies met in the neighbourhood of Agra, wl cn prince A zim 
was defeated and fell, together with two of his sons ZulGkar, 
who had remained neuter dnnijg the engagement at once 
declared for the victor It only lcmained to dispose of tho 
pretension of tho youngest son of the late emperor, Cam bul s)> 
who was assembling troops in the Deccan Zutfil ar marched 
against him with a contingent of Maliraitas and defeated 
him He died shortly after of his wounds and Muazzim who 
w as left the undisputed master of the empn e, assumed tl e 
title of Bahadoor Shah« 

Kalin i,fli „ The Mahrattns who had baffled the power of 
*^ uluI, o zc be for thirty years, wero now weal 
em.il b) intestine discord Tara Bye tl c widow of 
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Ram raja held the reins of government ftr seven j ears, in 
the name of her son Sahoo, the son of Samhajec, the legiti- 
mate heir to the throne, had been for seicntcen years a 
captive in the Mogul camp, where ho had been treated with 
great kindness by the emperor, who married him to the 
daughters of two of the principal Maliratta sirdars in his 
sen ice Pnnce Azim, when setting out to seize the pnze at 
Delhi, adopted the sage advice of Zulfilar, and not only 
granted Sahoo his liberty but furnished him with assistance 
to assert Ins claim to the Maliratta throne, on condition that 
he should hold it as a vassal of the empire Tara Bye imme- 
diately proclaimed him an impostor, and collected an army te» 
oppose him , but ho succeeded in obtaining possession of 
Satara, and in March, 1708, assumed the functions of royalty. 
In this family contest, the great Mahratta chieftains embraced 
opposite sides, and drew their swords against each other , a 
happy event for the ncighbounfig provinces At the end of five 
years, feevajee, tho son of Tara Bye, died, and her minister 
seized the opportunity of superseding her authority, and 
placing another of the sons of Ram raja, Sambajce, on tho 
throne at Kolaporc, which, from that period became the scat of 
tho younger branch of the roj al familj , and the rival of Satara 
7nlfikar Khan was rewarded for lus adherence 
to Bahadoor Shah with the nec rojalty of tho 
(AtfW, 1 o> Deccan, winch he committed to the care of Daood 
Khan, white IiC himself continued to reside at tho capita! 
Daood Khan was a I’atan of* noble birth, famous throughout 
tho Dcccan for his matchless courage, and lus lotc of strong 
drink He paid frequent visits to Madras, and did not hesitate 
to partake of Fnghsh hospitality. Tho Madras President 
always “took care to supplj him with liquors, because he was 
so generous under their influence" It is recorded that in 
1701, Mr Titty the father of Lord Chatham, who then occupied 
that post, giio him a grind entertainment in the Councfl 
Chamber, when the Pfttan “pledged the chief largely in cordial 
v Rtors and 1 rench brandy* amidst a discharge of cannon." 
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Zulfikar, who warf desirous of cultivating peace with the 
Mahrattas, of whom he had been the most formidable foe in 
the field foi fifteen 3 ears, authorized his lieutenant to offer 
Sahoo the choyt which the Mahrattas had bo long extorted 
by violence ’Though the concession came only from a local 
officer, and was not therefore conclusive, it was not the Ic'S 
prized by the Mahratta cabinet, as the first legitimate title 
they had beea able' to acquire to their exactions The tran- 
quillity of Itajpootana was secured by the same spirit of 
concession to its three principal rajas 

Origin of iho These arrangements which clearly indicated the 

& kh *’ growing weakness of the empire, appear to have 

been hastened by the inroads of the Sikhs m the north 
Nanuk, the founder of th~ Sikh community, who flourished 
about the close of the fifteenth century, taught, that devotion 
was due to God, but that forms were immaterial, and that the 
worship of the Hindoos and ’the Mahomedans was equally 
acceptable to the deity The sect which he founded gradually 
increased in numbers for a century, and became an object of 
detestation to the bigotted Mahomedans, w ho massacred its 
pontiff in 160G In 1675, Gooroo Govmd, the tenth spiritual 
chief in succession from Nanuk, conceived the idea of forming 
the Sikhs into a military, as well as a religious, commonwealth 
He abolished all distinction of caste, and admitted all converts 
to peifect equality, but every member of the body was 
required to be a pledged soldier from his birth, ol his initiation 
He inculcated reverence for the ^Hindoo gods and bralimin <, > 
and prohibited the slaughter of kine After a long struggto 
with the Mahomedans, he saw his strongholds captured, lus 
mother and children destroyed, and his followers slaughtered, 
mutilated, or dispersed. These seventies exasperated the 
fanaticism of the Sikhs, and planted an inextinguishable 
hatred of the Mahometans in their minds Under a new 
chief, of the name of Bandoo, they issued from their retreats, 
overran the Punjab, and, if we aro to bcltcvo the Maboiuidan 
historians, committed unheard of ^troutics. 
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BMthofruha- At the beginning- of the eighteenth century, 
ajorsbah, i w. they had extended their inroads, on the one side 
Jo Lahore, and on the other to Delhi, and Bahadoor Shah 
marched against them m person and drove them back to the 
fulls He died on !us retom to Lahore, m February, 1712, 
after a bncf reign of five years, at the age of seventy tiro 
A«*ssFen and His death was immediately followed by the usual 
/ca hof jehjn content amonghis sons, which termmatcdm th$dc- 
dcr«iah, j ia f cat aU( j 0 f three of them, when thesurnvor 
mounted the throne, and assumed the title of Jehander Shall 
One of the earliest acta of his reign, was to pot to death all 
the pnneps of the blood royal within his reach He appointed 
Zulfikai Khan, who had supported him through the conflict to tho 
post of vizier, white he resigned himself to the most degrading 
pleasures, and raised the relatives of a dancing girl who had be- 
come his favourite mistress, to the higuest honours in the 
state But his ignoble career 'was speedily cut short by Ins 
nephew, Forokshcre, who had escaped the massacre of his 
family, by his absence in Bengal, of which he was the vice- 
roy IIo advanced with an army of 70,000 men, and defeated 
the emperor m the neighbourhood of \gra. The noble Zul- 
flkar Khan, the last of the great captains of the Mogul 
dynast ) , whose ancestors had served it in the highest others 
for more than a century, was basely strangled by the orders 
of Fcroksherc, and the wretched Jeliander Shah was put to 
death after a reign of 6ix moptbs 

FcRfetm 1 ij. Fcrohsbcrc, the most contemptible, as yet, of 
— "n e 'ruJ*- anj of the pnnees of hie line, ascended the throne 
in 1713, and dishonoured it for ax years ly Ins vices and Ins 
cowardice He owed his elevation to t?ic cxerti ms of two 
Irothcrs Hussein Ah, the gmemor of Belnr, and Abdoolla 
Khan, tl e governor of Allahabad, generally denominated tho 
Sjuds, to denote their descent fror» the Frophet, and his 
reign was little cLc but a senes of machinations to destroy 
tbi m The one w as advanced to the post of vizier, and Ilustcin 
All v. u a, jK mUd co nmaud^r m Uutf Thci were both men 
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of tMcnt and valour, tat, at they monopolized nil power, llioy 
incurred the jt atomy of the emperor nml the enmity of hi# 
favmmtt « Immediately on tin accession Fcrohshtrcuuden nat 
live of Mooltan, who had been acozce nt Dacca, he? chief confi- 
dant, and under hw influence M?nt Hu*<«ciii -Ah against Ajoct 
Sing, tho raja of Jnudliporr, in the hope that the expediting 
might proa e fatal tp him. Put he disappointed Ins cncmit s by 
concluding an honourable peace with the raja, mid inducing him 
to give one of lus daughters m mamage to the rmjieror Tlic 
nuptials, which were celebrated at Delhi with extraordinary 
splendour, have liecomc memorable in the history of British 
India by the patriotic conduct of a British surgeon, the par- 
ticulirs of w Inch will be giacn m n future chapter. 

Miwmi Daood Khan, who !md governed the Deccsp a” 

l ' 10 deputy of 7ulfihar Khan, was removed after 
—ms. the destruction of Jus patron, and sent as gov ernor 
to Guzerat The agreement lie had made vv ith the Mahrattas 
regarding the clout and other dues fell to the ground on his 
removal and they licgan to collect them again by v iolencc The 
office of soobadar of tho Deccan was bestowed on the son of 
Ghazcc-ood deen, who has been already mentioned in connec- 
tion with tile siege of Beejapore in 1G8C The family had 
emigrated from Turkey, or rather Tartary , to 6eck its fortunes 
in India, and belonged to a clique of officials at the capital 
who were commonly designated the looranee nolles Chin 
Kihcli Khan, the new soobadar, rose to distinction in the court 
of Aurungzebe, by whom he was decorated with the titles 
of Asof-Jah and Nizam ool moolk As it was on tins occasion 
that ho laid the foundation of the kingdom of Hyderabad, 
we shall anticipate the period of Ins independence by desig- 
nating him henceforward as the Nizam He was a statesman 
of great experience and ability, but of still greater subtlety 
During the seventeen nfimfhs of his incumbency he fomented 
the dissension b between the nval houses of Kolapore and 
Satara, and thus established some check on the ravages of 
the Mahrattas Salioo was indufied to acknowledge himself 



vu.} liisE or BttuucE vtsn\rc\ ath, Titn rESirwA 1R7 

a vassal of the emperor, and though in his own circle he as* 
surned the title of king of the Hindoos m the court calendar 
„ , . he was ranked as a Mogul commauderof 10,000 

B-iajceVishwo- 

mrt ptsswa, Tho increasing contentions of these tiro branches 
,,w * of the family of Sevajee had created such anarchy 

ns to bring the Mahratta state to the verge of ruin, when the 
genius of Balajee Yishwunath placed the party of Sahoo in the 
ascendant, and rekindled the smonldenngenergics of the nation 
Balajee was originally a simple karkoon, or village accountant, 
but rose through various gradations of office till he reached the 
dignity of Peshwa, or chief minister It was to his energy 
that the rapid expansion of the Mahratta power, when it had 
reached the limit of depression, is to be attributed, and 
ho may justly be regarded as the second founder of its 
greatness 

iiumoAi The Nizam wap discharged from the office of 
»*«^ r i7U h * viccr °y ti* 0 Deccan to make room for Hussein 
n^oiDaooi All, one of the Syuds, who was sent thither to 
rcmo\ e him from the court* Instructions were at 
the same time given to Daood Khan to offer lum the most 
strenuous but corert opposition, and the rercrsion of the ap 
pointment was held out to bun as the reward of success. 
But Daood Khan was too daring and impetuous for any sub-, 
terfuge, and he determined to bring the dispute to an immediate 
issue lie . accordingly met Hussein Ah with his own 
veteran force, and attacked him with each fury ns to scatter 
his forces like a flock of sheep But m the moment of victory 
a cmnOn hall struck him dead and the fortune of the da} was 
changed His dc\oted wife, a Hindoo princess, on hearing of 
his fate, stabbed herself to tho heart The memory of In* 
reckless courage and his chivalrous exploits is still preserved 
in man} a ballad and proverb in the Deccan nu'setn Ah, 
flushed with this victor} , took the fl?ld against the Mahrattaa, 
but was completely defeated, and they immediately extended 
their encroachments and enlarged their claims. The emperor, 
anxious only for tho destruction of lus own obnoxious general. 
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gave tin m every encouragement to resist him, and prom ocd 
to reward them if they were successful 
„ „ Hussein Ah, districted on the one hind bythn* 

tiw lUixkiua, weewuit jlots hatched against him at Daui ana 
1,17 on the other by the depredations of the Mahrattas, 

who were stimulated by the court, adopted the doperate 
resolution of winning them over to his cause bj concessions 
lie entered into negotiations with the Mahratta cat met. winch 
were conducted w ith cotisummatc shill by Balajee V ishwunatb, 
md lcsulted m acouvcntion as advantageous to the Mahrattas 
as it was disgraceful to the Moguls Sahoo was acknowledged 
a&'tha independent sovereign of the districts comprised m the 
family jajgecr, ond of subsequent conquests 1 lie “fourth 
and the ‘ tenth” of the revenues of the six eoubahs of the 
Deccan, and of the tributary states of Tnnjore, M 3 sore, and 
Trichinopoly, were bestowed on him on condition that ho 
should, m addition to the usual fee on such grants, pay an 
aun lal tribute of ten lacs of nqccs, furnish a contingent of 
15,000 troops, and become responsible for the peace of the 
Dctcan 

Eero fc, on ^ This was the greatest stride to power the Mali 
convention rattas had yet made and it fulfilled the fondest 
wis) eS of the founder of this 83 stem of spoliation It fur- 
nished them with a large and permanent revenue, for though 
the six sonbahs had been exhausted by the incessant ravage 3 
of war, tho assignment granted k to the Mahrattas was at 
their dictation, calculated on the sum of 18 crores wl icb 
those provinces had yielded in the years of peace and I ”O a 
perity It would apparently ha' e been more to the pccumaiy 
advantage of the Mahrattas to exchange assignments spread 
over a country winch extended from sea to sea, and from tf C 
Nerbudda to Cape Comonn, for a compact territory Bat the 
great object of the Peshca was to render the claims of tl c 
Mahratta nation as complcated, as extensive, ai d ns vague 
as possible, and thus to acquire a right of constant inter 
ferencc in the revenue administration of the entire Deccan, 
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late emperor, lie was alienated from their interests by being 
nominated to tho inferior post of governor of Guzcrat, when 
ho had every reason to expect the viceroyalty of the Deccan ( 
He began to collect troops, on tho plea of restoring order m 
the province assigned to him, but in reality tp establish his 
own power m the south, where he had many adherents, both 
Revolt of Hum among tlio Mahrattas and the Mahomedans He 
iam, June, 1720 marched southward with 12,000 men, and lining 
captured the important fortress of ABScergur, and overrun 
Caudcsh, defeated two armies it Inch were sent against him, 
and thus became master of his position 
irawin ah »»- Meanwhile the young emperor was fretting 
*4»ainated i7_o un <i er the yoho of the Syuds, and, under the dis- 
creet guidance of his mother, formed a combination among 
the nobles of his court to release himself from their po« cr 
The plot, which embraced some of the most eminent of the 
courtiers, could not be concealed from the brothers , hut they 
were distracted by the difficulties which surrounded them on 
every side. At length it was resolved that Hussein Ah 
should march against tho Nizam, taking tho emperor with him, 
and that Abdoolla should return to Delhi, the court being then 
at Agra, to look after the family interests Fivo days after 
the army had commenced its march, a savage Calmuck, who 
had been selected to strike the blow, approached the palm- 
keen of Hcssem Ah, on pretence of presenting a petition, and 
stabbed him to the heart In the conflict whnih necessarily 
ensued, the partisans of the emperor were victorious, and the 
army marched back to Delhi Abdoolla, hearing of his bro- 
ther’s fate, set up a new emperor, and marched to encounter 
Mahomed Shah, but he was entirely defeated, though lus hfe 
was spared in consideration of lus august lineage 
Mcihomea shah Mahomed Shah, now a free monarch, entered 
enten tho copi his capital with great pomp a twelvemonth after 
^ 17 '° he had been elevated to the throne, and made a 
liberal distnbutjoa of offices The odious jeszm, the tax on 
infidels, was abolished. The Eajppot rajas of Jondlipore and 
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Joy pore were promoted to governorships , while the rvja of 
Oodypore, still isolated by his orthodox dignity, refused all 
intercourse with the court, and sunk into contempt Sadut 

„ Alt, a Khorasan merchant, who had raised himself 

Orvtfnoftba , , , 

Oujufam i> by his talents to the charge of Bnna, was made 
u 1 soobadar of Onde, where he founded the royal 

dynasty which «as extinguished in 1855 . The office of vizier 
Mas resorted for the I'.izam, who came up from the Deccan 

,, to assume the control of public affairs But 
TteMzamMr r . 

jwnta4\u«r he found the new emperor utterly unworthy 
* ^ of his station, immersed in pleasures, and so 

besotted with a favourite mistress as to hate given her the 
custody and use of the royal signet He endeavoured to 
rouse Mahomed Shah to a sense of his duties as the head of 


a great crnpiro which was exposed on every side to dangei 
But his master turned a deaf^ear to this sage counsel, and 
listened with znoic del gbt to the advice of 1 is dissolute com- 
panions, who amused him by turning the antiquated habits 
and solemn manner of the venerable statesman, then m his 
seventy Gfth j car, into ridicule 

U« returns to tbs The courtiers to nd themselves of the presence 
Dtcoin, 17 j 0 f f he vizier, sent hun against the refractory 
governor of Guzcrat, whom their own folly had driven into 
rebellion He quelled the revolt at once by his tact, and returned 
to the capital* where, however, he did not long remain D s 
gusted with the weakness and profligacy of the court, and 
despairing of any reform, he throw up Ins office and proceeded 
to the Deccan Ihe emperor loaded lum with honours on Ins 
departure but at the same tune instigated the local governor 
of Hyderabad M >banz Klian to resist his authority, and held 
out the re\crsion of the \iccroyalty as a bait The Kizara 
defeated Mohan 7 and sent his head to Delhi congratulating 
tho Court on the extinction of the rct*>lU He then fixed on 
Hyderabad tl e at cient capital of tho Kootub-Shahco dynasty, 
vow.* os tl o seat of Ins government, and from this period 
i i iuay be dated <he nsc of the izam s dominion 
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Death of Balajee B ' lla .l Ce Vislmimatll, OS lllCadj slltc 1, Il»d 

‘vwmmath, accompanied Hussein All with a Mahratta cou- 
1 ' tingent to Delhi, and, on the accession of Mabo 

mod Shah, ohtamed the impenal confirmation of the grants 
of the “ fourth ” and the “ tenth,” and returned in triumph 
with the invaluable charters, fourteen in number, to Satarn 
where he soon after died Before his death he completed the 
arrangements for the collection of the assignments he had 
acquired, and established a system of the most intricate sub- 
division of interests, by which ample provision was made for 
a whole army of Muhratta officials A preponderating power 
was thus given to the cabinet of brahmins at Satara, which 
eventually resulted in the transfer of all the authority of the 
state to their chicF, the Pe6h\va lie wna succeeded in lnft 
liojtaiuo, office by lus Bon Bajce Kao, who exhibited in the 
r e «hwo, im h^hest degree thp enterprise of the Mahratta 
character, and in talent and vigour proved to be second only 
to beaajcc The interest of the succeeding twenty years of 
the history of India centres in the alliances, and disputes, and 
strategy of the young Mahratta statesman of Satara, and the 
subtle old Turk at Hyderabad, who made peace and war v.ith- 
out an) reference to the emperor at Delhi 
Xhjce Eao md impetuosity of Bajce Tao’s character led 

xicetoSuhoo, him to propose the boldest schemes of ambition 
to his master Salioo nc felt tint unless cm- 
ployment coul 1 be found abroad far the large body of j mhtory 
liorsc which formed the smews of the Mahratta paw cr tl t v 
would be engaged in mischief at home Tull) amro of the 
decay of the Mogul power, lie urged the king “ to strike ll c 
trunk of the withering tree, the branches must fall of thcir- 
scUc8 J«ow is our time to dm© Btrangcre from the hm* t f 
the Hindoos, and to acquire immortal renown B) directu g 
our efforts to IlimlosfSn the Mahratta flag u\ jour npi 
shall flj f rom the Kmtna to the Attol " on shall j hat it 
on the Ilimahju,’ replied Sahoa But lie had been l red in 
the laxuij of a Mabomcilan serngfo, and bad lost tl c boldntss 
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and energy of the Maliratta character Bajec Rao fount! 
tnat 1 m. owu ardour w as ill seconded by his so\ oreign, and was 
constrained to act under his own discretion , and thus the 
house of Sevnjce waxed w eaker, and the house of the Peshwa 
waxed stronger 

ABiiMof Tlie Nizam had appointed Ins uncle, II timed 

Goier-it. Khan, lus representative in Guitrat, in opposition 
to the conrt at Delhi The court appointed fair boolund KRan 
governor of the province, with directions to extinguish this 
revolt TV ith the aid of two Mahratta commanders Kantajce 
and Peelajee, Humeed Khan was enabled to defeat the Mogul, 
armies, and rewarded them with a grant of the “ fourth ’ an l 
the “ tenth " of the revenues of Guzcrat Bajec Rao took 
advantage of this discord ind renewed his excursions into 
Mai in, granting Sindia, Holkar, and Powar of Dhar, comnus 
eions to leyj chaut in that province, while he him elf proceeded 
to the «outh, and exacted contributions from the ruler at Se- 
ringa patain Alarmed by the increasing andautv of the 
Pcshwa’s depredations, tho .Nizam endeavoured to revive the 
di -.ensions of the mal houses of Kolaporc and Satara Sam 
bajec claimed his share of the assignments winch had been 
granted to tbo Pcsliwa Balajec Yishwunath on the six 
eoubahs of the Deccan, and the Nizam as the official reproser 
tatnc of the emperor, called on both parties to produce their 
title** and substantiate their claims before lum Sahoo and his 
cabinet were filled with indignation by what they deemed an 
insolent attempt to interfere m their domestic quarrel-, Bajc». 
Rao instantly assembled a large armv, and marehed against 
the \17am, who was likewise supported bj a large bodr of 
Milirattai, bnt he was driven into a position where the want 
of { rot isiohs constrained lum to enter into negotiations, which 
terminated more faiourablj than couliyiaio been expected 

. . The singular moderation of the Peshwa on tins 

r«tin slum ° , 

tb < <ko tot occ won when the Nizam was at ins mercy, was 
Gaierae i a. •> cause He was at the time nrgn 

liating with Sir boclundKhan,the imperial governor of Guzerat, 

o 
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who had succeeded m establishing his authority, for the ckwt 
and other assignments 'which had been granted to the two 
Mahratta officeis already mentioned, and, to expedite the bat- 
gam, sent his brother to lay the country waste Sir-boolund 
at length found it expedient to purchase some measure of 
peace by yielding to these demands The concession va*, 
however, more restricted than that which had been granted 
by‘Hus«cin Ah, and confirmed by Mahomed Shah lhe 
-bout was to be calculated on the actual amount of collections i 
only two or three officers were to be placed in each district to 
tcollcct the dues , no other exactions were to he inflicted on the 
ryots, and every assistance was to be gi\ en to tho unpern 
authority From these limitations we are enabled to percent* 
how greatly the Mahrattas had abused the power conferred on 
them by the charters which they obtained eight y ears before. 
Never was a more flagitious aod intolerable system of extor- 
tion invented by human ingenuity than that which the genius 01 
Sevajee bad devised, and which the Mahrattas cousidtitd it 
their mission to extend over the whole of India 
ko spore sn-i While Bajcc Hao was employed m settling hi* 

Riuu» at reac« demands on Guzerat, Sambajee crossed the "W urna 
and plundered the temtory ot Ins rival, Sahoo 
He was, however, subsequently defeated, and obliged to sign 
on acl nowlcdg-ment of lus cousin’s nglit to the entire Mali- 
ratta temtory, with tho exception of a smail tract around 
Kolapore, to which his branch of the roy al family was thence- 
forward to be confined, and thus ended the dissensions of 
twenty years The Nizam, foiled in his attempt to w eaKcn the 
Mahrattas by internal discord, found a new instrument of 
mischief in Dhabarry, the Mahratta commander-in chief If c 
had been intrusted with the Mahratta interests in Guzerat* 
and was mortified to find that the chout and other dues in In'* 
own proainco had been earned off by Bnjeo Ban Under a 
feeling of rchcnlmcnt and at the mbtigutiou of tho Nizam, 
marched tow ards Satara with 35,000 men, with tie mowed 
object of releasing taboo from tfie tyranny of the i'cchwo, bet 
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he wis defeated hr an infer or force, and fell in battle The 
influence of his nval teas increased in no small degree by tins 
attempt to d-’-strov it Bat the Peshwa acted with generosity, 
and conferred the office wh ch bad been field by Dfiabarry on 
his son, an infant, and ent-asted the management of affairs to 
or mo Peelajee Gu.ckwnr, who e immediate ancesto- 
Cu^itnu- was a cow herd, and whose descendants now 
occupy the throne of Baroda. 

orU'a of noiir To this period aLo belongs the nse of the fanu 
m.i c tnio. hes 0 { jjoi^ar and Sindia, destined to take a 

prominent lure m the polices o Indau Mulhar Kao Ilolknr* 
was the son of a herds nan, but, bemg a youth of adventurous 
disposition, exchanged the crook for the sword, and bv h-3 
darmg courage recommended himself to Bajee Kao, who en- 
trusted him with the charge of levying contributions in eighty 
four dn tncts or villages in \Lfiwa Banojee fcindia, thtogn 
said to be alhed to the noblest families in Rajpootana, was of 
the caste of cultivators, and entered the service of BaJajee 
^ isliwuirMh as a menial servant. It is related that on one 
occasion his master, returning from on interview with thera,a 
Sahoo, found his attendant asleep on Ins back with the slippe r s 
firmly grasped in his hand Struck with his fidelity m *o 
humble an occapation, the Peshwa introduced him into h.s 
bod} gnard lie soon became one of the foremost of the 
Maliratta chief fains and Iik§ Holkar, received as ignment* 
cn the districts of Malwa, which fonned the nucleus of the 
familv domain 

After the defeat of Dha harry the Peshwa 
" raa and the Nizam came to a mutual understanding 
*niti«\i_ua, f or {] e promotion of tin. r respective interests, 
and it was agreed that Bajee Rao should be at 
liberty to plunder the Mogul terntonewn the north withou 
rcatramt, and that the Nizam & pos«c«sions in the south should 
not be moles‘cd bv tl o Mol rattas, la fact, the \izam, tH 
rtyn. dilative of tl e emperor m the Deccan pureha«ed pea t 
L} I ttug U e Mai ratios I K>*e on the d -ai ions of his sove 

o 2 
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rugn hejtmd the Xerbudda llijce Rio crossed that nver in 
1 7 J2, and laid waste tho devoted province of Halm 
Mogul governor, Haluitncd Bungiudi, was engiged at the 
time m besieging a lcfrnctorj chief m Iluudfceuml, who m* 
\ oked the nd of B ijcu Kao BiingusU was soou, m his turn, 
besieged and was n scimd only b> tlie prompt arrival of his 
country men fiuni llolnlcuml 1 he Ihmdlccund raj i evinced Ins 
gratitude to the I'cbhvva bj bequeathing hun n third of his 
tcrutory of Jlnnsi, and thus was the 4 Mahratta bfundarl 
jiuwi ce-ie i w planted for the first tune on the banks of the 
1 lijjcc Kao, i so Jiujjni Tho government of Mai wo was soon 
after confcricd by tho emperor on the Rajf oot prince, Jcy 
Sing, whose reign was rendered illustrious by tho encourage 
ment of science aud the ereetioa of the beautiful city of Jij- 
porc, with its palaces, halls, and temj les, and, above all, its 
noble ol hcrv atory The profession of a common creed had 
promoted a friendly intercom sc between the Mnhrntta and 
the Rajpoot chiefs, and Jey Sing, vrho was more of a Bcholar 
than a statesman, made over the whole province of Malwa to 
Bajce Rao, though not without the sup} osed coneunence of 
the feeble court of Delhi 

rajee nao ■ Thc«c concessions only served to inflame the 
maud*, i SB ambition of Bajcc Rao, and the necessities of lus 
position constrained him to extend Jus aggressions Great 
as were the resources of the Mqluatta state, flic greater por 
tion of the revenue was absorbed by the chiefs who collected 
it, and only a fraction reached tho national ti easuiy li o 
magnitude of Bajee Rao’s operations had involved linn in debt , 
the bankers were slow to make further advances , his trooj 3 
wero clamorous for their pay, and disci} line was weakened bj 
his inability to meet their claims He thcrcfoie demanded 
of the imperial court a confirmation of the assignments 
on Gazer it which had been granted by Sir boolund Khan, 
and of the recent cession of the province of Main a as Ins 
pcisonaJ j ajgeer The empaior or rather his imniste >, 

Iv Jan Dovviau, offered linn an assignment of thirteen lacs of 
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rupees on the districts south of the Chumbul, v. jth peimi^ioit 
to levy tribute m Pijpootani, in the hope tbit this claim won! I 
embroil him with th Rajpoot pnnccs But Bijee Rio 
having learnt from his agent at Delhi (hit ill his demands 
v. ere likely to be conceded with i little more pressure, imme- 
diately increased them, and did not scruple to claim the n hoi 
tcrutoiy south of the Chnmb il, the surrender of the holy 
ci tus of Benares, Gy a Muttra, and Allnlnlad, and the uu 
mediate payment of fifty lies of rujiees The court cmlei 
round to appease him with smaller s icrificcs which he readily 
accepted but without abating the price of his foibearancc, ir 
the progress of his army II oil ar crossed the Jumna, by lus 
orders, and plundered the Dooab but wis dnvrn hack by 
Sadut Khan, tlie soobad ir of Onde , and this sue < a was 
magnified at Delhi into a grand a ictorj at which th?usawh> of 
infidels were said to have perched It was t'en reported 
that II ijec Pao 1 ad been obliged to retire ‘ I wascompilled ' 
he avtott * to tell the emperor the truth and to pro\e to him 
that 1 was still in Hmdoostan to show him flames and Mali 
rattas at the gates of lus ciptnl He advanced towarla 
Delhi by force l marches of forty miles a day The cons ter 
nation m the imperial city may well be conceived but his 
object irii not to sack the caj ital, but to intimuhto the court 
into concessions and circumstances rendered it advisable for 
him to withdraw II is moderation encouraged a | arty of 

eight thousand horse under some of the nobles to attack his 
camp, but they were easily repelled by IToIkar Bijee Kao 
in « retired from the noith, recroased the Nerbuilda, and pro- 
c< cdi_d to Satan 

The Mahrattas a) peared now to l e j anmoutit 
r '«i » r iejce in India, and the Nuara was considered by tlie 
R *° 1 37 emperor an l his minister** the only man who could 
i>ave tho empire from extinction He fun elf jierccived when 
too late, the impolicy of his compact with Bijec Rao m 1 ?3.', 
which had enabled tho Mai rattas to [ bin hr the n trthem 
provinces avithout mtemipti'fli, and augmented their power to 
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an extent winch now threatened Ins own safety and that of 
eaory other Ifnliomedan potentate in India He listened to 
the overtures oF the court, and repaired to Delhi, where tho 
government of Malwa and of Guzerat was conferred on him, 
and all tho power and rc c ourccs of the empire were placed at 
Ins disposal Rut these resources were now reduced to so low 
an ebb that he «)uld assemble an army of onlj 34,000 
men, with which he mo\cd down to Malw a, while tha Peshwa 
advanced to oppose him with 80,000 Owing, perhaps, to 
his great ago — ho was now nmety-threc — pcrliaps to an 
.over confidence in his artillery, which was esteemed the best 
in India, ho intrenched himself near Bhopal, instead of boldly 
encountering the enemy in the field Bajeo Rao adopted tho 
usual Mahratta sjrtem of warfare — laying waste the country 
around, intercepting all supplies, and harassing Ins opponent 
with incessant attacl s At length, on the twenty -fpurlh 
day from tho commencement of the siege, tho Nizam, receiving 
no reinforcements, wlule lus enemy called up every Mahratto 
chief m the Deccan to his aid, was constrained to sign a humiln 
ting treaty, granting to the victorious Malirntta the sovereignty 
of Malwa, and of all the territory up to the banks of tho 
Chumbul, and engaging to use ill his influence to obtain the 
grant of fifty lacs of rupees from the treasury at Delhi But 
that treasure was to End a different destination 
in-ra itmoff-aiir It was in the midst of these distractions, winch 
si aii, i 38 exhausted the strength of the empire, tint Nadir 
Shah made his appearance on the banks of the Indus, and 
India was visited with another of those desolating irruptions 
to which it had been repeatedly subject during seven hundred 
years 

j , Tho Persian dynasty of the Sofis, which had 

omecedant lasted for two centuries the usual term of Asiatic 
monarchic?? was snbveitcd in 1722 by the Ghiljies, 
the most powerful of the Afghan tribes Shall Hussein, 
the last of that royal line, was blockaded by them in his cipi 
till, Ispahan, which had then attained the summit oi pn>- 
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penty, and contained a population of CftOOQO After the 
besieged bad endured the greatest extremities of tnsery and 
aj-ant, the king with his court went out attired in deep monm 
mg and gave himself up to Mahraood, the victorious chief, and 
placed the diadem on his l rows Mahmood, after a reign of 
two jean., rendered execrable by bis cruelties left all bis con 
quests to his son Asruf Aidir Shah, the greatest warrior 
Persia has produced since the days of Darius, was the son of 
a shepherd of Khoresm His enterprising spirit led him to 
collect a band of freebooters, their number increased with 
their success, and be soon found himself at the head of a 
formidable force, with which he freed Kliora«an from the* 
Abdalce Afghans who had overrun it. The Ghdjie king of 
Peraa was the next to feel his power, and was obliged to re- 
sign all his father s conquests in Persia \ adir, after hn> first 
succt «s, raided Tkaraa«?p the <=oo of the dethroned Sofi monarch 
to the throne, but when he b4d expelled the Turks and the 
Tnssians from the provinces they had occupied and restored 
independence and d gn ty to his native land, lie ascended the 
ti rone himself, oa the assumed unporl unity of a hundred 
thousand of Ins subjects,— nobles, soldiers, and peasants,— as 
sembled together on a vast plain to offer him the crown 

. To find employment for his troop*? 'ind to 
Ilf tawle* Af" , \ - , ‘ , 

Ehani*un<mJ gratify the resentment of Ins countrymen, ue 
India, i j7sW earned his arm» into the country of the Ghilj es, 
lywhomthej had been oppressed, but Candahar was be- 
sieged for a twelvemonth before it surrendered. Wh2e en 
gaged in the siege, J»adir 6ent a roe***enger to Delhi to 
demand tlio surrender of some of his fugitive subjects The 
court was at the tune dj tracted by the claims of Bajee Kao, 
and the demand was neglected A second messenger was 
assassinated at Jeltalabad The government of India had 
from time unmemon. 1 been in the habit of paving an annual 
subs to the highlanders who occupy the parses between 
Cahnl and Peshawur, and who were in a position to arrest the 
progress of any invader In the confusion of the tunes the 
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to be searched and sacked, and spared nS cruelty to extort 
confessions of wealth Of the infamons Sadnt Ah he de 
pianilcil tbe whole of the sum which he Lad «aid his soribih was 
able to fgrmJi, and the traitor terminated his existence by 
fewallowing poison The governors of the other provinces 
were likewise hid under heavy contributions Having thus 
subjected Delhi to fifty eight days of ruthless pillage, and ex- 
hausted, as he supposed, the wealth of the country, lit, pre- 
pared to take his departure with plunder estimated at thirty 
two crores of rupees Before his departure he reseated 
Mahomed Shah on the throne, but annexed all tl e countries 
west of the Indus to the crown of Persia He likewise sent 
a circular to all the princes >f India to acquaint them that lie 
was moving to tl e Conquest of other regions, pud had replaced 
Ins dear brother Mahomed fhih on the throne of his extensive 
empire, and that if anv report of their rebellion reached his 
ears, he would return and b)di their names oat of the Ixxk of 
creation 
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diate vicinity of the' metropolis new chiefs were, as the Maho* 
medan historian remarks, “ beating the drum of independence M 
Towards the close of Aunmgzebe s reign a tribe of soodera 
called Jauts emigrated from the banks of the Indus to the 
distucts lymg between Agra and Jeypore, and founded their 
capital, Bhurtpore, ont of the plunder of the emperor’s camp 
equipage , and their leader, Chooramun did not scruple to set 
the imperial authority at defiance To the north of Delhi, a 
(nbe of Rohilla Afghans, recently embodied under a circnm 
cised Hindoo, were rapidly rising into importance The house 
of Baber had accomplished the cycle of its existence, and the 
sceptre of India was about to pass into other hands Having 
thus reached the verge of a new era we turn to tho origin 
and progress of the strangers to whose lot that sceptre was 
to fall though at this period they were engaged in the peace 
ful pursuits of commerce and dit/iming of nothing so little 
as the establishment of an emphe in India The main stream 
of tlus narrative will now follow the fortunes of the British 
power, to which the history of the various kingdoms which 
rose upon the decay of tho Moguls u. ill be subsidiary But, it 
may be useful to bear in mind, that with the exception of tl e 
Tajpoot chiefs and the puppet emperor at Delhi, not one of 
the kingdoms which were subsequently absorbed m the British 
empire had been m existence even a quarter of a century 
when the English first took np arms in ILndostan 


CHAPTER VIII 

pise and rrocnrss of die English, 1G00 — 175C 

tn> Eng* i u, Thf nch tmdo wl ich the Portuguese hail csta 
inrtiatefre bl shed in Utc East dunng tl e sixteenth ccnturj 
sened to quicken the spirit of cnterprLo which 
Q icen FI zabeth laboured to foster m Friglmd, an 1 her sub- 
jects were impatient to share m it^profts The splend il nn 1 
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successful voyages of D~d.e, CavencLsh* and other Fn 0 l ■di 
navigators to the eastern hemisphere tended to augment the 
•national ardour In IoS3, Fitch and three other adventurers 
smarted on a commercial expedition to India, by wav of Aleppo 
and Bagdad. They earned letters of introduction from the 
queen to the emperor Vkbar, collating hi* bnd officer to her 
S^bjec's who were proceeding from a faj count n to trade 1 1 
his dominions, and offering the same fandn^ 9 ui return to 
any of his subjects who might vi it England. Fitch travelled 
through the length and Ireadth of Hindustan and was struct, 
with the splendour of the court, the grandeur of the nobddj, 
"iid the magnitude and opulcDce of the cities. The mforma 
tion winch he collected regarding the commodities of the 
country, and the industry and wealth of the people, opened cp 
vi ions of a lucrative commerce to his ft how-countrymen 4. 
petition was accordingly presented to the Queen for penais 
sion to send throe ve *tl& (o India, but the political caution 
of her miniatcrj, rendered it fruitless. 
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rupees in bullion ft 6*1110(1 from Torbay on the 2nd of May, 
1G01, with letters of introduction from the Queen to tho 
pnnets to whose kingdoms it might resort The new Com . 
pany had no distinct knowledge of any part of India, and the 
fleet sailed to Achcco, in the island of Sumatra, where a cargo 
of pepper was obtained, and a treaty concluded with the Malay 
chiefs In the Straits of Malacca, Captain Lancaster captured 
a Portuguese vessel of 900 tons, nchly laden with calicoes 
and spices and then 6tcerod for Bantam, the most flourishing 
port in the island of Java, where he erected a factoiy and 
left agents The expedition returned to England m September, 
1603, with a satisfactory profit to the adventurers Dunng 
t le following ten years eight voyages were undertaken, 
ttmch gave a return of from one to two hundred per cent In 
1C08 tho factors at Bantam represented that the calicoes of 
India were m great request in the islands of the Archipelago, 
and a fleet was therefore despatched, for the first time, to tho 
coast of India , but the object was defeated by the jealousy 
of the Portuguese 

neFortngaeie The Portuguese at this period enjoyed a com 
mercial supremacy in the eastern hemisphere, and 
were anxious to prevent the intrusion of rivals They held 
little territory on tho continent of India, but they complete!} 

' mon JP oll scA its foreign trade By the possession of Aden 
and Ormuz they entirely commanded the Bed Pea and the 
Persian Gulf They occupied the coasts or Co} lou, and had no 
nval on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts Tliei were 
paramount on the Malay seaboard, and held possession of 
>e o nccas, or spice islands They had erected a factor} at 
uacao, and enjoyed the exclusive trade of Chun lhcir 
f ntifed settlement at Iloogldy, secon 1 owl} to tint of 
,rn rendered them a most formidable power in Bengal It 
was with tins great mercantile monopol} that the English 
nail now to enter into competition In 1C11 the Fast India 

Company sent two vessels to Surat, and the Portuguese 
prepared to resist their advance v\» h four slaps, the largest 
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the Dutch for a share hi the 6pice tiadeof the eastern islands, 
or on the massacre at Amboyna, which continued for thirty 
years to rankle in the minds of Englishmen, till Cromwell 4 
compelled the Dutch to make satisfaction for it In like 
manner we pass over the contests with the Portuguese for 
the possession of Ormuz and the tiade with Tenia, which, 
when obtained, was ‘not found worth retaining We mo\e 
on to the establishment of the Company m Bengal In 
1020 two of their factors visited Patna, but met with little 
ti ■* Engi <h in encouragement In 1 034 a firman apjiears to havu 
Btncii, I6T) so been obtained from the empeioi, Shah Jclian, for 
the establishment of a factoiy in Bengal , but the resistanco 
of Rodrigues at Hooghly was yet fresh, and the residence 
of their agents was restricted to the port of Pjj ley, near Bala* 
sort Tv o years after, the daughter of the cinptror, who w as 
then encamped in the Dcccan, having fallen ill, the uzicr dis* 
latched an express to the English factory at Surat to rc]ue**t 
the 6en ices of a surgeon Mr Boughton, attached to one 
of the ships, was accordingly sent to the imperial camp, and 
baaing succeeded in restoring the princess to health, was 
desired to name his own reward. In i spirit or the nol lest 
patriotism, lie stated that tho only remuneration bo would 
accept was an order granting bis countrymen the privilege of 
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second opportunity ot promoting the interests ot his country 
At lus request the prince printed letters potent to the English 
to establish factories at BalaBOre nnd Hooglily. 

The first factory of tlic Company on the Coro- 
mindel coast ms opened at Masulipatam, from 
whence it w*l? smovcd,in 1C25, to Armegan Thotiadewas 
not however found to be remunerative^ and Mr Day, tl o 
superintendent, accepted the invitation of the raja of Chun 
dciirnec, the list representative of the peat Hindoo dynasty 
of Beeiuynugur, to remov o tho establishment to his tcnitoncs 
In a small village on the coaBt a plot of ground was marked 
out on which, in 1035, he erected the factory which aftci- 
VI arts expanded into the great city of Madras To give 
confidence to tho native merchants, it was surrounded by a 
foi plication, With twelve guns, and m honour of the champion 
of England was called Fort Sj, George 

Tor fifteen years after this period there is no event in the *■< 
transactions of the Company worthy of attention The mi- 
settled state of England dnnng the civil wars was not 
favourable to tho interests of commerce, and the trade of tho 
Company languished Tho investments vv ere small, and tho 
proms smaller, but ns soon as domestic tranquillity w is 
restored under the Protector, on attempt was made by a lolly 
of men, calling tlicmsclres the •• Merchant Adventurers, to 
break up the •vctasive privileges ot tho East India Complin, 
a In nrnumcllts they employed for free trado appear at the 
1 t°div to lnMinniiswcraUc, but tlicir validity was not 
Pf' i admitted by those who had devised tho Navi- 
1 f y Art. Cromwell referred the question to tho Council of 
State” who recommended him to confirm the privileges of the 
„ ’ , „ n(1 ncvr (.1,-utor *as accordingly granted to tint 

iJeirih’i re c in lie little doubt that, injj.c circumstances of tho 
times, the decision of Cromwell was sound, and that the power 
, ^ , a to the maintenance of a tndo 

csi“3rtL c„ me and the host.htj of the riil.vt powers 
Of IW fc wt- 11*. *Mk rt-’i-nt Ad\cntun,ra » ere thcr fine moor- 
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po rated with the old Company, and tho two bodies united 
m soliciting a confirmation of their pm ilcgcs ftom Charles 
tho Second at tho Restoration A charter was gi anted on th6 
3rd of April, 1GG1, winch, in addition to the usual commercial 
privileges, conferred the right to make pc ice and to wage war 
with any people m India not Chnstiaus, to seize and deport 
to Fngland all uaheensed Englishmen, and to administer 
justice The Company, which existed only for tiadc, was thus 
invested with the most essential attributes of government 
Ac<iui« tiao of In tho succeeding year Charles II married the 
Bombay 1662 . daughter of the king of Portugal, and received 
the lbland and dependencies of Bombay as part of her dower 
A grand expedition w as dispatched to India by the Crown, 
undci the Eail of Marlborough, to receive possession of the 
settlements , but aFter having held it for six years, the minis* 
ters of the Ciown found that jt cost more than it yielded 
and ceded it to the Company, under whose fostering care tho 
population has increased fiom 30,000 to 500 000, and the trade 
lias risen from a few lacs of rupees to thirty crores 
Viatica n The } ear, m which the Company acquired the 
Eng and. 1668 island of Bombay, is also memorable as that m 
^wlnch the first order for the purchase of tea was sent out by 
them to the Last Tea had been used at the period of the 
civil war as a “legaha in high treatments and entertain- 
ments, and presents to punces and grandees,”* and was s lid 
ns high as 100 shillings the pound weight, or 100 rupees the 
eccr But m 1G57, Thomas Garraway, the founder of Garra 
way s coffee house, which still exists in Loud in, was the first 
to sell it “ in drink made according to tho dncctions of tho 
most knowing merchants and travellers into tho eastern 
countries, and many noblemen, merchant*, and j lij sicians 
rcsoitcd to Ins house Change Alley to drink the drink 
thereof He sold it at a rale v arymg from 10 j to 50* the 
pound But it was not till ten jears after that tl c Company 
issued an older for ♦* 100 lbs weight of the best toj they 
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m England Ins increased from one hundred pounds weight to 
more than eighty millions of poonds 
treat* n Bsn Turning now to the progress of events in Bengal 

cal, i 6 <o — i 6 S<J With the excej tion of tv, o bncf intervals, the 
adminiitntian of the province was, dunng thirty two years 
in the hands of two pnnees of the imperial family, Soojah 
Khan and Shaista Khan, under whose jmld and beneficent 
rule it enjoyed repose and increased in prosperity Shaista 
Khan is charged by the factors of the Company with insatiable 
rapacity, but they winced under every demand, hoavever 
jietty, and they did not deny that he fostered their commerce 
and obtained mmy favours for them from Dellu Tn 
1GG4, the French under the auspices of the great minister 
Colbert, established an East India Company in the hope of 
participating in the trade which had enriched England 
and Holland Soon after n large French fleet sailed up 
the Hooghly and formed a* settlement at Chandemagi r 
Three years, after, the Dutch whose trade had been confined 
to BaJasore, wire permitted to establish a factory at Ilooghly, 
but eventually fixed on Chinsurah two nnles distant, as the 
seat of their traffic, and erected a fortification capable of 
re® sting the native power® wli cli thev named Tort Augustus. 
About the Bamc penol the Danes entered the river, and 
embarked in the trade of the country Bengal thus blessed 
with tranquillity and enriched ly foreign commerce, became 
the most flourishing proa incc in the empire The general 
tmdo of the Conipanv, which had been drooping for many 
3 cars, received a r eir imp i l«e from the raj id increase of pro., 
pent} in Fnglw d after the Best oration, and their exports rose 
from 10 lies m 1GGG to U0 lies of rupees in 1G82 Tic 
ambitious fortunes to winch this trado gave b rth in England 
created a brood of interlopers and gave n®c to disputes wl ichat 
one time threatened to embroil the two iIou®es of Parliament 
rniwunreof Si i sta Khan lia 1 been rclcaed from the gov cm 
l e tr»>!o, i&s. mint of Bengal at his own request and the Com 
jany s agents m CiLutt? fob? adraafage cl fa-? return to the 
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court to solicit a perpetual finnan to exonerate them from 
the necessity of taking out a fresh finnan on the nmval of 
every new governor, for winch they were required to pay most* 
heavily It was granted through his intercession, and received 
tn Calcutta with a salute of 300 guns The trade of Bengal 
had moreover acquired such importance that the Court of 
Directors who managed the affairs of the Company raided it 
to the dignity of a separate and independent Presidency, and 
Mr Hedges, the first go> eraor, entered Hooghly with a bod,) 
guard of a corporal and twenty European soldiers But tl e c e 
prospects were soon to be darkened by the wild ambition of 
the Court of Directors and the folly of their officers Mi Pea 
cock, the cluef of the factory at Patna, had remained neutral 
during a local emeute, and was charged by the Mogul governor 
with complicity, and placed in confinement, from which he was 
not released without much difficult) The Company s lucra 
tive trade in saltpetre was stbpped at the same time A 
nval Bast India Company bad been formed in London under 
high auspices and great efforts weie made to obtain a char 
ler for it , but the old Company wna still patronized by the 
Court, and w as endowed with tl e additional powers of 
admiralty jurisdiction, which authouzed them to seize and con 
Gscate the property of their rivals abroad They now soli 
cited the permission of the viceroy to erect a fort at tl o 
mouth of the Hooghly, or on its banks that they might more 
effectually intercept the vessels of interlopers Tlic reprt 
sentative of the Mogul bad a horror of European fortifications 
and, if he took any interest in the question of nval comj amts, 
must naturally ha\ c desired that the number of investments 
on whch he could levy contributions, should be increased 

I he request was therefore refused, and not without roson, 
for such a fortification would have given the Company tl o 

I I solute contiol of tl!T port and of the commerce of tl e J ro 
vjnee. But the \iccroy went further, and unposed a duty of 

per cent, on their goods notwithstanding the exemj Uon 
fie purtd by the imperial finnan. c 
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trim ihn feuch demands bad been often made before, and 
itogui*. tea. as often eluded by a liberal donative, but tbe 
Last India Company bad become inflated with an idea of their 
own power and importance, and determined to extort redress 
1 3 going to war with tbe Mogul empire They applied to 
James II for permission to retaliate tbe injuries of which they 
comphmed, and fitted out tbe largest ifhnament which bad 
crer been dispatched from England to tbe East Admiral 
Nicholson v. as sent out with twelve ships of w ar, carrying 200 
I icccs of cannon and a body of COO men, to be reinforced by 
400 from Madras IIis instructions were to seize and fortify 
Chittagong, for which purpose 200 additional guis were 
I laced on board, to demand the cession of tiio surrounding 
territory, to concibate tbe zemindars, to establish a mint, 
and to enter into a treaty with the raja of Arracan — in 
short, to found a kingdom But these ambitious projects 
were destined to asc\ero disappointment The fleet was 
dispersed during the vojage, and scicral of the aesscla, 
instead of steering for Clultogong, entered the Iloogbfy, an 1 
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hamlet of Chuttanutty, about twenty six miles down tbc river, 
on the Bite of which subsequently arose the magnificent capi- 
tal of British India There the viceroy renewed and spun out 
the negotiations till his troops could be assembled, when ho 
marched down to attack the English encampment, and Job 
Gharnock retired with Ins soldiers and establishments to tho 
island of Ingelee, at the mouth of the nver It was a low 
and deadly swamp coveied with long grass, and destitute of 
any fresh water It appears incredible that a man of Clm- 
nock s experience, tvho had been thirty years in India, rtrul 
who must have known the nature of that jungle, should have 
selected the most unhealthy spot in Bengal for an entrenched 
camp Tho Mogul general allowed him to remain there 
without molestation, well knowing that disease would spare 
his soldiers the use of their swords In three months one half 
of the troops were dead, and th^ other half fit only fot hospital 
rcn-diKm At this juncture, when tlic prospects of the 
lone t, less English were reduced to the lowest ebb, the a iccroy 

made unexpected overtures to Clianiock It nppears that 
Bimultancously with the dispatch of Admiral NichoUon's 
expedition from England, the Court of Directors instructed Sir 
John Child to withdraw their establishments from Surat and 
the neighbouring ports, and to commence hostilities on the 
western coast An English fleet was therefore cmjloycd m 
l lockailing the Mogul harbours, and tbo pilgrim ships wero 
captured The bigotted Aurungzcbc hastened to seek a re- 
conciliation with those who commanded tho highway to Mecca, 
and orders were issued to the governors of pro\ mces to make 
terms with them Chamock returned to Cliuttanuttj, »nl 
tho pacification war on the point of being completed wl en the 
aj pennneo of Cuptain Heath rekindled the flame Tho Court 
ef D-cct rs on licnniwj of tho failure of Admiral Nicholson’s 
exf»odition, instead of foiling up their ambitious jrojcct, 
determined to prosecute it with in rvwd vigour, and sent out 
reinforcem ntn unler Ci]tnin Heitb Immediate lj on ha 
ormal lio disallowed tho treat} then pending, and h it ing < ni- 
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barbed on board the ships under bis ^command, lying off 
Ghuttanutty, the ■whole oE the company’s officers, civil and 
■military, proceeded to Bah sore, which he bombarded and 
burnt He then sailed to Chittagong , but finding the forti 
fications stionger than be had anticipated, crossed the hay, 
and landed the whole of the company s establishments at 
Madras , and not a vestige was left of the commercial fal nc 
which had been reared m Bengal by fifty years of painful 
exertion 

RKonaiiat on This fresh insult exasperated the haughty spirit 

* ii> tie of the emperor, and he issued orders for the 
emv ror 1690 C xtupation of the English, and the confiscation 
of their property His orders were literally obey ed, and the 
English possessions were reduced to the fortified towns of 
Sladras and Bombay Sir John Child sent two gentlemen 
from Bombay to the emperors encampment at Beejapore to 
propose terms of accommodation Aurung 2 f.bc never allowed 
his passions to- interfere with lus interests He was aware 
that lus dominions benefited greatly by the commerce of tho 
English, tho value of wluch exceeded a crorc of rupees a year, 
that their ships of war could sweep his coasts and extinguish his 
navy, and,nbovcflll thatitwas in their power to present there 
sort of pilgrims to the tomb of tho Prophet lie was there- 
fore induced to accept the proposition of the comtm«si uers, 
and directed , the viceroy of Bengal to invite 31r Chained*. 
Inch to the province 

Shaista Khali, who had now governed Bong d for twenty 
years, solicited permission to re tin., and quitted Dacca in 1083 
On his departure he closed one of the gates of the city, and 
placed on inscription o\er it to commemorate tho fact that 
the pneo of ncc had been reduced during his administration 
to 320 eccrs the rupee, and heinterd ctcd any future gOicmor 
from opening it till rice was ogam solU at the same rate It 
consequently continued closed for tlurt\ six >i vrs 

.hm.mor Shaista Khaiiwas sncctcdcd I y Ibrahim Khan, 
c*i mu, lev. tin, bon of All *Ji.rdon, wlicto iinmo is ptrjK tu ited 
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by his canals Tllo new viceroy, who was partial to the 
English, lost no time m inviting Charnoch to re establish tha 
Company s fnctones in Bengal Charnoch, however, resented*- 
the humiliating as well as vague terms m which Aurungrcbo 
lnd conceded the restoration of the settlements of the English, 
in consequence, — so ran the proclamation, — of their having 
“ made a most humble and submissive petition that the crimes 
they had committed should be forgiven ” Ho l ephed that he 
could not accept the proposal unless the emperor granted a 
specific firman for Bengal, setting forth the precise terms on 
which they were to carry on their trade m future TJ o 
viceroy sent him a second communication, stating that several 
months must elapse before the finnan could he received from 
the imperial Court, and importuned him to leturn without 
delay, offering a compensation of 80,000 rupees foi the goods 
which had been plundered Charnoch could not resist this 
fnendly appeal, and embarked foi* Bengal with the commercial 
establishments of the Company, and on the 24th of August, 
1C90, hoisted the standard of England on the banks of tho 
Booghly, and laid the foundation of the city of Calcutta 
But he did not survive this memorable event more than two 
years Hu name is perpetuated at Barrackporc, which the 
natives still continue to designate Acbanul , and a simplo monu 
ment m the churchyard of St John s, in Calcutta, marks tho 
grave of the man who founded the “ city of palaqet- ” It was 
not however, till eight years after that the agent of the Com- 
pany was enabled to obtain permission, by a present of 1 C 000 
rupees to the a iccroy, to purchase tho three villages of Calcutta, 
Chuttanutty, and Govmdpore, on which the city stand** j 
though the Court of Dnectoiu did not fail to remark that 
“ they considered the price very high ” 
a mi* uooofiho The sudden spasm of ambition which sci7cd tl t 
Counsel) icd- Court of Directors, in 1GS5, and induced tliLin to 
fit out tins grand armament to establish a political power 
in India, did not, however, list more thin fi\e jears The 
d) mg indication of it apj cars in llidir despatch of IG33 » Tl o 
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increase of our revenue is the subject of Jur care as much as v 
our trade, ’tia that must maintain our force when twenty 
accidents may mtenipt our trade , ’tis that must m ihe us 
a nation m India, without that we ore but as a great 
number of interlopers, united by bis Maj stj’s charter, 
at only to trade where nobody of power thinks it their 
interest to oppose us , and upon this aryount it is that the 
wi e Dutch, m all their general advices that we have seen, 
write ten paragraphs concerning their government, their 
civ 3 and military policy, warfare, and the increase of their 
revenue, for one paragraph they write conctrung their trade 
But adversity was not lost upon the Court i f Directors , from 
this time forward, and for more than fifty years, their views 
were confined so cxdu&ivolj to the pursuits of commerce that 
W the year 1751, only three a cars before the battle of Has y,v 
which laid the foundation of thfir magnificent empire, tlicv con 
tmued to inculcate on their tenants, the necessity of “avoid 
mg au expense c manner of living, and of considering them 
se ves the representatives of a body of merchants, for which a 
decent frugality would be much more in character ” 

Fn-,iac»uoiu of After the establishment of the factory at Cal- 
c »2 una, Jess entta, the Court of Directors were anxious to phcc 
it m a state of defence They felt that their existence in 
India during the recent convulsion lnd been owing eolclj 
to the fortrcfes of Madras and Bombay, which were miprcg 
noble to the assaults of anv native force Those forts had 
been erected before the Mogul authority was extended over 
the territory in which they were situated , hut any iuerca«o 
of such defences was prohibited by the pohev of the empire 
Ibrahim Khan, the viceroy of Bengal, resisted all the lmpor-^ 
tnnitiCb of the Company s chief to fortify Calcutta, though it 
was baded by an offer of 40 000 rupees But five jcais 
after that settlement had been estaTbahed an uncsjcctcd 
event ltd to the gratification of this wish. Sohha Sing, a- 
landed proprietor of Burdwan, irritated ly the proceedings of 
his superior, created a rebdffiOD, and invited Aufum STian, tfu. 
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tude of competitors , tut the Company were enabled to obtain 
a confirmation of tlieir exclusive privileges from the Crown in 
1693 A few months after this event the House of Commons 
passed a resolution to the effect “ that it is the right of all 
Englishmen to trade to the East Indies, 01 any part of the 
world, unless prohibited by Act of Parliament ’ This gave 
fresh animation to the interlopers, and many of them turned 
pirates, attacl ing the Mogul ships and plundering the Mecca 
pilgrims In revenge for these injuries, the Mogul governor 
of burnt arrested fifty three of the Company’s servant's, and 
put them in irons, and they were not liberated without the 
payment of heavy contributions In 1698 the interlopers, 
and others who were eager to participate in the trade of tho 
East, presented a petition to Paihament for a charter, and 
accompanied it with the tempting offer of accommodating tho 
treasury with a loan of two ^mUions sterling, at eight per 
Cent Their exertions were successful, and the old Com 
pany, who had established British interests m India by i 
ceutury of labour and expense, bang unable to offer moro 
than 700,000/, were ordered to wind up their affairs and 
expire in three years Bat the rivalry of the two bodies was 
found, oven in the first year, to inflict the most serious injury 
on the national interests m India At Surat the gentlemen 
on the staff of the old Company wero seized by the agents of 
tho new body, and convoked through the streets like male- 
factors, with their hands bound behind them, and delivered as 
prisoners into the custody of the Mogul governor In -every 
market tho competition of the two bodies created a scarcity , 
and enhanced the price of goods The olhcers of the native 
government, courted hy two patties, received bribes from 
eacu, and oppressed both * Two East India Companies," 
exclaimed tl c old Court of Directors, £ can no moro subsist 
without destroying each other than two kings regnant at the 
same tune m the 6ame kingdom , that now a aval battle was 
to be fought between tbera^and two or three years must end 
this war, as the old or the new must give vv ay " 
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fleet A squadron of four ships of war was^ent agamat them 
under Commodore Warren, but one of his vessels ms wrecked, 
and so lax was the naval di ciplme of the penod, that the 
other three, instead of going in pursuit of the pirates, returned 
to England laden with cargoes of private merchandize The 
emperor, on hearing of these renewed prracic«, ordered the 
at llmsador to furnish security for the restoration of the cap- 
tured vessels, and to enter into an engagement to prevent all 
piracies in future T\ ith this unreasonable request he of 
course refused to comply , on which he was informed that ho 
knew bis way bach to England lie left the camp after seven 
months of fruitless negotiation, with a letter and a sword from 
Aurungzcbe to the King of England and thus ended a mission 
winch had cost the new Company nearly sev cn lacs of rupees 
The embassy itself was a mistake One of Cromwell s ambas 
sador* — a sixty four gun ship which spoke all languages, and 
never took a refusal — would have been far more efficacious 
with tins unprincipled court Sir John Gajcr and the other 
servants of the new Company at Snrat would not tl en have 
been consigned to a jail as a retaliation for piracies they had 
no means of preventing 

Vii on of t*ie The King the Parliament, and the nation le 
Coo panic*, i 02 . came at length sensible of the fatal results of the 
malty tliej had cicatcd and the two Companies were amal 
gamated b> universal consent, under the title of the “ Unite 1 
Company of Merchants trading to the East, the indenture of 
wl ich parsed tl e Great Seal on the 22nd of July, 1702 On 
the completion of this union the Court of Directors, formed b> 
the selection of an equal number from each Company, wroto to 
their representative at Calcutta, that “now they were esta 
Wished b} a Pailiamentary authority they deemed it a duty 
me unlont on them to EngUnd and their posterity to propa 
gate tl e future interests of the nation in' India with vigour " 
Hicy directed their attention to the building of the town of 
Calcutta, and give minute directions regarding its streets and 
h uwCs* They conq tided trie fort, surrounded it with an 
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entrenchment, atJj mounted it with cannon The military 
commandant of Ilooghlj was, on the occasion of a dispute 
v, ith the Company s chief, deterred its strength from attack- 
ing it, and the native merchants who resorted to it in large' 
numbers were inspired with increased confidence The Couit 
of Directors then remodelled their Indian establishment, fixing 
the salaij of the |*rtsi lent at 300/ , of the eight members of 
council at 40/ , of the junior merchants nt 30/, the factors at 
lo/, and the writers at 51 , but these inadequate salaries 
were eked out by the addition of commons, an annual sujply 
of madeira, and the pnulego of private trade The trade 
proved 60 lucrative that we find the Directors soon after this 
period, complain that even the junior servants sat down to 
dinner with a band of music, and rode out in a coach and four 
con «ti «u ^ rom this time forward to the battle of Plassej 
ricvn-j i oo- the history of Calcutta is little ehe but a chronicle 
of tho exactions 6f the native government and 
the resistance, alternately bold and feeble, of the Corapanj u 
agents On oue occasion the Directors complain that the 
extortions by the Fouzdar of Ilooghlj , who “ was merely tl c 
jackal of the prince and the dew an to discover the prej, had 
made a great hole in tLeir cash ” Then, again, they remon 
strate against the exorbitant demand oF 30 000 rupees b> the 
nabob — that is, the viceroy — and recommend greater discrc 
tion to their agents Two years after, the % nabob makes a 
new demand of CO 000 rupees, but is pacified with half that 
sum The year after, the sum of 22 000 rupees is “ squeezed 
out of them by the Patna king Again m 1717, they com 
plain that * the horse leeches of Moorshedabad had been prac 
tiding on their servants “ It was actual war which made 
Aumugzebe restore their privileges” Their servants are 
*V therefore ordered to stop, but not to seize, the vessels of tl e 
Mogul, “ for reprisals, like extreme unction, must never be 
used except in the last extremity ’ “ They never thought of 

carrying their contests so far as an open rupture with the 
t uxroy of the whole country, though it might be expedient to 
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Bpcak and look big with the under governor'! 1 Bat tin** 
brought them no respite Soon after, their native agent was 
“chabooked, * or flagellated at Moorshedabad to extort a 
bond of 45,000 rupees from him, which was coramnted to 
20,000 rupees. Even so late as 1750, the President, ha* mg 
seized and confiscated the vessel of an Armenian interloper, 
was fined a lac and a half of rupees to compensate the mer- 
chant, of winch, however, he never received more than 20,000 
rupees It was amidst the constant recurrence of these out 
ngeous demands that the President and council in Calcutta 
contrived to carry on the trade of the Company till the young 
nabob of Moorshedabad filled up the measure of iniquity by 
the each of Calcutta and the atrocity of the Black Hole, and 
Clive marched up to Moorshedabad and seated a nabob of his 
own on the throne of the three provmccB 
Moorshed Kooiee In the year 1702 Meer Jiffer was appointed 
ih * n- 1 ^ dewan of Bengaf, and eventually viceroy of the 
three soubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa lie was the 
son of a poor brahmin in the Deccan, and was purchased and 
circumcised by a Persian merchant of Ispahan, on whose death 
he was manumitted He then entered the public service, 
where his talents attracted the notice of Aurvmgzebe ami led 
eventually to Ins being intrusted with the finana s of Bengal 
At the same time he was dignified with the title of Moorshed 
Kooiee Khan, which was perpetuated In the new capital wluch | 
he founded, Moorshedabad 

7m f to II c manifested no little jealousy of the growing 

K.W. ins - power of the C >mpany, uid interfered to such an 
extent with their trade that the President was induced to 
ser d an emba<s\ to Delhi to seek n redress of grievances 
Two of the senior officers m the service w ere selected for this 
r>r ec , 1 ut their appeal was thwarted ^t, every point by the 
M 0 eids of the Bengal viceroy, aid not le*a ly the profligate 
courtiers of Feroksl ere At length, houcicr, (hurnmsnn 
w is unexpectedly crowned with success when they were on 
the e of abandoning it. The emperor, as s ated iu a former 
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Llnptcr, was bet&thed to the daughter of Ajeet Sing, the 
laja of Jondhpore, whom Hussein Ah Ind brought with him 
to the court But the marriage was interrupted by a disea’tb 
from which the imperial physicians were unable to relievo 
J Fcrohsherc The surgeon of the embassy, Mr Hamilton was 
called in and effected a complete cure Ho was desired to 
name Ins own recompense, and, with the same feeling tf 
patriotism which had distinguished Mr Bough ton, he ashed 
onlyfoi the concessions which the British envoys had hitherto 
solicited in vain His request was granted, and thirty four 
patents embracing the difTcient objects of the memorial w cro 
issued in tho Emperor’s name and authenticated by the imi*- w 
nal seal The privileges now obtained w ere, that a d /'fuel, 
or | ass, signed by the President should exempt the goods it 
co\crcdfrom examination by tho natn c officers of got irnment, 
that the mint at Moorshcdabad should be employed three 
dajs in the week in coming mohey for the Company, that all 
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with the ryots, to the exclusion of all middlemen. To facili- 
tate the collection of the public revenue Hoorshed Koolee 
.modified this system and divided the province into cfivllas, 
over each of which Jie appointed an officer to collect the rents 
and remit them to the treasury at Jloorshedabad. It was 
these officers, who, m process of time, claimed zemindary 
rights, imperceptibly enlarged thej power, and having 
assumed the title of raja, made their office hereditary The 
viceroy, who considered a Mahomedan a sieve, which retained 
nothing, and a Hindoo a sponge, which might be squeezed at 
pleasure, employed none but Hindoos in these financial duties. 
TJus will account for the singular fact that, at the period of 
the battle of Plassy, all the zemindary rajas of Bengal were 
Hindoos, while the government itself w as Mahomedan The 
viceroy was stem and oppressive in matters of revenue. 
D ^faulting zemindars were subject to torture, and some were 
dragged through a pond filled with insufferable ordure, which 
was called, in dension, lylvont, or paradise Before appoint- 
ing these fiscal officers he caused the lands to be surveyed, 
and fixed the assessment at 142,00,000 rupees, of which sum 
100,00,000 rupees were punctually remitted to Delhi year by 
year. The viceroy lumself accompanied this convoy of treasure 
the first stage out of Moorshcdabad The whole expenditure 
of government was covered by the remaining 33,00,000 rupees , 
hut so tranquil was the province that 2,000 cavalry and 4,000 
infantry were found sufficient to maintain the public authority. 
Rwiih-ooi Moorshcd Koolee died in 1725, and was succeeded 
«ttn. im. by his son-in law Soojah-ood-decn, a Turkoman, 
who was confirmed by the emperor in the government of 
Bengal and Ons- a, while that of Behar was conferred on 
another. He administered the government for fourteen 
jears, and punctually remitted the annnal tribute to Delhi. 
During these two reigns the sum abstracted from the resources 
of tlus flourishing province and squandered at the capital 
exceeded thirty crores of rupees. Soojvh augmented his 
army to 25,000, and adopted a more magnificent sty le at h-t 
court than Jus frugal father-in-law. The only event of any 
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note during his reiftn was the destruction of the Ostend Inst 
India Company established bj the emperor of Germany at the 
i factory of Banky-bazar, on the Ilooghly, opposite Chandcrj 
imgore The settlement of these interlopers was regarded 
Math feelings of intense jealousy by the Dutch, and more par 
ticnlarly by the Fnglisli, who declared tlicir intention to “cut 
up the Ostcnder’s trade by the roots and not simplj to lop off 
the branches ” One* of their ships was captured by an Fnglisb 
vessel which blockaded tlic Ilooghly. The emperor of Gcr 
many was induced, by powerful remonstrances, to withdraw 
the charter, and a bribe of 320,000 rupees from the Fnghsh 
and Dutch induced the viceroy to send a force against Banky- 
bazar, which fell after a gallant defence, and tho Ostcmkrs 
were clnscd out of Bengal 
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marching hack at las leisure to Jloorshedilbad with a small 
body of troops, when he received intelligence that the Jloh- 
rtttas were rapidly advancing with 12,000 predatory horse 
to levy contributions in Bengal, and the difficulties of Ins 
reign began 

ifchrampro- We turn now to the proceedings of the Mah 
cecdinci i s9 nttas after the departure of N jdir Shah It was 
a fortunate circumstance for India that Bajee Kao was pre- 
vented from taking advantage of the confusion of the times 
by the necessity of watching the movements of his formidable 
nrak, the Gaickwar of Guzerat and the Bhonslay of Berar 
Parsojee Bhonslay was originally a private horseman of 
Satara, who rused hunseU to notice m that age of adventure, 
and was entrusted with the charge of collecting the Mahratta 
dues m the province of Berar, where he founded the Mahratta 
state of Nagporc At the period when Holkar and Smdta 
were only comm lorlcrs m the service of the Pesliwa, Koghoojee 
Bhonslay, who Itad succeeded his cousin Par&ojee, was m com- 
mand of a powerful force of his own, with large independent 
resources for its support. While the Nizam was besieged, a« 
already stated, at Bhopal, he re isted the orders of the Peshwa 
tD join the Mahratta standard, and proceeded on a plundering 
expedition to the province of Allahabad Bajcc Kao resented 
this intrusion into bis own exclusive quarry, and sent on army 
to ravage Berar, but it was defeated by Koghoojee That 
leader was now sufficiently strong to entertain a jealousy of 
the ascendancy which the Peshwa bad acquired m the Mali 
ratta coifueiK and was intriguing to supplant him , in which 
dc’i'm he was eagerly seconded by the Guicfcwar The dif 
Acuities of Bajcc Kao's position were relieved by his own 
tact Koghoojee was persuaded to take the command of an 
expedition to tl e Carnatic, consisting of more than 50 00<) 
troojs During his ab ence Bajee Kao attacked Nazir Jung 
the second son of the Nizam, but was repuked with great 
vigour The war was protracted for many months, chiefly t/> 
tin. disadvantage of the PcAwa, and both parties, weaned 

<! 



226 BIAHEATTAS INVADE BENGAL [CHAP 

with a fruitless sthiggle, it length agreed to an accommoda- 
tion The Peshwa, dispirited by his ill success and over- 
Death of Bajee whelmed by |ns debts, started for the north, bat 
Eao 1 40 expired on the banks of the Nerbudda on the 28th 
of April, 1740 During the twenty years in which he wielded 
the power of the Mahratta confederacy he raised it to the 
highest position n^ India, and his power was equally felt on 
the banks of the tiolcroon and of the Jumna The impute 
and the confidence he gave to the ambition of bis countrymen 

continued, to animate them after his decease to fresh conquests, 

and in the course of twenty yearB rendered them supreme 
throughout India. He left three sons — Balajee Rao, Roghoo- 
nitli Rao, afterwards the notorious Raghoba, and the illegal 
mate Shumshere Bihadoor to whom he bequeathed his pos 
sessions in Bundlektmd. 

6ncce«iea i>j Balajee Rao ^yas placed m his father’s 6cat, 
Balnea bjo notwithstanding the strenuous* opposition of the 
Bhonslay, and obtained, from Ins feeblo so\ercign, a grant of 
Silsette, Basscin, and the districts recently wrested from the 
Portuguese in the Concan, as well ns the exclusive right of 
levying contributions to the north of the Nerbudda, with the 
exception of Guzcrat, and this brought bun into direct collision 
with Roghoojec While that chieftain was engaged in the 
Carnatic, Bhaskur pundit, who had been left to manage lus 
principality, entered Bcbar with a body of 12,000 horse, nnd, 
emerging from tlic Ramghur lulls, spread desolation over the 
western districts of Bengal. Ah a erdy was returning from 
Cuttack with a slender force when the Mahratta coYnmandef 
encountered him, and demanded the immediate payment often 
lacs of rupees , and, on its being indignantly refused, enveloped 
the Mogul army with lus horse, capturing its tents, baggage, 
and artillery, and reduced tl o viceroy to the humiliation of 
Th« luhmtu offering the payment ho had previously refused 
jio.su But the Mahratta now raided Ins demand to ft Ii*m- 
i7 "' dred lacs, ftnd All a erdy resolved to nui o* ciy rub 

rather than submit to the exaction A\ »th great gallantry' he 
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fought his way to Cutwa, where he considered himself secure 
from any farther attacks The rains had bv this time com- 
menced m Bengal and the Mahratta army prepared to return 
to Berar , but this resolution was opposed by iTeer JTubeeb, 
who represented the follj of throwing away so nch a prize as 
Bengal without an effort. Hubeeb was a native of Sheri?, 
in Persia, and had been a broker at Hooghly, though unable 
to read and write He entered the service of the viceroy, 
and bj Ins distinguished talents and spint of enterpnze ro«c 
lugh in Ins estimation , but haring been taken prisoner bv 
Blmkur pnndit was induced to accept service with the 
TIahrattas, and for eight years wasthesoulof their expeditions 
and the canse of incalculable misciy to BengaL On the pre- 
sent occasion he obtained a large force from Bhaskar ana 
advancing against Aloorshedabad, before Ah verd\ could come 
to the rescue, plundered the suburbs and despoiled tl e bank 
ing hou«e of Jugut Sett of twtfcrores and a half of rupees. 
On the appearance of Ah verdy, Meer Hubeeb rccro sed the 
nver, and hid waste the country from Bahsore to PLajmabal 
He got possess on of Hooghty bv a stratagem The wretched 
inhabitants crowded into the foreign factories, and more 
especially to Calcutta, for protection from this storm and the 
President sought permission of the nabob to surround the 
t** Company’s territory with an in trench men t It v 

d ich. i 12. was read lj conceded and the work was commenced 
and prosecuted wilb vigour, but suspended on the retirement 
of the enemy Tins was the celebrated Mahratta ditch which, I 
though it has d sappeared, like the old walls of London, still ' 
continues to mark tl e mume pal boundaries of the city, and 
has fired on its citizens the sobriquet of the Inhabitants ol 
the Ditch 

c.‘Mrtnn*5 itii- Before the close of Uie rams. Ah verdy crossed 
mtaistuMs*. tbe nver with the army he I“u! recruited and 
the JTahratta general was eventually defeated and obliged to 
evacuate the province Roghoojce who 1 id returned from 
the Carnatic expedition, determined to saj ] or£ ins pretension* 

<J 2 
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in Bengali and entered the province with a large army. On 
the first appearance of tho Mabrattas, Ah verily ha app 1 
for aid to the court of Delhi, and the emjeror invoked tuo 
Buccour of the Man, offering him au assignment on tuo 
Bengal treasurj > and a confirmation of the grant o a ' 
Bahjee Rao, will. Ins olil grudge against Eoghoojcc, rcawy 
accepted tlio otter, and marched with a largo force throug 
Allahabad and Helm to the gates ot Moonliodahad, where u 
is said to lias e exacted a ciore ot rupees from Ah 'crdyas i 
price of his sera ices, after which he marched against if’o 
lee, defeated his army, and despoiled him of the p an L ' 
had acquned Soon after, the two Maliotta chiefs found t 
their news would ho most effectually promoted by comrns 
to an understanding ThePtshwa agreed to assjgu 
right to lc\y contributions from Oude, Bchar, ’ 

and Onssa, to Roghoojee, who agreed, on his part, n ” 
interfere with any of the plaTis or acquisitions of the 
wa The next year, 1744, Roghoojee sent Bhashur P un 
to renew Ins ravages in Bengal, when Ah verdy lnveig 
lnm to an interview, and by an act of the basest treae c’T 
caused lum to be assassinated, upon which his army disperse 
Bci eiiion ot Ihis crimedidnot long remain unavenge 

Uiutaj ha, i7« n cxt year witnessed the revolt of his great g^- 
ral, Mustaplia Khan, who had been employed to decoy >® 
Mahratta general to the fatal conference Mtotaplii was 
head of the Afghan troops who foimed the strengt i 0 
Bengal army, and it was chiefly to Ills talents and valoui 1 
Ah verdy was indebted for bis elevation The govcrnme 
Bchar, which had been promised him, was refused y 
viceroy, and ho marched into that province with an arm 
of 8 000 horse and a large hody of infantry, and, at the sam 
time, invited thejtfahrattas to invade Bengal anew 
viceioy, menaced by this double attach, manifested t ™ 
most vigour, though then verging on seventy, and too 1 
field with the Afghan generals who still remained faith u o 
hun Mustapha was at length defeated near Jugudes tporo 
and slain, and Ins body was quartered and exposed on tne 
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walls of Patna The Mahrattas who were k&rancmg to bis 
aitl retreated on hearing of his death, but they returned the 
nett year, ami, for four successive seasons ravaged all the 
dbtncta on the right bank of the mer The recollection o! 
the so devastations was not effaced for generations, and to 
a late period in the present century the dread of the Burgees, 
bj which name the Mahrattas w ere designated, continued to 
haunt the natives from Balasore to Pajmahal The viceroj , 
worn out by the inroads which ha 1 f r ten years harassed 
his wretched subjects and rvl misfed his own treasury, was 
compiled, in 1751, to purchase peace by agreeing to an 
rcac« with ih* annual payment of twelve lacs of rupees as the 
Mahr&tta*, i si c j m t 0 [ Bengal and the cession of the province 
of Qnssa Tlie cAouf ceased, as a matter of course, 60 ven 
jears after, when British authority became paramount in 
Bengal, but the province contwyed in tho possession of tJio 
>.agparc family for half a centtry 
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hvl two d^nplihAr ( one mimed to tin nrjlior, Mortir AK 
the m >«t IrucuTi nl an t «nj nncijted prince in tin Deccan, the 
other to Chttndi Salat*, iln tin gti h1k.iI cqna!l> ly liw laliflt* 
ami tui IiIk mlity. In 173C lie ob'atmd posses*! »n of the lm* 
jirrgtnlle fortrcn of Tndunopoly by treachery, sided the 
surmunlmg country, and ext in guMiM the indejimlcncc of 
Oil rwgmng fnn^H, Fuon nftir nw the great JIahnttn 
tin nsion, nadir n 'gliot 1 *e Uhonslaj. Post Ah ndv nnced to 
QKi t turn, tut wns ilcfiutol and shin The Mihntta# then 
j roceoiled to tcay contributions m tacry direction, until t ity 
were bought off with tlie pnuntso of n croro of rupees, to t*> 
jvml l j instalment a !*y Sufdur All. the eon of Pont Ah, who 
now mummed the title of nal<ob of the Carnatic. Punng this 
irruption CtmniLi ^ dub j heed hn family, for greatir secant}, 
utuhr ttio protect i m of tho hrcnch at Pondicherry, which ted 
to important result* , 

o un.uKJ.iv 1 P°I n] »nly «f Chnndi Snlifl» had, however, 
excited apprthensione in tlio mind of Sufdur All, 
and It wan a jiart of his comjwct with the Malinttia thit 
they should rctuni tlie next year and extinguish hfl power » 
retaining tlie principality of Tnchlnopoly for therascUw 
They come down, accordingly, in 1711 and laid siege to that 
fort, which Chunda Sahib defend d with great skill and valour 
for tlircc months, but was eventual!} constrained to capitulate i 
and ns tie was considered tlio ablest and most formidable 
sol her in the south, ho was comtyid to Satara and placed in 
strict confinement. Moran Itao, tbo Mahrnttn chief of Gooty, 
with 14,000 men, kept possession of the fort and territory 
of Tnchinopoly A year after, Sufdur Ah was assassinated 
1} Mortiz Ah, who proclaimed himself nabob, but the friends 
and relatives of tbo murdered prince withdrew his infant 6on 
from Madras, v here he had obtained shelter, aud raised turn 
to the throne Mh hnwlnlc tho Isizam, w ho had returned from 
Pel hi to the Deccan, resolved to put an end to tho anarchy of 
tlie Carnatic, and moved down with an army httlo short of 
fc0,000 horse and 200,000 foot * AH parties hastened to make 
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their submission to this overwhelming foryc, and the Nizam 
placed the administration of the province in the hands of one 
of Ins old and faithful servants, Anwar-ood deen, as the 
guardian of the youthful son of Sufdur Ah, on whom he en- 
gaged to confer the nabobship when he camo of age The 
youth was soon afterwards assassinated, but 
bSuuttoS deen is not chargeable with complicity 

ofnatxi»»ofthe , n tins c nmo. though he obtained the benefit of it. 

lie was placed in the vacant post, and founded 
the family of the nabobs of Arcot, or of the Carnatic, subse- 
quent!} so notonous m the history of British India Sadut- 
oollah and his son. Dost Ah, had governed the Carnatic For 
thirty years with great moderation and no little advantage 
to the people. To them arc apparently duo the ment of con- 
structing those works of irrigation which diffased fertility 
through the district. During their reigns the country enjoyed 
a respite from desolation, and»fcegun to flourish The people, 
gTatcful for bo unusual a blessing, had contracted a warm 
attachment to the family, wliflo the nabob of tho hizam was 
const lered an interloper and regarded with a proportionate 
feeling of antipathy 


CHAPTER IX. 

xttoew or T11C rczxcn to mtabusii jls csirirE c? rcniA 
174C— I7GI 

vftrw *> We am now entering on a eeneB of exeats, 
rn>arr, i it which, though of little significance at tho time, 
I rodneed tho most momentous results, nnl tail the foun la- 
mu of i urr pcan sujrcmaeyin In ha. f»p to this time the 
I reach an 1 Ingb.li m India hid been engaged only m tho 
pursuit* of commerce, and tl ougU tl cy were rcpcatcdl} at 
war, during a pc nod of ae'enty years, in Lurofc, tlicrc " as 
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■without any reoiilt The French general^ impatient to plant 
the French flag on the ramparts of Madras, proceeded to Pon- 
jhcherry to obtain the co operation of the governor, Dupleix. 
Oupteix. He was the son of a farmer genera), and was sent 
in his yonth to India, where he embarked m an extensive 
trade with all the ports of the east, and acquired great wealth 
Having been appointed governor of Cbandemagore, he en- 
riched it by commerce till it became more than the rival of 
Calcutta, and left two thousand brick buildings as a monument 
of his enterprising spirit He was a man of inordinate am- 
bition and egregious vanity, but at the same time of vast 
energy and resources Ho had been employed for four years 
lb fortifying Pondicherry, when Labourdonnais arrived with 
plenary powers, but instead of co operating with him to pro 
mote the common interests of the nation, a jealous} of tlio 
reputation he might acquire, induced Dupleix to thwart all his 
projects. But the indomitable zeal of Labourdonnais over- 
came every obstacle, and his fleet was rapidly equipped for a 
descent on Madras On the other hand, the English squadron, 
sent out for the express purpose of protecting the settlements, 
was unaccountably withdrawn at this critical juncture, and 
the commodore abandoned them to their fate 


Optureof LabourdonnaiS finding the coast clear, lost no 
xuinu time in steering for Madras That settlement 
Srpitmter me. jj ac j grown upfrom an insignificant hamlet w 1610 
to a town of 2 d 0,000 inhabitants in 1716 The temtoiy 
extended about five miles along the coast, and a little moro 
than a mile inland After a century of peaceful commerce, 
undisturbed Ly the appearance of any enemy by land or by 
sea, it wa3 ill prepared for the formidable attack now impend* 
ing The fortifications, u Inch had never been strong, were 


now dilapidated, and the store of ammunition was scanty Of 
tho S00 Europeans in the town, 200 wc^b soldiers, and few of 
these had ever seen a shot fired in earnest On the 15th of 


September, 174 C, Labourdonnai3 appeared off the town with 
1,100 Europeans, 400 Malagasies, and 400 sepoys, or natno 
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soldiers, trained anjl disciplined by Europeans, an expedient 
winch tho French were the first in India to adopt After a 
bombardment of fire da} 8, during wluch tho Trench did not* 
lose a man, and tho English lost only fnc, and that by tho 
bursting of one of their own bombs, tho town nnd fort u ero 
Burrcndired. The French commander uas interdicted by 
hw instructions from retaining any of the settlements ha 
might capture, amllh?, therefore, laid tho toun to ransom, for 
the sum of fort} -four lacs of rupee*, mdC|>cndently of the mer- 
chandize, the military andnaral stores, nnd the mono} belong- 
ing to the Company Konc of tho residents were inoleat* d 
in person or property , and ituns agreed that tho town should 
be evacuated by the Fanch trooj* m three months, and that 
it should not bo again attached during tlio war Tho sneers-* 
aiul the moderation of Labmirdomuus on!} rental to Uillamo 
the animositj of Dujleix, who protested ngnm*t tho ransom, 
aiiddcehrtd that tho town and, factory ought to Jiavo been 
razed to tho ground 
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enem 03 be bid made in India by bis energy and patriotism, 
were favourably received, his great services Were overlooked 
and be was thrown into the Ba«tfle where be lingered for 
three years, and died of a broken heart on his liberation. 

011 <Iie a PP earance of habon^ onnais armv 

boot* a. before Madras, the "Nabob of the Carnatic, \n 
*“' 1 ° war-ood deen, sent an agent to Pondicherry to 
remonstrate on the presumption of the French m attacking a 
settlement in his dominions which was under his protection 
Dupleix endeavoured to pacify him by the protm e of ddiver 
ing the town to him when captured that he might ennch 
himself by its ransom. But after its surrender the Nabob 
dL covered that the promse had been made 0 nlj to cozen 
him, and he sent his son with a force of 10 Obo men to drive 
cut the French They advanced with confidence to attack 
thehaa&si b 5 Sattpeasa, sot eitve&ag a )> oa^sad, whom 
Labourdonnais had left t# protect the town. But the field 
pieces of the French fired three or four times ^ minute wl 3e 
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( Madras Tie goveijaor and the principal mhahitants were 
declared prisoners of war and inarched down to Pondicherry, 
where, under pretence of doing them honour, they were 
marched thiough the streets, amidst the jeers of fifty thousand 
spectators Dupleix followed up this act of bad faith by 
laying siege to Port St Dmd, another settlement of the 
Company on the Coast, abcut a hundred miles south of 
Madras, which was ‘‘at the time defended only by 200 
European troops The English chief solicited the aid of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, who was smarting under the disgrace 
inflicted on his eon at Madras, and rcadilj advanced with a 
large force A French detachment was unexpectedly at tael ed 
by the Nabob s general, and seized with a panic, and retired 
in disorder to Pondicherry with considerable loss Dupleix 
who had a thorough knowledge of the native character, now 
set himself to detach the Nabob from the Engl sh alliance 
Tbo singular departure of the Enghsh fleet m the preceding 
year, and the arrival of four French vessels with reinforce 
ments, enabled him to decry the one, and to extol the resources 
of the other An Asiatic prince never considers himself 
bound by anj principle of honour, or even consistency , his 
own supposed advantage is tho only rule of lus conduct, and 
he changes sides without the smallest scrujlc Duilcix suc- 
ceeded in persuading the Nabob that the English were the 
weaker party, and tho Nabob did not hesitate for a moment 
to abandon them Ilia son was accord ngly sent to Pondi- 
cherry to form an alliance with Dupleix, bj whom lio ana 
Tcccivcd with the greatest ostentation, and loaded with 
presents Tho French now advanced against St- David a 
second tune with a greater force, lut a large fleet was de- 
scried m the olTng, w Inch proved to lie an Ei gl &h armament, 
and the besiegers retreated rapidly to Fomlitlierrj 
r™ »«« it, Tina nrrn%ncnt, w\ ich had l cen despatched from 
o< ivnjjcfctny England for tho defence of tl e Comj anv s settle 
ms meats, under the command of Admiral Boscavvui 

armed off fort EL David on the 5th of Au 0 ust, and was 
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immediately joined by the vessels of Admiral GnfHn. The ' 
junction of the two squadrons formed the largest mantime 
force which had ever been seen in the eastern seas It con- 
Slated of more than thirty vessels, none of which were of less 
than 500 tons, and thirteen of them men of war of the 
Lne The English troops now on the Coast comprised in all 
3,7 ">0 Europeans, 300 topas es and 2,000 sepoys, equal to any 
entcrpn«e The Isabob still changing sides as the power of 
the English or the French appeared to predominate, promised 
flic aid of a body of his troops Every bosom was beating 
with the hope that the loss of Madras would be avenged bv 
the capture of Pondicherrv , but the English were subjected 
to a bitter disappointment The army began its march to 
that settlement on the 8th of August, and the siege was 
prosecuted for fifty dat s but notwithstanding the valour of 
the officers and men, it wa^ at length disgracefully raised, 
after more than a tlionsanchEuropean lives had been sacrificed 
Seldom, if ever, ha any siege in India cxlnbi*ed more egre 
gious blunders on the part of the commanders Dupleix 
announced the abandonment of the siege as a magnificent 
triumph of the French anus to all the various princes of Ind a, 
not forgetting e* cn tl e great Mogul, and he received from all 
quarters the most flittering comjhmcnts on lus own ibliti 
and the valour of his nation For the time, the French were 
regarded as the greatest European power m the Deccan and 
the English who had not only lost ll eir own settlement, 
but foiled to capture that of their rival* sunk into contempt 
c cven days after the retirement of the EnghJi forec, informa- 
tion was received of the suspension of hostilities in Enroj c, 
which ended in the peace of Vix la Cli3i«.Ile, and Madras was 
restored to the East India Company 

CTcrti e' Cl. This war, of little more than two years duration 
1*3 ror* 1 *** opens n new era m tl c pf lifics of India In 1746, 
n ither the English nor the French were viewed by the native 
rulers m any othef light than is iniffo "ivc traders By the 
end cf I74 p >, they had cbme oat as great nuhta-y powers 
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whose alliance or opposition was an object of importance to 
the princes of the country It might have been expected 
that on the return of peace both parties would lay aside tluir 
armour, and return to the counting house But as the 
eloquent historian of these transactions, who w as at the time 
at Madras, observes, “ The war had brought to Pondicheny 
r and Tort St David, ^ number of troops greatly superior to 
any which either of the two nations had assembled in India, 
and as if it was impossible that a military force which feds 
itself capable of enterprises should refrain from attempting 
them, the two settlements, no longer authorised to fight with 
each other, took the resolution of employing their arms m tho 
contests of the princes of the country , the English with great 
indiscretion, the French with the utmost ambition " 

Expedition to The English were the first to take the field. 
Deri-cotto, ms The little principality of Tnnjore, seventy miles 
long and Bixty in breadth, with'the history of winch tho 
reader is already acquainted, was at this time governed 1 y 
Pretap Sing, the fifth m succession from the Maliratta clncf- 
tain who had conquered it His brother, Saboojee, who 
had been deposed for bis imbecility, applied to the governor 
of Madras to reseat him on the throne, engaging to defray 
all the expenses of the expedition and to cede the town and 
district of Devi cotta, at the mouth of the Coleroon Tho 
English had no nght to interfere in this foreign quarrel, but 
their troops w ere unemployed, and the opportunity was very 
tempting Tms forms, perhaps, the only instance during a 
century of warfare of an expedition undertaken bj them 
without an} plea of necessity Tho force which was sent to 
conquer Tanjoro consisted of -130 Europeans and 1 ,000 6Cfn>} s, 
with eight Geld pieces and mortars, under the commaudtf 
Major Stnngcr Lawrence, the first of that long tram of heroes 
who have rendered tlleT British name illustrious on the jhma 
of Ilindostan The commencement of the siege was man- 
s\icwur Ttva typhwm vthwh. wslv-tcd. la tUa trwm&Mw, ev.aV. 
pome of tho largest of the ships, anJ inflicted such destruction 
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on the armv as to oblige tbe Major to retire to Porto Novo to 
refit It would be tedious to follow the varied events of the 
>6tcge, which was our first and most clumsy attempt to take 
an Indian fort, and which demos its chief interest from the 
circumstance that it afforded the first opportunity for develop- 
ing the genius of Clive The fort was captured after two 
unsuccessful attacks , but it had now bopomo manifest to the 
Madras Presidency that the cause of our protegee was un 
popular and hopeless The raja of Tanjore, menaced by Chunda 
Sahib, offered to defray all the expenses incurred by the Com 
pony in war, to cede Devi-cotta with the district amend it, and 
to grant a pension of 50,000 rupees a year to his disinherited 
brother These terms were accepted, and the troops returned 
to Madras. 

Pupirn.amM dVhile the English army was thus wasting its 
uoosaeiisni. strength on the walls of Devi-cotta, Dupleix. was 
playing a higher game II<? had 6cen a thousand European 
troops disperse an army of ten thousand natn e soldiers like a 
flock of sheep, and he had received the congratulations of tho 
native princes on the success of his arms He had at his 
disposal an army capable of any enterprise, and, in Hussy, a 
general fit to command it. He determined, therefore, to take 
advantage of the confusion of the times, and the prestige ho 
bad acquired, to set up a French empire in the Deccan. 
Chunda Sahib was considered by the natives of the Carnatic, 
the ablest soldier m the country, and the only man who could 
deliver them from the yoke of the hated Anwar ood deen, and 
Duplux at once perceived how greatly bn, ambitious projects 
would be forwarded if Chunda Sahib were placed on the throne 
of tho Carnatic by his mstrumentahtj He accordingly 
opened a correspondence with that pnnee, who had been a 
prisoner for c ght years at Satara, through the medium of his 
wife who was residing at Pondicherry under the protection 
of the Preach government After much negotiation Dupleix 
succeeded in obtaining the liberation of Chunda Sahib by the 
payment of seven lacs of* rupees, and ho ajpeared on tbo 
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confines of the Carnatic 'with 6,000 troops whom he had en- 
listed when the death of the old Nizam, at Hyderabad, gave 
a new torn to public affairs • 

Heath of tua Towards the end of 1748 Nizam ool moolh, the 
Nizam, H48 eoobadar of the Deccan, the great founder of the 
kingdom of Hyderabad, closed his long and eventful career at 
the age of a hundrec^and four His eldest son, Gh izee ood 
deen was at the time high in office at Delhi His second son, 
Nazii Jung who was with lus father at the period of his de- 
cease and in command of the army, immediately seized the 
public treasure and the supreme authority, giving out that 
his elder brother had resigned the office of soobadar to him 
But there was a grandson of the old Nizam whom he had 
chenshed with great affection, and who now aspired to this 
honour lie affirmed that it had been conferred, on him by the 
emperor himself with the title of Jfozufier Jung and he as 
ecnibled an army of 25 000 meD v mth which he hovered on 
the west of Golconda, watching the opportunity of action 
Chunda Sahib, hearing of the position and designs of the 
young prince, immediately offered lum the service of his swoid 
He was received m the camp with open arms, and Ins troops 
were at once tahen into the pay of Moznffer, who was per 
euaded to appoint him Nabob of the Carnatic, and to march m 
the first instance, to the conquest of that province, on the 
ground tint its resources would be invaluable in the struggle 
with Nazir Jung A communication was at the hatnc tune 
made to Dupluix inviting lnra to join the confederacy, and 
offering him great advantages for the Trench Company The 
proj osal, if it did not ongnntc with Dnpleix, was most accep 
table to lum, and a contingent of 400 Europeans and 2,000 
sejxiys was immediately sent to join the confederates Thor 
united force, swellq^. in its progress to 40,000 men, entered 
the Carnatic and began to levy contributions. The Nabob, 
■Anwar ood deen, advanced to repel the imasion nith a forco 
of only half that number, and a battle was fought in July, 1743, 
at Amboor, fifty miles from Arcot, which decided the fato of 
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the Carnatic. The armv of th ft Nabob waj completely rooted 
cluefly through the valour of Bn~sv , & troop*, the Nabob lum 
<elf was fchot dead in the action, and hn, son Mahomed Ah, 
tied to Tnchinopolv, where the family and the treasure* of 
the deceased Nabob had been deposited. 

Mo-rnfFer J eng marched the next da v to Arcot 

Hie Easts* jut ° 

>.ihoiEei -Vi ana assumed the state and dignity of soobadar 
1 41 of the Deccan, conferring th€ government of the 

Carnatic on Chanda Sahib From thence they p’Weeded 
together to Pond-chem , where Dnpleix received them with 
all the oriental ceremonies doe to the rank they had a^snmed 
and was reward'd bv the grant of eighty-one village*, 
Mahomed -Hi, on his arrival at Tnchinopoly, came to the 
coucluaon that it could not be succe ‘dully defended against 
the victorious army of Chanda Sahib, backed ba his French 
allies, although it was one of the strongest and most import 
ant fortresses in tie *outh JJe sent, therefore to implore the 
as. istance of the Engh h governor of Mad ms, who was, 
however, without anv instruction* for such an emenrenev 
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after two months ^liad been wasted in the siege the raja 
engaged to pay down seventy lacs of rupees to the allies, and 
to cede more than eighty tillages to the French, around their 
settlement at Cancal With the view of gaming time, he 
doled out the money in driblets, bnt before the first instalment 
had been counted down, Dupletx mfoimed the allies that Nazir 
Jung was approaching the Carnatic with an overwhelming 
force , upon wbicli tffey broke up their encampment in dismay, 
and retired to the vicinity of Pondicherry 

The army with which Nazir Jung entered tho 
MoiutTer Jong Carnatic to drive out the two adventurers did not 
tStiino ®hort of 300 000 men, one half of whom con- 

sisted of cavilry, and n tenth of mercenary 
Mahrattas, with 800 guus and 1,300 elephants He 6um 
moned to his standard all the tributaries of Hyderabad, and, 
among others, tho Patan nabobs of Cuddapah, Kurnool, and 
Savanore Their ancestors bad Jield those districts under the 
crowns of Becjapore and of Golcomla, and they themselves 
were at the head of the Fatans, who were constantly 
streaming down from Afghanistan to seek cmjloymcnt and 
plunder m India. The encampment of Nazir Jung uas esta- 
blished at Valdoro, about fifteen miles from Pondicherry , and 
the Governor of Madras sent an English force of GOO 
Europeans to join it under Major Lawrence Duplcix, on Ins 
pait, augmented the Trench contingent with MozufFcr Jung 
nnd Chunda Sahib to 2,000 Turopean bayonets. But On tho 
cve of the (lay fixed for battle, thirteen trench officers, who 
■were dissatisfied with their share of tho treasure obtained 
from the raja of lanjorc, basely deserted tlicir colours and 
icturued to Pondichcriy Tlio soldiers were panic struck, 
and follow cd their esamj 1c Chuntla Sahib fought lus a\ ay 
ba k gallantly to the Frcndi settlement, but Mozuffcr Jung 
Burrendered lumscFvto h s uncle, who took an oath to protect 
lum, and then placed him in captmty 
najnua tio-iui e umbilicus schemes of Puplcix ar en, 
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a, Temcntj mptcd by this reverse, bnt hj showed himself ns 
1719 great an adept in oriental intrigue as if be had 

icon bred a Mnhomednn courtier lie immediately opened a 
negotiation with Nazir Jnng, and w as allowed to send an 
envoy to his camp, who had thus an opportunity of ascertain- 
ing the precise position of affairs Though the mission of lus 
emissary was not successful, he discovered that the three 
Patau nabobs mentioned abovo were ^dissatisfied w ith the 
proceedings of tho Nizam, and ready to revolt Duplcix 
estauhshed a correspondence with them, and, with the view 
of securing tlicir confidence and intimidating the Nizam, sent 
an expedition to Masulipatam, and captuicd the fort, 
attached tho camp of Mahomed Ah, and, after a prodigous 
slaughter, constrained him to fly with only one or two 
attendants, and then seized on Gmjcc, the stronghold of the 
south, the siege of which had detained Zulliknr Khan nine 
years These dating exploits at length roused Nazir Jung 
from tho voluptuous sloth in which he was buned at Arcot, 
and induced him to send two of his officers to renew tho 
negotiations with Duj leix But Dupleix, seeing the game in 
his own hands, roso in his demands, and required th* 
liberation of Mozufftr Jung and tho restoration of lus estates, 
together with the acknowledgment of Chanda Sahib as Nabob 
of the Carnatic, and the cession of Masulipatam and its 
dependencies to the French 

\aiir June *t- Na2irJung, indignant at these audacious pro- 
tiUM bdJ posals, instantly ordered his army to march against 
ui ci, no the I rcncli Though it had been reduced m num 
ber by the dismissal of many detachments, fifteen days wero 
occuj it cl m marching a distance of only thirty miles Scarcity 
and debase began to thin its ranks, and the Nabob, weary of 
a war in w! ich In. had wasted a twelvemonth to no purpose, 
conceded all the demands of Dujlux, nnQHhcj were embodied 
in a tnaty But Biijlux had been for seven months in 
correspondence with the discontented nabobs, and on tie 
• u 2 
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maturity of the scheme, had ordered his commandant at 
Ginjee to pioceed against the camp of Nazir Jung, as soon as 
he received a requisition from them Their summons unfor-* 
tunately reached him before the ratification of the treaty, in 
total ignorance of which, he marched on the 4th of December, 
1749, towards the Nizam’s camp, with 800 Europeans and 
3,000 sepoys After a long and fatiguing march of sixteen 
miles, he came in sight of it as it Btretchcd over an area of 
eighteen miles, and immediately commenced the attack IDs 
small force was repeatedly charged by different divisions of 
the enemy, but his field pieces shattered their ranks, and by 
mid day half their army was m flight. Nazir Jung could not 
credit the report, that the French with whom he had just 
concluded a treaty were engaged in attacking his troops, 
hut when he was assured of the fact, he rode up with indig- 
nant haste to the three nabobs, who were marching to join 
the French, and BiDgUng out tjjo Nabob of Cuddapah, rc 
proacbcd lnm with his cowardice and treachery The Nabob 
lodged two balls in the heart of lus unfortunate master, and 
having caused Ins head to be struck off, hastened to present 
it to Mozuffer Jung 

WoiufTcr Jun Mozuffcr Jung was immediately released from 

i««ome< Kuin, confinement, and saluted Soobadar of the Deccan 
1 M “Never,” remarks the great historian of this 

period, “ since the daj s of Cortez and Pizhto, did so small a 
force decide the fate of so largo a bo\ crcignty ’ The new 
JSizam proceeded to Pondicherry, and was welcomed with a 
grand display of eastern pomp The day following his arrival 
he was installed as Soobadar, and Tuplcix, arrived in tho 
gorgeous robes of a Mahomed in omra, appeared as the chief 
actor in the pageant. Chanda Salnb was declared Nabob of 
the Carnatic, and Dnplcix was nominated go\emor on tho 
part of tho Mogul;* of all the country lying south of the 
Kistna Tims had tins dmng politician, in tl ohm f space of 
twenty months, outrun o\ cn Ins own large scheme of ambition 
He had not only created a Nabob of the Carnatic, hut c\ en a 
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Viceroy of the Decern, and had obtained {he supreme control 
of a kingdom larger than France 

r>«th of Moxuf But Mozuffer Jung wag not to enjoy this dig 
for Juoa i si mty long After having made a profuse distrln 
tion of the treasures of Nazir Jung, amounting to two crores 
of rupees among his partisans, he left Pondicheriy on his 
return to Hyderabad on the 4th of January, I7al, accom 
panicd by a French force of 300 Europeans and 2 000 sepoj s, 
under the command of Buss} He had not proceeded more 
than sixty leagues, when the three Patan nabobs w ho were 
dissatisfied with the rewards they had received on the occasion 
of Ins elevation, broke into open rebellion Buss} s force 
was immediately called forth, and Ins artillery swept 
down their battalions, the treacherous Nabob of bavanore 
wis hacked to pieces, and the revolt was quenched in the 
blood of those who had cxcitdd it. But the irritated Nizam, 
rejecting the sound adrice of Buss}, insisted on the pursuit 
of the fugitives, and was struck dead b} the jivthn of 
the nabob of kumool, who was m Ins turn slam in the conflict 
The whole camp was thrown into the greatest confusion by 
tins unexpected event, but Bu« y never lost his presence of 
mind Ho as cmblcd tho bewillcrcd generals and ministers 
and, such w as the uifluencc he had ac pinred, that he induced 
them to confer the vacant d gnit} on Salabut Jung tl c third 
son of the oil Nizam who was then a prisoner m the camp 
Tranquillity was immediately restored, and the arrm resumed 
its progress Leaving it now to pursue its march to the 
north, ml turn to the movements of Chunda Sahib 

Chanda Sahib proceeded from rondiel errv w ith 
J ri | 31 ® 000 of Ins ow n troops and 8 JO French auxiliaries 
to \rcot, m Ftbruaiy, 1751, to recent homage as 
Nalnab of tho Cxrnatic, and then aliariid to tl e s egt <f 
Tn<.lnjiopxl} Mr baundir* now G atmor of Ala Iras, felt 
that a gn at error had been c mmitusl in permitting Pup Lix 
to o\ ta n h ich a footing uv the s nth, and he resolved to 
counteract Ins schemes b} a mure dcc.«i\o ejpport of tie 
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can«o of Mahomed *Ah A large detachment wax accordingly 
bent to tho relief of the small I nghsh garrison coojtcfl tip In 
the fort of Trichmopil), but tho troops of our all) scarcely 
exceeded a tenth of those n«s tnhlecj under tho banner of 


Ghunda Sahib Captain Clive, vi ho necompiui <1 tho reinforce- 
ment, returned to Madras and urged on the Go\ enior tho im 
l ortancc of creating*! diversion, an 1 suggested an cxi edition 
to \reot, thccajitil of the Carnatic. Cine, the founder of 
cwwrofcii™. ^ lc British emiirc in India, had gone out to 
Madras in the end service of the Tast India Com- 


pany in 1711, and was present at the surrender of that town 
to Labomdonnais, two years after I olio wing the bent of 
his genius, ho exchanged the pen for the sw ord, and obtained 
an ensigns commission IIo distinguished luinself in the 
operations before Devi cotta, wlicro be attracted the ad- 
miration of Major Law rcncc * lie was also at the nbortne 
and disastrous siege of rondicherrj under admiral Boscawen 
Mr Saunders adoj ted Ins advice, and confi led the Arcot ex 
pcdition to his charge, thoagb he was only twenty six 3 ears 
of age at the time The only force that could bo spared from 
Madras consisted of 200 Europeans, and 300 sepoys and eight 
field pieces Of the cigl t officers who accompanied it one- 
lmlf were civilians attracted to the expedition by the example 
of Clive, and six of them had never been in net on But Cbve 
had Been from the ramparts of Madras a mere handful of 
Europeans defeat and disperse ten thousand native sol hers, 
and he liad confidence m his own powers During the march 
of the troopB they were overtaken by a violent storm of thun 
dcr, lightning, and ram, but they continued their progress 
with the utmost coolness, and tins circumstance impressed the 
superstitious garrison with so exalted an idea of tl eir prowess, 
tl at tl cy were allowed to enter the fort without opposition 
The expedition produced tie desired effect, Chimda jSahib 
w as obliged to detach a largo force to Arcot and the pres 
eme on the English ganison TncLinopoly was alle- 
viated. 
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The fort of Arcot was more*than a mile in cir- 
by cumference, with a low and Ugbtlj built panpet , 

* Bevcral of the towers were decaj ed and the ditch, 

where not fordable, was dry and choked up From the day 
of its occupation, Clive had been incessantly employed m re 
pairing the defences, but the place seemed little capable of 
standing a siege- Of his eight officers, one had been killed and 
two wounded m successive encounters with the enemy, and 
a fourth had returned to Madras The troops fit for duty 
had been reduced by casualties and disease to 120 Europeans 
and 200 sepoys, and it was with this small body that Clive 
sustained, for seven weeks, the incessant assaults of 10,000 
native troops and 150 'Europeans On the last day of the 
siege the enemy endeavoured to storm the fort, but, during 
a conflict which lasted more than eighteen hours, they were 
lepulsed on every point, and the next morning were seen to 
break, up their encampment and retire “ Thus ended this 
memorable siege," as Orme remarks, “ maintained fifty days, 
under every disadvantage of situation and force by a handful 
of men in their first campaign, with a spirit worthy of the 
most veteran troops, and conducted by the young commander 
with indefatigable activity unshaken confidence, and un- 
daunted courage, end notwithstanding ho had it this time 
neither read books or converged with men capable of giving 
lnm much instruction in the military art, all the resources 
which he employed in the defence of Arcot were such as were 
dictated by the best masters in the art of war ” IIis charac 
ter was completely defined in a single expression of the great 
minister of England, W llGam Pitt, when he styled him the 
“ Iicai en bom general ” 

Chunda Sahib atiU continued to beleaguer Tn 
rwtah.'i clunopoly with a largo force, and Mahomed All 
was induced, by bis terror, to m\itc the aid of the 
regent of Mjsore and Morin Rao the Mahrntta chief of 
Cooty, ns well as the general of the Tanjoro troops Clive, 
ou Ins return from Arcot, proceeded to Tnchmopoly, and waa 
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employed in vanou^ enterpnses of a minor character, winch, 
li6wet er, served to mature his military talents The cam- 
paign was brought to on early and successful issue by Majotf 
Lawrence, who, in June, 17o2, compelled the French comman- 
der Law, to surrender at discretion, with all his troops, stores, 
and artillery Chunda Salnb, deserted by his own ofbeers, 
yielded himself up to the Tanjonne general, who appeared to 
be the least lnvcterafe of his enemies The general took the 
moat solemn oath to conduct him in safety to a French settle- 
ment, but immediately after caused him to be assassinated, at 
the instigation of Mahomed All, who, after feasting his eyes 
with the sight of lus murdered rival, bound Ins head to tlio 
neck of a camel, and paraded it five times round the \v alls of 
the cit} 

n •coBiMitofth* -^ e war with Chunda Sahib had no sooner 
i ■« Urgent, terminated, than the English found themselves 
1 5_ involved in hostilitien with the alhes who had 

co operated with them in the cause of Mahomed Ah. , so 
uttcrlj impossible did they find it to shake off their connection 
with country politics, when once entangled m them, Tbo 
Mysore regent came forward and claimed possession of Tn- 
chinopoly and its dependencies, and thchiabob was constrained 
to confess that he had secretly contracted to transfer the citj, 
and the territory south of it, to the Mj sore prince, as the 
price of his alliance It is easy to conceive the disgust of 
Major Lawrence on finding that the fortrcs9 which his own 
government had drained their treasurj to secure for tlio Nabob, 
was now to be made over to a native chieF who had rendered 
no assistance, and whose fidelity was exceedingly doubtful 
He retired in disgust to Madras taking care, however, to 
leave Captain Dalton, with 200 Europeans and 1,500 sepoys, 
to guard the citadel against the artifices of the regent Mean- 
while Dupleix, having received large reinforcements fion 
Europe, proclaimed the son of Chunda Sahib nabob of the 
juttieofmimor Carnatic, and sent a powerful f wet to renew the 
Aug, 17 j- eiegc of Triehmopoly *But Major Law rencc ov cr- 
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took the French at Bahoor, inflicted a signal defeat on theft, 
and a second time captured their guns and ammunition. 

• The Mysore regent, seeing it vain to expect the 

\SbI acquisition of Tnchinopolj, or any portion of the 
*ei« the French. BUra 0 f eighty lacs of rupees, which he demanded 
m lieu of it, transferred his alliance, in conjunc 
tion with Moran Rao, to the French The town was regu 
larly beseged by the confederates, wEo experienced many 
vicissitudes during the two years the investment lasted 
These vanona actions it is not necessary to detail, and it 
may be sufficient to state tjiat the French were three times 
worsted by the superior strategy of Lawrence, and that, on 
one occasion, the English sustained a memorable reverse At 
length Moran Rao, on the receipt of three lacs of rupees from 
Mahomed \.li, consented to withdraw his force, and not to 
appear agam in the Geld against the English, the Nabob, or 
the raja of Mysore Before* his departure, however, lie con 
trivcd to extort a further 6um from the Mysore regent, under 
the threat of attacking him He was the ablest hnd the 
boldest native general of his tunc, and his little army, com 
po=cd of Mahrattas, Mahoraedans, and Rajpoots, was tlio 
most compact and formidable body of native troops m the 
south. They had stood the assault of European troops, and, 
what was of more importance, the fire of field pieces, w Inch 
were now, for the first tunc, introduced into Indian warfare, 
and they had unshaken confidence in each other, and in their 
chief 

1 he French and English had now been engaged 
,n mutual hostilities for nearly five ycar^ mad!} 
exl misting their resources in the cause of native 
pnni es The Court of Directors were anxious to put an end 
tn this auomalous and wasting warfare, and in 1753 made an 
can cst appe »1 to the ministers of the cron n for aid either to 
I nun ntc, or to terminate it The ministry ordered a squadron 
on l a military force to Jndi v and then remonstrated with tin. 
French go> eminent on the j rocecdings of their functionaries 
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m tlie Hast. Anxi^na to a\oul a war between the two cotin- 
itue’t ttic French cabinet despatched M Godthcu, one of 
the direfctore of their Fast India Comjianj, to India, with 
orders to eupersclc Dujlm, to assume the control of then 
affairs, and bring these hostilities to on immediate close He 
Handed at Pondichcrrj, on the 2nd of August, 1751, and all 
the schemes of ami ition m which Dnjlux had been so long 
engaged were at once quenched lie immediate!} laid down 
hs office, but Ins anility was soothed by being allowed to 
retain tlio emblems of h s “ Moorish dignity — his flags, and 
ensigns, and instruments of music, and tho dress of his nabob- 
ship, in which lie went, in great pomp, to dine with AL 
Godchcu on the feast of bL Louis ” 

, . . The negotiators, M Godchcn and Mr Saunders, 

Twiy mi wfii 

che m i f« »nd agreed upon a suspension of arms at their first 
i ix n ii. i m mcc („,g A cond/tional treaty was soon after 
signed the salient points of winch were, that both parties 
i should, for ever, “ reuouncc all Moorish government and dig- 
nity,' and ncier interfere m the differences of tho natno 
1 rmccs , that the possessions held by both nations shonJ 1 
leNcntually bo of equal \nlue, but that they should retain all 
t\cir acquisitions till a final treaty was concluded in Europe 
'Mahomed Ah was, likewise, to be confirmed as Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The balance of advantage was on the side of the 
French. Independently of the Northern Sircars, held by 
Bussy, they remained in possession of a territory yielding 
eighteen lacs of rupees a jear, while that occupied by the 
English was not of more \alue than ten lacs , but the Fast 
India Company was nd of the restless ambition of Dupfu\, 
wl ich outweighed e\ cry other consideration The treaty was, 
however, little respected by those who made it. The uk 
was scarcely dry before the Madras government sent an 
auxiliary force witlAhe army of their Nabob, to subjugate 
the districts of Madura anil Tinncvelly, and the French de 
spatclicd a body of troops to Buhdne Temore And as to any 
definitive treaty in Europe, eieiy prospect of it wasextm - 
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gushed bv tbe war, winch soon after broke ont betweeu 
England and France 

* Dujleix embarked for Europe m September, 

Fieoftopeix. 17j ^ He had expended n sum exceeding thirty 
lacs of rupees m the public service, partly from his private 
estate, and parti} from funds rused on his own bond Godc t 
Leu refused to audit his accounts and referred the adjust 
meat of them to the Directors of the French East India 
Company in Pans, who, to their disgrace, basely disallowed 
the greater portion of the claim under the pretence that there 
expenses had been incurred without their sanction. Do; lax 
was consigned to neglect and poverty — the second mat once 
of national ingratitude towards Indian servants He merited 
a dJfcrent return from hia own nation , fur, whatever may 
have been the defects of hn. character, the French never had 
an officer more desirous or more capable, of extending their 
reputation and power At 3 time when Europeans, without 
exception entertained a mortal dread of native armies he 
boldly encountered them in the Cold, and demonstrated their 
weakness, and, if he had been adequately supported from 
France, he would probably have succeeded in the gnat 
olject of his hfe — the establishment of a French empire in 
lucLa. 

rvjih ffsih-ro. before we follow the career of Bn=sy, m the 
im-juhma north it is ncce san to glance at the progress tf 
rous-*. j[ a ] a ff airs 5 ihoo, the grand on of Sevajcc, 
who had botn seated on the Mahratta throne for more than 
fft\ years, and had alwa>s been imbecile, now exhibited signs 
of idiocy — dressing up a favountc dog in gold Irocade and 
jewel and placing his own plumed turban on his head in open 
dutb lr YU sul s autnl pow er had long «mce pa^ ed into tl e 
lands of the Feshwi but the wife of fcahoo was his mortal 
fx 1 , and at tins cn u, endeavoured to weaken him by j>er 
Binding her husband, now m has dotage to a 1 j t ins kinsman 
the raja of Kolaporc But Tara B} e who had taken no share 
in Maliretta politics for more than twenty years, since tl o 
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death of her eon, now came forward and conveyed informa- 
tion to Sahoo, that her daughter in law had been delivered of 
a posthumous child, whose life she had succeeded with grea‘t 
difficulty in preserving, and who was now the nearest heir to 
the throne The Feshwa, whether he believed the story or 
not, determined to support it, and advanced to Satara with a 
powerful aimy Every avenue to the couch of the dying 
monaich was strictly guarded by his wife , but the Pcsliwa 
found the means of access to bjm, and induced him to affix 
his seal to a most extraordinary document, by winch all the 
authority in the state was transfeired to the Pcshwa, on con 
dition that he should maintain the roval title and dignity of 
the house of Sevajee, in the person of Tara Bye’s grandson 
Sahoo died two days after the execution of tins document, 
and the Peshwa dexterously constrained his widow to ascend 
tlic funeral pile by giving out that she had announced her in- 
tention to do so , and from suclt an announcement she could 
not recede without infamy 

Supremacy of Ralajce Rao, the Peshwa, immediately pro- 

ti e Peahwa, cl limed the adopted pnncc sovereign of the Mali 

,7S0 rattas, under the titlo of Ram raja The Mahr\tta 

feudatories who had been summoned to the Court, accom- 
panied the Peshwa to Poona — tlienccfoi ward the capital of 
Mahratta power — to confirm and complete tho provisions of 
^ bahoo’s testament Rughoojee Bhonslay received new sun- 
nuds for levying clout in Bengal and Bthar, the province 
of Malwa was divided betw ccn Tlolkar and Suidia, and tho old 
cabinet of Ministers was confirmed in office These appoint- 
ments were made in tho name of Rani raja, but thej served 
to strengthen the authority of tho Peslma The jear I7o0 
may, therefore, be considered the period at wl ich the power 
of tho Mahratta state was dcfiiutuely transferred to lus 
family, and tho descendant of Scvajee became a puppet at 
Satara But Tara Bjc, though se\ cutj 3 care of age, wad 
mortified lj this alienation of Jill power from the regal 
sceptre, and called to her aid tho troojfi of tho Guichwar, 
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now the substantive ruler of Guzerat ( At the same tune 
she urged her grandson to strike for his independence, but he 
bad no spirit for such a task, and she reproached him bitterly 
with his degeneracy, and then placed him i n confinement The 
Peshwa, who was then on a distant expedition, hastened to 
Satara, and, by an act of treachery which has sullied his 
character, seized on the Gmckwar, but left Tara Bye unmo- 
lested lie felt that by consigning the legitimate monarch to 
a prison she was m reality playing his game 
rrcjrtMoi To return to the progress of Bussy After tho 
tu»ir i*5- defeat of the three Patan nabobs and the eleva- 
tion of Salabut Jung, he accompanied the army to Golconda, 
where he and Ins officers received the most liberal donations 
In June the Uuzam proceeded with great pomp to the at} of 
Aurungabad, then considered second m magnitude and 
importance only to Delhi. But Ghazcc ood deen, the elder 
brother of Salabut Jung, wfco held one of the highest postB 
at the court of Delhi, on hearing of the death of Nazir Jung, 
obtained a patent of appointment os Soobadar of the Deccan, 
and excited the Peshwa by the promise of largo jajgccrs 
to come down and attack Salabut Jung The JInhrattas 
cmj lojod all the arts of their national warfare against Bussy, 
to whom the Nizam had confided tho management of the eim. 
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dispatched an envoy to Duplcix, offering him the most bril- 
liant advantages if he would detach the corps of Bussy from 
the interests of hiB nval and brother To conciliate Dupleix, 
he went so far as to send him a sheet of blank paper with the 
broad seal of the Mogul empire affixed to it, foi him to fill np 
with his own terms. But Salabut Jang cut pi orfc all his 
schemes by inducing his own mother to send him a poisoned 
dish, which she kndw he would partake of, when he found 
that it had been prepared with her own hands 

In| The asccndancj which Bussy had acquired at 
the horti cm the court of Hyderabad raised him many enemies, 
Si can i76i an( j even th e njinibter, who was under the 
greatest obligations to him, became his determined foe, and 
plotted his destruction In Januaiy, 1753, Bussy was oblige 1 
to visit the coast to recruit his health, and the minister during 
lus absence endeavoured to break up his force by withholding 
the payment of their allowances and subjecting them to a 
■v anety of insults Bussy was obi ged to return before his 
health was confirmed and marched with a body of 4 500 meu 
to Aurangabad whcie the court lay The minister, dis- 
tracted by the appeal ance of this force determined to seel 
a reconciliation, ro which Bussj, who wislecf to avoid 
extremities, waB not less inclined But to avoid all futuie 
occasion of discord regarding the pay of Ins troops, w Inch 
amounted to lorty lacs of rupees a jear, he obtained the 
cCbSion of the four districts on the coast generally haow ms 
the Northern Sircars By this bold strol e tl c French acquired 
an uninterrupted line of coast six hundred miles m extent, 
yielding a revenue of fifty lacs of rupees a year, \ 1 ich 
rendered them absolute masters of a greater dominion than 
had been in the possession of anj European power m Ind a 
iK>t excepting even the Portu 0 utsc The dstnets wero 
admirably adaptcd r l y the bounty of Pro\ ldcncc and tl e In 
d stry of the inhabitants for a large and lucraino commerce 
tley ViCre protected on one sdo by a chain of moun tame, 
ana ou the other by tho 6ca, find they idfordcd e\erj fa- 
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cility for the introduction of reinforcements and munitions 
of war into the Deccan 

Proceedm-s of The Peshwa, having completed hia arrange- 
ihe iniiratfcu, ments in the terntory ceded to turn by Salabut 
i 5M5 Jung and terminated Ins differences with Tara Bye, 
sent an army to levy contributions in the Carnatic, and the 
expedition was considered the most profitable he had ever 
undertaken Where the v llages and tow" is refused immediato 
compliance with the demands of the Mahrattas, the local 
officers were seized, and compelled by threats and sometimes 
by torture, to make a settlement Where no ready money 
could be obtained, bills were exacted from the bankers and 
forcibly cashed m other parts of the country When a 
gamson presumed to offer resistance it was at once put totho 
sword On the cessation of the rains, Rogoonath Rao, las 
fighting brother — the Raglioba.of British Indian history — was 
dispatched to plunder Gnzcr^t Prom thence he proceeded to 
the north with a body of Sradia’s and Hollar's troops, and 
after ravaging the territories still belonging to Delhi, exacted 
heavy pay ments from the Pajpoots and Jauts 
Attack on Bussy, on his return to Hyderabad at the 

Wjwre »wi Ra beginning of 17o5, found Salabut Jung about to 
T * nore ’ proceed to Mysore, to extort tribute The Sly so 
leans then before Tnclimopoly were acting in alliance with 
the Trench, but Bussy, as a feudatory, was obliged to 
“ attend the stirrup ” of his suzerain, though much against 
his will The imlecilc raja at Senngapatam directed his 
brother, the Regent, to hurry back, with Ins troops from the 
Carnatic, and lie was obliged to return without rcccivingthe 
smallest compensation for the lieaiy expense incurred in the 
supjKirt of 20,000 troops for three years in that luckless 
expedition So completely had the treasury been drained by 
this continued requirement tliat when file demand of the 
]Sizam had been compromised, through the mod ation of 
Bussy, for fifty six lies of rupee®, it became ne«s«ary to 
despoil not only the met nl**> of the court, female n* h til a/s 
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male, of their jewels and plate, but also the temples of the 
idols The next 3 ear Salabut Jung marched against the 
nabob of Savanore, who had refused to acknowledge In? 
authority Moran Rao had equally resisted the authority of 
the Peshwa, and the Peshwa and the Nizam marched against 
their refractory vassals with a combined army of 100,000 
men It was in the prcscrce of this force, the flower of the 
Deccan soldiery, that Bussy opeued fire on the fort of 
Savanore from his splendid artillery, tn such style as to 
astound the allied pnnees, and constrain the enemy to 
send immediate proposals for a surrender, and an nccommoda 
tion was soon after effected through his good offices 
Intrigues The superiority which Bussy had exhibited m 

agiuust Bussy this expedition served only to inflame t be am- 
1766 mosity of the Nizam s minister, and increase his 

anxiety to nd the Deccan of this foreign influence It was 
even determined, if necessary, Jo assassinate him As soon, 
therefore, as peace was concluded with Savanore, Bussy was 
ordered to quit the territories of the Nizam, who was said to 
have no farther occasion for his Bernccs He received the 
message without any feeling of resentment, and immediately 
began his march back to Masuhpatam but at the Bame time 
desired the government of Pondicherry to dispatch evetj 
soldier who could be spared to that port without any delay 
On the departure of Bussy the minister of the Nizam applied 
to Madras for a bodj of English troops to aid m completing 
the expulsion of the French from the state Th e two nations 
were then at peace, and a convention had been entered info 
winch bound the two Companies to avoi 1 all interference in 
the quarrels of the native powers But the bait was too 
tempting to be resisted, and the government of Madras was 
on the point of eend ng a large force to demolish the power 
of Bn«sj m the Deccan, when intelligence arm ed of the sack 
I of Calcutta and another direction was given to the expedi- 
tion Bussy, while jet two hundred milts from tho coast 
found Ins ammunition running euort and lim military chest 
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exhausted, and turned aside to Hj derabad, where his influence 
would more readily procure supplies of ewery kind On the 
14th of June, 17o6, he took up a position at Cliarmanl, in the 
neighbourhood of the city Salabut Jung, whom he had 
raised from a prison to the throne, summoned every tnbu 
tary and dependent in the kingdom to his standard and 
brought its whole strength down to crush Ins benefactor 
Bussy defended himself with Ins usual s^dl and gallantly for 
nearly two months, but his position was daily becoming more 
critical, when Law, marching up from the coast with rein 
forcemeats through a wild and mountainous trick, and 
baffling a corps of 25,000 men sent to oppose bun, succeeded 
m forming a junction with his chief at Charmaub Salabut 
Jung, m a fever of alarm, sent proposals of peace, which 
Bnssj was not unwilling to accept, and his authority became 
more firmly established in the Deccan than ever 
Batrr »i ti» Tox\ ards the close of the year, Bussy proceeded 
of»uc to the districts assigned to bun on the coast, to 
restore hia authority, which had been impaired 
during tbe recent conflict, and be devoted the nest year to 
the regulation of the government, in which he exhibited not 
less talent than lie had shown in the field. Early m the year, 
lie rcccncd a pressing request from the young Nabob of 
Moorsbc labad, to march up and assist lum m expelling Clive 
from Bengal , hut, on hearing of the capture of Chanderna 
gore and the imbecility of the Nabob, he resolved not to mo; o 
out of his irovince But, aa var bad now been declared 
between Trance and England, he proceeded to capture Vizaga 
pat am and the other Engh h factoncs on the coast, but 
he treated the officer? with the utmost 1 berality During bis 
absence from the court of Salabut Jung, tha,. lieljle’S pnnee 
was threatened with destruction b> the machinations of I is 
unprincipled minister, who had taken possession of the tort 
rcss of Dowlutabad and of hu> own ambitious brothers, one f 
whom, Nizam All, had obtained possession of the ro\al si il 
and usurped the authority the state The AlaliratLis ihj 
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not, of course, fail to throw themselves into the arena, when 
thej saw the prospect of booty The crown was falling' from 
the head of Sabbat Jung, and the country was on the eve 
of a convulsion, when Hussy started with lus army from Kaj- 
mundry, and, traversing a country never seen by Luropeans, 
reached Aurangabad, a distance of 400 miles, in twenty one 
days There ho found four armies assembled by the different 
parties to tike a share in the struggle for power and plunder 
Ilia sudden appearance, with a force winch all were obliged 
to respect, combined with the natural ascendancy of Ins cha- 
racter, at once extinguished all intrigues The authority of 
Salabut Jung was restored , the venomous minister was killed 
(n a tumult provoked by bis own devices, Nizam AU was 
constrained to fly to Boorlianporo , and Hussy, by a covp 
d'etat Bccurcd the citadel of Dowlutabad, the strongest m the 
Deccan 

Frtin Hob of Hussy, who had lor seven years exercised the 
Em!/’* pow*r chief influence on tlie c dcstinies of the Deccan, had 
11 J now reached the summit of Ins grandeur The 

provinces on the coast, winch were governed with great wis- 
dom and moderation, furnished abundant resources for the 
support of bis troops, and he had secured an impregmbl© 
stronghold m the heart of the country He had placed the 
interests of his nation on o foundation not to be shaken by 
ordinary contingencies T\ ith a genius winch was in every 
respect fully equal to that of Clive, he had succeeded in csta 
Wishing the authority of Franco in the southern division of 
India to the same extent as the authority of England had been 
established in the north , and it appeared, at the time by no 
means improbable, that the empire of India would he divided 
between the two nations But the power of the one was 
destined to permanence and expansion, the prospects of the 
otter were swept* away by the folly of one man At the 
commencement of tbo war in 175C, Lally was sent out as 
Governor General of the French possessions m Imho, and 
immediately on his arrival, partly from caprice and partly 
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from envy, ordered Bussy to repair to Pondicherry with all 
the troop3 not absolutely required for the protection of the 
maritime provinces Bussv, who considered obedience the 
first duty of a soldier, -withdrew his garrison from Dowluta 
bad, and, to the unutterable surprise of the native princes, 
•who trembled at the sound of his name, retired with all hia 
troops from the Deccan, just at the tune when he had become 
arbiter of its fate lie took leave of Ualabut Jung on tho j 
18th of June, 17o8 , and, with his departure, the sun of j 
Trench prosperity in India sunk, never to nse again 
warmth Francs The command of the armament winch the French 
—tally nsa. government fitted out m 1756, to extinguish the 
British commerce in India, was committed to Count Lally 
lie was descended from one of those Insh Roman Catholic 
families who had emigrated to Fiance after tho expulsion 
of James the Second lie inherited that implacable hatred 
of England which the exiles carried with them and was, 
therefore, fitted, as much by his own animosities, as by 
his military talents, for the mission on which he was sent 
Ho had been more than forty years in military sen ice, and 
had gained some distinction in the field but with all his 
bravery, he was headstrong, rash, and nrrogant He pro- 
ceeded to India with a powerful fleet and army, and, after an 
indecisive action with tho Engl sh at sea, landed at Pondi 
cherry in Apid, 17o8 Before twenty four liours had claj sed 1 
he was on his march to the Engl sh settlement of Fort St 
David It was garrisoned by 870 Europeans and 1, GOO sepoys, 
nud, l lit for tho extraordinary incapacity of the commander, 
might have made an honourable defence but it was scandal 
ously surrendered after a siege of only a month Tho fortifi 
cations were immediately razed by Lally 
L»j t attack. The go\ ernment of Madras naturally concluded 
ronjore. i «. tb a t Fort St George would be the next object of 
the victorious general, and they called in tho garrisons 
from the subordinate stations, and prepared for a vigorous 
defence Fortunately for* them, Lally was as resolutely 

s 2 
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thwarted by the civil authonties at Pondicherry, as La 
bourdonnais had been in 1746, and his movements weie, at 
the game time, cnppkd for want of resources To obtain /i 
supply of money he looked, m the first instance, to Tanjore 
Seven years before this tunc, the raja, pressed by the demands 
of Mozufftr Jung and Clranda Sahib, had given them a bond 
for fifty six lacs of rupees, which, as being of little value, they 
had made over to tlfeir French allies This document Lally 
determined now to turn to account, and proceeded with his 
army to enforce payment The town was besieged for more 
than a fortnight, a practical bieach had been made m the 
walls, when an English fleet suddenly appeared on the coast, 
off the factory of Cancal, on which the French army depended 
for its supplies Lally, who had only twenty cartridges left 
for each soldier, and but two days’ provisions m the camp, was 
obliged to raise the 6icge and return to Pondicherry, poorer 
than he had left it To his infinite chagrin, the French 
admiral resisted Ins pressing importunities and sailed away, 
with the whole fleet, to the Mauritius * 

Returning from Tanjore, Lallj amM in the 
•iep, oniiwnu. first instance to Arcot, which the venal governor 
i is—ss- surrendered without resistance Hussy who had 
now arrived in the French camp from Hy dcrabad, implored 
Lally to employ the great resources at his command in 
strengthening the position which the Trench nation had ac- 
quired m the I* izams dominions But Lally B head was 
CUcd with the magnificent project of dm mg the Lnglibli from 
Madras, and then from Calcutta, and, finally, from the coasts 
of India The wise counsel of Buss} was treated with con- 
tempt, and Lally scarcely condescended to read his letters 
Contrary to the remonstrances of the Council at Pondicherry, 
he now determined to undertake the siege of Madras 2 ho 
English governor* had taken advantage of tho rcspito 
^gained while LalJy was otherwise employed, to strengthen 
tho deft nets and to lay m a full supply of provisions Tim 
enemy brought up a force of if, 700 EurojtcniiH and 4,000 
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sepoys, witt 400 European cavalry, the /irst ever seen in 
India. The garrison consisted of 1,750 Europeans and 2,200 
fifcpoys, bnt they were commanded by the veteran Lawrence, 
supported by thirteen officers who had been trained under his 
own eye, m the wars on this coast. Lally sat down before 
the fort on the 12th of December, lT'iS, and the siege was 
prosecuted for two months with the greatest vigour There 
was no lack of military skill or courage on either side Bat 
on the 16th of February, when a breach had been made which 
the French were about to storm, an Faiglish fleet appeared m 
the roads The French army was seized with a sadden panic, 
the trenches were abandoned without order?, and Lally was 
obliged to retreat with precipitation, leaving fifty pieces of 
cannon behind lum 

Coete baste! In the course of the year there was an indea- 
wir i M 61VC aetjon a t S ea between the English and French 
fleets, and a variety of movements and counter movements 
by land without any definite result. Towards the close of 
the } car the French troops, who were twelie months m 
arrears oat of provisions, and m rags unable any longer to bear 
their privations, broke into open mutiny Lally succeeded, at 
length, m quelling the revolt, but was, at the same tune, 
constrained to take the fatal step of dinding his force, sad 
sending a largo portion of it to the 60Uth m search of money 
and food This movement gave a great advantage to the 
English , but they derived still greater service from the am 
vnl of Colonel Coote, a general second only to Clive, to take 
the command of the army He entered upon the campaign 
with Ins accustomed energy, and recaptured Wandewash, 
which the French bad occupied in the previous year In 
January, 1760, Lally moved up to retrieve this loss, and 
Coote compelled him to fight, to great disadvantage, in the 
neighbourhood of the town, which has given its name to the 
battle Independently of sepoys, the French brought 2 250 
and the English 1,000 Europeans into the field on this occasion. 
Lally sustained a complete and disastrous defeat, and Hussy 
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was taken prisoner ; but, in consideration of bis high cha- 
racter and his generous conduct to the English in the Northern 
Sircars, wub immediately allowed to return to Pondicherry. 
Victory appeared now to desert the French standard. During 
the year 17G0, Coote succeeded in depriving Lally ol all the 
places he had taken, and Ginjee and Pondicherry were at 
length the only possessions remaining to the French. Dally s 
troops were not only without provisions, stores, or equipments, 
but without hope of obtaining any. The supplies from Eui ope 
had ceased. The settlements of the French, in Africa, in the 
West Indies, and in Canada, were attacked with such vigour 
as to leave them no leisure to attend to their affairs in the 
east. The extinction of the hope they had cherished of es- 
tablishing an empire in India may thus be traced, indirectly, to 
those energetic measures by which William Pitt, the great 
minister of England, defeated, their attempts to establish an 
empire in America. « 

civtai* of Coote now prepared for the siege of Pondicherry* 
Pondicherry, when an event occurred which had well nigh 
, , ™' marred the prospects of the campaign. The fleet 

from England brought a new commission to CoL Monson, the 
l second in command, which -virtually superseded Coote. 
Instructions were, it is true, given that the commission should 
not be acted on during the continuance of the war, but Cooto 
at once yielded the command of the expedition to the man 
whom the authorities at homo had thought fit to put over Ins 
head, and retired to Madras. The gallant Lawrence had, in 
like manner, been superseded on n previous occasion, and this 
is, unfortunately, not the only instance wo shall have to 
notice in the course of this narrative in which Government 
has deposed a general from his command in the full tide of 
victory. In tho present case there was at least tilts excuso 
for the conduct of*thc people at liom6, that they were at tho 
time ignorant of the great merit and brilliant success of Coote. 
Monson was baffled and wounded in his first independent 
enterprise, and requested Cooto*to resume tho command of 



operations, winch he did not hesitate to do Pondicherry 
was now subject to a close blockade The brave garrison 
•held out till, even at the scanty rations to which they had 
been reduced, provisions were left only for two days Lally, 
worn out with fatigue, ill health, and vexation, capitulated on 
the 14th of January As the victors marched into the town, 
their feelings were Btrongly affected by the skeleton figures 
to which the noblest forms in the two Trench regiments had 
been reduced by long and painful privation Pondicheny was 
levelled with the ground The instructions sent to Lally by 
his own government to annihilate the English, settlements 
which he might capture had fallen into the hands of the Court 
of Directors, and they issued orders to retaliate, and m the 
course of a few months not a roof was left of this once fair 
and flourishing colony. 

Fate of Laiiy Thus ended a jvar between the English and 
French for the exclusive possession of commerce 
and power in India, which, with the exception of less than a 
twelvemonth, had lasted for fifteen years, and it terminated 
bj leaving the French without an ensign m tho countiy 
Their settlements were restored at the Peace of Pans, two 
years subsequently, but they have never again been able to 
raise their heads m India Lally returned to Pans, and was 
thrown into the Bastile Tho Trench ministry were happy to be 
able to turn the popular indignation created by tho loss of 
India, from themselves on the unfortunate commander A 
charge of high treason was brought against him which de- 
pmed lnm of tho benefit of counsel, and he was condemned 
to death by the Parliament of Tans, drawn through the 
streets on a dung cart, and executed the same day “ a murder 
'committed by the sword of justice ** Thus had the French 
government, m tho course of fifteen years, destroyed three 
of tLcir most eminent citizens, who haft laboured with un- 
exampled zeal and tho highest patriotism to promote the 
national interests , and the expulsion of the French Company 
from the shores of India ceases to rai«c any emotion of regret 
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v. lion it Is viewed *s tlio just ntnbution of their iniquitous 
proceeding*. t 
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i ROM the cArnrrr or caicitta to mr battix or pawn rr 
175C— 17C1. 


Duping theao transactions on the -const, a revolution was 
in progress in Bengal, which resulted m transferring tlio 
empire of India to a Furoptan power But beforo entenng 
on tlio narrative of these events, it is ncccssarj to glance nt 
tlie progress of affaire at Delhi, though they had long ceased 
to cserciso any influence on tlio desMnies of Ilmdogtnii 
AimwiKhm In the j car 1717, a new and formidable encmj, 
mr f rom t j 10 region leyond the Indus, appeared on 
tlio scene, in the person of Ahmed Khan, tlio cinef of the 
Abthleo tribe of Afghans, and of the acnerated family of 
tho Sudoozies, svliosc persons were held inviolate lie avas 
rescued from tho Ghdjics, when Nadir Shah appeared bcfor< 
Candahar, and at the early ago of twenty three, attracted 
the notice of tint conqueror ITe was present with him at 
the sack of Delhi the horrors of which he w as one day des- 
tined to renew In June, 1717, the atrocities of Nadir Shah, 
which are without a parallel on tho page of history, constrained 
his subjects to nd tho world of lam Ahmed khan imnic 
diately after rose to distinction, and extended his influence 
over the tribes around him, and so great was his success, that 
he was crowned at? Candahar before the close of the year 
From some motive of superstition, he was led to change the 
name of Ins tribe to that of Dooranee , but he will continue 
to be designated in this work, by his original title of Abdalee 
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His coronation was scarcelv completed before he tamed his 
attention to India, as the region in which his soldiers would 
tnost amply find both employment and plunder Having 
crossed the Indus with a force estimated at 15,000 men he 
overran the Punjab, and pushed on to Sirlund An army was 
despatched against him from Delhi without delay, under 
Ahmed Shah the eldest son of the emperor, who successfully 
resisted all the assaults of the Abdalees*for ten days, and on 
the eleventh, completely discomfited them and constrained 
them to retreat towards their own country The battle of 
Sirbmd was tho last expiring effort of the dynasty of the 
Moguls, and the last event in the life of Maliomcd Shah, who 
died a month after, in Appl, 174S, after an inglorious reign of 
twenty eight veurs 

Ahmed <^uh, Ihs son, Ahmed Shah, was m pnrsmt of the 
Emperor i ij. Abdalces when he heard of the event, and returned 
ThoEohdiM. to Delhi to ascend the throne SufderJuug the 
viceroy of Oude, was appointed vizier, and devoted his fin>t 
attention to the subjugation of the Rolnllas, who had been 
expelled from the provinces to which they had given their 
name, but had taken advantage of the invasion of the Ah 
dalecs, to re establish themseh es in it He marched against 
them with a numerous but ill disciplined arrnv, and was do 
feated b} a far inferior force The Kohillas pursued him into 
his own provinces, aud though beaten off from Lucknow, 
penetrated toAlliliabad, and set the Emperor and the vizier 
alike at defiance. In this cnn.rgcnc\ the vizier called up the 
Mahratta clueftams, llulhar Kao Ilolkor and Jyapa Sindta as 
well as the Jaut chief, Sooruj mull, and wittt their aid com 
pletclj defeated the Rokilla , and ohl ged them to 6eek refuge 
la the lulls. The Mahrattas w ere allowed to repaj them«clvcs 
hj tl e unrcstneted plun hr of the province, w hich did not 
recoacr from the effect of the e ravages for many jears. 
Before his retirement, Holkar, true to lus Mahratta instincts, 
exacted a bond of fifty lacs of rupees from the despoiled 
Kohillas. 
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The .^bdalce availed himself of these commo- 
ofAtacJ^b'^ tl0ns t0 mva do India a second time, and having 
i si overrun Lahore and Mooltan, sent an cm oy to“ 

Delhi to demand the cession of those provinces The vizier 
was absent in pursuit of the Rohillas , the emperor was -under 
the influence of a favourite eunuch, and the whole country was 
under the dominion of terror The provmces were formally 
surrendered to the invader. The vizier arrived at the capital 
too late to prevent this dastardly submission, but he mani- 
fested his disapproval of it, by inviting the favourite to an 
entertainment, and causing him to he assassinated The 
incensed emperor Boon found a fit instrument to avenge the 
insult, in the person of a youth destined to play an important 
part m the closing scenes of the Mogul empire This was the 
grandson of the first Nizam, and the son of Ghazee ood deen, 
who was poisoned by his stepmother The youth, whose 
original name was Shaha boo deen, but who is more gene 
rally known by his title of Ghazee ood deen, was courageous 
and resolute, but at the same time, one of the most accom- 
plished villains of the age He had l een raised to the post 
of commander of the forces through the favour of the vizier, 
but did not hesitate to turn against him at the bidding of the 
emperor A civil war was earned on between the parties 
for six months m the city of Delhi the Btreets of which were 
deluged with blood. Ghazee ood deen at length called Holkar's 
mercenaries to his aid, and the vizier finding himself no longer 
Qqual to the contest, consented to an accommodation, and 
independence of retired to his own government of Oude That 
\ Oude, 1753- province may be considered as finally alienated 
from the crown of Delhi in the present year, 1753 But the 
emperor was unable long to support the msolenco of his 
overbearing minister, and marched out of the capital to 
oppose him but was defeated and captured by Holhar The 
GhaKc-ood-dcen infamous Ghazee ood deen repaired forthwith to 
u ndftbtcm Maliratta camp, deposed the unfortunate cip- 
i*ror iim tnc, and put out Ins eyes, proclaiming one of the 
princes of the blood emperor, under the titlo of Alumgccr 
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TtaMAbfl m Dunn" these events, the yiner, Snfdcr Jung, 
int^on, lisa. ^ lc d | and Ghazee ood deen invested himself with 
’the office His insufferable tyranny soon after drove Ins 
soldiers to revolt, and he was dragged by them through tho 
streets, without his turban or slippers He was eventually 
rescued from their hands by his own officers and glutted lus 
revenge by slaughtering the whole body of tho insurgents 
In an evil hour his ambition led him to invade the Punjab, and 
to expel the officers whom Ahmed Shah had left to govern it 
That prince immediately crossed the Indus and advanced to 
avenge the insult Ghazce ood deen, unable to cope with 
such an adversary, repaired to bis camp, and made the most 
humiliating submission But though he obtained forgiveness, 
the Abdalce was resolved to obtain a pecuniary compensation 
on .this his tlurd irruption He accordingly marched on to 
Delhi and gave it up to plunder for many days All the 
atrocities of Isadir Shah’s* invasion were repeated, and the 
wretched inhabitants were subjected a second time, in less 
than ten years, to the outrages of a brutal sold cry Ghazce 
ood deen was sent to plunder the province of Oude and 
\hmed Shall 1 lmsclf undertook to pillage the tem tones of 
the Jants In this expedition he nflicted an indelible slam on 
his character, ly the indiscriminate slaughter of thousands of 
unoffending devotees who were assembled dunng a rel gious 
festival at the slinncs of Muttra Agra was saved from de- 
struction only by a great mortality which broke out m tl c 
Abdalce army, and constrained Ahmed Shah to hasten 1 is re 
treat across the Iadus The wretched emperor entreated that 
he might not be abandoned to the tender mercies of his ruthless 
vizier Ghazce ood deen, and Nujccb ood dovlah an able and 
energetic Rolulla chief was installed as commander in chief 
™t« on The attention of the reader is now transferred 
ti* suiniiar to the Malabar coast, winch h!ld for centimes been 

denominated and not without reason the pirate 
coast of Indio. Tl e western shore of tho Peninsula is as 
thichly studded with 1 arbours as the eastern coast, from tho 
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mouth* of the TTaoglily to Ceylon, is destitute of them 
Tor fifty years tbe pnfical pnncts on tho coast bid been 
mcrinsing in power and audacity. Among tbe most for*' 
mtdablo was Conajeo Angna, who hid raided lnmaelf from tho 
condition of a common sailor to tho command of the Mihntti 
licet, and then declared hi* indcpendcnco and set up a 
terrific piriftcil power, hoisting tint ho was as great a 
freebooter at bci aa the Peshwa was by land Ho esta- 
blished fortifications in every creek, bay, ami harbour, for a 
hundred and twenty miles on the Concin coast, hut hi* most 
important arsenal was m the noble port of Ghenah, about a 
hundred and seventy miles south of Bombay In 1752, an 
expedition consisting of three British ships of tho line and 
a Portuguese squadron attached Colaha, another of his ports, 
hut without Ruccess In 1754, his corsairs ovcrjxjwcrcd three 
Dutch vessels, respectively of fO 3G, and 18 guns, the two 
largest of which were burnt, ami tho third captured. The 
following year the Peshwa and the Bombay government sent 
a joint expedition against Angria and Commodore James 
attached and earned the strong fortress of Severndroog, with- 
out the loss of a single man Tho fort was made over to the 
Mahrattas, though their pigmy fleet of grabs had never come 
within gunshot of the place 

cu™ anires »t The Court of Directors viewed the progress of 
Bombay j7» Bussv m the Deccan with great alarm, and 
resolved to form an alliance with the Peshwa with the view 
of arresting it, and to send a powerful force to Bombay to co 
operate in this design Clive, on his return to England from 
Madras had been received with great distinction by the 
Company and by the Ministers, and to him the Court of 
Directors committed the command pi the troops destined to 
act against Bussy On his arrival at Bombay, however, in 
October, 1755, he found the government of the Presidency 
firmly and conscientiously opposed to the enterpnze They 
considered themselves precluded fipm entering upon it by the 
Convention made in the preceding year between M Godcheu 
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and Mr Snandcr^, of winch tlieir masters m England were 
ignorant when tins design was formed * Admiral Watson 
happening to arrive with the fleet from Midras about the 
same time, it was resolved to take advantage of the presence 
of this large armament to loot out the piratical power on that 
coast, which it was costing the Company five lacs of rupees a 
year to oppose An arrangement was accordingly made 
with the Pcshwa for a joint expedition against Ghenoh The 
Mahrattas marched down by land, and Colonel Clive and 
Admiral Watson proceeded by sea, with 14 vessels and 800 
Europeans and 1,000 sepoys The fire from the ships set the 
pirate fleet in a blaze within an hour The next morning 
Clive attacked the fort bj laud, while the Admiral kept up so 
vigorous a canounadc from the sea that the defenders were 
obliged to capitulate in half an hour In the arsenal were 
found 200 pieces of cannon, together with large quantities of 
ammunition and two large ^vessels on the stock-!, as well as 
t\\ clvc lacs of rupees The money was immediately distributed 
among the captors, without any reservation for the Mahrattas, 
or the Companj , and the port and arsenal were, eventually, 
made oier to the Pcshwa Admiral Watson and Colonel 


Clive soon after sailed for Madras, and, on the 20th of June, 
the latter took charge of the government of Su Dai id, to 
which lie had been appo ated m England. 
femj»*>wnh Tlic braic old Tartar a iceroj of Den gal, Ah 
•fh-rrov of venly, expired at Moorshedabad at tlic ago of 
Bengal, ns«. on the 9tb of Apnl, 175C, bequeathing 

tlic goicrnment to Scraja Dowlali, a grandson on whom ho 
lnd long doated. The jouth, though onl> twenty yearn of 
age, uaa nlreadj cruel and profligate bejond the usual run of 
purjlc liom princes in India The little understanding with 
which nature had endowed him was obscured lij intemperance, 
ho was the si no of parasites and buffoons , he had earned 
pollution into tin. families of the nobihtj, and had become tlio 
oljectof gem ral abhorrence before ho ascended the throne 
IIis young cou.Mii, Sokut' Jung, with a character not Usa 
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abandoned than his own had recently succeeded to the 
government of the district of Puinca, and sent large sums to 
the court of Delhi to obtain lus own nomination to the vice-* 
royalty of the three provinces Seraja Dowlah resolred to 
lose no time m extirpating him and marched with a large 
force to Pumeah, baton reaching Kajmalial he received a 
a letter from Mr Drake, the governor of Calcutta which gave 
another direction to ltis purpose 

Eaja raj bullub, one of the Hindoo officers wl om 

IHaputes irith ‘ , ... , , , n. 

the governor of it was the policy of Ah verdy to place in public 
C* cutts, itm employments had amassed great wealth in the 
service, and shortly before the death of the old viceroy had 
been nominated governor of Dacca His predecessor m that 
office had been assassinated and plundered by order of Seraja 
dowlah, and he was anxiouB to place lus family and treasures 
beyond the reach of the tyrant , he, therefore obtained a 
letter of recommendation from Mr Watts, the Company s 
chief at Cossimbazar — the factory adjoining Moorshedabad — to 
the governor of Calcutta , and his 6on, Kissen da^s, embarked 
I at Dacca with a large retinue, under the pretence of gomg on 
a pilgrimage to Jugunnuth, and landed at Calcutta, where he 
received a cordial welcome Seraja Dowlah, a day or two 
after the death of his grandfather, for winch he had been 
waiting, despatched a letter to Mr Drake, the governor, 
demanding the immediate surrender of Kissen dass and his 
wealth T1 c messenger, though the brotl er of tl e raja of 
Midnapore the head of tho spy department came m a small 
boat, and was expelled from tho settlement as nn impostor 
A second communication was 60 on after sent to Mr Drake, 
Ordering him peremptorily to demolish all the fortifications 
which the iSabob understood ho had been erecting Tho 
governor replied that the h>abob bad been misinformed that 
tio new defences had been attempted and tliat nothing in fact 
1 ad been dono \ ut to repair tho ramparts facing the m cr, m 
tho prospect of another war with Prance Tho itabob was not 
In a humour to brook the slightest' resistance of lus will , Ids 
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indignation was kindled to a degree which astonished even 
those who had been accustomed to the violence of his 
jjissions, and lie ordered the army to march down instantly 
to Calcutta 

ftxte of Fwt Calcutta was ill prepared for such an assault, 
vrffium, i 56. During fifty years of peace, the fortifications had 
been neglected, and warehouses built up to the ramparts The 
defencelc s state of the fort at this juncture was owing to the 
neglect of the Council, not to the inattention of the Court of 
Directors After the capture of Madras by Labourdonnais in 
1717, they were naturally anxious to protect their settlement 
m Bengal from a similar fate, and sent orders to strengthen 
the defences, however the viceroy might oppose them. Year 
after year were these injunctions repeated, and on one 
occasion no fewer than 2o0 recruits were sent oat, and 
the artillery establishment augmented to 114 gunners and four 
officers Colonel Scott amvyd at Calcutta ui 17o4 as com- 
mandant, with the most stringent orders to complete the 
fortifications, and, if necessary, to conciliate the Nabob by an 
offering of a lac of rupees At the same time the Court 
directed that none but Europeans should be received into their 
military service, but Colonel Scott represented that there was 
“ o set of men called Kashpoots, natives, on the banka of the 
Gangis near Patna geatoos of the fighting caste, and he was 
of opinion that when disciplined they would make excellent 
soldiers ’ The Court thereupon permitted the gammon to bo 
recruited with Rajpoots, and the nucleus was thus formed of 
that armv of which a hundred thousand endeavoured a century 
afterwards to subvert the British Empire In 1755 the Court 
stated in their despatch tliat the death of the N abob might bo 
dadv expected , that it wonld be atten led with great confusion 
and tronl le , that tho\ trusted their officers had put Calcutta m 
a state of defence , and that they were tol$<on their guard to 
protect the possessions effects, and privileges of the Company 
But these warnings were last on the authorities in Calcutta, 
who were heedful only of ihur own pelf, and whos*. infatua- 
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tion tip tho latest moment, waa exceeded only by their 
cow ardico w ben tbd danger came C 0 I 0119 I fcco tt d ic 1 m 1755, 
and all the works m progress for the dcfuicc of the settle^ 
inent were immcdiatclj suspended, the militia was not 
embodied till it was too late, the gunpowder, made by n 
fraudulent contractor, whom no one looked after, was deficient 
both in quantity and qnahtj, and there were onlj I7f men in 
garmon, not ten of jehom had c\cr 6 ccn a shot fired 
ec of col The army of the Afabob, 50,000 strong, ip~ 
cutto, June proached the town on tho 17th June Under 

1 JB- c\ cry disadvantage, Clive would have made as 

noble a defence of Calcutta as be 1 ad made of Arcot, but the 
governor was Drake, and the commandant, Mmchin Instead 
of cleaving tho space round the fort of houses and encum 
branccs batteries were injudiciously planted at a great distance 
from it, winch tho enemy captured on tho first daj, and were 
thus enabled tobnng a galling fire to bear directly on the fort 
itself At two in tho morning of the 19th a council of war was 
held, when it was resoh ed to 6 cnd the women and children 
on board the vessels lying off the town But as soon as the 
water gate was open there was a general rush to the boats, 
many of which were capsized and the rest pushed off without 
order or di&cipbnc After the fugitn es had readied the ships, 
n shower of “ fire arrow s, by no means dangerous, was dis 
charged on them, and the captains immediately weighed 
anchor, and dropped down two miles ont of their reach At 
ten m the morning only two boats remained at the wharf, 
into one of which, the governor, Air Drake, quietly slipped, 
without leaving any instructions for tl e conduct of the gar 
nson The military commander, A line! in, followed his ex 
ample, and they rowed down to the ships In all haste 
surrender of As soon as this base desertion was known, 

ClJcu “• nothing was heard on all sides but imprecations 
"When calmness had been in some measure restored, Air Hoi 
well, was by common consent, placed in command ni d it was 
resolved to defend the fort to the last cxtrcmijy It held out 



for forty eight hours, during wlucli signals of distress were 
made, day and night, to the \essels anchored below the town 
JThey might have come up with perfect safety, and rescued 
the gallant garrison with case, but to crown this scene of 
11 fainy , not a a e«sel was moa cd to its assistance On the 
21st, the enemy renewed the assault with increased aagour, 
aud more than half the remaining force was hilled or wounded. 
The European soldiers broke into the liquor stores aud becamo 
unfit for duty A flag of truce was deceitfully sent by the 
Nabob, and Mr Holwdl, seeing the utter helplessness of tho 
garrison, agreed to a pailey, during whic.Ii the enemy treach- 
erously rushed into the fort, aud the officers averc obliged to 
surrender their swords The Nabob entered the fort about 
five in the afternoon, and ordered Kissen chs=, the cause of 
these calamities, to be brought before him, but received and 
dismissed Lim avith courtesy ^Mr Hohvell aa as then ushered 
into ms presence, and he expressed his resentment that the 
jum m the treasury avaa found not to exceed five lacs of 
rupees, bnt gave him every assurance of protection, and 
retired about dusk to his encampment 

The Elatk Hole. The European prisoners avere collected together 
us« under an arched verandah, while the natia e officers 

went in search of some building in wluch they might be 
lodged for the night They returned about eight m the 
ea cuing and reported that none could be found The prin- 
cipal officer then desired the prisoners to move into one of 
the chambers behind the a erandah, which had been used as 
the pnson of the garrison Ormc calls, it a dungeon , but the 
room immediately adjoining it avas used as the settlement 
church for taventy eight years after the recovery of the town. 
U was not twenty feel square, and however suited for Hie 
confinement of a few turbulent soldiers, was death to the 
hundred and forty six persons, now threst into it at the 
ew ord s point, in one of the hottest nights of the most sultry 
season of the year The wretched prisoners 6oon became 
frantic with suffocating l^at and insufferable thirst. The 
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straggle to reach the window and catch a breath of air proved 
fatal to many A? length they began to sink one by one into 
the arms of death, and the few who survived that awful 
night owed their hves to the more free ventilation obtained 
by standing on the bodies of their deceased companions 
"When the door was opened m the morning, only twenty three 
came out alive — the most ghastly forms ever seen This is 
the tragedy of the Clack Hole, which has rendered the name 
of Seraja Dowlah the type of infamy among all the nations 
of Christendom Yet bo little did it appear to be out of the 
ordinary course of events m the East, that it was scarcely 
marked by the native community, and was not considered of 
sufficient importance to demand even a passing notice from 
the Mahomedan historian of the time The next morning tho 
Nabob came down to the fort, and inquired whether the 
Fnghsh chief still lived , and when Mr Holwcll was borne 
into bis presence, he manifested ^no compassion for hia suffer- 
ings, nor the least remorse for the fate of the other prisoners, 
but reproached lum anew with the concealment of tho public 
treasure, and ordered him to be placed in confinement Tho 
Nabob returned to Moorebedabad, after having extorted large 
Bams from the French and the Dutch, and confiscated all the 
property of the English throughout the country , and thus 
was the East Tndia Company expelled a second time from 
Bengal, as completely ns they had been seventy years before, 
in the dayB of Aurungzcbc 

Expedition to Information of tl m catastrophe was seven weeks 
»cow cxi m reaching Madras, where the military force con- 
cmta.DM. Figtcd of 2,000 Europeans and 10 000 scpojs. 
But, while the national honour required immediate timl cation 
In Bengal, there was a strong party in the council dc«irous 
oT cmjloymg the resources of the Presidency in assisting 
Salalmt Jung to <f pci Bussy from the Deccan, although tho 
Convention wl icli they themselves had entered into with 
M GodJicu was still fresh and binding Much tunc iru 
wasted in discu8sm 0 whether th8 expedition slimill lie eitit 
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to Hyderabad or Calcutta When the cotyicil at length camo 
to the resolution to retrieve the affairs of the Company in 
Bengal ill the first instance, further time was lost m disem 
barking the royal artillery and stores which Col Adlecron 
would not allow to proceed when he found that the command 
of the expedition was not to be given to bun Happily it was 
entrusted to the genius of Clive who was instructed, after 
the recapture of Calcutta, to march up*to Moorshedabad if 
the Nabob continued refractory, and to attack Chandemagore, 
if the declaration of war with France, then hourly expected, 
k! ould nmve before the tunc fixed for the return of the troops 
admiral Watson and Col Clive sailed from Madras on the 
10th of October with fi^e ships of war, and five of the Com 
pony's vessels, on which 900 Europeans and 1,500 sepoys 
were embarked. 

neraptn™ of On the loth of December the expedition reached 

caicuiu, i 57 Fulta, about forty miles below Calcutta, where 
Mr Drake and the other fugitives were lying in the vessels 
on which they had taken refuge. A Mogul fortificat on on 
the nver at Budge budge was soon after attacked. Mamck 
eband the hi abob s Hindoo general who had been left m charge 
of Calcutta, had arrived there two days before with a large 
seuifotcamcnt of horse and foot hut a shot happening to 
pass too near his turban he gave the s gnal of retreat, and 
the whole body of his troops marched back in disorder to 
Calcutta Not considering himself safe CTcn there, he left 
500 men to defend the fort, and fled with the remainder to 
Moor hedabad. Colonel Clive entered the dismantled town 
on the 2nd of January, and the fort surrendered at discretion 
To impress tl e "Nabob with a conviction of the power and 
rcsoluton of the English who had come to avenge their 
wrongs an expedition was sent about a week after to the 
important post of Hoogbly wh cli submitted without resist 
»nc«. 

The Nabob Jiad persuaded himself that tie 
s»i«ts 1 57 English would never again venture to set foot in 
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Ins dominions, and the news of these transactions fill* d him 
with indignation, and he lost no time in marching down to 
Calcutta with an army of 40,000 men Ch\c was anxious foe 
an accommodation, mid offered him the most moderate and 
reasonable terms But while the negotiations were in pro- 
gress, the nrmy of the Nabob was ui full march towards tlio 
town, burning down tbc Milages as it adt anted Two 
envois whom Clue bad sent on the 1th of February to request 
the Nabob to withdraw bis arm), if his intentions were pacific, 
were treated with contumely Finding a contest mcMtible, 
Cine determined to take the initiate e, and, on the morning 
of the 5th, marched with his whole force, augmented by CO0 
marine b, to tbc assault of the enemy’s entrenchment, winch 
lay to the north cast of the town But a little before sunrisQ 
he was confounded by one of, those dense fogs which ore 
common at that season of the, year, and although his troops 
fought with the greatest gallantly, they became bewildered 
and disheartened, and he withdrew lus force with the loss of 
more than 200 soldiers But the Nabob was still more dis- 
heartened lie had lost twenty- two officers of distinction, 
lie lnd uc\ tr been so much involved in the penis of a battle 
before and, passing at onco from the extreme of arrogance to 
the extreme of pusillanimity, hastened to make o\crturcsof 
peace, and on the 9th of February a treaty was concluded 
by which all their former privileges were restored to the 
English, and permission was given to fortify Calcutta and to 
establish a mint, and a promise of compensation for their 
losses was held out 

Capture of Clive was directed, and had engaged, to return 
ebandenujore, with the troops to Madras after the recovery of 
Calcutta, and he has been censured for disregard 
mg his promise , but m lus determination to remain xn Bengal 
he exercised a wist discretion Information had been reccn cd, 
through Aleppo, of a declaration of war between France and 
England on the 9 th of May in the preceding year Chander- 
uagorc was garrisoned with 700 Europeans Bussy, with a 
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•with the Company, — in which, however, they always com- 
plained of having ^oen overreached, — and by his extenstvo 
commercial dealings throughout the country He maintained 
the establishment of a pnnee in Calcutta, and rendered him- 
self important at the Co irt of Moorshedabad He accompa 
med Seraja Dowlah on his return to the capital, and became 
a great favourite with that weak pnnee He daily attended 
the durbar, thrust lixaself into every affair, and acquired such 
influence in the public councils that the confederates were 
constrained to take him mto their confidence, os the least of 
two evils 

cure joins the As the plans of the party proceeded, Jugut 
Confederacy Sett the banker, assured Ins friends that there 
was little, if any, chance of success without the co operation 
of Clive, and they invited lum to join them, holding out the 
most magnificent offers for the Company Ch ve felt “ that there 
could be neither peace nor security while such a monster as 
the Nabob reigned,’ and readily entered mto their plans not 
withstanding the reluctance of the timid Council in Calcutta 
A secret treaty was concluded between the confederates 
I and Clive, the chief stipulations of which were that I10 should 
march with his army to Moorshedabad and place Meer Jaffitr 
on tho throne, and that Mccr Jaffier should make the amplest 
reparation to the English for all Iobbcb, public and private 
The whole scheme, however, had well nigh miscarried, through 
tho rapacity of Omichund who came forward in tho last 
stage, and demanded, by the threat of disclosure — winch 
would have been certain death to all the confederates — tl 0 
insertion of a specific article in the treaty, guaranteeing to him 
thirty lacs ol rupees, and a commission of fivo per cent on 
all payments Clive, on 1 eanng of this outrageous demand, 
came to tho conclusion “that art and policy were wamntnl le 
to defeat the designs of such a villain , and lie formed tl o 
plan of deceiving the man by a fictitious treaty, written on 
red japer, whch provided for his demand, wlulo tie rial 
treaty, Mtlunt catcd by tho seals 'and signatures of tl e con- 
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trading parties contained no such stipulation Tliis is the 
only act in the bold and arduous career bf Cltvc, which, m 
the opinion of postenty, does not admit of vindication But 
it is due to his memory to state that, to the end of his life, 
he con«aentiou i =ly asserted the integrity of lus motives and 
of his conduct on this occasion, and declared that ho “ would 
do it a Iiuudred tunes OTer ” When the treaty was complete, 
hfeer Jaflier took an oath on the Kora»»to be faithful to his 
engagements, and to withdraw with his troops from tho 
army of tho Aabob, cither before or on the day of the battle 
Bite* or Clive, having concluded lus arrangements, ad- 

rui9j i sr droned a letter to the Jsabob, recapitulating the 

grievances of which the English had to complain, and stating 
that ho was coming to Moorshedabad to submit them to the 
judgment of the durbar He marched from Chandernagore, on 
the 13th Jane, with 1,000 Europeans, 2,000 natives, and eight 
pieces of cannon On the 17Jh he reached Cutwa, and captured 
the fort, hut looked in vain forMccr JafEer, who had, m tho 
meantime, taken another oath of fidelity to lu& master On 
tlie 19th the rains set in with extreme violence, and Clive 
paused on the threshold of the campaign, doubting the pro- 
priety of opening it at the beginning of the rainy season, and 
on “their own bottom, without aDy assistance But on 
second thoughts he felt he had advanced too far to recede, 
and that there would be more peril in retaining than in 
advancing The whole army crossed tho nver on the 22nd, 
and encamped for the night m the grove of Pla^sy, in the 
immediate neighbourhood of which the Aabob was posted 
with an army cf 10,000 horse and 85 000 foot, in an en- 
trenched camp The next morning, the memorable 23rd of 
June, 17o7, the ISabobs troops moved out and assaulted the 
English force which was sheltered by a high bank, but with 
little effect About noon the enemy withdrew their artillery, 
and Clive adi anced rigorously to the attack of their lines. 
Meer Aludun, the general m -chief, was mortally wounded, 
and expired m the presen a? of the Aabob, mho was unable 
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tvny longer to control Ins terror, but mounted a camel and 
fled at tliotopof ltffapceri accompanied by nboiit 2,000 horse 
Ills whole army immediately dispersed and tins little, s<V 
momentous in its eventual result on the destiny o£ India 
w as gained with the lots of only 72 hilled and w minded on 
the part of the T nghsh, while, caen on the side of the entmy, 
the casualties did not exceed 500 As soon as aictora ap- 
peared to declare in fax our of the 1 figlish Moor Jnffior moaed 
off a\ ith his troops and jt mod their stand ird ^craja Dow Iah f 
on his arm al at the capital, found himself deserted by his 
court, and, after passing a day m gloomy reflections, disguised 
himself in a mean dress and escaped out of a a\ indow in the 
jalaco at ten at night, with a favourite concubine and a 
i unuch, and embarl ed in a little boat which Irad been secured 
for him 

Fiewtionof Cl‘ vo cntcrc< * Moorehcdal ad on the 23th of 
M,«r4»fflcr June, and proceeding to the palace, where all the 
m ‘ great officers were assembled, conducted Metr 

Jafficr to the throne, and Balntcd him Soobadar of Bengal, 
Bchar, and Onssa The change in tho position and proj ccts 
of the Lnghsh was so rapid and stupendous as almost to 
exceed belief In June, 175G Calcutta had been plundered 
and burnt, Its European inhabitants murdered and the Company 
exterminated from Bengal In June, 17o7, they had rccoi crcd 
their capital, extinguished their European rivals, defeated and 
dethroned the Nal ob and disposed of tho government of the 
three provinces, with a population of twenty five millions, 
to their own parttzan In accordance with the terms of the 
treaty, the sum of two crores and twenty lacs of rupees a' as 
gradually paid out of the treasury at Moorshedabad, to make 
good the losses of the Company and of individuals The first 
instalment of eighty lacs was conveyed to Calcutta m a tn 
umphant procession ,with l ands playing and banners floating 
— a bright contrast to the spectacle of the previous year 
when Seraja Dowlah marched back to Ins capital with the 
pViwdsxof Calcutta ‘VTlnle Clrre ’■was liras giving away ft 
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were paraded on an elephant through the streets, and then 
buried m the tombbf In 9 grandfather. 

The court of Intelligence of the destruction of Calcutta did 
1 Director* on not reach England for eleven months On the 
1 buy im 8r(1 of AtlffUSt> 1757> t j, e Court of Directors wrote 
to the President in Calcutta: “On the 4th of June, we heard 
of the melancholy news of the loss of Fort William and tho 
rest of. our settlements in Bengal On the 22nd day of July, 
Mr I loin ell armed on tho Siren, and gave a most agreeable 
turn to our thoughts by bringing advice of the recapture of 
Fort William ” A few months after, they heard of the battle 
of Plassy, and tho great rc\ olution which had been effected 
by their troops That victory moro than realised the expec- 
tations which the Court had entertained seventy years ago, 

I when they sent out Admiral Nicholson to make them “a 
[nation m India” It had laid tho foundation of a great 
empire Yet bo littlo conception»had the Court of the high 
destiny which was opening before them that their clucf 
source of gratification was demed from the hope that their 
servants in Bengal would now he able to provide the invest- 
ment for two years without drawing on them 
cu to quell* The first object of Mecr Jaflier, after his elcva- 

threamoit*, tion, was to plunder the Hindoo minister of 
finance, Eoy-doorlub, and the officers who had 
amassed wealth m the governments conferred on them by 
Ah verdy. These proceedings provoked no fewer than three 
1 revolts within three months, in Behar, Pumeab, and Midna* 
pore But they were quelled without bloodshed, by the mere 
exercise of Clive’s influence, to whom the whole country 
looked up as to a demigod The ascendancy which he thus 
acquired, though inseparable from his position and his genius, 
could not fail to lessen the importance of the Nabob, and to 
irritate his mind, •vVhile it gavo umbrage to his family and his 
officers They could not forget that it was only two years 
since the foreigners, who now bore the supremacy in Bengal, 
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had approached them as suppliants with gifts and flatteries , 
and it required the most delicate management on the part of 
Clive to prevent the explosion of their discontent. A few 
months after the battle of Plassy, a Mahratta envoy arrived 
at iMoorsbedabad to demand the arrears of chant now due for 
two years, bat he soon found that the days of chout had 
ceased with the advent of the English. 

Expedition to The Court of Directors, oirtieanng of the great 
ihecw.t victory of Plassy, placed the government of Cal- 
tC5 “‘* r cutta in the hands of Chve, and he was anxious to 
afford substantial relief to Madras, now menaced by Lally , 
but the presence of a formidable French force on the confines 
of On^a, and of Law with 200 Europeans on the borders of 
Behar, combined with the growing ahenation of the Nabob, 
made it impolitic to weaken Bengal The number of European 
troops at “Madras was, moreover, twice as large as the number 
at the disposal of Chve, and, above all, that settlement had 
Lawrence for its military commander, which Chve considered 
an ample guarantee of its safety He, therefore, supplied it 
most liberally with funds from liis own full treasury, and took 
steps to remove one cause of disquietude by an attack on the 
French possessions in the Northern Sircars, now no longer 
protected by the genius of Bussy He entrusted the expe- 
dition to Colonel Forde, one of the great soldiers created by 
the long continued wars on the Coast Chve bad begun to 
enlist the Rajpoots, and was enabled to send 2 000 sepoyB 
with Forde, in addition to 500 Europeans and 14 guns 
That officer landed at Yizagapatam, and, after defeating 
Bussy’s feeble successor, the Marquis of Confians, formed the 
bold design of laying siege to Masulipatam, the great strong- 
hold of the French on the coast, though it was gammoned by 
a larger forco than that of the bc« egere Confians solicited 
the immediate aid of the Nizam, Salabut Jung, who marched 
down to the coast with a large army in support of his friends 
Fordo, however, pushed the siege with such skill and energy 
as to othgc the French general to capitulate before the 
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just as it arrived within sight of Climsurah, and defeated in 
half an hour Immediately after the action, tlic Nabob’s son, 
Jleemn, appeared with nn army of 7,000 men, who went 
destined to turn on the English if the fortune of the day bad 
been different Clive restored the vessels lie had taken to the 
Dutch authorities, on their engaging to mako good all tl e 
expense incurred in defeating their planB, and embarked for 
England on the 25tk/if February, 17G0 
Ahmea shah We now resume the thread of Mahratta anl 
ana ti e Mihrat- Mogul affairs Ahmed Shah Ahdalee returned to 
tw, 1787—63 p erfija m j unc> i 7 o 7 , leaving his son, Timur, in 
charge of the Punjab, aud Nujeeb ood dowlah in command at 
Delia, to protect the emperor from the designs of Ghazee ood- 
deen That profligate minister called the Mahrattas to I w 
aid, and Raghoba, the fighting brother of the Peshwa, 
marched up to Delhi, and captured it after a month's siege 
Nujeeb retreated to Rohilcund,*and Ghazee ood deen was re- 
instated in the office of vmer fsoon after the capture of Die 
capital by Raghoba, one Adina beg, a veteran intriguer m the 
Punjab, invited him to seize on that province, as well as Mool 
tan, and annex them to the Mahratta dominions He marched 
to Lahore, an May, 1 758 , the AbdaJees were totally routed , 
Prince Timur retreated to Persia, and the Mahratta standard 


was planted, for the first time, on the banks of the Indus 
Raghoba then returned to the Deccan but with more glory 
than money, and, instead of the loads of booty which usually 
marked the return of the Mahratta expeditions, brought back 
a load of obligations little short of a crore of rupees Tina 
disappointment gave me to a serious altercation with Suda 
seeb Rao Bhao, the cousin and civil administrator of tl c 
Peshwa “Then take charge of the next expedition yourself 
was the tart reply of Raghoba. The Peshwa took 1 un at his 
word and compromised the differences between tl cm bj trans 
f erring the command of the army to Sudasccb, generally 
known as the Bhao, and placing Ins l rothcr at the head ot 
the civil department. 
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Temtory wrcsv The Pcshvra had been, for some time, engaged 

ed from 'aiabnt m intrigues for the acquisition of Ahmednugur, 
Jnng i ?53 m ost important city south of the Nerbuddo, 

and, at length obtained possession of it by an act of base 
treachery This aggression brought on hostilities with Salabot 
Jung and hia brother, Nizam Ah, who had been recently re- 
conciled to him The master spirit of Bussy no longer ani- 
mated the councils or the army of the Ntsam Ibrahim Khan 
Gardec, one of the ablest native generals of the time, who 
was in command of the sepoy battalions trained by Bussy, 
and a powerful and well served artillery, had been dismissed 
from the service IIo immediately transferred his sword to 
the Pcshwa, and, in the conflict now raging, contributed, w 
no small degree, to reduce Salabut Jnng and his brother to 
such straits, that they were constrained to submit to the most 
humiliating conditions as the pnee of safety A treaty was 
wrung from them, which cqpccded to the Mahrattas five of 
the most important fortresses in the Dcccan, and some of its 
most flourishing districts, yielding a revenue of not less than 
sixty lacs of rupees a year The Mahrattas had now reached 
rwrofth* the zenith of their power Their authority was 
Mabnttu, 1753 equally acknowledged on the banks of the Cavciy 
and tho Indus All the temtory within these limits, which 
was not their own, paid them tribute The vast resources 
of the Mahratta community were guided by one head and 
directed to one object — the aggrandisement of the nation, 
and they now talked proudly of establishing ITindoo sove- 
reignty over the whole of Ilindostan The only hope of pre- 
serving the country from subjection to Uus power, of wl ich 
tyranny, rapine, and destruction were the constant attendants, 
now rested on the arms of a foreign potentate — Ahmed Shah 

Abdalce 

rvmrih int»i>oo ^ i ha 1 ad left Mull ar Bio Itolkar an 1 Pita- 
•r Abro».i skah, jco Sindu to extort contributions from tl chajpoot 
1 u princes, and to maintain the conquests I c 1 a I 

ma hj In the Fmijab At flic instigation of Gbazcc ood deen, 
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bind a rent Ins ofiMxnt to unado Pohilcntid, mid in tlia 
c< une of a month fclicy bnl w istc thirteen hundred \illigca 
m tint 11 nimliing j rovinee The ulterior ol jeet of the Aizi«r 
and of the Mihnttis was the possession of Oude, and as the 
Nabob dmded them more than ho hated the Itohilhs, he 
entered into a trc'tti with Hafir Ilubmut, the I most of their 
chefs, and, in conjunction with Nnjotb ood dowlah drovo 
fcindia across the fratiges with great slaughter Just at tl is 
juncture both parties were astounded by the intelligence tl at 
Ahmed Shah was entering India with n grand amij to rccoxcr 
and extend his conquests The remembrance of the bach of 
Delhi b} his ttoojs gave ft portentous character to this, hw 
fourth inv am m , and the Nol ob and tlio Mahratta were in 
duccd, ly n common alarm, to patch up an accommodation 
The AbUlcc crossed the Indus in September, 1759, and 
marcbcd direct to laliorc During his advance, the vizier, 
who had dc[mtd lus former Iqastcr of sight, dreading the 
intercourse of the emperor with Ahmed Shall, on whom he 
Murf«refih» t,lat * ,c * la< * inflicted incapable injur}, gave 

a m onlcre for lus assassination, and placed borne 
ectr No»- 1739 UI youth on tho throne, who was however 

never acknowledged ' 

The two Mnhratta chiefs, supported hy their allies, tb< 
Jautb, advanced to encounter Ahmed Shah, but they were iu 

„ two divisions widely separated from each other, 
Crftnl ol •'infila , , i * 

ud iioiiar and he resoiv cu to attack them before they coma 
form a junction The army -of Smdia was sur 
prised, and tw o thirds of the troops, including the general, 
slaughtered. Ilolkar made all haste to retreat, aud might 
have escaped but he could not resist the temptation of turn 
ing out of Ins way to plunder a nch convoy of which lie had 
received intimation Ahmed Shah overtook him by forced 
inarches of extra© drnary length and routed linn with great 
carnage Of these reverses the Peshwa received information, 
immediately after be and his cousin had succeeded in wresting 
the forts and districts already mentioned from Salabut The 
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infantry should bo left m Ins forts, and that the army should 
revert to the old feyBtcm of -warfare, and harass the enemy 
with incessant attacks and cut off his supplies, till the hot 
season obliged the Abdalee to withdraw Ins troops to ft more 
Congenial climate beyond the Indus But this sage advice, 
though supported by the ablest of the Mahratta generals, 
was rejected with scorn by the Bhao The city of Delhi was 
occupied almost witflout a struggle, and he was with difficulty 
dissuaded flora proclaiming Wiswas Ruo, the eldest son of 
the Feshwa, Emperor of India But, in a spmt of wanton 
barbarity, he destroyed the monuments of art which even 
Nadir Shah had spared Disgusted with these acts, and not 
lesB with the overbearing conduct of the Bhao, the Rajpoots 
and the Jauts withdrew from his army. 

Ahmed Shall waB cordially supported by the 
tbe T S?hrattM Rolnllas, and with less zeal by the Nabob of 
and Mogul* Qude IIis regular army consisted of 38,000 

'' foot and 41,800 horse, with seventy pieces of 

artillery His irregular force was computed to bo equally 
strong After a variety of manoeuvres the two armies con- 
fronted each other on the field of Pamput, where for the 
third time the fate of India was to be decided The Bhao 
entrenched himself behind a ditch, forty feet wide and twelve 
feet deep Ahmed Shah fortified his camp with felled trees 
Numerous encounters took place from time to time between 
different detachments without any decisive result. The 
Rolnllas and the Nabob of Oude were impatient tc be led at 
once agamBt the enemj, but the wary and experienced Ab- 
dalee prudently determined * to wait the certain progress of 
famine m tbeir encampment The resources of the Mahrattas 
were gradually exhausted, their foraging parties were con- 
stantly dnven back, and starvation Btarcd them in the face, 
while the stcnch*from the dead bodies of men and animals 
within the narrow limits of the camp became at length 
insupportable Un ihlc any longer to bear these privations 
and evils, men and officers equally demanded, m u voice of 
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Rao was found, and the Ahdalee w as with reluctance prevailed 
on to allow it to be burnt, instead of having 1 it dried and 
ettiffed, to tike back with him to Cabul Junkajee Sindh 
and the illustrious Ibrahim Khan Gardcc, were tal en prisoners 
and put to death, the latter on the ground of having Fought 
on the side of the Hindoos against the true believers Only 
one fourth of the troops escaped , and the entire loss of the 
Mahrattas, from^the beginning of the campaign, was 
computed at 200000 Never was defeat more complete 
or more fatal There were few families which had not lo^t 
some relative, and grief and despondency overspread the 
community The Pcshwa died of gnef, and with him 
perished the prestige of his family The formidable unity 
of the Mahratta power was destroyed, and the hope which 
the Mahrattas had cherished of becoming masters of all Indis, 
was at once and for ever annihilated. 


CHAPTER XI 
BENGAL, 1761 — 1772 

_ .,»< , Tiik battle of Pnmput forms an important epoch 

ini a after ih# w tue modem annals of India, and a brief notice 
oE P° sltIOn and Strength of the vinous 
princes at that period will ecT\ c to elucidate its 
subsequent history The great empiro of the Moguls was 
dissolved, and tbo emperor was wandering about in Debar, 
accomj amed ly a small band of mercenaries In the districts 
around Delhi the Jauts on one 6ide, and the I dullas on tl » 
other, were consolidating tlio power they had usuq ed Tl o 
Rajpoot rajas had been humbled dunng the encroachments < f 
the Mahrattas nnd manifested little of their former cnerg} 
Tho Nabob \izier of Oude pos«j.«sed a ru.h territory, and a 
large undisciplined araij, but was dcGcient iu ever} militaty 
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qnahty, except courage The Mahratta dream of universal 
empire in India under a Hindoo sceptre, Uid been dissipated 
by the recent defeat, and although the Feshwa was still the 
head of the federation, its power was henceforth partitioned 
among the G inch war, the raja of hagpore, and Holfcar and 
Sindia, who were seldom at peace with each other The 
Nizam at Hyderabad, had been crippled by the surrender of 
some of his most valuable districts to tbe Mabrattas Tbe 
power of the French was completely broken In tbe south 
of the peninsula, tbe Isabob of the Carnatic had been seated 
on the throne by the English, and was maintained solely by 
their arms, and Hyder Ah was on the point of grasping the 
supreme control in Itj sore The power destined eventually 
to bring these various principalities 1 under one umbrella, * 
had recently subdued its European rivals m the south, and 
established its predominance in the valley of the Ganges, but 
was contemplating nothing so little as the conquest of India 
v»ns Mart, Cli\ e had. become cq completely identified with 
Gownoror tlio existence of British power in Bengal, that his 
iknsa 1 60 et departure appeared to those who remained, as if 
the soul was departing from the government He was 
succeeded in tlie«chair by Mr Tansittart, a Madras civilian, 
a man of the greatest probity, but utterly incompetent to 
manage the compl cated machinciy of the government. The 
nipuntment, though recommended by Cine, piored in every 
respect disastrous The members of the Bengal Council were 
irritated ty his intrusion into a scat which they considered to 
biloug to them of light, and set themselves to thwart his 
measures, at a jienod when the exigencies of a novel and 
foreign administration required the greatest nnan nnty Soon 
after Mr Vansittart s appointment, moreover, aa order from 
the Court of D rectors nache 1 Calcutta summarily dismissing 
three of the ablest and most experienced in timbers of Council, 
on account of a contumacious letter wluch had been provoked 
ly tlicir own arb trarj proceedings The ofponents of 
Sir \ ansittart thus obtained a oujontj in the CauncS, and 
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this circumstance, combined with his imbecibty, rendered the 
four years of Ins pdministiation a penod of extraordinary 
criminality. * 

inruion of The Shah Zada, the son of the emperor, in- 
rehsrbythe vaded Bcliir a second time at the beginning of 
shah iada, 1760 -with the rabble of troops he had collected 

around him As already stated, the intelligence of bis 
father’s death reached him after he had crossed the Curumnnssa, 
and he immediately assumed the imperial dignity with the 
title of Shah Alum, which brought a large accession of troops 
to Ins standard The Nabob of Oude was appointed vizier of 
this relic of an empire,* and, in the hope of adding Behar to 
Ins territories, joined the emperor with a considerable force 
Colonel Calhaud, one of the generals created by the wars on 
the coast, the connnde of Lawrence and Clive, of Coote and 
Forde, had been sent up from Madras to take the command of 
the army in Bengal, and had proceeded to Moorshcdahad, 
where Clive, then on tho eve of embarking for England, was 
making the necessary dispositions for repelling the invasion 
Meer Joffier contributed 15,000 horse to the expedition under 
the command of his bou, Meerun, whose oppressions bad 
made ei en Scraja Dowhh an object of regrtit * The united 
forces of the emperor and the vizier advanced towards Patna 
on one c idc, v hilo Colonel Calhaud waB moving up m an opposite 
direction to itB succour Ramnarayun, the Hindoo governor, 
had been strictly enjoined to await the arrival of thc^o re- 
inforcements, but ho chose to march out and encounter the 
enemy alone, and was totally defeated The city must have 
surrendered at discretion, if it had been immediately invested, 
but tho emperor w asted the precious moments in plundering 
the district On the 20tli of February, Colonel Calhaud cam ’ 
np with the emperor, and, notwitlistandmg tho misconduct of 
Mccnm’a horse, completely routed lus army 
Th» Emperor Tho emptror had rccen cd the promise of assist- 

anco from the Mahrntt is, and mndo a sudden and 
i co. rapid march through r tbo lulls on Moondicdalud 
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to meet them. Calhaud lost no tune m following his steps, 
and the two armies confronted each othembout thirty miles 
from that city But the emperor, hearing nothmg of his 
allies, abruptly broke up his camp and marched back to 
Patna, to which he laid close sitge for nine days \11 hope of 
prolonging the defence was fading away, when Cap t am Knox, 
who had advanced from Bengal by forced marches to its 
rescue, at the hottest season of the year? was desened ap- 
proaching it with a small force The following day the two 
armies met, and the emperor was defeated, and lus force dis- 
persed. The J'abob of Purneah, who had been for some 
time intriguing with the emperor, now advanced to hi=> 
assistance with 30,000 men and thirty pieces of cannon 
Captain Knox, to the utter amazement of the natives of 
Patna, immediately cro "ed the Ganges to oppose lus pro 
gross, w ith a handful of men not exceeding a battalion of 
sepoys and 200 Europeans, qnd a small squadron of cavaliy 
The native historian of that period vividly describes tho 
breathless anxiety with which the inhabitants crowded on 
the walls to watch the issue of this desperate encounter It 
was one of those battles m tbe early career of the English 
w hich gave prestige to their arms, and bewildered the native 
pnnccs. It lasted six hours, and ended in the total defeat of 
the enemy The result of the conflict was rendered the more 
grateful to the nativts by the extraordinary valour di&p'ajed 
hv one of their own country, raja Slntabroy, and by the high 
encomium bestowed on him bj the English commander, as 
thej entered the city together covered with dust Colonel 
Calhaud and ifeerun soon after arrived at Putna, and pro- 
ceeded acre s the nver to follow up the victory But they 
had not marched far when Jlcerun, as he lay on his couch 
listening to a tale, was struck dead by a thunderbolt, and the 
Dmih of country was nd of a monster m whose cabinet 
si -enuj. joiy« was found a list of three hundred men of note 
1 M whom he had doomed to destruction on ins 


return. 
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««r The vigour of Mccrun, m spite of lus prt Higacy, 

«i-i>o»pi rco l,i<l l)(y*n the mainstay of the government of 
Monrshcdab nl, and his death brought on an immcdiatp 
crisis Mur Jaffier lost the little rcison he ever possessed, 
and tho administration fell into a state of complete anarch} 
The troops surrounded the pahcc, and demanded the ar- 
rears of their i aj with loud menaces, when Mccr Cawm, 
the N ihohs son m%l|W, came forwird and offered to satisfy 
their claims from his ow 1 funds, on condition of being ap- 
pointed tho successor oF Afeerun The Mbob ncc< pted h s 
terns and his son ices, but, in tin evil hour, sent him to Cal- 
cutta, to make jwcumaiy arrangements, m his name, with the 
Oouucil Ihcy had an expensive war on their hands, without 
a rupee in their exchequer The treasure accumulated at 
Moorshedab \d had been exhausted, and, m tho confusion and 

scrunblo of tho times, no thought had been bestowed on the 

future The imbecile Mccr JafEcr was not the man to re- 
move their embarrassments , on flic other hand, Meer Ci«sim 
appealed to possess great talent and energy Mr IIol well* 
who had taken the command of Fort William when it was 
deserted by Mr Dral e, was the inveterate enemy of Mccr 
Jaffier, and urged his colleagues at once to determine ou 
deposing him, aud elevating lus son in law to the throne 
After a bhow of hesitation, the members of the Conned 
adopted Ins advice, and Mr Vansittart was requested to pro 
ceed to Moorsliedabad with 180 Europeans, GOO sepoys, and 
four guns, to persuade Meer Jaffier to resign the government 
of the three soobabs The old man refused to abdicate, and 
threatened to appeal to Olive, his fneud and protector , but 
the arguments of Mr Vansittart weie irresistible, and he was 
obliged to submit to his fate, on!} stipulating for a safe 
asylum in Calcutta well knowing that in India deposition meant 
Meercnwim death v Meer Cassim became eoobadar, and, as 
n« >b 1760 ~ the price of Ins elevation, ceded to the Companj 
the three districts of Midnapore Chittagong and 
Budwan, which were then estimated to furnish a third of tho 
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to the Tower proof muskets ; ho established n foundry for 
casting cannon, and trained up a corps of artillerymen who 
would ha\e done credit to tho Company's service Nothing* 
was wanting to render Moor Ca«sim more powerful than 
Aluudy Khan had ctcr been, but a fow years of undisturbed 
leisure 

Ttniuiu U 4 m Tho emperor, Shah Alum, unablo to regain Ina 

wuuho capital, IWigcrcd within tho limits of Bchar with a 
eoiCTor uei horde of troops, which wasted the districts like a 
flight of locusts As soon, therefore, na tho rains of 17C1 
had subsided, Colonel Camac marched to Gy a with an English 
force and dispersed them Law, the French general, whose 
little band of Europeans bad been tbc clucf support of tbo 
prince, was taken prisoner on this occasion The distin- 
guished courtesy with which he was treated by the English 
commander, confounded tho ideas of the natives, who cs- 
pcctcd that ho would have been led out to immediate exteu 
tion, m uccordanco with tho practice of oriental warfare 
“Nothing,” exclaims tho nativo histonan in his remark on 
tins circumstance, “ can be more modest and becoming than 
the behaviour of these strangers, whether in tho heat of 
action, or in the pndc of success ” After the action, Colonel 
Camac sent raja Shitabroy with a conciliatory message to tho 
emperor, which was cordially welcomed, and he was con- 
ducted with suitable honours to Patna Mcer Cassim felt no 
little alarm on hearing of this friendly intercourse between 
the English commander and his own liege sovereign, and 
hastened to the English camp, but sullenly leFuscd to pay Ins 
respects to the emperor Colonel Camac obviated his objee 
tions by bringing the patties together in lus own tent, when 
Shah Alum received the homage of tho nabob, and conferred 
on him the office of soobad.tr of Bengal, Bthar, and Orissa, 
and obtained m retifrn the promise of an annual payment of 
twenty four lacs of rupees The emperor then proceeded on 
live, wrote te O-iViYi, and, ou lateaig leave of the colonel, made aw 
oxfet to the Company of the dewauny of the three provinces. 
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Spot aUon of One earliest objects of Meer Cas«tm after 

Tamnarajoa, his elevation was the spoliation of the great pro 
> ~ vincial officers, who had amassed wealth m their re- 

spective governments Bamnarayun, the Governor of Patna, 
was destined to be the first victim, but the Council in Calcutta 
had pledged their honour to protect him from the designs o r 
Ins enemies, and the Nabob was for a time baffled But 
Mr Yansittart yielded at length to hiaifnportumties. Colonels 
Coote and Camac, who insisted on keeping faith with Earn 
narayun, were removed from the province, and Meer Cassim 
was left to wreak his vengeance on him The unfortunate 
governor was immediately seized and despoiled, while Ins 
subordinate officers were pursued with all the ardour of 
cupidity, and tortured to disclose their wealth Of all the 
proceedings of the feeble Yansittart, this was considered the 
most baneful, inasmuch as it destroyed the confidence which 
the natives had hithert^ reposed in the protection of the 
Company’s officers, and strengthened the bands of the habob, 
whose hostility to the English was daily becoming more 
palpable 

The tomtit Meer Ca=sun had made great progress in con 
dutiti, i fla Bhhdating his government, when a storm was 
raced by the unprincipled conduct of the Councfl board m 
Calcutta, which eventually swept him from the throne From 
the days of Munoo, the duties levied on the transit of mer 
chandise through the country had formed one of the principal 
sources of the public revenue, and the highways of com 
mcrcc, both by land and by water, were obstructed br 
custom houses Under the old imperial firmanc, the goods of 
the Company intended for export by sea were allowed to pass 
duty free, when protected by the dustucl, or permit of the 
President But the battle of PU^sy transferred the power 
of the state to the Company, that is, to their servants, and 
they rushed eagerly into the inland trade of tl e country an 1 
cla med the same exemption from duty for their < vrn goods, 
which ha \heen conceded to the inetciwiiivLav of V ur mas era. 
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Their servants and dependants soon came to demand the same 
pm lieges for their own adventures. The native merchants, 
moreover, anxious to pass their goods duty free, were led to 
purchase du tucLs from some of the Company’s servants, even 
at a high premium, and the bojs in the service, with less p~y 
than fifty rupees a month, were enabled to realise an income 
of 15,000 or 20,000 rupees a jear. To increase the confusion, 
any native trader wIsa^ wished to evade the duties, had only 
to hoist the English iu*han, or flag, on parsing a custom- 
house. In cvcrj instance in which this symbol of impunity 
was not respected, sepoys were sent to drag the Nabob’s 
officers as culpnts to the nearest factory, and they soon canio 
to understand the danger of offering the slightest resistance 
to tlio moat glaring frauds. The Nabob w as dept iv ed of his 
ri venues } tho entire trade of the countrj was disorganized, 
and nothing appeared on every side but tho most jxnlowv 
confusion. 
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Bidered themselves misters of the country, it appeared 
intolerable that their commercial agents should be subjected 
* to the authority of one whom they had themsch es raised to 
the throne, and to the insolence, as they deemed it, of his 
servants All the members of Council at the out stations 
were called down to Calcutta, to overawe the President, and 
they declared that they would pay no higher duty than two 
nud a half per cent , and that on tHe article of salt alone 

The Nabob, incensed by tins declaration, deter- 
Thc Nahol) ' •' ' 

ai>oi »n mined to place his own subjects and the foreigners 
dunes, i 63. upon an equably by abolish ng all transit duties 
throughout the country The members of Council voted tins 
measure a crime, and demanded, as a matter of right, that 
the native trade should he subject to the usual da tie®, while 
their own was exemj ted from them It was m vain that 
Mr Vansittart raided his voice against this iniquitous doctrine , 
he was supported only by Mr Hastings From words the 
Council at length came to blows, and Stnnlaho Batson one of its 
most turbulent members, denounced Mr Hastings as a partizan 
of the Nabob, and struck him a blow which led to a hostile 
challenge .^ftcr having passed this disgraceful resolution, 
the majority deputed Mr llay and Mr Amyatt to announce 
it to the Nabob at 'Woitghir 

sir rail «in Dunng these transactions a boat proceeding 1o 
tru prra « roii Patna v lth concealed arms, was searched and dc- 
duct,! 63. tamed by the Nabobs officers. The affairs of tbo 
Company ill that city wero unfortunately at tins juncture 
under the direction of Mr Ellis one of the most unscrupulous 
and headstrong of all the jnbhc servants lie had violently 
opposed tl e ele\ at ion of Moor Ca<=sim, and seemed now to to 
anxious to precipitate a rupture. with him The boat was 
eventually released, but Mr Elhs continued his hostile j re 
parations with so little disguise tlut Vetr Ca®Mm thought 
Ct to detain Mr liny as a hostage for some of lus own 
sonants who had been seized, but Mr Amyatt was allowel 
to return to Calcutta. Mr tills waited for the day which 
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lud been fixed for their departure, and when he calculated 
that both of them were bejond the reach of the Nabob, 
seized on the city of Patna The native commandant was * 
obliged to retire, but on hearing that the European soldiers 
were confused with liquor, returned suddenly and recaptured 
the town Mr Ellis and tlio English gentlemen took refuge 
in their boats and proceeded up the river, hut were overtaken 
and brought back prisoners tu Patna The Nabob, incensed 
at this outrage, ordcicd c\cry Englishman throughout his 
dominions to be seized , and Mr Amyntt, then on his waj to 
Calcutta, having refused to surrender, was slain m the scuffle 
The Setts, tho great hankers of Moorehedal ad, who were 
possessed of incredible wealth, and had manifested a faeour- 
nble disposition to the Fnglish, were at tlio same tunc seized 
and conveyed to Monghir 
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four hours, and, in the opinion of Clive, never did troops fight 
better than those of the Nabob At one period of the action, 
■indeed, they penetrated the English lines and captured two 
guns, and victory appeared, for a tune, likely to incline to 
them, but the gallantry of the Europeans, and the steadiness 
of the sepoys bore down all opposition, and the Nabobs 
troops were constrained to abandon all their guns and stores, 
and retreat to Oodwanulla •'* 

M* jacre of th« rcverse thrcwMcer Cissim into a paroxysm 

En*i *h pri of rage, and he gave way* to the ferocity of his 
Kjoen. v 61 . disposition Ramnarayun, the deposed governor 
of Patna, was cast into the river with weights attached to hi« 
neck Raja Rajbullub, the former goiernor of Dacca, was 
put to death, with all his Bons The Moorshcdabad hankers 
were thrown into the Ganges from one of the bastions of tho 
fortof Monglnr One of their favourite servants, the faithful 
Chunec, begged permission to share their fate, and when his 
request was denied, plunged into the river, determined not to 
Burvno tliem Early in the month of November, the English 
army carried tho entrenched camp at Oodwanulla, and the 
Nabob fled to Patna But before Ins departure ho ordered Ins 
officers to proceed to the houso where his Eurojwan pnsomvs 
were confined, and put them to death -without distinction 
Thej noblj replied that they were Boldjcrs and not execu- 
tioners “Turn them out,” thc> Bald, “with arms in their 
1 amis, and vre will fight them to the death " But there was 
In the camp ono \\ alter Raymond, who had been a strgemt 
in the French sen ice, and now, under tho name of Sumroo, 
livid a comtmss on in the Nabobs armj, wbo came forward 
and oITt red to do the bloody deed The wretch proceeded to 
the house with a file of solbtro, nnl poured in rolkj after 
volhj through the Venetian windows iijxm the dcfencdiss vic- 
tims, till fort} -eight gentlemen— among w hom was Mr EH s 
—nnl 100 sol hors h} stretched on the floor Patna ni 
ca, tuned on tlic Ctb of Noy-tnKr, and the campaign ended ui 
four months bj the (3 ght of Mccr Ca*x-m to the court of thn 



TITE FIT ST SC^OY lirTTfY 




[CTMT> 


... . , „ N ibob vizier The vmcr had fought by the si 1c 

aneJv<jfcoi> ° J 

Tier m. chc» of Ahmed Shah Abdalee at Pamput, ana, in tne 
to rutas, net 0 f ijjg na ^ive historian, “considcrtl 

himseff a second Rustam " ITo determined to take advantage 
of the confusion of the times, and, six months after the ter- 
mination of the war with Uccr Cassim, marched down to 
Patna with a large but ill trained army It was an act of 
wanton aggression <Jn his part, dictated bj ambition and 
avarice Ibo emperor and the disinherited Nabob of Bengal 
joined his camp with *i small bodj of followi rs 'liio Engl h 
army in the field was straitened for prf>\ lsions, and retired to 
the citj of Patna which was \igorously attached on the 3rd 
of Maj , 17G1 The assailants were repulsed, but not without 
great difficulty, and not before the close of the tl\j The 
Nabob \i7icr, after hovering about Patna for four weeks, re- 
tired to Jfaxar to encamp for the rains 
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consisting of native officer*, and found guilty The Major 
ordered four of them to be blown away from the guns, when 
fpur noble looking grenadiers came forward, and demanded to 
be the first to suffer, as thej had always been the foremost in 
danger The European officers then reported that the sepoys 
had announced their firm resolution not to allow any further 
executions , bnt the unflinching commander loaded his guns 
with grape, placed his European soldiery ah the intervals, and 
commanded the native battalions to ground arms, threatening 
to discharge the guns on them if a single man was seen to 
move The sepoys were awed by Ins resolution, sixteen 
more wero blown aw ay, tbe mutiny was quenched in their blood, 
and di«uj lino w as restored. This was the fin»t of that senes of 
mutinies which broke out from time to time among the native 
sepoys — chiefly after a successful campaign, when they arc 
least amenable to reason— and terminated m less than t 
CLnturj m the dissolution of the whole Bengal army 
Major Muaro shewed his masters how the insubordination 
of s poj s was to be dealt w ith, and there can be no doubt 
that if the same Bpint and promptitude had been exhibited 
on everj future emergency, the result would liaxo been 
equally auspicious 

liiuwtnwv Tins example of seventy restored the di-ciplme 
o.to Trzs, of the army so effectually that within four months 
1 b 1 >f the mutiny, Major Munro did not hesitate to lead 

lus troops against the Nabob vizier, who had been encamped 
for several mi utbs at Bwsar with an nnnj « f 50 000 m n On 
the23nlof October he was attached and com pic ti Ij routed, 
and obliged to abandon Ins camp, with all its stores and 130 
j icces of ca inon Tho x ictory of Jluxar was scan h less 
important to the interests c f the Company tlian that of riassy 
It d mol shed the power of the Vizier, Soojah ood dowlah the 
only chief of any importance in the north It made the 
1 ngti h masters of the entire x ill y of the Ganges, from tLo 
Jlimah x n to lit i sea, and j ha d lltndnstan at their fee t Tho 
Nal>ob 6, nt off las wo ucn *icd histrea ure to Bareilly, and 
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was, moreover, provided that tins nefanons claim should be 
satisfied before any payment was made to the Company s 
treasury for the expenses of the war , which were met by the 
ingenious device of lending to the Government at an exor- 
bitant rate of interest, the sums paid to individuals by the 
b»abob The effrontery exhibited during these five years’ of 
crime makes one blush for the honour of England , and the 
only relief to the mind is to be found ah the consideration 
that it was an exceptional case 

De ihof The*e importunities, combined with the age 

HeetJiSer and infirmities of the "Nabob, hastened his end, 
jan. i 65- and he expired m January, 17 Cj Then came 
the question of appointing his successor The making of 
Nabobs had been, for seven years, one of the most lucrative 
employments of the Council, and the fourth opportunity 
which was now presented, was not to be neglected, Air \ an 
sittart had retifed from thg chair, and was succeeded bv 
Air Spencer, a Bombay civilian, without cither talent or 
probity The Conrt of Directors, exasperated by the iniquity 
of their servants in Calcutta had issued peremj tory order* 
for the sui predion of the inland trade, and for the execution 
of “covenants" binding them not to reccnc presents from 
native pnnccs. These injunctions reached Calcutta before 
the death of Alcer JafSer Mr Spencer and his colleague-*, 
were, moreover, aware that Lord Chve was on the eve of em- 
barking for In <ia to root out abuses , no tune was, therefore, 
to bo lost in the appointment of another Nabob The cove- 
nants were thrown aside, and Nujum ood-dowlah, the son of 
Alecr Tafficr, was raised to the throne, and requ red to make 
donations to the members of the Council to tie extent < i 
twenty lacs of rupee-, as well as to sanction tl c inland trade, 
exempt from the pavmcnt of all dutj 
c »» » Clive, on lus return to England in 17GQ, was 
• fu aU!r,u«o, received with great d ->tmction the king tl l 
1 **■ minister, Mr Pitt, an 1 the nation, and honoure l 

with an Irish peerage 7*he India House, likewise, pad 

x 2 
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homage to hla talents and Ins succors; but the Court of 
Dncctors was scarcely loss demoralized by intrigue and 
jobbery than the Council board in Calcutta by venality and 
rapacity, and Chvo was speedily brought into collision with 
tbc leading faction, at the head of winch was Mr Sullivan 
In 17o7, Meet Jafiur had ceded to the Company certain lands 
lying to the south of Calcutta, of the annual value of ten lacs 
of rupees, reserving e to himself the quit-rent of three lacs a 
year Two years after, the Nabob manifested his gratitude 
for the services of Chvo bj making him a donation of the 
quit-rent, u Inch he received for several years without inter- 
ruption But Mr Sullivan and bis party having gained the 
ascendancy m tlio Court of Directors in 17G3, sent out orders 
to Calcutta, without any communication with Clive, to with- 
hold the usual payment, assigning no otliei reason for this 
act of injustice than the cessation of all cordiality between 
him Mid the Court Clive was, therefore, obliged to file a b H 
m chancery for the rccovory of his rights* But while th a 
contest was raging, intelligence was received in London of the 
war with Mcer Cassim, the massacre of tho European pri- 
soners, and the total disorganization of the government in 
Calcutta The proprietors of India Btock eVw with dismay 
the golden dreams of prosperity in winch they had indulged 
vanishing away, and, in spite of the opposition of the Directors, 
resolved to send out the man to whom they owed all their 
greatness, to retrieve their affairs They determined al o to 
entrust the powers of gov ernment, which had hitherto l cen 
vested m a council of sixteen, to a select commiteo of five 
Clive was surrounded by fnends and admirers, and in the 
enjoyment of an income of four lacs of rupees a year , there 
was therefore no inducement for him to return to India, but 
he hal been actuated throughout life by a high sense of dutj, 
and lie did not hesitate to accept the charge of a government 
which was j ustly described as “ headstrong and corrupt, and 
lost to every sense of honour ” 

Clive landed at Calcutta on fhe 3rd of May, and found 
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Con 1 Hon of that tlie political dangers had priced off Mcer 
ronpi, i «a <5 is«tm had l een expelled fre m Bengal the Jsabob 
a-fner had been vanquished and tlie emperor a\ as a suj j lnnt 
But there were other and more alarming penis to be en 
counter© 1 Vast fortunes had been amassel by “the most 
nefarious and opprtssiac conduct c\cr known m any age or 
conntrj The poaver of the Company s servants had icon 
cmj loyed in Icvj »ng contnbutions on ct*ry class from thn 
Isabob dawn to the lowest zcmindir I\cn the exaction of 
twenty lacs of rupees from the young Nabob on his elevation, 
in defiance of the caj tess ordere of the Court of Directors, 
was openly mowed without a blush Luxury, corruption 
and debauchery pervaded every rank of tic sen ice, and 
threatened the dissolution of all government Chao found 
Spencer, the governor, ‘ as deep in the m re ns any other, 
and he felt himself justified m affirming that * fhoro aa ere not 
five men of pnncq It left at the Prosidenev ’ Tl e massacre 
of the English gentlemen by Sumroo had thinned the ranks 
of the civil service, many of the seniors had returned to 
England laden with plunder, and young men ha 1 thus been 
pushed forward to posts of importance, with 1 ttlc ju lament 
or experience, but inflamed avitli the most extravagant ex 
pectations by the sued S3 of tho e who had precede 1 them 
Chaos first doty was to enforce the execution of the cove 
wants which abolished the receipt of presents, but he was 
met on the threshold by an attempt to question tl e powers 
of the Select Committee, and an effort was ma 1c to brow 
beat lnm, bnt he soon reduced the refractory to silence by 
declaring that he would not allow lus authority to be eontro 
verted for a moment, and that he woul 1 peremptorily di miss 
from the semco every officer who refused to sign the coat 
Hants 

Amngtmens On the 25th of June, Chve left Calcutta for tl e 
D FP er provinces to d spo^e of the ave ghty ques 
the emptier tions which awry ted his deci ion He attributed 
1IU- the recent war anth Meer Cassim to the unpiu 
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denco of "NTr Vnnsittnrt, mndtising him to form and discipline 
an array, and to render it efficient by just and punctual pay* 
xnent To prevent the recurrence of this cause of anxiety, 
tho Nabob of Moorsbedabad ’a as relieved of all responsibility 
for the military defence of tho country, and of the manage- 
ment of the revenue The sum of lifty-threo lacs of rupees 
a year was assigned him for the expenses of his court and 
the administration of justice He rtcci\cd the proposal with 
ccstacy Thank God,’ he exclaimed, " I sJmll ndw hare as 
many dancing girls as I like” With regard to the Nabob 
vizier, ho had invaded Debar without the least provocation, 
on the mere impulse of cupidity, but his power had been 
irretrievably crushed by the battle of Buxar, the capture of 
Lucknow, and a second defeat at Corah Seeing his fortunes 
desperate, lie repaired to tho camp of General Carnac, an(l 
threw himselE on the considciatjon of the English authorities 
His kingdom was forfeited by the laws of war and the usage 
of the country , but Cbvo evinced Ins moderation by restoring 
it to him, with the exception of the two districts of Corah and 
Allahabad, which were reserved for the emperor Such an 
instance of generosity m a victorious enemy was unknown w 
India, and excited emotions of the deepest gratitude The 
emperor, though he bad appealed m arms against the English 
at the battle of Buxar, was gratified with tho revenues of tho 
two districts assigned to btm, which, with the annual pay 
ment of twenty six lacs of rupees from Bengal and Behar, for 
which he was likewise indebted to the kindness of the English 
chief, constituted his whole dependence 

Ths Dewanny After the completion of these arrangements, 
Aug iz 1 65 Clive requested that the Dew auny of Bengali 
Behar, and Orissa, which the emperor had repeatedly offered 
to the Company, should be conferred on them by an imperial 
firman The act v was completed on tho 12th of August, 17C5, 
a mcmorablo day in the pohtical and constitutional history of 
British India As a substitute fgr a throne, two dining tables 
were joined together in Clive’s tent, and covered with eta* 
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such a force tint all the powers in Hindostin cannot do- 
irneusof our possesions for min) joins,’ little drcainm 
tint within a few months, the existence of tint powi 
would be on (lingered bj tl it very force The military 
expenses lnd hit! erto s vallowed up the resources of the 
Companj The arm\ coisukrcd itself the most import int 
depirtment of the stitc and the commanders, in the pride of 
their position, lmd w^lenvonrcd to imbue the native prnccs 
with tho convict on tint the power of the British government 
wis lodged with them anther than with the civil authorities 
in Calcutta A few months more of Sir Spencers servile 
administration would probal ly have rendered them misters of 
the country Tho officers hid been m tl e lnbit of receiving 
an allowance called latta when they took the field Mccr 
Jafficr, out of giatitudc for Ins elevation, had mcrciscd th & 
gratuity, and tho army soon came to consider double batta as 
their right When the Court of Directors became responsil !e 
for the finances of the country, tl cy resolved to discoutinuo 
this extravagant allowance , but the officers resented any w 
terfercnce with their interests, and the Council board was 
deterred by their imperiousness from carrying the orders into 
execution The aboht on of the double batta vfas enjo ued on 
Clive when he was leaving Eigland, and he lost no time, 
after his arrival, m announcing that it w uld ceise after the 
1st of January, 1766 The officers were little disposed to 
submit to a measure which affected even a captain's allgwanco 
to the extent of 1,000 rupees a month and those in the higl or 
grades in a larger proportion The announcement of the 
order was the signal for mutiny and a universal coml mation 
was formed to compel Chve to retract it A committee of 
secrecy was organized m each of the three brigades, and a 
fund created to rciml urse officers for any loss they might 
sustain and to th s fund the d ^contented and factious 
civilians in Calcutta contr buted more than a lac and a 1 atf of 
rupees It was agreed that two hundred officers should 
throw up their coram «sions on tbi b same day , an 1 as an 
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example of all other commercial companies, in restricting' 
tlieir agents abroad to a mcro pittance of salary, mid allow- 
ing them to oho it out by private trade, and thus were the 
servants enriched at the expense of tho masters. The same 
system was continued when the factory had expanded into 
n kingdom, and their servants entered on the government of 
provinces with unchecked power. The consequence was that 
from the governor to t the youngest writer, from tho genera! 
to the ensign, not excepting even the chaplains, all classes 
were bnsily engaged in commercial pursuits, which were ren- 
dered lucrative by the inDuenco of their dominant position 
In April, 17G1, the Court of Directors thought that the evil 
might be remedied, simply by ordering tint the trade should 
cease, without proposing any compensation to their officers ; 
but in a subsequent despatch they had tho wisdom to modify 
this order by directing Cbvc to devise some equitable plan 
which should bo satisfactory both to the government and tho 
service. Clive felt that it was indispensable to the peace and 
prosperity of the country that the servants of the state 
should not be allowed to competo with the native dealers in 
every market, and equally indispensable to the integrity and 
efficiency of tho pubhc service that the officers of the go- 
vernment Bhould not be left to starve in the midst of wealth 
which their position enabled them to grasp. He, therefore, 
established a Society for conducting a traffic in salt, on tho 
principle of a monopoly, the profits of which, after a reserva- 
tion of ten lacs of rupees a-year to tho Company, should bo 
divided among the servants of tbo Company according to 
their rank; the member of Council and the colonel receiving 
70,000 rupees a-year, and the subordinate officers, civil and 
military, in due proportion. The scheme continued m opera- 
tion for two years, and was then abolished by orders from 
home, which substituted in its stead a commission of two- 
and a-half per cent on the gross revenue of tho provinces 
cu»* » return ta After a residence *of twenty -two months m 

Ea Jim a, 1767 India, Cbvo was driven back to England by ® 
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severe attach of disease In the large transactions in 
which he had been engaged, involving the fate of great 
•kingdoms, and the disposal of crores of rupees, he might 
pasily have added fifty lacs of rupees to his fortune, but 
be returned to his native land poorer than he had left it 
It has fallen to the lot of few men to exercise J 30 lm 
portant and permanent an influence on the course , of 
human affairs When he landed in. Calcutta in 1757, he 
found the Company’s factory in ruins, and their servants m 
exile By 17G7, he had made the Company the sovereigns of 
twenty five millions of people, and masters of a revenue, 
little short of one half that of England. lie had laid the 
foundation of a great empire con taunng an irrepressible 
dement of expansion He had established the Supremacy of 
Europe in Asia His reception in England corresponded at 
first with Ins eminent merits, but it was not long before he 
was made to taste the bitterness of ingratitude His great- 
ness excited envy and censure The members of the civil 
Bervice, whose rapacity he had defeated abroad, made largo 
purchases of India stock on their return to England, and 
became members of the corporation in Leadcnhall street, that 
they might more effectually wreak their vengeance on lnm 
His rancorous enemy, Sullivan, endeavoured by garbled 
statements to persuade Parliament that all the difficulties of 
the Company were to be attributed to Ins measures The 
Court of Directors restored almost every civil and military 
cuipnt whom he had cashiered for peculation or mutiny 1 he 
Attorney General proposed to confiscate all the donations ho 
had received from native princes m India, and tho Pruno 
Minister joined tho hue and cry against him In Parha 
ment his conduct tvns described by Ins opponents “ as a mass 
of the most unheard of villantcs and corruption ’ But when 
a vote of censure was pressed on tho “House, the members 
shrunk from the scandal of fixing a brand of infamy on tho 
man who had given England a kingdom larger than itself, 
and came to the resolution that be had rendered great and 
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meritorious services to his countiy But his lofty spirit could 
ill brook the persecution he had been subjected to, and under 
pea bet the pressure of bodily and mental suffering, he*- 
c ive 1774 put a penod to his existence in November, 1774 
wretched con Lord Ckve was succeeded in the government 

d 67 *?-" ^ Verelst, a man of strict integrity, but 
^ t ” without sufficient resolution to cope with the dis- 
orders of the times ** Clive, with all his genius, had com- 
mitted the great error of establishing the sjstem of double 
government, which for five yearn proved to be the curse of 
Bengal The administration was nominally vested in the 
Nabob, in whose name the revenue was collected and justice 
administered, by native officers, but the u resistible power of 
the rapacious servants of tho Company paralysed the whole 
system of government, and introduced endless intrigue and 
oppression Those whom Clive had constrained to sign tho 
covenants against presents, treated them os waste paj cr as 
soon as his hick was turned, and plunged with increased 
ardour and perfect impunity into the trade of the country 
Fvcrj man who was permitted to mnhe out a till, made a 
fortune and the nefarious charges of contractors, com- 
missaries engineers, and other officers drained^ c treasury 
llic Council was without the power, even if thej had 
possessed the will, to check these abuses The three natives 
who managed tlio revenues enriched themselves, and left tho 
governor to borrow money for the public service It was at 
this period, and through their connuancc, that tho great 
majority of rent freo tenures was created, mid an annual 
revenue little short of forty lacs of rupees was alienated 
from the resources of the state It was a jieriod of tnwvu* 
ti n let ween the dissolution of the old Mihomcdan govern- 
ment mid tho vigorous development of British sovcmgiitv, 
and it was ns usu il "f nutful of anomalies, and not wanting 
in gu It These cv ils were aggravated to a fearful extent 1 ' 
tl o gTcat famine of 1770, w! ich swvj t nwaj one third of the 
|x>i illation of tho lorn r j formers. * 
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CHAPTER XII 

PROCEEDS OF EVENTS AT MADRAS AND BOMBAY, 17C1 — 1772 

Sta « of af&ji To return now to the progre-s of events at the 
>c iLidraa. Madras Presidency Tbe extinction of the French 
power m India by the capture of Pondicherry, had given 
Mahomed All, the ally of the English, the undisputed title if 
Isalxib of the Gann tic, and, though he had afforded them no 
assistance during the war, he regarded himself as the absolnt 
ruler of the country But he was conspicuous even among 
the pnuces of India for his imbecility , and his army was a 
mere rat hie, which devoured the resources of a territory they 
were unable to protect The Company thus found themselves, 
by the issue of the war, saddled wjth the defence of a 
province comprising 50,000 square miles without any re 
sources for the maintenance of a costly array, but the profits 
of their trade, which belonged to their constituents in London 
They were constrained, therefore, to demand a contribution 
of fifty lacs of rupees from Mahomed All to discharge the 
obligations they had contracted during the recent conflict 
Bat the Carnatic had been without any settled government 
for twenty y ears , every invader had desolated its districts, 
and the polvgars paid no revenue but at the sword’s point. 
The countn was moreover, now m the hands of a court at 
once wasteful and neglectful, which had hi en subsisting for 
many y cars on loans raised on exorbitant terms at Madras, 
which unjaiad the strength of thn«e who borrowed the 
money, and the morals of tho-,e who lent it 
/mirtoi Tm To meet this demand the Nabob proposed to 
pw, lisa the government of Madras to despoil the go\ er 
nore of Ycllore and tbe Marvwars, and more particularly the 
raj di of Tanjore, who c principality had, to a certain extent, 
escaped the ravages of war and which he was anxious to 
c[ propria li to himself Tanjore was an nnli.|>i.mIt,utpro\ met, 
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faced the Nizam at Tripcty, hnt lie had no mind to try con- 
clusions with them, and instantly evacuated the country 
•During these events, Clive happened to touch at Madras on 
his way to Calcutta, and was requested by the Nabob to 
ootatn a firman from Delhi, releasing him from dependence on 
the Nizam , and on the 12th of August in the earn# year, 
Mahomed Ah was empowered by the emperor’s sunnud to 
hold his fief directly of the imperial crattn 

To meet the expenses of their military estab- 
ufeNorthtni hshment at Madras, the Court of Directors were 
S* anxious to obtain a permanentnglit to the Northern 

sircars on the Coromandel coast, which had fur 
Dished the sinews of war to Bussy, and which were embraced 
in the districts ceded to Colonel Fordo by Salabut Jung m 
17o8 The Madras President had, at one tunc, offered to 
farm them of the Nizam at a high rent, but the proposal was 
declined. Clive, howet cr, during his. second administration, 
disposed of the question in a very summary manner On th » 
memorable 12tli of August, when he received the Dewanny 
from the emperor, he likewise requested an imperial grant of 
the Northern sircars for the Company, which was necessarily 
granted The Nizam, who had already lost his hold on tlio 
Carnatic, was not disposed tamel\ to part with this province 
likewise, and on hearing that an English force had been sent 
to take possession of the districts, threatened to march down 
and exterminate them, and also made preparations for the 
invasion of the Carnatic. The timid Presidency of Madras, 
alarmed at these menaces, directed their commander, General 


Calkaud, to suspend all mihtaxy operations, and proceed to 
Hyderabad to enter into negotiations with the Nizam 
t«m They resulted in the disastrous and humihiting 

\ mu, i"j& treaty of the 12th of November, 17GG, by wLich 
ivo» i the Madras authorities agreccf to hold the Northern 

shears, which had been conferred on them by the paramount 


pou er in India, as a tributary tenure unde r the N izam at eight 
lacs of rupees, a j car, and, in addition, to make an immediate 
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donation of five lats But what was still more objectionable, 
the President m\ olved the Company in the intncato web cf 
Deccan politics, by engaging to furnish the Nizam with two,, 
battalions of infantry ami six jiieces of cannon, “ to settle, m 
ev cry thing right and proper, the affairs of his highness’s 
go\ eminent,’ well knowing that the first requisition for the 
troops would bo to assist in attacking Hyder Ah, who had 
recently usurped thu ^lysoro throne, and against whom a 
confederacy had been formed of the Mahrattas and the 
Nizam 

uiaof "Wo turn, therefore, to the rise and progress of 

ii/der ah. tins extraordinary chief, who proved, eventually 

to bo the most formidable and inveterate foe tho English 
ever encountered in India The principality of Mysore w as 
one of the provinces of the Hindoo kingdom of Bccjuynugnr, 
which was extinguished on the field of Tclhcotta in 3501 
In the confusion created by this event, it fell to tho lot of a 
Hindoo prince, whose descendants continued, for two ten 
tunes, to maintain their independence and to encroach on 
their neighbours About tbe year 1750, the old dynasty 
having become effete, the whole power of the stato fell into 
the hands of the minister, Nunjeraj It was aE this juncturo 
that Hyder appeared on the scene, and, m a few y care, super 
eeded both 1 ing and minister His family came originally 
from the Punjab, and his father, Futtch Mahomed, gradually 
rose to be a sirdar of peons, or head constable, and then ob- 
tained the command of a email body of troops Hyder w**s 
bom about the year 1702, and, as he advanced in y ears, gave 
himself up to the pleasures of tbe chase, and plunged into 
voluptuous riot Like Sevajee, he was never able to read or 
write, but this deficiency was in some measure supplied by 
an extraordinary memory He remained in complete obscuuty 
during forty seven '•years of his life, and first entered the 
Mysore army as a volunteer at the siege of Deonhully, where 
his energy and self possession attracted the notice of Nun* 
jeiaj 
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Tht fopnjJLoa The minister immediately promoted him to the 
of hi« fartune, command of 50 hon=e and 200 infantry, with 
• instructions to augment their number, and it wa* 

this commi-ston which laid the foundation of his future fortune 
In 1755, the difficult task of providing for the safety of the 
fortress of Dindigut, lying to the south oF Tnclunopoly, was 
committed to him, and it was while in command of this post 
that he appears first to have cntertaified those ambitious 
views which he was enabled to bring to a consummation iq 
tL«* bncf space of Six \ ears Dindigul became the cradle of 
his power, and it was there that he increased lus resources by 
a system of plunder, of which there had been no example 
since the d ly s of Sevajec His troops were let loose indis- 
criminately on every one, fnend or foe, who had anything to 
lose, and their zeal was sharpened by permission to retain 
half the booty for themselves Ilydcr’s progress to power 
was aided in no small degree by lus unrivalled power of dis- 
simulation Ilaving on one occasion reported a great victory 
to Jtunjcraj, that minister sent his commi'-saiy to bestow 
the u«tnl pensions for wounds, when 700 men were cxhi 
bitcd to him, wrapped in banlages which had been steeped 
m turmcnc, whereas only 67 had been wounded By 
sinnUr acts of deceit, and by the npetit ion of fa!-e muster*, 
he was enabled to obtain Urge supplies of money, and to in- 
crease lus force to 7,000 At the same time, he procured 
skilled nrtizans from the French settlements on the coast, 
and cstabl shed an arsenal and a laboratory, and brought his 
art llcfy to a high degree of perfection 
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became mutinous for their arrears Hyder hastened to the 
capital, and engaged to satisfy their claims, on rectmng the 
assignment of fresh jaygeers By this politic act he ill* 
creased Ins resources, and at the same time obtained an 
influence over the troops, and all classes began to regard him 
as the guardian of order Soon after, he persuaded the 
minister to expel the Mahratta officers from the districts 
which had been pledged to the Peshwa, who immediately 
entered the country with a large force Hyder was appointed 
to the command of the Mysore army, and harassed the 
Mahrattas in their own style of warfare, with so much 
effect that they offered to relinquish the mortgaged territory 
for an immediate payment Hyder raised the money from 
the banters of the city on his own personal security, and the 
districts were transferred to lnm Then came fresh mutinies 
and the raja and the minister were besieged in their palaces 
Hyder was at hand to satisfy th® troops and received fresh 
assignments, till he found himself m possession of half th* 
domains of the state 

Hyder m- »u Lally was at this time besieged by Cootc m 
Uiiy 1760 Pondicherry, and solicited the of H> der, who 
engaged to furnish him with 8,000 horse and foot and a duo 
proportion of artillery, on being put m possession of the im 
portant fortress of Thiagur His relative and general, 
Mukdoom Ah, on his way to Pondicherry with the troops, 
fell m with a small English detachment, and defeated it. 
Hyder was so elated with this bucccss, that he immed ately 
ordered the strength of his contingent to be doubled If t! is 
increased force had reached the French settlement wh !e it 
Was besieged, the war between the English and the French 
might have exhib ted a very different result But Hyder was 
suddenly obliged to recall the whole force for the protection of 
hia own interests'** His usurpation of authority had created 
great indignation at the court, and the queen mother and the 
mja, in conjunction with hia bqsom friend, Khondch Bao, 
determined to take advantage of the absence of these troops 
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to crash his rising power He was encamped under th“ fort 
of Senngapatara with on!) 3,600 men, when the guns were 
mnespectedly opened on him, and he was obliged to fly for his 
life He retreated to Bangalore, and recalled his troops from 
Pondicherry, bat was overtaken and signally defeated by 
Ivhuiideh Rao 

Hrd«re- Hyder s fortunes now appeared desperate, bnt 
u* they were restored by hi^* Inatchless tact and 

n«urj»ui« hypoensy Unarmed and alone, he suddenly pre- 

tiutmt.isL gen ted himself before the minister, iVunjeraj, 
acknowledged his ingratitude with an appearance of the 
deepest penitence, and entreated that he might be forgiven, 
and allowed to serve under him in any capacity, however 
mean ISunjeraj was so simple as to give faith to these pro* 
fessions and condone lus offence, and Hyder was thus enabled 
to assemble an army, but Hhundch Rao still followed lum 
with such vigour that hig escape appeared impossible In 
this emergency, he contmed to throw in the way of his 
pursuer letters addressed to his officers, with the seal of 
Nanjcraj, in which allusion was made to certain treacherous 
proposals Khundeh Rao, considering himself betrayed by 
hio own officers, quitted his army, and fled with precipitation 
to Serin gapatam Ilyder was now enabled to assemble a 
powerful army, with which he ascended the ghauts, and on 
lus arrival at the capital m Mav, sent a menage to the raja 
station, “ that large sums were due to him from the state, 
which must be liquidated after which, if the raja thought fit 
to continue his services, it was well , otherwise he would de- 
part and seek lus fortune elsewhere’ Such a message, 
backed by an overwhelming force, could not be misunder- 
stood. The raja yielded to necessity and in June, 1761, re- 
linquished the government to Hyder Ah on receiving an 
assignment of lands of the annual vahie of three lacs of 
rupees for himself, and one lac for Jt unjeraj 
lammtMicu Hyder, now master of the kingdom of Mysore, 
plroTo. directed all lus energies to its aggrandisement. 
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and m the course of two years extended Ins frontier to 
the banks of the Eistna In. 17G3, he invaded the tcin 
tory of Bednore, on the summit of the ghauts, which oi es, 
looked the niantimo province of Canara The capital was 
eight mdt3 m circumference, and the country had not been 
expos'd to the desolation of war The queen set fire to h r 
palace, and fled with a large portion of the inhabi ants into 
the woods, and Betlnore submitted without a struggle It is 
said to have been the most wealthy cit) m the Deccan, and 
the plunder which Hydcr acquired has been estimated at 
twelve crores of rupees This sura is a manifest exaggera- 
tion, but he himself always attributed his subsequent proa 
penty to tho treasure he acquired in tlus city He had 
pievionsly changed his name from Hyder Naih to Hydcr Ah 
Khan Bahadoor, and he now introduced greater etiquette and 
Bplendour into the arrangements of lus court, and moreover 
took advantage of the access hp had obtained to tho sea 
coast, to commence the construction of a navy. 
amm* ©n ©f * urn now the progress of affairs among 

filulhoo Kao, the Mahrattas On the death of Balajee Bao, after 
no **’ EepL ’ fatal defeat at Paniput, his son, Madhoo Bao, 
a youth of eighteen, proceeded to'Batara, in com 
pany with his uncle, Boghoonath Rao, known m Bntish annals 
as Baghoba, and was invested with the ofTco of Pcslnva 1 J 
the descendant of Scvajcc, who was still held in confinement 
by his cruel grandmother, Tara-bj e b. izam Ah the dew an or 
prime minister of his brother Salabut Jung, who had usurped 
the whole power of the Hyderabad kingdom resoli ed to 
take advantage of the cnpplcd state of the Mahrattas, an 1 
the confusion of a new rugn, to recover tho district vl «ch 
tho deceased Peshwa had wrested from him in tho j receding 
1 car IIo marched to Poona with a large army, hut, on 
arriving within foiftteen miles of it, was in luccd to relax hi* 
demands, and accept lands yielding twenty seven lacs of 
rupees a year Six months after, he placed Ins Irothtr 
trailer restraint, and not long* after, when intelligence 
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arrived that he Ind been recognised soobadar of the Deccan, 
bj the peace of Pans, caused him to be put to death Before 
t*ie ccs ion of the districts was completed, the restless 
Kaghohs aeaozsWed ins troops to oppose Isizam -lb, who 
immediately formed an alliance with Bhonslay, the raja of 
Berar, and marched ag-un to Poona which, on this occasion, he 
plundered and burnt. Raghoba retaliated on lnm by marching 
to Hyderabad, and laying it under corrtbbutioiis The two 
armies met on the banks of the Godaieiy The faithless 
1.11am au He- Bhonslay was induced by the promise of lands, 
re* ed tj rs valued at thirty two lacs of rnpccs a year, to 
s** 058 ’ desert Nuam Ah, and jom Raghoba , and the 
result of this treachery was the entire defeat of the Nizam 
with immense slaughter The raja of Berar, however, was 
not long permitted to retain the fruits of his perfidy He 
had incensed the Pcshwa by joining Nizam All, and Nizam Ah 
by deserting to the ATahratJas on the eve of the battle, and in 
176C, the united armies of these princes invaded Berar, and 
constrained him to restore four-GStha of tho temtoiy he had 
gamed by bis treachery 

MihmtL mi- Mysore had hitherto been considered by the 
t«k defeat Manrattas a subnu sive province, paying chout, 
ujder 17G4. 311< j affording a field for plunder when no other 

expedition happened to be on hand. The sudden rise and 
raj id encroachment of a new power roused the indignation of 
the Peshwa and, ha\ing disposed of Nizam Ah, he deter 
mined to chastise tho audacity of Hyder, u ho had already 
increased lus force to 20 000 horse and 40 000 foot, one half 
of which conflated of welt disciplined infantry battalions It 
was his first regular encounter with the Mahrattas, and he 
was completely foiled in all his movements. At the do«e of 
the monsoon, the Mahrattas again took the field, and forced 
Hyder to a general action ui which he wafc again routed, with 
the loss of 10,000 men The Mahratta hor«e spread over 
the country and plundered it without mercy, and Hyder con 
s d red himself fortunate in obtaining peace by the restora 
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tion of the greater portion of the districts he had usurped, 
and the payment of thiity- two lacs of rupees. These disasters 
shook his power in the other provinces he had recently con* 
quered, and it required a full year to restore his authority. 
Early in 17GG, his ambition led him to invade the maritime 
province of Malabar. The Nairs, or military chieftains, 
anxious to maintain their hereditary renown, and to preserve 
their independence, "offered a noble resistance, but their 
chivalrous valour could not avert their fate, and the whole pro* 
vince was reduced to subjection. In his progress along tho 
coast, Ilyder reached the town of Calicut, memorable ns tho 
place where tho Europeans first set foot on the soil of India. 
The district had never been invaded by tho Mahomcdan arms 
and tho Hindoo chief still bore the title of Zamorin, os in the 
days of Albuquerqne. He was awed into submission by the 
overwhelming force of Hyder, but seeing liis minister subjected 
to torture, lie set fire to his palace* and voluntarily perished in 
tho flames to avoid a similar fate. 
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nnd subjected them eventually to the greatest ignominy. 
The Mahrattas determined to forcstal the Nizam, and -without 
waiting for Ins co operation, crossed the Kistna m January, 
1767, and hcfoio the end of March lnd plundered the 
northern districts to the extent of seventeen lacs of rupees. 
Ilydcr discreetly bought them off by a payment of thirty 
lacs more Madboo Kao, the Pcshwa, on his return from this 
successful expedition in May, met the Nijam’s army at Colar, 
and was requested to fihare the pluncLr with it, but ho 
treated the request with derision, and returned to his capital, 
leaving him and Ins English ally to settle with Hyder as they 
best could 

Colonel Smith who commanded the contingent 
rJESSSj Bntish troops, found, on joining the Nizam’s 
|o!m l.rd.r camp, that this perfidious pnnee, had already 
entered into negotiations with Hyder, and the 
Colonel advised the Presidency to he prepared for the 
inv asion of tho Carnatic by their ally, ns well as by their 
enemy To rcmo\ c suspicion the Nizam made the strongest 
protestations of inviolable good faith, but Colonel Smith, on 
entering the Mysore territory in May, 1767, perceived such 
utiequiv ocal tokens of collusion, that he retired with the bulk 
of his force towards his own frontier, leaving only three bat- 
talions and some field pieces with the Nizam, at his special 
request Wlnlo this negotiation was in progress, tlic Nizam 
wag intriguing with Nunjcraj, formerly minister of the old 
rvj of Mysore, for the subversion of Ilyder’a jvower Iljdcr, 
who had discovered the plot, inn 2cd N unjeraj to Senagapatam, 
alter taking a solemn oath on the Koran to do him no harm, 
an 1, on his arm al, showed him that tho oath had been taken 
on a hook of blank leaves, and then stripped lum of all his 
property , and consigned lnm to perpetual imprisonment. The 
bargain being now co-nj feted, the Nizam engaged to join in 
an attack on tho Engluli, on receiving an irnmcd.ato payment 
of twinty lacs of rupees, and a promise of six lacs of tribute 
Hut tli-s Bocae of trcachcrj* was relieved by one act of gene- 
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rosity , the English contingent of three battalions was allowed 
to leave the Nizam’s camp without being attacked The com- 
bined army of ITyder and tko Nizam w Inch now advanced 
against the English, numbered 42,000 cavaliy, 28,000 infantrj, 
and 100 guns, while Colonel Smith was only able to muster 
1,030 sabres, and 5,800 bajonets, with 16 guns 
mu a ©r The first encounter with the English troops 

Changan a, ltd took pliije on the 23th of August, w lien a small 
detachment was surprised and discomfited Iho 
honour of the British flag was, how ever, retrieved at Chan- 
gam a, where Colonel Smith totally routed the allied force, 
but as the Madras Council had entrusted the charge of the com- 
missariat to their Nabob, Mahomed All, and he had, as usu d, 
disappointed them, Colonel Smith found his arm} straitened 
for provisions, and was obliged to fall Lack on Tnno- 
malcc, where, after \anous manoeuvres, ho was able to offer 
battle to the allies The engagement lasted two- da^s, mid 
ended in their total defeat, with fl.o In«<, «r A nno men and 64 
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duct from tho commencement of your negotiations for tho 
sircars, without the strongest disapprobation, and when wo 
bcc tlic opulent fortunes acquired by our servants since that** 
period, it gives but too much weight to the public opinion, 
that this rige for negotiations, treaties, and alliances has 
pnvatc,adnntige for its object, more than tho public good ” 
Hj«er or Ilyder’s presence was required on the western 
western ceaet, cfcaet, to bi^l e head against a formidable expedi- 
tion fitted out from Bombay against Jus ports and 
lus naval power Mangalore and Onore were captured, and 
the Mysore fleet destroyed , but in the month of May Ilyder 
descended the ghauts with an imposing force, and completely 
turned the scale The British commander at Mangalore, 
after a wretched dtftucc, re embarked his troops, 1,500 in 
number, abandoning, not only all lus stores, but 2G0 of his 
wounded soldiers, among whom were 80 Europeans Hyder, 
after wreaking his vengeance ot^ the districts which had 
manifested a spirit of rebellion during the brief ascendancy 
of the English power on the coast, returned, after the lapse 
of seven months, to prosecute the war in the eastern districts 
But the great opportunity which hia long absence afforded to 
the British army in the Carnatic had been completely sacrificed 
by the imbecility of the Madras authorities As if the 1 ing 
dom of Mysore were already in their possession, they had 
given it away to their Nabob, Mahomed Ah, and he accom 
pamed the army to take charge of the districts as they were 
occupied The provision of the commissariat, on which the 
movements of the army entirely depended, was, by a fatal error, 
committed to him, and Colonel Smith, the commandant was 
controlled and hampered by the deputation of two members 
of Council to regulate its movements In spite, however, of 
these embarrassments, his exertions wcie attended with such 
success, that nearly one half the dominions of Hjder, to- 
gether with eight of his principal forts, and the most impor- 
tant mountain passes fell into hishyids Ilyder, after a calm 
consideration of the progress and prospects of the campaign 
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deemed it the part of prudence in the month of September, 
to mate overtures to Colonel Smith offering to cede tla 
>Bartxinahal to the Company, and to pay down ten lacs of 
rupees. Cut the Prc'ident and Council, inflated with recent 
success, made the most extravagant demands and Hjder 
broke off the negotiation, and prepared for a mortal conflict 
Tte tile tam. Tie tide of success now tuned against the 
e* £»• English Colonel Smith \y*d constrained by the 
tfub. i sa. gjjjjfuJ manoeuvres of Ilyder to rai«c the siege of 
Bangalore, and it was with great difficulty that he was able 
to maintain lu» ground The * field deputies” and the \abob 
had remained at Colar, where a body of troops, equal to a 
division, was idly detained for their protcc ion Tuey had 
managed between them to tutu the prospects of the campaign, 
the deputies hj their mischievous interference, the Jrabob bj 
his neglect in regard to the 6upplv of provi« ons On the ap 
pcarancc of a detachment e«nt by Ilyder to temfy tlcm, 
they hastened back to Madias accompanied by Colonel Smith, 
who bad been invited to return to tl e Pres.dcncv to make room 
for a more favourite commander Colonel Wood. Thus ended 
all the brght vi* ons of conquest in which the Madras Council 
Lad been indulging during tie war and they were now 
obi ged to hm t their efforts to the defence of the Company s 
territories On the 6th of December Hvder descended into 
the Baramahal and in the course of sa weeks recovered all 
the d. tncts winch he had lo^t It was now the turn of the 
Council to sol cit an accommodation with him but the terms 
ther proposed d.d not suit him and, after two months of 
fruitless negotiations, he resumed his ravages marking his 
progress by the Carnes of villages and the flight of the 
wretched inhabitants Colonel Smith was placed at the head 
of the troops and, by his rapid and skilful movements, so 
effectually baffled the plans of Hvder thht he determined to 
attempt, by one bold stroke to bring the war to a tetmma 
awwa-ko t» tion. Sending all his guns, heavy bagjraj^ and 
i’®*** 1 a infantry back to Mysore by the pa«3 of Ahtoor, 
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he placed himself at the head of 6,000 chosen horse, unen- 
cumbered by a single gun, and marched a hundred and thirty 
miles in tlirce days and a half Early on the morning of tho* 
29th of March, his advanced guard appeared at St Thome, 
five miles from Madras, and a messenger soon after \n- 
nounced to the ben lldcred Council that he had come to con- 
duct the negotiations in person. Colonel Smith had been 
rapidly following m llin^rack, and would shortly have reached 
Madras Ilydcr therefore demanded that an order should ho 
immediately sent leqnmng him to halt, wherever lie might 
be, on tho arrival of the communication, which was des- 
patched by one ot lus own dromedaries, and the Colonel, to 
his great chagrin, was obliged to remain inactivo during 
this disgraceful negotiation Ilydcr likewise required that 
Mr. Dupre, who had recently arrived at Madras, to succeed to 
the office of President, should be sent to lus camp to adjust tho 
conditions of jicacc On the 4th ql April a treaty was con- 
cluded on the very moderate terms of a mutual restitution of 
conquests But it Mas at the same time stipulated that “ m 
case cither of the contracting putics should be attached, they 
should from their respective countries mutually assist each 
other to dm c the enemy out.” • Thus ended tins ill -man aged 
and unfortunate warty a treaty dictated by I^dcr, under tho 
Malls of .Madras. 
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demanded a crore of rupees, and the negotiation was broken 
off In the month of May, 1771, lie was constrained by the 
«*tnte of Ins health, to relinquish the command of the Mahratta 
arnij , winch devolved on Trim buck mama Cyder,' who 
dreaded the abilities of the Peshwa, but held the new com 
mander in contempt, advanced with So, 000 men and forty 
guns, to the pass of Milgota, where he found himself en- 
trapped mto a false position After s^taming an incessant 
cannonade for eight days, he was constrained, on the 5th of 
March, to break up his encampment, and commence his re- 
treat to Senngapatam, a distance of about twenty-two miles 
The army commenced its stealthy march by night, but it was 
revealed to the Mahrattas by accident or treachery, and they 
instantly made a vigorous assault on the retiring force 
XI}der, who had been dnnl ing to excess and had not been 
able to rebeve the effects by his usual period of sleep, was m 
a state of helpless mebrijty Tippoo was nowhere to he 
found, and when he presented himself to his father, the next 
morning, was overwhelmed with abuse, and beaten without 
mercy, on which he threw big turban on the ground, and 
swore by the prophet that he would not draw sword any 
more that day The rout was complete, and the carnago 
prodigious, and the army was saved from extermination only 
by the avidity of the Mahrattas for plunder Cyder, on rc 
covering lus senses in tlic morning, mounted a Bwift home, 
and did not draw rein till he reached his capital Tho 
Mahrattas laid close siege to it, but as they managed it with 
more than usual absurdity, Cyder had leisure to collect lus 
scattered forces During these troubles, lie repeatedly im 
portuned tl c President of Madras for that succour which tho 
Ftiglisb goicrnmeut was bound, by the receut treaty, to 
afford him Ho offered to pay twenty lacs of nipcc3 for a 
brigade of troops, and to cede the BaAmahal, Salem, and 
Alitoor, and thnatcncl to throw himself into tho arms of the 
F^nch if tho assistance was withheld Tho President con- 
fcvic.tC'1 it of vital uopattaacc to the honour and. interests o£ 
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the Company to support Hyder. But he was paralysed by 
the presence and the interference of Sir John Lindsay, whom 
the ministry of the day had, by an act of incredible folly, sen* 
out ah the King’s representatn e to tho court of Mahomed Ah, 
and that prince was thus relieved from the salutary control 
of the, Madras government. It was two years before this 
mischievous mission was recalled, during which time the 
Nabob was enabled to, indulge lus extravagant propensities 
with perfect impunity, to the great delight and benefit of bis 
European creditors He insisted on an alliance with the 
Mahrattas, which was supported by Sir John Lindsay, and 
the Madras Council, not darmg to act in opposition to ono 
who was clothed with the royal authority, were constrained to 
abandon Hyder to lus fate The desolation of his districts, and 
tho exhaustion of his resources, at length com polled him to sue 
for peaco to tho Mahrattas, which w as not granted without the 
immediate payment of thirty sixh^sof rupees, besides thosti- 
\ illation of fourtccu lacs of rupees of annual tribute, aud the 
cession of territory, which reduced the kingdom of Mysore to 
narrower limits than it comprised at the l cginnmg of the ecu* 
tury Nothing exhibits tho incapacity or tho Madras authori- 
ties during the war with Ifjdtr so conspicuously as tho contrast 
between the disgrace which ho inflicted on them and tho 
tiumihation ho sustained from tho Mahrattas two jears later 
The breach of faith to which he attrbuted his misfortunes ho 
nc\er forgot or forgave, and it resulted in establishing Mah- 
ratta garrisons on the northern frontier of the Carnatic. 
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established, was not of Ins family, bnt was jhccl nt the held 
of the army by Aylah bye, tho pnucess w ho, for thirty 
*care, managed the Btatc with consummate ability The 
armv, consisting of 300 000 horse and foot, and commanded 
by Vi^ajec, the Fe«hwa a general, burst like a flood on Raj 
pootana, and levied contributions to the extent of ten lacs of 
rupees. The Jauts, the next victims, were constrained to 
make a composition for 6 ixty fhc lac^, of which ten were 
paid down at once During these transactions, the Mah- 
ratta chiefs invited the emperor to return to Delhi under 
their protection That pnnee had continued to reside at 
Allahabad after the arrangement concluded by Chve in 
17Ga, in the tranquil enjoyment of the stipend allotted to lum 
The government of Delhi and of the districts still attached to 
the crown, were administered for Bevcn 3 ears with extra- 
ordinary talent and succesc, by I\njeeb ood dowlah, tho 
Rohilla chief, whom Hr *Verclst, the governor of Bengal, 
justly designated “ a great and good man,” and on his death 
in October, 1770, by lus son Zabita Khan The emperor was 
naturally desirous of proceeding to Delhi and mounting the 
throne of hn> ancestors The Mahrattas were equally dcs rous 
of becoming the instrument of seating him on it, and turning 
the influence of his name to account The Council in Cal 
cutta, however, strongly dissuaded him from this measure, 
feeling confident that it would involve the affairs of Hm 
dostan in confusion, and eventually prove detnmental to his 
own interests But the emperor turned a deaf ear to their 
jemonstranccs and threw himself on the protection of the 
"Mahrattas, hy whom he was conducted to Delhi and installed 
on the 2oth of December, 1771 
Early in 177’ they entered RobUcund reduced the Dooab, 
and laid waste the whole province The fam ly of Zabita 
Khan was made prisoners, and the great wealth accumulated 
by lum and his father they appropriated to their own use 
The Rohilla chiefs in thejr extremity, were driven to solicit 
the aid ol the "Vizier, though they were fatty aware that the 
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their country, and nuke common cause in the expedition 
The Vizier, m an agony of terror, offered, when the Mahrattna 
tptixed, to restore the bond Hafiz had given him But the 
Uohilla chief needed no such inducement to refrain from an 
alliance with those whom he regarded as “ the savage and 
infidel Mahrattas,” and resolved to co operate with the Vizier 
w opposing them That helplesspnnce, at the same time, im- 
plored the aid of the Council mCalcuttajivho directed a brigade 
of troops to advance for the protection of the country Several 
detachments of Mnhratta horse laid waste a portion of Rohil- 
cund, 1 but tbe mam body was held in check by the combined 
forces of the Rohifias, the Vizier, and Sir Richard Barker 
Meanwhile, the p oung Peshwa, having planned nn expedition 
to the south, required the presence of the troops employed m 
ILndostan, and the Mahratta general suddenly broke up his en 
campmcnt in the month of Map, and retired across the Jier- 
bndda, laden with the booty of three campaigns But, even 
bef >re the disappearance of the Mahrattas, and while the Ro- 
hiUa chiefs were cordially engaged in supporting the cause of 
the Vizier, that pnnee was plotting their expulsion from 
Rohilcund, and the appropriation of their estates The 
sequel of thcSe transactions, belongs to the history of 
Hastings s administration, and we turn therefore to the 
progress of Indian affaire ui England. 

The British Government m India at this period 
•rauroTtiM was a strange and unprecedented anomaly The 
c»"w » agents of a London trading Company had in a 
r ,T»mxaf f e \r years acquired the sovereignty of prounccs 
twice the size of England, and were cmj loyed m ruling a 
populatK ri twice os numerous as the subjects of their own 
king The directors of a counting house m London were 
making poact and war, setting up thrones and pulling t! cm 
down, and disposing of pnncely revenue* 5 Their servants 
al road with salaries of only three or four hundred pounds a 
jear, w* ro moreoi cr, coming home, pear after pear, with 
colossal fortunes, made in four or file pears and setting cy 
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thus became a scene of jobbery and corruption, such as had 
never, perhaps, been 6cen in England before, and was scarcely 
paralleled by the depravity which prevailed among their ser- 
vants abroad The great marvel is, how the British power in 
India survived the crime and confusion which with sotaa 
brilliant exceptions, characterised the period of fifteen ^ ears, 
between the battle of Plassy, and the new organisation of 1773 
„ .. . _ In these circumstances tJ tre was a general dt- 

l ftrUamtmirj _ . _ ( w 

interf nn«, manu for Parltamentary enquiry It was seventy 
11,1 years since the Douse of Commons had interfered 

in the affairs of the Company, it was then only a commercial 
interest ; it was now a political power The first movement of 
the Minister was to claim for the Crown the sovereignty of 
tho territories acquired by its subjects in India The Com 
pany resisted the demand, and maintained that tho poises 
eions which had been obt lined by their arms belonged 
•‘xclastvclj to them Thq dispute was for a time compro- 
msed by conceding the territorial revenues to them for five 
years, on the payment of forty lacs a Year to tho nation It 
was l he wise projtoscd to remedy the disorders in India by 
sending out thjee of tho most eminent of tho retired servants 
of the Company with unlimited powers, but tho vessel in 
which they cm! arhc 1 foundered at sea 
r«»ne jn Mcanw hile, tho financial difficulties of the Com- 
UruatinsAct T nn y brought on a emu* All the golden dreams 
which tho acquisition of the three soobalis had 
created, were rudely iL stpated fraudulent bills in India 
for contract", cantonment" anl fortifications and extravagant 
charges for (nulling, diet, and parade, hal exhausted the 
auqlus revenue, and created a deficit. ith a revenue of 
two millions nnl a 1 atf a year, there wns a <1 bt of a 
null on and a quarter in London, and of more than a million in 
Calcutta. The Court of Proprietor* as if they were anxious 
to compete with tie prof gacy or their tenants in India, 
chose fins pen*! of impon {jng bankruptcy, to rote themselves 
a dividend of twelve and a half per cent The Court of 
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Directors borrowed repeatedly of the Bant of England, nntd 
the Bank would lend no more They then applied to the 
minister, Lord North, for a loan of a million from the public^ 
to prevent closing the doors of the India House, and he coolly 
referred them to Parhamert, which was convened earher 
than usual, to take their afFairs into consideration A Select 
Committee was appointed in 1772 to collect evidence, when 
the whole system of ^violence and iniquity, by wmch the 
British name had been tarnished m India, and individuals 
ennehed, was laid bare to the nation Parliament determined 
at once to take the regulation of Indian affairs mto its own 
hands The Directors protested against this violation of their 
chartered rights, as they termed the intervention of Par- 
liament, but they bad incurred universal odium and contempt, 
and the Minister was enabled to carry Ins measures with a 
high hand. The immediate necessities of the Company were 
relieved by the loan of a million sterling from the exchequer 
The vicious constitution of the India House was corrected, 
the qualification for a Bingle vote was raised from £500 to 
£1,000, and twelve hundred proprietors were thus disfran 
chised at one stroke, no individual was to epjoy more than 
four rotes, whatever amount of stock he might hold , and six 
Directors only were to go out annually, which extended the 
tenure of office to four years The Governor of Bengal waB 
appointed Governor General, on a salary of £25,000 a year, 
f with four counsellors al £10,000, and they were in the first 
instance nominated by Parliament At the same time a 
Crown Court was established in Calcutta, to administer 
English law on the model of the Courts in \V estmmster, witL 
a Cluef Justice at £8 000, and three Puisne Judges, at £6,000 
a year The Act which embodied these provisions is known 
as the Regulating Act. Its enactments regarding the homo 
government were highly judicious and beneficial , but those 
which referred to the government in India concocted without 
knowledge or experience, only seemed to increase tho com- 
plication of affaire, and shook tho power of Britain in the East 
to its foundation. . 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Hastings's aduixistratiov and the mahratta war, 

1772—178 2 

"Warren Hastixcs was appointed the first Governor General 
under the new Act, — a man endowed by nature with the great 
est talent for government, and whose renown has not been 
eclipsed by the most illustrious of his successors He landed 
in Calcutta in January, I7o0, at the age of eighteen, and was 
employed for sue years m the duties of appraising 6 ilk and 
muslins, and copying mvoices The political exigencies wluch 
arose out of the battle of Placsy BDddenly developed Ins ad- 
ministrative abilities, which Clive was the first to discover 
and foster He was selected to represent the Company at 
the Moorshedabad durbar, which at the tune, was one of 
the most arduous and delicate posts in the service Three 
years after, he came by rotation to tho Council board m Cal 
cutta, and strenuously supported Mr Vansittart in his oppo- 
sition to those profligate measures which issued in the war 
with Meer Cassun In the most venal period of the Bengal 
administration he was distinguished by high principle and 
unsullied probity, and returned to England on furlough in 
graceful poverty, while his *_oUeagnes were retiring from the 
service with ambitious fortunes By this step be forfeited his 
position m the serv cc, according to the rules then in force, 
and he long solicited to be restored to it, but without success 
By a happy accident, however, he was at length required to 
give evidence before a committee of the House of Commons 
when the clearness of Ins statements, and the breadth of his 
views, excited the ndmtration both of the Court of Directors 
and tho Ministry , and he wao at once appointed second m 
Council at Madras- 

sum !>»-»], The doulle government established by Clive 
ams-ams- .rAvr Ah? .MyinsvAtiw A hp .Ibw.MHy’, AUnigd* »ar 
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garded at 11 ret as a master piece of policy, soon proved to 
bo tbc curse of Bengal It combined all the uccs of a native 
government with all the confii^ton and mischief inseparable 
from foreign interference Tho management of the revenue, 
which included the entire administration, was in the lnnds of 
nativo.agcnts, who wero subject to tho supcnision of tho 
British resident at Moorshedabad, but lus control was merely 
nominal There was«po European functionary in Bengal 
conversant with revenue details, and the zemindars were at 
liberty to make their own terms with tho rjots on the one 
hand, and with the treasuiy on the other, in every case it 
wa9 tho interests of the state which suffered Individuals 
grew nch, while the government was sinking in debt To 
cbcch these abuses, supervisors or collectors v ere appointed 
in 1769 to look after the revenue , but they were both ignorant 
and rapacious, and became mere tools in tho hands of their 
banians, or native factors The public money they collected 
was employed, for the most part, in supporting the mono- 
polies which they and their native banians Lad established, m 
the traffic of the district, and tbo value of their appointments 
consequently ranged from one to three lacs of rupees a year 
The Court of Directors determined, therefore, “ to stand forth 
as Duan, and to take on themeelvcB the entire care and 
management of the revenues through the agency of their 
own servants ” Tlus decision involved a complete revolution 
in the whole system of administration, cml, criminal, and 
fiscal, among twenty fi\ e millions of people, and a more mo- 
mentous change than any which had taken place since the 
days of Akbar and Toder Mull Hastings waB considered the 
only man m the Company’s servico capable of inaugurating 
this new policy, and he was accordingly elevated to the chair 
in Bengal, and took charge of the government on the 13th 
April, 1772 ° 

17 wren Hart- Upon this arduous task he entered with great 
SJ5“m. zeal anti energy It was resolved to farm out the 
Cn»t «*»nm lands for five years, and the President and foui 
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members of tbs Council proceeded through the districts 
to conduct the settlements The offers made by the zemin* 
•dare were, however, deemed unsatisfactory, and it was deter* 
mined to put the lands up to competition, after abolishing 
some of the most oppressive of the imposts with which the 
laud bad latterly been saddled Where the old zemindars 
were displaced by higher bidders, an allowance was granted 
foi their support out of the rents Tho Kb aba, or exchequer, 
was removed from Moorehedabad to Calcutta, to winch the 
entire administration of the country, m every branch, was 
transferred, and which became, from this date, the capital of 
Bengal. The charge of avil and criminal justice in each 
district was entrusted to European officers, and two courts of 
appeal were established at the Beat of government. Without 
the aid of an English lawyer, Hastings drew up a short and 
simple code of regulations for the new courts, which exhibited 
in a remarkable degree the versatility of his talents All 
these organic changes in the system of government were 
completed in six months. 

The am Bo. The Mahrattas had no sooner crossed tho 

wiuw ii i. Ganges on their return home, than tho Vizier 
began to importune Hastings to assist him in seizing the 
province of Jlohilcnnd, and offered a donation of forty lacs 
of rupees, and the payment of two lacs a month for the scr- 
MCC3 of the English force The Court of Directors, over- 
whelmed with debt and disgrace, were imploring the Council 
in Calcutta for remittances, and urging a reduction of tho 
militnrj expenditure, which was devouring the resources of 
the country The treasury in Calcutta was empty, bnt the 
ofler of the Vizier seemed to be exactly adapted to meet tho 
exigency Mr Hastings was assured that the Rohillas had 
offered to paj tho \ izier the sum of fortj lara of rupees if he 
would deliver them from the Afahrattas^ that they had been 
saved from destruction bj the presence of tho ^ izicr*s troop3 
and those of his English^ollj, and, that now the danger was 
ja^cd, they refused to pa} anything With tbs garbled 
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statement of Iho case, Hastings satisfied his conscience, end 
concluded that their ingratitude deserved punishment, and 
that, on the plan suggested by the Vizier, an net of j«s\ 
retribution might be made tho means of replenishing tho 
Company *s coffers Tho Vizier n anted territory, and Ilflsttngs 
wantql money “ Such,” he wrote, “ was my idea of the 
Company’s distress in Fngland and India, that I ehem’d havo 
been glad of any occufion of employing theso forces, u hlch 
saves so much of their pay and expenses ** Hastings 
accordingly proceeded to Beuarcs in August, 1773, and con- 
tludcd n treaty with tho ^ izicr-on the terms proposed by him 
The districts of Corab and Allahabad were considered to 
havo lapsed to the Company, when the emperor, to whom 
Clive had given them, was compelled to mal o them over to 
the Mahrattas Tho defence of theso districts— such was 
the extravagance and embezzlement in the military depart- 
ment — had cost the treasury two crorcs of rupees in five 
years, and Hastings wisely determined to “free the Company 
from this intolerable burden ’ and transferred them to tho 
Vizier who offered an additional payment of fifty lacs of 
rupees for them The subsidy of twenty sixjacs of rupees 
a year from the revenues of the thiee soobahs, which had 
leen settled on the emperor, was suspended during the 
great famine which depopulated and pauperised Bengal, and, 
as he had now ceased to be a free agent, it was finally 
abobshed 

Detraction of Vizier having secured the aid of an English 

the Rohu oj force demanded of Hafiz Ruhmut the payment of, 
m« April ’ the balance of his bond, thirty five lacs of rupees 

Hafiz offered to mal e good whatever sum the 
Vizier had actually paid the Mahrattas for their forbearance, 
but as be knew that he had never paid them anything the 
offer was treated vhth contempt Hafiz, seeing the storm 
ready to burst upon his head, proposed a compromise, but 
the Vizier raised his demand to twp hundred lacs of rupees, 
and the PolnUas adopted the resolution of defending their 
independence to the last extremity Colonel Champion the 
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British commander, advanced into Robflcnnd, accompanied by 
the Yizicr’s army, and the campaign was decided in a single 
Engagement, on the 23rd of April, 1774 Hafiz brought 
40,000 Rol illas into action, and exhibited a degree of military 
skill and courage, which excited the admiration of his Enro 
pcan opponents But nothing could withstand the steady 
charge of Bntish bayonets, and after two hours of severe 
conflict, and the slaughter of more «flian 2 000 RohiUas — 
among whom was the brave Hafiz and Ins son — they were 
obliged to fly The dastardly Yizier remained with his troops 
beyond the reach of fin., till thO Foliillas were defeated, 
when he let them loose to plnnder the camp “ We have 
the honour of the day ' exclaimed the indignant Champion, 
“and these banditti the profit * 

Kci 'tfioni on This transaction is one of the few stains on the 
thu nonunion, bnght and honourable career of Hastings It has 
been nrged in extenuation, of it that tl e RohiUas were mere 
usurpers, with no right to the province but that of the sword 
Bu* so were nine tenths of the pnnees of India at the time 
Tne usurpation of Holhar, and Smdia, and Hy dor Ah and 
even of the I ^sliwa, and the bizarn, was quite ns modem H3 
that or the RohiUas, and the Nabob vizier himself was only 
il e grandson 'of the KTionisan merchant, who had ahenated 
Oude trom the crown of Delhi That the RohiUas formed a 
powerful confederacy on the borders of Oude, which in the 
unsettled state of India, might have joined the Mahrattas 
and endangered the safety of a province which the Company 
was bound, no less by policy than by treaty to defend cannot 
be controverted- The extinction of this dangerous power 
was a wise and politic measure so far as any thing tl at is 
intnnsicalh unjust can be wi«e and politic. Such transactions 
urn., moruncr, of constant occurrence in India no nitivc 
prince saw anything unusual or unjust in it, and even the 
Rol illas themselves considered it only as one of the chances 
of war to which they, in common with all states, were con 
stinth liable Bat it was inconsistent with tint I/gJier 
stall 1 ird of morals by which Hastings a conduct was judged 
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in England, and it has been invariably condemned, even by 
those who admire his genius The conduct of the Vizier 

toward* tVe conqiitiTcd, in Bprto of HaBtvngB’B xtOTrowtiKvnec% 

and threats, was infamous, but tho assertion that 600,000 
husbandmen were dnven across tho Ganges, and that tho 
country was reduced to a bare and uninhabitable waste, was 
an Oriental exaggeration Tho “extermination," which wa3 
•so loudly denounced the enemies of Hastings, had refe- 
rence only to the power of tho Afghans, who did not exceed 
20,000 in number The Hindoo natives of tho soil, numbering 
moic than n million, experienced no other distress than that 
"Inch follows every change of masters in India 
AfHvsi of ti o Hastings had succeeded in reorganising tho 

tMnUilf administration, and extinguishing the Indian debt 
coum.li i7« He had overcome all the difficulties winch beset 
Ins position on Ins arrival , bat he was now called to encounter 
the more 6crious dangers which ijrose out of the provision 
made by the wisdom of Parliament for the bettor government 
of India The judges of the Supreme Court and the now 
members of Council arrived from England, and landed at 
Chandpal ghaut on the 19th of October, 177^, with the firm 
conviction that the government was a compound of tyranpy 
and corruption, which it was their mission to purify Ab the 
judges stepped on shore, one of them, observing the bare legs 
and feet oF the natives who crowded to the eight, said to his 
colleague, “ Our court, brother, certainly was not established 
before it was needed I trust we shall not have* been 6ix 
months in the country before these victims of oppression are 
comfortably provided with shoes and stockings” Of the 
counsellors, Colonel Monson had served on the coast, General 
Clavenng was the favourite of the King and the ilmistiy , 
and Hr Francis, the undoubted author of Junius’s letters, 
had been an assistant in the War Office, and was distinguished 
for his talents and his malignity They had all imbibed the 
most violent prejudices against iff Hastings, and regarded 
hun as a monster of iniquity, whom it was the part of \ irtue 
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1 eagnes that all the engagements between the two states were 
cancelled by this event, except those which referred to the 
payment of arrears , and that whatever assistance he migltt 
receive from British troops mast be based on a new arrange- 
ment A treaty was accordingly concluded under the 
auspurs of Mr Francis, and although he had condemned 
Hastings m no measured terms “lor letting out British 
troops for lure to tBo Vizier,” the services of the brigade 
weic continued to him, but the amount of the hire was 
augmented by half a lac of rupees a month Tho Vizier was 
like tv ise peremptorily commanded to cede to the Company , 
the zermndary of Benares, which yielded ttv enty-two lacs of 
rupees a year, and tins was tho only addition made to 
the British territory dunng the long period of Hastings s 
ndnuinstr ition 
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peatedly denounced by the Court of Directors for his perfidy, 
and whose career had been marked by the most nefarious 
intrigues and treachery, offered to impeach Hastings, and wig 
immediate!) taken into the alliance of the three counsellors 
Under their auspices, he held his durbar m state m Calcutta, 
and issued his mandates to the zemindars throughout the 
country. At length, he came forward with a charge against 
Hostings of having received a bribe of three la^s and a half 
of rupees on the appointment of Muuee Begum, the widow of 
Moor Jafficr, and his own son, Raja Gooroodass, to the 
management of the Nabob’s household at Moorslicdabad, and 
likewise of having connived at the embezzlements of Mahomed 
Roza khan for a douceur of ten lacs Mr Trancis and his col- 
leagues proposed that Nundu koomar should he called before 
the Council hoard to substantiate the charge Hastings, as 
might have been, expected, opposed this proceeding -with great 
indignation “ I know,” he said, “ ^vbat belongs to the dignity 
and character of the first member of this administration, and I 
will not sit at this board in the character of a criminal ” It 
docs not appear that on tins or any other occasion, Hastings 
endeavoured to stifle enquiry, or objected to his opponents 
forming a committee of investigation, and reporting their 
proceedings to their masters at home, or referring the questions 
at issue to the arbitnment of the Supreme Court, but ho 
felt that the government would bo degraded in the eyes of 
the native community, if the dregs of society were introduced 
into the Couucil chamber to criminate the President nt the 
instigation of Nunda koomar, and lie dissolved tho mottui" 
and lef£ tho chamber The majority immediately placed 
General Clavcnng m the chair, and called m Nundu koomar 
who dilated on the venality of Hastings, and moreover, pro- 
duced a letter purporting to bo written by Munee begum 
herself, which admitted tho payment of two lacs and a half 
of rupees to the Governor General, on which Mr Prancis 
and Ins friends resolved with one consent, that Hastings had 
clandestinely and illegally received three laca and forty 
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thousand rupee*, and that measures should bo taken to 
compel him to repaj it into the public treasury The signa- 
ture to tho letter was pronounced on tho most impartial 
examination to bo spurious, but tho seal appeared to be 
genuine Tho begum hcreclf denied all knowledge of tho 
letter, and tho mystery of the seal was not d scovefcd till 
after the death of Nundu kootoar, when fac similes of the 
seals of all tho mo^t eminent peraopnges in Bengal were 
found m lus cabinet 

Fttmtum or Hastings, in self-defence, now brought an ac- 
\un4u k(»aiir (ion in tho Supremo Court against biundu 
,rS " koomar and others for a conspiracy to induce 

one Kumal ood decn, a large revenue farmer, to enminato 
him The judges admitted the charge and held Ivundn 
koomar to bail, and Mr Francis and lus two associates 
immcdatcly paid him a complimentary visit at his own 
res lencc tight weeks # after tho commencement of this 
action, one Mohun Pn»ad, a natne merchant renewed an 
action for forgery against Jiundu koomar, winch had been 
originally instituted in tho local conrt, when biundu koomar 
was arrested but released, through tho intervention of 
Hustings On tho establishment of the S iprcme Court, 
this suit, alofg with others, was transferred to its juns 
diction. Tho forgery was established on the clearest cu 
dcncc, the jury found him guilty, and tho judges ordered 
him to be hung It was the first instance of the execution of 
n brahmin, since the English became lords of tho country, 
and it created a profound sensation yi the native community 
^Thousands of Hindoos surrounded the scaffold, unwilling to 
believe tl eir own eyes, and when the deed was completed, 
rushed down to the sacred stream to wash out the pollution. 
rtSwi on. oa TIiib transaction was long considered the most 
.bSitiancc- atrocious crime of Hastings if administration. It 
was asserted in high quarters that Nundu koomar 
had been judicially murdered by him through the agency of 
Sir Ebjah Impey, tho chief justice But time has dispelled 
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the clouds of prejudice For tins foul imputation tbe-e was 
no other ground than the coincidence of this trial, m point of 
tune with the accusations brought by Nundu hoomar against 
Hastings' There nt\er was the slightest evidence that 
Hastings had ever prompted, or even encouraged the action. 
1 he capital sentence, however conformable to the barbarous 
laws of England at the time, was, on every consideration, 
most unjust. The offence was venial by the laws of the 
country, and the English code, which made it capital, was not 
introduced till eeieral years after it had been committed 
Mr Francis and his colleagues protested against the whole 
pioceedmg, but the judges indignantly refused to submit to 
any dictation in the exercise of their judicial functions But 
aftei the sentence had been passed, it was still within the 
power of the majority of the Council who exercised the whole 
authority of the government, to suspend the execution of it, 
pending a reference to England^, they did not, however, 
choose to interfere, and the odium of tlus transaction must be 
divided between them and the judges Nundu hoomar, who 
began life a poor man, left a fortune of a crore of rupees 
The coart of Towards the close of 1775, the decision of the 
C°uit of Directors on the matters in dispute he- 
ms tween Mr Francis and Hastings, -fras received m 

Calcutta They condemned the measures of the Gavernor- 
General in strong language, but they neither ordered the resti- 
tution of Rohilcund to the Bohillas, nor the return of the forty 
lacs which had enriched then treasury, to the Vizier. But they 
recommended concord and unanimity to the Council, and the 
n lvice was received with a shout of derision by both partied 
The adverse resolutions of the Directors were, howcier, over- 
ruled by the Proprietors, who held Hastings in the highest 
estimation, and the dissensions abroad, aggravated by the 
discord at home, brbtight the British interests in India to the 
verge of destruction, from which they w ere rescued only by 
the firmness and resolution of the Governor Gtn< ral In 
September, 1770, his authority m the go\ eminent was rc- 
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stored by tbc death of Colonel Aronson, winch gave h m the 
casting vote in tin equally balanced Council Cut in the pre- 
ceding year, worried by the opposition and insults of his 
opponents he 1 ad inf rmed his agent in Eoghud, Colonel 
Macleane, tint it was Ins i itention to resign his appi mtment, 
if he found that h s measures were not api roved of at home 
But within two months of this communication, he recovered 
his sprits reaoked his resignation anjl at the same time 
informed the Minister, Lord North, tfit he would remain at 
U s post till he was recalled by the same authority — that of 
Parliament, — winch lnd placed him at the head of the govern 
ment But Colonel Maclcanc, fin ling the current against 
Hastings as strong in Lcadcnhall Street as it was in Down 
mg Street, took upon 1 im&clf to announce to the Court of 
Directors that be was authorised on certain condition*, to 
tender h.s patron’s resignation \ftcr several months of 
violent mtnguc which it is not necc soiy to detail the Di 
rectors came to the resolut dn that Mr Ilastings had positively 
resigned lus office though his latest as well as his earliest 
letters were before them, and appointed Mr, Wheler to the 
vacant scat in Council 

YiTien mteTI fence of this resolution read ed 
Sprawl CaLutta, General Chvermg whom Lord North 
»n4 dei Ji, encouraged in Ins opposition to Hastings by 

the Order of the Bath attempted to seize the 
government, at, being the 6emor member of Council, obtained 
po«sc*sion of the Conned Chamber and took the oaths as 
Governor General. He likewise demanded the keys of the 
'treasury and of the fort from Hastings, and wrote to the 
commandant to obey no orders but tho*e wh ch emanated 
from b m Hasting- who did not admit the fact of his re 
s gnat on 1 ad ant cipatcd Sir John Clav*>nng by securing the 
gates of Fort "Will am and his messengers, found them dosed 
against linn The dispute was rap ily tending to a collision, 
which must have proved in the highest degree disastrous to 
Uie interests oi the Company, when Hastings prudently 
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averted it bv referring tlic question to the Judges of tbo 
Supremo Court After a careful investigation of all tbo 
documents connected with tins transaction, they came to tUo 
decision, tint any fwwnjhon of authority by Sir John Cla- 
% ciang vronl 1 bo illegal, and the storm l lew over ITc did not 
survive the clngnn of this dmppomtmcnt many months 
Mr \Vhclor, who had taken his seat m Council, though pro- 
fessing neutrality, generally si led with I rancis, but tho cast- 
ing vote of the Govorifbr Gi-nunl overruled nil 0 { position At 
the beginning of 1780, Mr Harwell was anxious to return to 
his native laud with the colossal fortune ho had accumulated, 
but be hesitated to embark and leave his fnend Hastings in a 
minority Mr Francis, unwilling to stand m the way of 
Mr Bmvells retirement came to an understanding with 
Hastings not to tako advantage of it, and Mr Harwell em- 
barked for FnglamL But tho discord was speedily renowed , 
the antagonists could not agree on tho nature or extent of tho 
neutrality Hastings charged I raifcis with having duped him, 
and the disj ute was settled, according to the barbarous custom 
of the times, by a hostile meeting, m which Mr h rancis was 
wounded At tlie close of tho year he returned to England 
WewMtoontnt ^h© **^tl<_incnt of tho land revenue, which had 
of th« lanj teen made for five years, expired ig. 1777, when it 

TOTcaue, 1777 t j )at y 10 couu t ry } n( J tccU gTlCVOUSly 

rack-rented. Many of the zemindars, amh tious of retaining 
their position m the country, had made offers which they soon 
found themselves unatlo to support The speculators, who 
bad m many cases outbid and dislodged the old landholders, 
had no object but to enrich themselves by oppressive exactions, 
and throw up their engagements as soon as the ryots were 
exhausted. The government, new to their duties, had com 
nutted senous errors To the usual imperfection of all new 
institutions, was in th s mstanco added an entire ignorance of 
the quality and value of the lands and even of the language 
of those who held them The whole system collapsed , the 
country was impoverished, and, wliat with remissions and 
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irrecoverable balances, the Company lost little short of two 
crorcs and a half of rupees in five years Before the expira* 
tion of the old settlement, Hastings had wisely appointed a 
commission of inquiry to travel through the country and col- 
lect data for a new arrangement. The Court of Directors 
denounced the commission as a flagrant job, and charged 
Hastings with “the meanest and most corrupt motives m the 
selection of the members ” They expressed their snrpnso 
that any such inquiry Bhould be found necessary, after they 
had held the Dewanny for ten years But they seemed to 
forget that their own time had been occupied in cabal and 
intrigue at home, to the neglect of the duties of administra- 
tion, and that their ill paid revenue officers in India had been 
too closely occupied in making fortunes by private trade to 
have any leisure to attend to the interests of the state By 
order of the Directors, tho settlement was therefore made for 
ono j car only , 

r*»th or To resnmo the thread of Mnhratta affairs Tho 
Mrarun*BA<» y° UD ff Tesbwn, Madhoo Rao, little inferior to any 
i**»h*r»* of Ins race in the cabinet or in tho field, died of 

imM consumption, on the 18th of November, 1772. 

At the period or hta death, tho nominal revenue of the Mah- 
ratta empire m Hindostnn and m tho Deccan, was ten crorcs 
of rujK es, but the amount actually realized did not greatly 
exceed sea on crorcs, of which tho sum at the absolute dis- 
posal of the Fcshwa was only three crorcs, tho remainder 
of it bclorgcd to tho G uickxvar, Bhonslay, Holkar, Stndta, and 
minor chieftains The Pcshw a’s own army consisted of 
50 000 liorse, besides infantry and artillery, hut tho entire 
army ho toi ablo to assemblo under the national standard 
waa not teas than 100,000 splendid cavalry, and a propor- 
tionate strength of foot and artillery, not including tho 
Tindarrccs or hereditary freebooters of the country It was 
n fortunate circumstance for India that this formidalle force, 
animate d by the instinct gf j lander, and stimulated ty the 
JO-mnudwanread /osd juvscanse/t- .wjcuunnt iiudcr live -ronAnd 
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old and astute statesman, Nana Fumuvese, and the militaty 
commandant, and at once assumed all the functions of 
government Kagliobn, on the news of tins revolution, 
hastened to meet Ins opponents, accompanied by Moran 
Kao, one of the greatest soldiers of the age, who had mea- 
sured swords with Lawrence and Coote in the Carnatic^ and 
on the 4th of March inflicted a signal defeat on the army of 
the Kegency This success replenished his military chest, 
and brought crowds to Ins standard, fortune Eccmed to 
declare in Ins favour, when, having conceived suspicions of 
the fidelity of Ins own generals, he threw away his chance of 
power by turning off to Boorhanporc, instead of marching at 
once on Poona, which its terrified inhabitants had begun to 
desert The widow was delivered of a son on the 18th of 
April, 1774, who was instilled as Pesliwn when only ten 
daj s old, under the title of Madhoo Kao the Second 
rroxedn-tof .After remaining a short time at Boorhanporc, 
lUshot* im. j’Tghoba crossed the Nerbudda to Indore, where 
lie was joined by Ilolhar and Simlm, who Lad returned from 
Kohilcund with about 30,000 horse. lie also indulged the 
hope of receiving aid from the raja of Berar, and advanced 
to the banks of lho Taptee, to etcurc the co operation of the 
Guickwar arrr^ 7a reference fa tit c province of Guzcrat, 
then unde r tlie rule of this family, it is to be oWrv ed that 
the authontj of the Fmperor was finally cxtingm«l ed in it 
during the jear 17 jo, when the capital, 4hmcdabad, was 
captured Ij Pamajcc Guickwar, the Mahratta sirdar At the 
pemdof his death, in 17G**, hw son, Govaml Kao, who Iiijv- 
fuied to be at Poona, ol tamed his fathers title and poss«.s 
si ns on the payment of various sums, whieh eventually 
revched fiftj lae-s of nijiccs. In 1771, Ins brother, hutteh 
Smg, proceeded to the Pishwn’s court, and succeeded ui 
*ti| 1 lantuig him, but Govmd Lao’s e»u t was esjousedly 
I{a 0 hoba, on incoming IV-dnva, mil tJie j rovmce was dis- 
tracted by these nv it claims, llaghoba uow advanced to 
ciaaa the supj*. rt of his j>rot vt«. 
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During tlio year 1772, t!io Cotirt of Directors 
^twona'ldth resolved to place a representative at the Poona 
ueEagiuft, durbar, in the hopo of promoting their commercial 
interests, and, more especially, of obtaining pos 
session of the port of Bassem, and the island of Salsette, 
■which was separated from Bombay by a narrow channel, and 
comprised an area of about 150 squaro miles With these 
acquisitions the Directors hoped to render Bombay the great 
emporium of the traclo of the western coast with Persia, 
Arabia the Red Sea, and China These possessions fell into 
the hands of tho Portuguese in an early period of their career, 
but were conquered by the Mabrattas in 1739, by whom they 
were prized beyond their value, os having been wrested from 
a European pon cr Raghoba, on his arrival at tho Taptce> 
sent an envoy to Bombay to solicit the aid of a sufficient 
force to establish lum in tho government at Poona, and offered 
to defray all the expenses of the troops, os well as tn make 
laige grants of territory to the Company The President and 
Council eagerly grasped at the proposal, and on the 6th of 
September, 1774, offered to assist him with 2,500 troops on 
condition of his advancing fifteen or twenty lacs of rupees, 
and engaging to cede Salsette andBassem'ln perpetuity to 
the Company But Raghoba, even in Ins ex<.enut\, refused 
to alienate Salsette from the Mai ratta dominions While 
these negotiations were pending, the Bombay authorities 
received information that a large ai moment was fitted out at 
Goa for the recovery of these possessions, and as it was felt 
"that the Portuguese would be more dangerous neighbours 
than the Malnattas, an expedition was sent to balsette, and 
tho isl u d occupied before the end of the year 
fc*ghoto» Meanwhile, the Regency at Poona having sue* 
treaty wi h coedt-d by large offcifl in detaching Ilolhar and 
“ “ 7 17,5 Si uha from tl e cause of Raghoba, moved against 
h m with a body of 30 000 men and he narrowly escaped 
being captured by his j erfid ous allies and delivered up to his 
euuinea. lie retreated ui all habte, leaving his btfaUm at 
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other, for the first time since the gentlemen of the factory 
it Surat lnd so gallantly repulsed Sevajeb in 1CG9 Ihc 
brunt of the action fell on Colonel Keating’s brigade, winch 
was ittacked by an army of ten tunes its number ihc loss 
of life uas severe but, though the English troops were for a 
time staggered, their fi al triumph ms complete, and the 
Mahiittas itti cited in baste and diso-der to the Nerbudda 
Colonel Keating panted them with vigour, and they con- 
sidered themselves fortunate in effecting their escape across 
the nvci, after they h3d thrown all their heavy guns into it 
Futtcli Sing now hastened to make his peace with the victors, 
and engaged to furnish Righoba with twenty sis lacs of 
rupees in two mo itlis, together with a large body of troops, 
and to secure to the Company a share of the Broach revenues 
to the extent of two lacs a year The Mahratta nary, moro 
over, which consisted of six vessels, carrying from 26 to 46 
guns, was completely cnppled by the Engl sh commodore 
The campaign had been prosperous by sea and land , the 
Comp my bad obtained a territorial revenue of twenty-four 
lacs a year, the Mahrattaa had been driven with disgiace 
across the Nerbudda, and so effectually damaged was their 
icputation, that the Nizam was emboldened to t^ke advantage 
of their diptress, and, under the threat of joining Baghoba, 
exacted a c ssion of lands valued at elev on lacs a year But 
the brilliant prospects wluch this success opened up were 
ruined by the proceedings of the Calcutta tumnvuate 

The treaty with Itaghoba, which appeared Id ely 
laKiwt* j »» i to involve a war with the Regency, was severely* 
cut 4 nr? 1 " condemned by both putcs m the Council m Cul 
cutta, as “impolitic, dangerous unauthc m^d, and 
unjust ” "When the war, however, had actually commenced, 
Hastings considered it almost imposstl 1c to withdraw from it 
with honour and safetj , before the conclusion , and be advised 
that the Bombay Government should bo v igorously snpportc 1 
in con hiding it, and instructed to being it to a termination su 
speedily as possible Bat Mr tianus and bis colleague e 
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relented the audacity of tlie Bombay Council ia making war 
without their con-cat, ordered the treaty with Raghoba to bo 
rtnmcdiately annulled, and all the British troops to be with- 
drawn from the field- At the same time, they announced their 
intention to send an agent of their own to open an indepen- 
dent negotiation with the rami-ters at Poona, In vjm did 
the Bombaj Council remonstrate with them on the di-graco 
of violating a solemn treaty Co^fel Upton was sent 
to Poona to de>a\ ow their proceedings ; their authority was 
paralysed, and their character wautonty disgraced in the e\e- 
«if the princes of India. 
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to tho lanl a of the Ooducry on n pens on of three* lacs of 
rujH.cs a year 1 he British army w ns to quit the field. Sal- 
BCtto wns to l«j retained by the Company if the Govemof- 
Gcncia! desire 1 it, but all the other acquisitions were to bo 
relinquished, the claim on tho revenues of Broach is as con 
cededj together with twelve lacs of rupees, towards the ex 
ponses of the war, “by way of favour” Considering that all 
the advantages of the campaign had been on the eido of the 
rnghsh, the Bombij I*ref.idcnc} was fully justified in re pit) 
bating the treaty, ns “ highly injurious to the rcjmtation and 
the interests of the Company ' It was a flagrant breach of 
faith with Itagobo, and it served to impair the confidence of 
tho natiro powers mtho engagements of tho British Govern- 
ment. It inspired tho Poona Bcgency with an undue sense of 
theirown importance, and rendered asccond warinev itablc The 
Bombay Council dul not conceal their anxiety to obstruct tho 
treat} They gave an asylum to Kaghoba at Surat, and throw 
their field armies into Surat and Broach Tho Poona ministers 
raved at this infraction of tho treaty, and threatened to cany 
fire and sword into every part of the Company s dominions, 
but all their menaces were treated with contempt at Bombay 
On the 20th of August, 177G, a despatch was 
of the court, received from the Court of Directory-approving of 
ji»mun the treaty concluded with Raghoba at Surat, and 
directing the other Presidencies to give him their support, 
and to retain the territories which had been ceded by him 
The Bombay Council, smarting under the degradation inflicted 
on them by the Supreme Government, lost no time in turning 
tins favourable decision to account To the great annoyance* 
of the Poona Regency, they gave countenance to an impostor, 
who claimed the office of Post wa, as the identical Sudaseeh 
Rao Bhao, who had disappeared at the battle of Pamput 
They invited Kaghoba to Bombay, and 6°ttled 10,000 rupees 
a mouth on him The Mahratta cabinet remonstrated against 
tlua fresh violation of the treaty of Fooninder, but it was 
weakened bj internal discords buccaiam Bappoo, the head 
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of the ministry, was jealous of the growing power of lus 
younger associate, Nana Fumuvese, who had fled from tho 
field of Panipnt, and who united tlie highest pohtical talent 
with a singular want of personal courage His cousin, JInroba 
Fumuvese, had been tho minister of the deceased MadhooRao, 
and took a prominent part in public affairs, but in the interests 
of Succiram Halid ijee Sindiawas endearounng to increase 
his own consequence by acting as umpire between the two 
factions To increase the confusion at Poona, a French ad- 
venturer, of the name of SL Lubin, arrived there in March, 
1777, and announced himself as the envoy of tho King of 
France, who was on the eve of a war with the English He 
was authorised, as he said, to offer the Mahrattas the support 
of 2,500 European troops, an nbundant supply of stores and 
munitions of war, and officers to discipline 10,000 sepoys 
lie affected horror at the connection of the English with tho 
assassin Raghol a, and produced in the durbar, with a burst 
of gnef, a picture of tbetarbarous murder of Nara\unRao, 
which had been painted under lus direction at Pans Nana 
Fumuvese affected toc-cdit his mission, and, with the view of 
annoying the English government, afforded lnm every en- 
couragement, ?nd made over to lnm the harbour of Choul, 
< Dly twenty Jbrce miles from Bombay 
Bevoiuti n la Meanwhile, a despatch was received at Bom- 
favonrof bay and Calcutta from the Court of Directors 
Eagt oba. i7~s. rpgpgtttng the sacrifices made by the treaty of 
Poonmder, and stating that, although they considered them- 
scl\ es bound m honour to adhere to it, yet, if there was any 
•attempt on the part of the Poona Regency to evade its pro- 
visions, the Boml3> Pre idenev was at liberty to renew the 
alliance with Paglioba The President and Council found 
little d ffiuilty m discovering infractions of a treaty wluch 
those who had dictated it never intended to respect bnt as it 
suited their interests an 1 prepared to espouse the cause of 
Raghol a Their movements were hastened by the course of 
evuits at the Maliratta captal, Moraba Furuuve&e, assisted 
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by Ilolknr, resolved to support Rnghoba, and Succaram 
llappno joined the confederacy, and despatched on envoy to 
Bombay to request the government to conduct Itaghoba to 
Poona with ft military ct-cort The proposal was eagerly 
accepted, and preparations were immediately rnado for the 
expedition Hastings, who hid now regained Ins ascendancy 
in the Council, gave the project I 113 approbation, partly be- 
cause it was countcn?nced by Succaram llipjioo, one of the 
parties to tlio treaty of Poorundcr, but chiefly because Nam 
riinnnesc was giving encouragement to tlio French, whoso 
influence in Indian politics ho considered the greatest of 
calamities In a letter dated the 23rd of March, 1778, ho 
autliomcd the Bombay Government “to ossiBt in tranquil- 
lizing tlio Mahratta btatc,” and engaged to Bend a largo force 
across the continent to resist the aggressions of the French, 
winch, in Ins opiuion, threatened the existence of the Com- 
pany's possessions in the west of India 
_ , , Nana Furnmese was obliged to bend to the 

ConrtcTTnoVa _ 

non at i oona, storm, and retire to Poorundcr Hurry Punt, the 
ehJuiy i,78 ifaliratta general in clucf, and one of his parti- 
zans, was, at the time, on hia way to Mcntcli^ to join Smdia 
in resisting the encroachments of Hyder, to which rcfercnco 
will be made hereafter. They were hastily re c\ lied from the 
south, aud reached Poorundcr on the 8th oF July, w here they 
muted with the army of Holkar, who had been, in the mean- 
time, detached from tlie opposite party by a bribe of nine lacs 
of rupees, and restored Nana Furnuvesc again to power 
Maroba and his colleagues were arrested on the 11th, and 
many of them put to death, but Succaram Bapfioo, whose* 
name it was deemed important to associate with the pro 
ceedings of the state, was simply placed under icstramt 
The party of Raglioba was thus extinguished at Poona 
But the Bombay President and Council were not disposed to 
desert him They addressed certain questions to the new 
ministry at Poona , tlio replies were considered a violation of 
the treaty of Pool under, and it was resoh ed to put to use the 
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IiIh rtv granted to them in tho despatch of the Conrt of Di 
rectors and in flit letter of Hastings Toward** tlic end of 
August, he informed them tint he uas cndtavonnng to form 
an alliance with the Rajah of Berir, w hicli would embrace tho 
politics of Poona,* and enjoined them to avoid an} measure 
hostile to the Poona Pegcncy But their passions nc«. en- 
listed m the cnu<e of Raglioba, which, in effect, tlicv made 
their own, and without adequate jutparation without a 
commander on whom they could di pend, and without alii 
ancis, they determined to send a handful of men against tho 
strength of the Mahratta empire 2* ana Fumnvcse perceived 
the gathering storm, and prepared to meet it, he enlisted 
recruits m every direction, repaired and provisioned his forts 
and refitted lus ycf els 

ration to ^ new treaty was now made with Raghobn, 
rwm."SA which differed httlc from that of Surat Vn 
armv of 4 000 snen, of whom COO were Europeans. 
im> equipped and entrusted to Colonel Egcrton who had 
seen some scnicc in Earope, but was little qualified for the 
duty assigned him D «ngar«ling the experience so dearly 
bought in the \s,ar with Hvdcnn 17G8, * field deputies,” nn ler 
the name of civil com mu « oners, were sent with the arm} to 
control its n ovements and to check pecufation Carnac, 
who had won some credit m the field m Bengal was ap- 
pointed the senior commissioner, and he exhibited his fitness 
for such a trust b} a squabble on the first day, with Colonel 
r e crton about the military honours to be paid him The 
troop, encumbered with l 1 ' 000 bullocks be ides other cattle, 
embarked at Panwell on the doth of November, and, as if it 
1 ad been designed to afford Nana and Smdia the most ample 
lee ure for preparation moved at the rate of two miles a da} 

It was the 23rd of December before the army ascended the 
ghauts, when its d «a«ters began by the Io«& of one of the 
ran t energetic, bold and g udicious officers in its ranks. 
Captain Stewart whose jiame after the lapse of half u 
cecuny, was still held m veneration by the inhabitants 
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of those valley a as Stewart PhaLray, or Stewart the gal 
lant * 

Disastrous pro 6th of January, Colonel Egerton re- 

ctcbii of the signed the command to Colonel Cockburn, but 

^ though he acted as civil commissioner, the respon- 

sibility of all subsequent movements rested with Canine. 
On the 9th, the army reached Tullygaum, and found it de- 
stroyed A report wag spread that the enemy intended also 
to bum Chinchore, and even the capital itself Carnac was 
panic struck, and though within eighteen miles of Poona, 
with eighteen days provisions m the camp, determined in 
the first instance, to open a negotiation with the enemy, and 
then to retreat Ragboba, who, with all his faults, was a 
gallant soldier, protested against this cowardice, so contiaiy 
to the British character, but the commissioners were so com 
pletely under the control of their own terrors, that they 
refused to wait even a single dgy for the result of their 
negotiations, tlirew their heavy guns into a pond, and begun 
their retreat that very night, hotly pursued by the enemy 
The rear guard, upon which the enemy s assaults were chiefly 
directed, was commanded by a young and gallant officer of 
the name of Hartley, who had beeu m the service about 
fourteen years, and gained the Cntue conGSbnce of the 
sepoyB He received every attack with the utmost steadi- 
ness and animation, and drove back the enemy at cvciy 
point The sepoys fought with perfect enthusiasm Had 
the command of the expedition been entrusted to him, ho 
would, doubtless, have planted the British standard on tho 
battlements of Poona but in this, as in many subsequent* 
campaigns, while the army contained men of tho mostlicroio 
mould, and ef tbe lngbcst talent, it was under tho command 
of wrctcl td dm cllcrs 

Tho British force encamped, on the night of tl e 
eonwiuon of 12th, at "V* urgaum, and was assailed in the mom- 
mg by the guns brought up bj the enemy during 
the darkness. The troops began to lose heart j 
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the commander was bewildered, and declared that even a 
retreat had cea«fd to be possible Captain Hartley in vain 
pointed out the mode in which it might be effected with little 
loss. Overtures were made to Nan3 FnrnnvC'-e who de- 
manded the surrender of Raghoba, before he would hsten to 
terms, and the commissioners would have complied with the 
demand if that prince had not saved them from this wfam\ by 
surrendering himself to Smdii Xaaa, Fomure^e, however, 
appeared to be impracticable, and the djmmi=«ioners turned to 
hindia to whom they sent Mr Holmes with full powers to treat 
This separate negotiation flattered his vanity and increased bis 
importance, and a convention, known as that of W urganm, was 
concluded under hn> auspices which rescued the British armv 
from destruction by the sacrifice of all the acquisitions winch 
had been made ■since 1773 The advance of the army under 
Colonel Goddard across the conntiy was countermanded, and 
for the first tune in the history of Bnti-h India, two hostages 
were given for the performance of the treaty The failure of 
this expedition, which was owing to the interference of the 
imbecile Carnac, was a 6evere blow to the interests of the 
Company, who lost no time m dism ««ing bun, as well as 
Colonels Egerttm and Cockbnrn, from the service The Bom 
bay Pre«ideimy l"»t its reputation and its strength, and its 
only hope of safety now rested on the arrival of the Bengal 
army 

GoHirt « rt This expedition was despatched from the banka 

re 1 * 04 ®* 1 * 18 - of the Jumna to Bombay through a thousand 
miles of unknown country, occupied by chiefs who were more 
•likely to prove hostile than fnendly It was described by 
Mr Dandns the Indian minuter, as “one of the frantic 
nuhtarj exploits of Hastings,” but he forgot that it was by a 
snccc^-mn of such ‘ frantic evplaits ” tl at British p< wer an 1 
prestige had been e«tallislicd in Indyi bv a handful of 
foreigners. The force consisted of between 4 000 and 5 000 
men, under the command of Colonel Le«be,a fair soldier, but un- 
equal to such an enterprise He crus-ed the Jumna in Jlur, 
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1778, and was expected to reach the Nerbudda bcfoie it was 
swelled by the rams, but he wasted his titpe m discussions 
with petty chiefs, and m the course of live months had only 
adv anccd 120 miles He was accordingly displaced, but died 
before the news of his supercession ^cached him and the com* 
mand of the army was entrusted by Hastings to Colonel 
Goddaid, one of the brightest names m the history of British 
India Through his energy, the expedition advanced at a 
rapid pace, notwithstanding the opposition of many of the 
chieftains The raja of Bhopal, however, treated Goddard 
with the greatest kindness and hospitality, and furnished his 
troops with ample supplies, though at the risk of bringing 
down on lumself the vengeance of the Mahratta powers 
This generous conduct in a season of difficulty has not been 
forgotten by the British gov eminent in the height of its pros- 
perity The house of Bhopal has been treated by successive 
‘ Governors General with marhed consideration , it lias always 
been distinguished by its fidelity fo the English crown, and 
the present Muha ranee is the only female decorated with the 
most exalted Order of the Star of India 
War bct*e<n During the progress of Colonel Goddard s ex- 
ESSrti pedition, intelligence was rcceu’bd in Calcutta 
July i7J8 0 f tho declaration of war betweciv. Trance and 

England, and the difficulties of Hastings’s position were 
greatly multiplied. The mission of St Lubin — who had not 
then been detected as a charlatan — and the countenance given 
to him by Nana Fumuvesc, created the apprehension that the 
Malirattas would be strengthened ly a large Trench arma- 
ment, and possibly under the command of tho redoubted 
Bussy, who had retired to Trance with a magnificent fortune, 
and married tho ncico of the minister, but was thirsting for 
service in the country where Jus exploits were still held in 
honour Hastings cadopted the roost vigorous measures to 
meet tins new crisis, lie augmented the army , Jio embodied 
the militia of Calcutta, to the number of a thousand , and 
sent Mr Llliott to tlic Rajah of Btrfr to secure his alliance by 
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the offer of *»ss sting him to ol tun the office of Feshwa 
The negotiation, ihe success of "which would hare involved 
tie Company m endbss complications, was happily nipped ui 
the bud when the raja heard that the Boml ay gov eminent 
were about to support the claims of Paghoba by force of 
arms , but he liberally supplied Colonel Goddard . with 
money and provi ions, and thus enabled him to reach Boor 
hanooro without difficulty on the 30th of January, 17<9 So 
strict was the di«cij hne which the CoTonel maintained m his 
nnnv, and so punctual were his payments, that the chiefs and 
pCf pie on the route hastened to furnish him with supplier 
At Boorhauporc, he heard of the disaster of the Bombav 
force at Pi urgaum, and immediately turned off to Surat, a 
distance of 300 miles, which ho traver-cd n twenty days 
though he was without any map of the country Fy this 
prompt movement he avoi led a body of 20 000 Mahratta 
boi^e sent from Poona to intercept him His timely arrival 
on the western coast proved the salvation of the Boml a} 
Presidency The unexj>ected appearance of so large a force 
from the banks of the Jumna, augmented the reputation of 
the British power and confirmed its influence at the native 
courts, winch the c nvention of TV urgaum had impaired. 

of *Tbis convention was repudiated equally by tbe 
* cntv 1 ~ 9 Bonbav Council and by Hastings who directed 
Colonel Goddard to open a fresh ncgotiat on with Nina 
Fumuve e, on the ha'is of the treaty of Poorander but with 
an adiitioi al stipulation for the exclusion of the French from 
the Vahratta dominion la the meantime Smdia had granted 
g javgeer of twelve lies of rupees m Bundlecund to Ba 
ghoba, and sent hun under a slender escort to take po ion 
of i* Baghoba, who was permitted to take Ins body guard 
aal his guns with him attac’ id and overpowered the cvxrt 
* on the route and c^caoed to Q urat where be was honourably 
entertained by Colonel Goddard, who settled an allowance t f 
half a lac of rupees a month on him The whole scl eme was 
evidently a contm ance of fcincLa, to procure the release if 
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receive possession of all the Pcsliwa’s territories north of the 
Hyhee, and thatcertam distucts to the south should be made 
ewer to the Company. 0 1 the 10th of February, Goddard 
captured the noble city of Ahinedabad, the modern capital of 
the province, sni rounded by avails of immense extent, and 
filled with a population of 100,000. The capital was scarcely 
reduced, when Goddard heard that Sindia and Hollar Lad 
forded the Nerbudda with 20,000 horse q* the 29 th of February, 
and were advancing to encounter lnm Sindia professed great 
enmity of Nana Furauvese, and great friendship for the 
English, and liberated the t^o hostages of Wurgaum, whom 
he had treated with hospitality He endeavoured to open 
negotiations, but Goddard could not fail to perceive that his 
chief object was to waste the season of operations Seven 
days were, therefore, allowed him for a definite reply, and as 
it did not prove satisfactory, Goddaid attached and dispersed 
his troops on the 2nd, and again on the 14th of Apnl, and 
cantoned Ins array for tfie season on the banks of the 
Nerbudda 

Cart™* of On the side of Bengal, the war was conducted 

uor ardAugmt, with brilliant bucccss. Sixty miles south-east o" 
Agra lay the little independent principality of 
Gohud, crcctotl by a Jaut chieftain on the decay of the Mogul 
empire Tlicnna was incessantly threatened bj the encroach- 
ments of Sindia, and solicited the protection of Hastings, who 
determined to take advantage of the appeal, and despatch an 
expedition, chiefly however with the view of creating a sala 
tary diversion It consisted of only 2,400 infantry, with a 
Small body of cavalry, and a detail of European artillery, but 
it was commanded by Major Popham, ono of the best soldiers 
in the scrvico lie proceeded on Ins march in February, 
1780, and having expelled the Mahratta invaders from the 
country, attacked the fortress of Lahar, •without battering 
cannon, and earned it by t! e gallantry of Ins men Fifty 
c lies to tlio south of it Ivy tho f >rt of Gwalior, on the summit 
of a stupendous roek, scarped a-aost entirely round, and 
2 a 2 
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deemed throughout India impregnable Sir Tyro Coote, the 
veteran hero of the Carnatic, now general in cluef in Bengal, 
had declared that oDy attempt to capture it more especially 
without 6iege guns would be an act of madness But Top- 
ham had sot this “glorious object,” as lie termed it, before 
liun, ^and determined to accomplish it For two months ho 
lay about the fortress, maturing his plans with such secrecy 
as to baffle all susj i orn On the night of tbo 3rd of August, 
the trooj s selected for the assault proceeded under the guid 
ance of Captain Bruce to their destination Two companies 
of sepoys led by fom Furopcan officers, and followed by 
twenty English soldiers, applied the scaling ladders to the 
base of the scarped rock, sixteen feet high, then to ft steep 
ascent of forty feet, and, lastly, to a wall of the height of 
thirty feet Captain Bruco with twenty sepoys climbed up 
the battlements before their approach was busj cctcd Tho 
bewildered garrison made but a feeble resistance, and, by 
break of daj, the Butish ensign*a\as floating mcr tho re- 
nowned fortress of Gwalior, while the Malimtta troops fled to 
carry the news to Siudia Tho report of this brilliant 
achievement resounded through India, and w ij td out tho 
disgrace of tho "infamous convention of H nrgaum/ ns 
Hastings termed it, and which he considered “it worth 
crorcs to obliterate ” Poplnm was promoted tt> a majority, 
and then sujicrsidcd bj Colonel Camne, who brought iu 
additional force with him and not onlj tnv acled Jlalwa, but 
threatened Sindia’a caj tnl lint chief was obliged to rjmt 
l’oona in haste tonttc ml to tho defence of Ins own dominions, 
and tbc object of Hastings m tins expedition was fully ac- 
complished Cnrnac, howc\tr, proved uncjtnl to tho enter 
] nse entrusted to him, and allowed Ins f tree. to be surrounded 
by the cuemj, who olligcd him to retreat, nml ]nrts«t<l him 
at every step Jlavirg at length procured a j-niall enj ply 
of provisions for his starving trorp<», 1 j forced umtrduti ms, 
he called a council of war to d timiim In, future coiirM 
Caj lam Bruce, w ho w aa fortuiatflv with the bice, ur e d a 
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nearly cxlnn«tcl. lie was < icnnil^red xvjtli f JOr t' , and hat! 
only 2,000 j \ kd trt* j>* fit ft r duty ; but lib felt the Import- 
mice of maintaining In* corn m tm cation* with Goddard, wliitfi 
Nana was indtavotmtig tnewtoff, nml he look up n ptrongpo- 
H it ion at Doogaur, w hr roll' mutinied the n«R-mIlof 20 000 Mnh- 
rotta Verse for two day 8 On tlic thinl, the 12th of Decoml>or, 
1780, their gallant n 1 1 itiul general, Kamchmnhr Gntmesh, 
wai killed, the many bveame il rj inted ami fled precij itatcH 
with heavy loin lliasr » ha Imirreii krul mi tho l rcvious day 
to God lard with the lo"« of only thirteen of hi* men, and ho 
Immediately movid down to the huj jmrt of Colonel Ifnrtley, 
and, on nun eying the ficl lof action, txi rc«"icd Ins ndnumtion 
of the judicious t'OHition he had eh sen, mid tho v nlour of Inn 
troop* Thu* was all the reward that gallant soldier over 
received for his achievement* in this war , he inn immediately 
after sujicnieded, and tho public service deprived of his 
talents at the tune when they wcre % inost urgently needed 

Hastings, alarmed by Ilyders irruption into 
*'* 0 Carnatic, considered it important to tho 
v*ji 0 o »o safely of Unlirdi interests in India to mito peace 
roona, » si tljo Mahmttn*, and ho proposed a treaty on 

rcasonnblo terms, through the raja of Nagporc, who, was 
still fnemlly to the Fnghsh though he had joiHed the con- 
federacy Hut on hearing of tho destruction of Baillic’s force 
m tho Carnatic, in September, 1780, lie considered their 
affairs desperate, and hesitated to bccomo mediator, except 
on conditions to which tbo Governor General would not 
accede Goddard, conceiving that tho desiro for jeaco on m 
the part of tho Toona durbar woul 1 bo quickened by an ad- 
vanco towards Poona, ascended tho ghauts with a largo 
foico This expedition, which proved to be a total failure, 
was tho only mistake of his career After having inju- 
diciously taken postVt tho Bliore gliaut, lie was incessantly 
1 arrassed by the Mai ratta army, and obliged at length to 
retreat, whoa be was vigorously attacked by Jlolkar with 
2o,000 horse, and did not reach Bombay without the lusa of 
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450, lulled and wounded. TIjo di«comfiluro of this renowned 
general ww con* ihred 1 y the Mahrattas one of their most 
pfgnal victories and it was a fort un a to circumstance that at 
this critical period the troops of Stadia should have been en- 
gaged in defending his own territories, many hundred miles 
d stant. This inauspicious expedition, which tcrminaUd on 
the 23rd of April, 1781, was the last operation of the war, 
although more than a twelvemonth* elapsed before the 
condu-uon of peace. 

nt The raja of Berar, to support appearances with 
* a tiwniir h $ confe lerates, sent an army of 30,000 hortc in 
Octol er, 1779, under lus son Cbimnajvc towards 
Cut tact, for the ostensible purpose of invading Bengal, but 
be endeavoured to convince Ilastings that lus intentions 
were not hostile, by prolonging its march for seven months, 
and then employing it in the reduction of a fort in On>«a. 
To relievo Madras from .the pressure of Ilyder s armj , 
Hastings resolved to aid it by a force from Bengal But a 
bod} of Bengal sepoys, avbo bad rcccntlj been ordered to 
embark at Yizagapatam for Madras, objecting to a scavojago 
on account of^their caste prejudices, had murdered their 
officers uud committed great outrages To avoid the recur 
pence of such a scene, Hastings determined to send the 
Bengal detachment along the coast by land, though the 
distance was seven hundred miles, and the route lay through 
unknown and hostile provinces. This was another of those 
“frantic military exploits’ of Hastings, which served to 
overawe the native pnnees, and to estalli h the ascendancy 
of British power Colonel Pearce started with the army on 
the 9tli of January, 1781, and it was on the line of inarch 
m Orusa that one half lus force pen lied of cholera, and 
this is apparently the first notice which we have of the exi t 
cnce of a disease which has proved the m\ stenous scourge of 
the nineteenth century Colonel Pearce experienced the 
same fnendly support froip the raja of hagporc, which that 
prince had previously given to Goddard. Hastings, with the 
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view of detaching the raja from the confederacy, and ujlist 
mg him against Ilyder, had made him a promise of sixteen 
lacs of rupees, of which three hid already been pud Chut 
najee was, at this time, in great distress foi money, and 
Hastings eagerly embraced the opportunity of offering the 
remainder of the sum, on the condition of a treatv of alliance, 
which was soon after concluded, with the proviso that 2,000 
of the rajas horse should accompany the detachment, and 
act against Hyder “Thus, remarked Hastings, with exul 
tation, “ha vo we converted an ostensible enemj into a de- 
clared friend, and transferred the most formidable meml cr of 
the confederacy, aftei Hyder, to our own pni ty, saved Bengal 
from a state of dangerous alarm, if not from actual invasion, 
and’all the horrors of a prcdatoiy war, and have completed 
the strength of Colonel Pcarct s detachment ” 

Treaty t th The signal defeat of Sindia by Colonel Camao 

sinaia. isth convinced him that behind ever} thing to lose bj 
011,1781 a contest with the English in the heart of his 
dominions, which might end m driving him across the Ncr 
bndda without land or friends, and extinguishing Ins inflnenci 
in the Mabratta commonwealth ne accoidiggly made over 
tures to Colonel Muir, which Hastings was but too happy to 
entertain, and they terminated in a treaty which jvas con 
eluded on the 13 th of October The territory wcetbf tho 
Jumna, from which ho had been expelled by Major Popl am, 
was restored to him, with tho excel tionbf the fort of Gw ihor, 
which was reserved for the rana of Gohuu, and he engaged 
to negotiate a treaty between the other belligerents and the 
British government, but, at all c\cnts, to stand neutral* 
Tho treaty gave great umbrage to h*ana Pummose partly 
because it acknowledged Sindia as an independent power, but 
chiefly bccauso this assumption of the office of pIcnij>oL.ntiniy 
served to increase lus power and lus importance 
Treat, of Hastings s anxiety for peace with tho Mahratta 

Itcgency was quickcnccj b} tho nrmal of a Frinch 
armament on the coast which, under existing cir- 
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inhabitants to the most revolting cruelties, leaving nothing m 
the track of his Soldiers bnt burnt and desolated villages 
fecsaj att»ek In June, 1773, the Nabob again demanded the 

aaTuqan, aid of the Jladras government to crash the raja, 
he had not, he said, fulfilled Ins engagements , 
ten lacs of rupees were still due from him, and h? had, 
moreover, made appl cation to Hy derand to the ACabrattas for 
support. The Council ridiculed the preposterous idea of going 
to war with him for arrears They knew that he bad exhausted 
his treasury to make good the extortionate fine imposed on him, 
of which he had been enabled to pay five-sixths by mortgag- 
ing his districts and his jewels to the Dane- at Tranquebar, 
and the Dutch at Negapatam. As to the overtures he had 
made to Hyder and the ATahrattas, they remarked that the 
treaty of 1769 had placed him under the protection of Ilyder, 



080 


•tori) riGOT, governor or vAtirAS. [cnitr 

1 773,' deposed the raja and made over Ins country to tie 
Naliob The Court of Directors, astounded by the report of 
this infamous proceeding, lost no time m expelling the Presi- 
dent, Mr Wynch, from the sen ice, and ordering the laja to 
be restored, placing him for the future under the safeguard of 
British honour 

Lont rigot, The vacant chair at Madras was bestowed on 
itSrMmsi Lord Pigot, D who had gone out to Madras forty 
Dec 17 s years before, and, after having risen to the post 
of President, returned to England with a fortune of foity lacs 
of rupees, and was honoured with an Insh peerage The old 
man was now seized with the mama of going back to Madras 
as governor lie found, on his arrival, that the system of 
peculation and extortion had intermediately attained great 
maturity , and he set himself to the task of cleansing the 
Augean stable, which set the whole settlement m a blaze 
To prevent the restoration of Tanjore to the raja the Nabob 
spared no art or intrigue , lie went so far as to offer a bribe 
of sixty lacs of rupees to the governor lumself, if he would 
only postpone the transfer, but the orders of the Court of 
Directots were peremptory, and Lord Pi got proceeded in poison 
to Tanj re, and seated the raja on the throne on the tlth of 
April, 1776, leaving an English gnrnson for the defence of the 
country But the restoration was no sooner proclaimed th it 
Mr Paul Ben field came forward and asserted tint he had an 
assignment on the rev enues of Tanjore from the Nabob of six- 
teen lacs of rupees, and a claim on the Btandmg crop of seven 
lacs for sums lent to the husbandmen Nothing can more cleaily 
demonstrate the total demoralization of the publ c service at 
the Madras President} than the fact that tins Ben field, occupy- 
ing an inferior post, not worth more than £00 or 000 rupees a 
month, and keeping the grandest equipages at Madras should 
not oust ler it by afiy means preposterous to assert that ho 
ha l advanced twenty three lacs of rupees on the revenues of 
the province The Council called fop vouchors, which ho was 
unable to produce, hut he assured them that the Nabob was 
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prepared to admit the obligation, of which tlierc coaid l e no 
doubt, as the ®!aim had evidently beta concocted letween 
Them to d fraud the Company and the raja \ftcr long 
deliberation the Council, on the 29th of ilaj, 177G rejected 
the claim. 

But the Council soon repented of tin act of 
<i -i.sofix'c nrtne The} and the other members of tlie civil 
1 service were creditor*, of^ihe Nabob to the Cita t 

of a crore and a half of rupees, and they discovered that l v 
rejecting the claim of BenGel 1 they had impaired the r ho’ 1 
on the revenues of Tanjore The vote v, as recons Jered Loid 
Pigot and Ins friends strenuously resisted the proceedings 
but a majority of seven to five resolved tl at the ass gi *nents 
made to Paul Benficld were valid The dispute was within d 
by other questions, and both parties became inflamed Lord 
Figot unconstitutionally suspended two of the members of 
Cow ldl and onlered the commandant Sir Tobert Fletcher to 
be placed under arre t Fletcher was the ofTctr whim Chiu 
had di.nn sed ten years before dunng the mutiny of tic 
ofheers m Bengal which he bad fomented bnt whom tl e Court 
of Directors hjul, out of opposition to Clive re tored to the 
sen ice The majority of the Council then assumed tht 
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Rumboii, co- The state of affairs at Madras was not at all 
improved by the appointment pf Sir Thomas 
ret ms. Itumbold, who had been trained up m the Bengal 
school of corruption, as his successor 1 he Northern Sircars 
formed the only territory from which the Madras Presidency 
derived any revenue, but the malvcrsitions of the collectors 
left but a small portion of it to the state The Court of Di- 
rectors had, thcreforc v been induced to order five of the 
members of Council to* proceed to the jrovince, and after 
diligent inv cstigation, to place the settlement on a satisfactory 
basis Sir Thomas Itumbold, immediately on his arrival at 
Madras, cancelled the commission, and ordered the zemindars 
to repair in person to the Presidency, a distance of COO miles, 
through a country without a road The zemindars who were 
able to afford the cost, were required, on reaching the Presi- 
dency, to transact business with the governor alone, to the 
exclusion of the members of Council The principal zemindar, 

\ iziratn raj, who was, in fact, a ft cal prince, pleaded the 
injury which his affairs must suffer during his absence, as an 
excuse for not leaving his estates But Ins brother hastened 
to the Presidency, and having given a bribe of a lac of rupees 
to the governors 6"crctaiy, was appointed dew'an, m 6 jute of 
all his brother s remonstrances, and thus obtained the entue 
ci ntrol and management of the zemmdary Sir Thomas 
Itumbold himself was found Jo have remitted four lacs and 
a half of ru) ecs to England after he had been six mouths at 
Madias, and the suspicions to which so large a remittance 
gave n&e, were never aatifactorily removed 
Thecontoo T The treaty with the Nizam m 1763, had given • 

suw»r ins. the reversion of the Guntoor Sircar to the Company, 

after the death of his brother. Basal ut Jung That prince, 
w Uh Adorn for the capital of his little principality, was am 
bill -ms of increasing* his power and territory, and had gra 
dually formed a French corps under M Lally, which received 
recruits and supplies through the Ittle seaport of Mootaj !!> 
Toe Madras government repeatedly remonstrated against the 
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tlio A wain nnd to neutralize his hostility os a mcmt or of th*» 
grand confederacy Hus friendly disposition was likewise 
uw^ wecHy tUe discover j h<t had recently mule, that Hydu: 
Alia ambi ion had led him to send a rmssio » to DJIn and tc 
obtain a sumiu 1 from the ph intom of an emneror co»f< rung 
on 1 im the wh li of the llydcrah id territories The French 
troipi, which llisalnt Juug A\as constrained to dismiss, were 
mrai dutcly taken into the foirice of the Niram and the 
oixi ty which their presence m tin Deccan » spired w as greatly 
augmented Sir Thomas Humbold remonsM ited with great 
vehemence against this intcrfeicnce of the Governor General 
in the political moAcmcnts of the Madras Ficsiduicy , but the. 
measure of lna transgressions was now full and m January, 
1781, t)ic Court of Directors after passing the sea crest 
censure on his conduct, expelled him from the situation 
which ho had filled nnd disgraced for more than two years 
Hut ho auticipitcd their decision by deserting his post nnd 
returning to England, as soon as^Iie warwith Hyder, which 
I is follies had proTol cd, was on the eve of bieaking out * 

, . Before entering on the narrative of the second 

h rter Mysore Avar m 1/80 a brief icvicw of ITydcis 

1 * ” 6 piogrcss, after he had been consfiamed to ma! c 

peace with the Halnattas m 1772, appears desirable The 
confusion cieatcd in the Mahiatta counsels ly the murder of 
tile young Peshwa, Narayun Itao, afforded Hyder an oppoi 
tamty of cnlaiging lus territories which lie was not slow to 
im{iove In November of that y ear be subjugated the pnn 
cipabty of Cooig which offeied the noblest resistance, and 
was therefore, treated with mote than ordinary barbanty 4 ' 
T1 c sum of five raj ces was offered for the head of each male, 
aid Ilyder took las seat in state to distribute the rewaid» 
After 700 heads liad thus been paid for, two of surpassing 
beauty were lai 1 at his feet, and he Avas so stu tied by their 
/•omtln^ss as to older the execution to cease The circum 
sts ce is «aww.* ?id? ?p tfas is sjmJ t&kire titsonif 
mstauce m winch he ever exhibited any emotion of pity lie 
• Sea Appendix. 
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pursued this career of conquest with uninterrupted success, 
ami in one ehart,camj aign, extending- from September, 1773, 
to I elmiary, 1771, reco\ercd nil the districts of winch lie 1ml 
been dispossessed by the Mihrattas, nnd strengthened Ins 
power m Malalar In 1775, be reduced the fortress of 
Iltlhrj, belonging to Basalut Jung, whom he constr lined to 
purchase peace b) the sacrifice of a lac of pagodas lie then 
| rocecdcd to extinguish the power xsJuch Moran Kao, the 
renowned chieftain of Gooty, had been employed for thirty 
jeare in building up, nnd before tho end of 177C, had extin- 
guished tho independence of Savanoor 

Ilaglioba, dunng his vicissitudes, had been in 
constant communication with Jljdcr Ah, who had 
t'/iVn* acknowledged his title, nnd furnished him, from 
time to tune, with funds to tho extent of 6ixtccn 
lacs of rupees, receiving m return o confirmation of all the 
territories he had recently conquered The cabinet at Poona, 
alarmed at his encroachments, formed on alliance with the 
Nizam, hoi in ff» ot tho eamo time, to demolish all tho hopes of 
Baghoba A Mahratta army of 80,000, and a Hyderabad 
army of -10,000, accordingly took the field in 1776, but were 
unable to achieve any success Tho invasion was renewed 
the next jear, but the general of the Nizam was rendered 
inactive by the gold of Ilydcr, and the Mahratta commandcr- 
m chief was obliged to retreat in consequence of the deser- 
tion of one of lus generals, whom Hydcr had corrupted with 
six lac3 of rupees The year 1778 was marked by the most 
active and successful exertions on the part of Hydcr, and at 
•the close of it he was enabled to contemplate tho fcitdo 
banks of the kistna as the northern boundary of lus domi- 
nions la May, 1770, he attacked tiie Nabob of Kurpa, who 
had sided with bis opponents in the recent war, and annexed 
all lus territories * 

order. n»- The resentment which Hyder manifested at 
gotiationa with tlio refusal of the government of Madras to afford 
jtVwSi him any a&s i&tv*oe, m 177 when pressed to 
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extremity by the Mahrattis, did not prevent Ins making 
orerturcs to them, m 1773, but all Ins efforts to esta- 
blish a friendly intercourse were defeated by the nndu-i 
nations of the Nabob, Mahomed Ah Hj der then turned to 
tho Trench at Pondicherry, where his envoj b w ere rtcen ed 
with great eagerness by the governor, M Bellecombe Tho 
inveterate hostility and incessant invasions of tlio Mahrattas, 
lvowover, induced him again to court the alliance of the 
English, and he offered his assistance towards tho establish- 
ment of Iiaghoba at Poona, asl ing, in return, only for a 
supply of stores and arms, and a small body of tioops, foi 
which he was willing to make a suitable pajment Tho 
proposal, though acceptable both at Calcutta and Madras, 
was not entertained with any degree of cordiality 

n of In the month in which this negotiation was in 
Fondio "rry progress, information was received of the com- 
1 18 mcncement of hostilities between Prance and 

England, and a force was soon after sent against Pond» 
cherry, the fortifications of which had been completely re- 
stored The place was defended by the gallant Bellecombe 
for tcu weeks with great constancy, but capitulated at length 
m tlie month of October, 1778, when tkd garnson 
permitted to match out with all the honours of war Tho 
governor of Madras, in announcing this success to Hydcr, 
offered to renew the negotiations, and to place a resident at 
lus court, but intimated, at the same time, his intention to 
send an expedition to capture Mahe Tins was a small Frei ch 
settlement on the Malabar coast, through winch Hyder had, 
for three years, been in the habit of receiving recruits and* 
supplies of every description from Europe, and the continued 
occupation of which by his Trench allies was to lnm n matter 
of great importance He replied that he considered all tl o 
foreign settlements,- English, Trench and Dutch, equally 
mder his protection, that he should support the French 
gammon y. ith all his strength, and retaliate any attack, by au 
invasion of tho Carnatic Hjdcrtj troops accordingly as- 
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sifted m the defence of the foit, and Ins colours were hoisted 
side by side wgth tliose of the French , hut tlie place sur 
^rendered in March, 1779 Hj der did not disguise his resent 
ment from the goreraor of Madras, and the tone of his ( 
cnmmiuucations created so much alarm as to induce Sir 
Thomas Rumhold to send tlie celebrated missionary, Swartz, 
to allay his feelings, and to sound his disposition 11^ der 
received the missionary with great respect, hut nothing was 
gained by the mission except the most unequivocal evidence 
of his hostility 

nyJcr join. While Hyders feelings were thus exasperated 
the confederacy again st the Madras authorities, he received m- 
“ J telligence that Colonel Harper, who had been 

sent to take possession of Guntoor, was marching through the 
province of Kurpa, which he had recently conquered, with 
out even asking his permission His indignation was roused 
to the highest pitch, and he declared that he would neither 
allow an English force to occupy Guntoor, or to proceed to 
Adorn and Ins officers were ordered to resist the progress 
of Colonel Harper by an armed force Basalut Jung was 
likewise obliged, by the menaces of Hjder and of the Nizam, 
to request thai the march of the English troops rm 0 ht be 
countermanded, and tbe sircar restored , but with tins re- 
quest the Madras Government did not see fit to comply 
Meanwhile, an envoy armed at Senngapatam from Poona, 
to represent that Hj der, equally with the Mahrattas, had 
reason to complain of the breach of their engagements by the 
English Government, and to request him to join the con 
• fedcracy which had been formed to expel them from India 
The Mahratta ministers ofTered to adjust all their differences 
with him, to relinquish all claims for arrears of chout, to 
limit his future payments to eleven lacs of rupees a j ear, 
and to confirm the grants of territory ujf to the hisliia, made 
by Kaghoba Hyder accepted these proposals with a\ iditj, 
and agreed to put forth his whole strength for the exter- 
mination of the British power A few montl s after, bir 
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Thomas Rumbcld sent Mr Grey to Senngapatam to offer an 
alliance with the Mysore state, but he wag treated with 
studied indignity, and informed that the offer of friendship t 
came too late Osman Hyders minister, in the course of 
the discussions took occasion to remark that he had been at 
Madras and had seen how the English treated their allies 
“ Malio&ed Ah he said, shewed me several letters ho had 
received from the King pf England but he complained of the 
lacs of pagodas which each one had cost him 
njdertpr*- F° r many months Ilyder had been making pre- 
jurat om (tor parations for war on the largest scale, super 
war 1780 intending every arrangement m person, though 
then m his seventy eighth year, and by the end of June, had 
equipped the most efficient force ever collected under the 
standard of a native prince It cons sted of 90 000 horse an 1 
foot, a large propoition of which had been trained and was 
commanded by European officers It was supported by a 
powerful artillery, directed by European science and skill, 
and 1 is commissariat was admuably organized by a brahmin 
of the name of Poornca At Madras no preparation was 
made to meet the coming storm In a epuit of infatuation 
which has no parallel m our Indian history, tlife members of 
government refused even to acknowledge tl e danger, and 
tl e idea of an invasion became the topic of ridicule The 
President informed the Court of Directors with peculiar satis 
faction that tlie country was in perfect tranquillity, and that 
tlicro was “the greatest prospect that this part of India 
w aid remain quiet’ Even so late as the 17th of Julv 
"lule Ilyder was advancing through the passes tie com 
muder in chief declared that all apj rehen sions were ground 
lets 

„ r , tr b m# These illusions were speed ly dispelled Ily der, 

jn thacanu c, having certn plcted the equipment of his nrmv. and 
tom jut use , , - . . . , , 

ordered prayers for its success to be put uj m (ho 

m sques and offerings to be made in the Hindoo temp Its, 
buret on the Carnatic, through the t-liangarna j ass, on the 
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20th of July, 1780, and his progress was marked by the 
blaze of towns»aud villages He appeared anxious, on this 
•occasion, to exhaust all the resources of cruelty which a 
mind never sensible to pity could suggest The wretched 
inhabitants were required to emigrate to Mysore with their 
flocks and herds, and those who lingered about tkejr home- 
steads, were mutilated without discrimination With the 
exception of four forts held by four Jhighsh lieutenants eveiy 
fort, as far as the Coleroon, was surrendered by the com- 
mandants of Mahomed All, whom Hyder Ah had corrupted 
The incredulity of the Councd was at length dispelled by the 
announcement that lus troops had surrounded Conjevcram, 
only fifty miles from Madras But it was not till black 
clouds of smoke were seen in every quarter from St Thomas’s 
Mount, distant only nme miles from Madras, that any order 
was issued for the movement of troops to repel the enemy 
The mam body of the Sptish army encamped at the Mount 
was about 5,200 strongs and the force sent to occupy Gun- 
toor, now commanded by Colonel Bailhe, amounted to about 
2,800 men It was of the last importance tLat a junction 
should be at opce effected of these two bodies, but Hyder 
bad laid siege to Arcot, which contained the few mditary 
stoics wluffh the Nabob possessed, and, after a succession of 
distracted councils at Madras, it was determined to make an 
effoit to relieve it Sir Hector Munro, the general in chief, 
therefore, proceeded to Conjevcram, and Colonel Bailhe, who 
bad arm ed witlnn twenty five miles of Madras, w as ordered 
to make a circuitous march of fifty miles to join lnm. 

* Colonel Bailhe had reached the banks of tho 

moreaieatt , * Cortclla, tb en newly drj, but Lable to be swollen 
1 30 by mountain torrents, on the 2oth of August, and 

imprudently encamped on the northern jiank. On that night 
the stream became impassable, and he was unable to cross it 
before the 4th of September Hyder immediately despatched 
bis son, Tjppoo, with tjie Cower of his army and eighteen 
guns, to arrest tho progress of tins brigade. Tippoo 
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trhole of the Mysore army. It was m vain that his men 
performed prodigies of valour, and repeatedly stormed the 
"batteries The enemy had chosen their positions with great 
shill, and poured in a destructive fire The European soldiers, 
thoagh they had sustained thirteen attacks, and were reduced 
to 300, still called out to be led against their assailants , bnt 
Baiilie Tefuscd to sacrifice the bves of these hrave men, and 
held ont a flag of trace They had jk> sooner laid down their 
arms, however, than Hyder’s men rushed upon them, and 
would have butchered the whole body, if the French officers 
had not interposed to save them Of 8G officers, 70 were 
killed or wounded, and the whole army, with all its stores, 

1 aggago and equipments was totally and irretrievably lost, 
hir Hector Monro’s force was only two pules distant at the 
time, and if he had came up during the engagement, the 
defeat would have been turned into a victory, and the for 
tunes of the war completely changed. On the following day 
he threw his heavy guns into the great tank, or pond, at 
Conjeveram, and retreated in haste and disorder to Madras 
hotly pursued by the enemy, and losing baggage at every 
turn And tliys terminated m disaster and disgrace, tins brief 
campaign of twenty-one days, in winch the heroism of the 
men formiffi a melancholy contrast to the utter incompetence 
of their generals 

twine* « rr.tr- ^ ve«scl was immediately dispatched to Calcutta 
put dohuo, with information of the disaster To the cinLar- 
* ^ raiment of a war with the Mahratlas was now 

ndled a war with Hyder, which had commenced with the 
greatest reverse the English arms had hitherto sustained in 
India. But never did the genius of ITastmgs appear to more 
ad\ antugc than in this emergency “ Ml my hopes” 1 e 
wrote, “ of aggnndmng the Bntuh name and enlarging tho 
interests of the Company, have given instant place to the 
more urgent call to support the existence of both in the Car. 
natic, nor did I hesitates moment to abandon my own news 
for such an object.” Mr \\ bite! ill, the governor of Ma lra« 
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who l'ad persisted in retaining Guntoor, after lie had received 
orders from Calcutta to restore it, was suspended from his 
office to the great satisfaction of the settlement, though, a!. 
Hastings remaihed, “the creature made some show of resist 
ance All the tioops which could be spared were immediately 
despatched, together with fifteen lacs of rupees, for tl e sole 
use of *the army, and not as a ci\ d supply , and such was the 
energy displayed on tbvs occasion, that the whole embarkation 
and all the measures projected for so great an occasion, were 
completed within tluee necks The veteran, Sir Eyre Cootc, 
had succeeded Sir John Clavering, as commander in chief in 
Bengal, and was solicited to proceed to Madras and rcstoio 
the honour o! the Butisb name lie was now advanced in 
5 cars, and feeble in health, but he would not decline this hon- 
ourable summons to the scone of Jus carl} triumphs But 
the boldest measure winch Hastings adopted at this crisis, 
was to stop the Company 8 investment, and appl} the funds 
to the expedition. L>cn this provision, however, was found 
to be insufficient It w as a subject of exultation, that during 
the eight } care of his administration, ho had not only dis- 
charged debts to the extent of a crorc and a half of rupees, 
l ut replenished the treasury with double that sum , it was, 
therefore, with no ordinary chagrin that ho was now obliged to 
hat e recourse to a loan 

UcffriMof Sir Eyro Coote reached Madras on the 5th of 
\\ «n lewuh, November, and found t! c equipment of the army 

so wretched, and the difficulty of ol taming draft 
and carnage cattle in a country swept 1 y hostile cavaliy so 
great, that it was the 17th of January 1 cforo lie w is nblo to * 
move Ins army II y dor lml resumed the siege of Arcot, and 
ita small Furopean garrison, after hold ng out for ms weeks, 
was obliged to retire to i^ic citadel which Cine had defended 
for fifty di}s But tho Nabobs brahmin commandant, 
under 11} dor’s influence, spread a sj int of dsnffectiou 
among the nativo troops to such an extent that tf o Fun pt an 
officers had no alternative hut to ca] ltulate 21} dor was at 
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*he same time engaged in besieging fire other forts one of 
which, andcvwi«h, was defended by Lieutenant Flint and a 
brother officer, with si ch romantic valour and such military «hiU 
that thes egc became one of the most honourable events of tho 
war This distinguished officer, however, received no other 
reward for his eminent services but the applause of Sir Ejre 
Coote, whose admiration of the resources which had been em- 
ployed knew no bounds The Court of Directors refused even 
to promote him to the command of a company Soon after. 
Sir Fyre Coote revived the drooping spirits of the army ly 
the capture of Carangolly, which Iljder had fortified with 
great care 

Bit* « oi rorto On the 8th of February, the gene-al marched 

,,,Jn,r 80a{ hward to Cuddalore where he was subjected 
to the most mortifyingcmbnrra^ment for supplier, 
which he could receive onlr by «ea The hostile armies re 
mained inactive for four jnonths Coote unable to move for 
want of provi ions, and Hyder dreading an encounter with 
him On the 18th of June, Coote attacl ed the fortified and 
well provi toned temple of Chfllumbrum but met with a 
reptil e H} d^r was elated by this his first sucee a ugamst 
the reniwned EngL h commander, and resolved to nsk a 
general engagement. Though on the verge of eighty, ho 
marched up to Cuddalore a hundred miles in two days and a 
half, and took up a strong position m its neighbourhood 
which he began to fortify Coote ignorant of the nature or 
strength of the enemy's works, resolved as his last resource 
to sally forth and attack them Ha> battering guns were «ent 
on board the vessel lying off the town, together with every 
other impediment, and the troops marched to the assault 
with the remaining prov^ ion«, enough on)v for four days on 
their backs. After advancing a hUle d stance, Coote per 
caved a road which Hvder had been cutting through the 
sand hills the previous night, and immediately pushed his 
detachments through the^ap in the teeth of a heavy cannon 
ade. After a long and arduous engagement, of six hours 
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duration, tho valour of the British troops was rewar led by ft 
complete victory, with the loss of only 800 then The result 
of the action was most decisive Hyder, a' ho had Ioilt 
10,000 soldiers, abandoned his designs on Tnclntiopol), and 
Tippoo raised tho siege of Wandcwasli, winch the gallant 
I hnt Bhll continued to defend 

r»tti«of The Bengal bngado sent down the coast under 

foiuiore, °lih Colonel Pcsfcc, had been recruited after the 1m oc 
Au«, i 8t t | |C c j, 0 i era mi( j re ached Puheat, forty miles 

north of Madras, in July, 1781 Ifjder detached Tippoo with 
a large force to intercept it, and Cootc marched 150 miles from 
Porto Novo to form a junction with it, winch he effected on 
tho 2nd of \ugust A similar movement, even with lees 
foresight and vigour on the part of Sir ITector Munro in 
tho preceding year, would have 6avcd Badhes army from 
destruction ITjdcr had unaccountably allowed Cootc to 
march through the country without. that obstruction which he 
could liaie offered at every step, but he determined to make 
up for Ins neglect by opposing his return with great vigour, 
and advanced with the whole of the Mysore army to the spot 
where, a twelvemonth before he had exterminated Badhes 
force He considered this a most fortunate spot for another 
battle, and bis astrologers predicted a certain Victory, if it 
took place on the same lucky day of the same lunar month 
the 11 th Ramzan, or the 27th of August The engagement, 
called after the neighbouring village, Pollilore, lasted through 
out the day, but the result was doubtful, both parties firing 
a salute for victory The action cost Hyder 2 000 men, ^ 
while the loss on the side of the English was about 400 
The next day, Cootc s army was employed in the melancholy 
duty of interring the remains of Colonel Baillie 6 detachment 
ui the same graves wife, their own dead Vellore, one of 
the few fortresses left to the Engl sh, was at this time 
straitened for provisions and the commandant represented 
ffie impossibility of bolding out unless he was rcfievcd 
Coote advanced to raise the 6eige, and Hyder marched to 
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prevent the attempt. The armies met a jam for 
soimgu "-a the third time daring the year at Sohngur, on the 
’ " 27ih of September 1781 Ilvdor having come 
to the conclusion tint Coote could not, or would not attack 
ban on tint day, had allotred his cattle and the drivers and 
followers to d s perse and the rapid movement of the gntish 
columns took him by surprise Coote obtained a complete 
victoij, which owing to lmj admiralty ‘dispositions involved 
the loss of only 100 men, while that of the Mysore army 
exceeded a 000 Within a few days however, Vellore was 
again reduced to extremity for suppl es, and though the mon- 
soon had set in Coote made three forced marches and prov 
visioned it for three months Hyder did not venture again 
to attack him, and the British army soon after retired into 
cantonments at Madras, after a campaign In which all the 
plans of Hyder were baffled by the consummate strategy of 
Coote, and Coote s expectations were defeated by the wretched 
state of his equipments and the total absence of a commissariat. 
tortM**r««TTT The question of filliug np the vacant chair at 

swraor of Madras now came up before the Court of Directors. 
Xljjlr&it 1781. _ , , , , . 

In tlje brief period of seven years, two governors 
had been dismissed by them and one suspended by Hastings, 
for gross rmstonduct, and a fourth had been deposed by Ins 
own Council and died in confinement The service wa« 
thoroughly demoralised and it was therefore determmed to 
try the experiment of placing the government in the hands 
of a new man uncontaminated with the general corruption, 
and a stranger to all local associations who m ght be expected 
to bring d gin tv to the office, and restore vigour to the ad 
nunistrati n The cho ce fell on Lord JIacarteny a nobleman 
of much political experience and imbued with a lugh sense 
of honour He reached Madras onrfhe 2’nd of June and 
brought the first intell gence of the declaration of war with 
the Dutch. Their principal settlement on tl e coast at Nega 
patam ICO mil s south of Madras was at the tune gamsonea 
b> a bod) oi 0 oOO troops, and Hyder \li lost no time in 
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opening negotiations with tlio chief, which resulted in a 
treaty on the basis of mutual co operation against the English 
I ord Mttcarteny was anxious to prci ent this formidable 
ticccssson to the resources of ITydcr, and resolved to attacl the 
town, while ho was able to reckon upon the assistance of the 
fleet, before the approaching change of the monsoon \\ i thout 
abstracting a single soldier from the army of Sir E}rc Coote, 
who discountcnanccd'thc expedition, he drew together a force 
from Tnnjorc and Madras, and placed it under the command 
of Sir Hector Munro The fleet contributed a large bod} of 
Capture of Wynnes and seamen, to whoso steadiness and 
iseinpum gallantry the early surrcndci of the j lace was 
TrimwnSke chiefly owing It fell on the 12th of November, 
,78i and was found to contain, in addition to a large 

quantity of military stores, two annual investments of great 
value In the following January, Tnncomalce, the noblest 
harbour in the island of Ceylon, t was also wrested from the 
Dutch. 

a non cement The pressure of events on the coast forced the 

question of the Carnatic revenues on the considcra 
nsi tion of the government at Matins and Calcutta 

The heavy expenses of the war fell excli sivety on the Com 
pany & treasury, the province itself coutnbuted nothing tons 
own defence, as the Nabob and his creditors absoibed the 
little revenue which was raised "While the troops of Coote 
were on half rations, the officers of the Nabob were selling 
the provisions collected for their support, and remitting the 
proceeds to his private purse AU Hib efforts were directed to 
impede, and often to counteract the movements of the British 
troops Not a single soldier in lus pay was sent to Coote s 
camp while his officers betrayed every fort to the enem} 
and I is own brother made over the fortress of Chundergirce to 
Hyder, with all tfie gram stored m it — for a consideration. 
Ihevciuhty and political profligacy of the Nabobs court, 
unmatet ed in India, was the constant theme of Coote 8 in- 
dignant remonstrance The nuisance became at length in* 
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supportable, n°d the Isabob, after repeated evasions, *waa 
constrained to resign the revenues of the Carnatic for a 
pejiod of fire year*, at the least, with a reservation of onc- 
wxth for Ins personal expenditure and for his creditors^ 
Dffiiief Colonel Brathwaite, who had assisted at the 
•uwitW CT P turc of i'cgapatam, was subsequently cm- 
e»nT i j Joyed in establishing the Nabobs authority in 
Tanjore, which Tippoo had been sent to ravage The 
Colonel was encamped on the banks of the Coleroon, when, 
owing to the treachery of Ins guides who were all in the pay 
of the enemy, he was surprised by Tippoo, with 20,000 borso 
and foot, and 20 guns The valour and constancy of British 
troops have seldom been more conspicuous tliau on this 
trying occasion During twenty six hours of unrcmitted 
conflict they sustained without flinching the repeated charges 
of tlio Mysore horse, and the fire of their cannon, hut sunk, 
at length from wounds and exhaustion, and would have been 
annihilated by the troops 8f Tippoo, but for the generous 
exertions of the French officers, who appreciated their heroism 
This di aster was counterbalanced by a victory on the opposite 
coast Tcllichcrry, a fortified factory, and the only Engl sh 
possession m -MAl ibar, bad sustained a s ego of eighteen 
months by a sore force Early in Fcbruaiy, the garrison, 
which had been reinforced, made a sortie, and captured 1,200 
Df the enemy, together with all their baggage, equipments, 
and CO pieces of cannon The reverse thus infi cted on 
Uyder emboldened the conquered A airs to rise throughout 
the province, and created a violent reaction in Coorg * 

T tum .do, Ilyder began to give way to despondency He 

»ronJfBcy hid been foiled in every engagement with Sir 
' Eyre Coote in which he was not signally defeated 

tie was deceived, as he supposed, by fc his French allies, who 
had engaged to come to his assistance, but had failed him for 
twenty months Tlic revolt, kindled on th western coast, 
might extend to Fu» capital The Governor General had suc- 
ceeded m detaching Sindia, and the tvizam aud Bhonslai from 
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tho confederacy, and tlio Poona durbar now threatened to 
umto with the Enghsli, and compel him to jicccde to a pence 
\i Inch would deprive him of all the advantages of the ws.r v 
unless lie consented to resign to them the torn tones he hnd 
acquired betv, ecn tho Toombudra and the kistna, and ibatidnn 
all clntms on the pohgare south of lint river lie dis 
baldened his feelings to his minister, Poomea He lamented 
his folly m having provoked a wnr with the English There 
were, ho admitted, mutual grounds of dissatisfaction, but still 
bo might lnvc made them his fnends notwitlist uidmg the 
intngucs of the wretched Nabob “The defeat of many 
Brathwnitcs and rannj Bailhcs," he said, “will not crush 
them I may ruin their resources by land, but I cannot dty 
up the sea, and I must be exhausted by u wnr in which I 
can gam nothing by fighting" He resolved therefore, to 
abandon all operations m the Carnatic, and to conccntrato Ins 
efforts on the western coast Ho had issued instructions for 
the entire destruction of the districts on the Coromandel 
coast, that he might leave no vestige of human habitation 
behind him, and had ordered the defences of Arcot to bo 
undermined, when all these gloomy forebodings were at once 
dissipated by the appearance of the long Cxpected Trench 
armament on the coast c 

lYcnch *Tptiii Early m 1781, the French government made 
non, i si 82 . preparations for the despatch of a powerful fleet 
and army to India, under the command of tl e veteran Bussy, 
but the capture of two successive convoys by Engl sh cruizers 
retarded the execution of the plan Tho first division at 
length reached the Mauritius, and was at once sent forward 1 - 
to the Coromandel coast The death of the admiral during 
the voyage gave the command of the fleet to Suffrem, an 
officer of extraordinary enterprise and resources lie made 
the coast off Pulicat with twelve sail of the hue and eighteen 
transports, as Admiral Hughes was returning m January, 
1782, from the capture of Tnncomalee Hughes, who had 
only 6ix vessels with him, was fortunately reinforced by three 
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others which hod arrived from England, and bore down on the 
French squadron, and succeeded in cutting off an of the 
transports The action was indecisive, and Suffrcin proceeded 
to Porto Noio, where he landed 2,000 French soldjcrs and 
1,000 Africans Soon after, Hj der had an interview with tile 
French commanders, when it was determined to attempt tho . 
reduction of Cnddalore, and await the arrival of Bujsy for 
larger operations The extensive fortifications of that place 
had been incautiously left in charge sff only 400 sepoys and 
fire artillerymen, and it surrendered without any show of 
resistance A few weeks after, tho important post of 
Pcrmacoil was captured by Iljdcr On the 12th of April, 
there was a second action between the fleets, hut without 
any decisive result, and both the admirals were obliged to 
retire and refit their disabled a cesels 

Cooto began now in his turn to despond, ho 
considered the aspect of affairs, not onK embar- 
raising, but even desperate In the hope of bring- 
ing on a general action, he marched to TTanJewa.il, which 
was bcsie red liy tho united armies of tho French and of 
mjer, but they refused the challenge, and retired to Pondi- 
cherry 11 1 th She view of drawing them from the position 
winch they bad strongly fortified Conte determined to at- 
tcn.pt tl e capture of Aruee, the chief depot of Iljderm the 
southern produces. Tippoo was sent to protect it, and an 
cn-w-uno.it ensued on the 2nd of June, the only result of 
winch a as the capture of one gen and eleven tumbrils, while 
Hvlcruas enabled to accomplish his object of rescuing his 
.treasure and stores from danger Sis weeks after, lie drew 
a young oEccr, who had been entrusted with a large detach- 
ment, into an ombUKridc, cnvcl'ied It with ha cavalry, and 

mil ctcd on it the loss ol two guns and 1 CC men. 
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other icsnlt than to defeat the new b of the French on that 
town Suffrein retired to Cuddalore where he repaired the 
damage lu^ fleet had sustained with incretfibic speed and 
energy, and then sailed southwards Lord Afaenrtnoy ImT 
tcccn cif intclligcnco that a second Fiencli force had armed 
at Point do Galle, and that Bussy lnmsclf was immediately 
expected on the coast He began to tremble for the safety 
both of Negapatam and Trincomalcc, and urged Admiral 
Hughes to follow the French fleet with all expedition But 
the energy of that officer by no means corresponded with his 
si ill and comage, and he was, moreover, jealous of any in 
tcrfcrcnco with lus command, and in this instance did not 
hesitate to sacrifice the interests of his country to his own 
capucc Suffrem hastened to Galle, embarked the force of 
2,400, which had recently arrived, and lauded them at Trm 
comalce The siege was pushed wjfh extraordinary vigour, 
and tlio garrison was obliged to capitulate on the 3 let of 
August, though on the most honourable terms Four days later 
the dilatory Hughes looked into the harbour, and 6aw the 
Trench colours flying on the ramparts The next day wit- 
nessed the fourth action between the two fleets, but though 
it lasted throughout the day, it terminated like all winch had 
preceded it, without any result The approach of darkness 
separated the combatants This was the last and the se- 
verest naval engagement of the jear, which tv as marked as 
much by the exertions of the fleets, as by the inactivity of the 
armies 

ii *.»!]« for Admiral Hughes returned to Madras, and an- 
i> hay isth nouuccd the necessity of proceeding forthwith to<, 
o 1782. j} orQ p ay to refit bis vessels, which had kept the 
»ea during the monsoon of 1781, and had sustained serious 
damage in four successive general actions The got ci nor 
repiescnted to hunt thS desperate condition t 0 w hich the 
interests of the Company would be reduced by his departure, 
and earnestly pressed hun to remain Hyder, ho said, was 
master of the Carnatic, the possession of Tnii^on,^^ n ou Jd 
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Totiognidc movement he considered a great misfortune, bat 
it proved the salvation of his army On toe 19 th of No- 
vember Tippoo oaertooh the rohnng force, winch was cont 
strained* to fight every Btep of its march, and arrived at dusk 
< u the banks of the Paniam , but, re girding tlicm as a sure 
"nd easy prey, he neglected to watch their movements, and 
the colonel, having discovered a ford, passed his whole army 
over under coier of the night, and reached tho town of 
Pamam the next day *0n the 29th of November Tippoo 
made an assault m four columns on the British aimy, but was 
driven back with great loss He then determine d to blocl ade 
tho force, and wait tho arrival of his heavy equipments, 
when, on the 12th of December, Ins whole army was seen to 
etnke its tents and march off to the eastward A dromedary 
r>eau> of itydcr ex P rCBS had arrived tho preceding evening with 
7 h z>«emt)«r in tell genco of the death of Hyder Ah Uta 
1 s ~ health had been declining during the year, and his 

end was hastened by the fatigues of the field lie died at 
the advanced age of eight), lea\ing behind him the reputa- 
tion of one of the ablest, most enterprising, and most suc- 
cessful adventurers in the modem history of India 
iiyder’i dentil Poornea, a Mahratta brahmin, the ablest of 
concealed 1782. Hyder 8 ministers, in conjunction with las distin- 
guished colleague, Kishen Rao, a Canaresc brahmin, assumed 
the management of affairs, and acted with consummate pra 
dence Tippoo, the son and successor of Hyder, was four 
hundred miles distant, and an Asiatic army, deprived of its 
head, always becomes a scene of intrigue and confusion 
Hyder s death was therefore carefully concealed in the camp * 
The body was embalmed and sent under an escort to the capi- 
tal as it had been usual to despatch chests of valuable plunder 
All answers to letters were issued, and all orders publisl ed in 
his name, and his “closed palanquin, with the accustomed 
retinue moved out at the usual hour from the can\ as mclo 
sure of ins tent Tippoo, on receiving mfeff genee of h a 
father’s death, immediately abandoned the WLstcrn campaign, 
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and hastened to join the army on the Coramandel coast v-hich 
he reached on the 2nd o c Jannaiy The troops were gratifi^ 
*0y the payment of arrears, and a liberal donative , the minis- 
ters who had maintained the royal authority at thu difficult 
cruia were confirmed in office and Tippoo at once succeeded 
to the command of a splendid army of 100 000 men and to a 
treasury filled with three crores of rupees, besides an accu 
mutation of jewels and valuables, which Poornea declared to 
be of eountle-s va'ae 
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tcntion to the cxpuLton of the English forcofrom the western 
provinces, justly fcanng lest thej should be transferred to 
tfie Mahrattas, w horn Hastings was urging to attack him 
General 'Matthews, instead of concentrating his forc^ which 
did not exceed I COO, at the most defensible point, frittered it 
avnj in small detachments, and the troop-, \\ ere allowed to 
disperse over the countrj m search of plunder Bednoro 
was, lionet cr, defended with great ^alour, and it was not 
surrendered till it had become a lica'p of ruin®, and farther 
reactance was hopeless Tho capitulation was violated as 
usnal, ami the men and oflicers were marched off m irons, 
and consigned to dungeons Tippoo Gred a salute for tins 
lus first victory otcr the English troops, and then descended 
to the coast and imested Mangalore, the siege of which is 
one of the most memorable events of the war The strength 
of tic garrison, at the commencement of it was onl) 1,8 j 0, 
while the imcstmg force under Tippoo amounted to 100,000 
with 100 guns The command of the fort had devolved ea 
Colonel Campbell of the 42nd Highlanders, and a brighter 
name is not to be found in tho annals of Bnti h India. It 
woull exceed the limits winch can be assigned to this rms 
morable conflict in this bncf epitome, to enter into any detail 
of the siegr or to describe how General Jfieleod who was 
twice sent to relieve it, was on each occasion cajoled by 
Tippco and left lus ta«k incomplete, and how an intermediate 
contention was disgracefully violated and tic privations of 
the brave garrison augmented It may bo sufficient to state 
that tho colonel and his troops defended the place for nine 
months with un nrpn^sed resolution again t tl c whole army 
of Tippoo and did not capitulate until their number was re- 
duced to 6a0, and tho^e mere oheleton* * 

Whilst Tippoo was tlws waiting his strength 

rrocTM, of .. . 

Colon k fuJm and his reputation in a siegfc wnicn cost him half 
t5n ’ 1 **■ his army, tl e absence of a Mysore army from the 
southern pro\ tnces, and Jhe peace with France enabled the 
Madras government to send a powerful force across the Fe- 
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rnnsuTa into the heart of Mysoie This able plan was 
devised and executed by Colonel Fullerton* who had em- 
braced the military profession late in life, but exhibited 
talents £>f a very high order, and would have brought the 
war with Tippoo to an honourable termination, if he had not 
been thwaited by the folly of the Madras authorities His 
force ednsisted of 13,600 men, but the native poition of it was 
twelve mouths in arrears On the 15th of November, he 
captured the renowned fortress of Palghaut, and on the 2G£h 
occupied Coimbatoor , on the 28th, he had made every pre- 
paration for an immediate advance on Senngapatam, while 
the Mysore army was detained before Mangalore The 
capital was within his grasp, but before night he rcccired 
orders not only to suspend opciations, but to rcbnquisl all 
tlio districts bo had occupied To explain this singular re- 
quisition, it is to be remarked that while Hastings was 
engaged in urging tho Mahrattas, in accordance with the 
treaty of Salbje, to compel Tippoo to make pcaco on pain 
of hostilities, Lord Maeartenj, m dcfianco of tho prohibition 
of tho Supreme Government, to which, on such questions, ho 
was entirely subordinate, opened negotiations with Tippoo, 
and by a singular infatuation, voluntarily agreed to a sus- 
pension of arms till a reply was received So ignorant was 
the Governor of Madras of natue habits, as not to know that 
any direct olfer of peace to n native pi nice, rendered peace 
on honourable terms impossible Tippoo took no notice of 
the proposals for three months, and then sent ono of the 
most astute of Ins officers to cozen tho President and Council 
at Madras After a month passed in Jesuitical djlomacj, 
the envoy proposed that two gentlemen should be deputed to 
Tippoo to expedite the negotiations Tho silly Council 
swallowed the bait, and fven affirmed tint this was a proposal 
winch exactly met their wishes The object of lijpoowas 
gained, and he was thus cnallcdto represent at c\ erj durbar 
m India that the Fnglish government had sent commissioners 
nil tho wav from Madras to Mangalore to sue for jieacc It 
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■ft os at tlua period and tinder tlio influence of this agent, that 
tho comnua lonars instructed Colonel Fulhrton to suspend 
hostilities, and evacuate Ms conquests; lut he had just 
heard of the peril lions violation of the contention ^f Man 
galore, and though ho ceased to prosecute the war, determined 
to retain the dial nets lie had conquered Dj^cussionssoon after 
arose between the envoy of Tippoo and the coni mission ere, 
r< gaulmg the release of the prisoners and the surrender of 
Manga! re, w Inch at ere referred to Lord Macartney On the 
8th of December the Council met and reviewed their position, 
their finances were ruined, their credit at as broken, and tho 
confitenco of the Supremo Government was gone But, 
instu l of ordering Coloml Fulhrton with his powciful army 
to j u 0 h on to Tq poo a capital, while he was occupied at Stan 
galore, and end tl o war by one bold strol e, they directed lum 
to rclu quish all lus conquests, and retire avitlnn the limits 
winch they j inscribed although lippooa officers had violated 
lheir eng laments, and retained all the districts they hid 
overrun in tl o Carnatic, winch they were equally bound to 
evacuate Tho mu-sionary Swartz met Colonel Fullarton at 
the foot of tho ghauts as ho was marchiDg back, and ex 
claimed with astonishment, “ Is the peace so certain that you 
quit all bcfarc the ncgoti ition is ended The possession of 
these two countries would hat e kept Tippoo in awe, and m 
clincd hun to reasonable terms But you qu t the loins, and 
how will you manago the beast I" The Colonel replied, I 
cannot help it Hastings, with bis profound 1-nowlcdge of 
the native charactei reprobated the negotiation and con 
s dered that it should have been entrusted to Colonel F ullerton, 
and conducted at the head of his army, at the capital But 
Hastings was now comparatively pow erltss The Court of 
Du ec tors, a prey to intrigue, had lcdfcntly renewed their con 
demnation of his conduct, his own Council deserted him 
Lord Macartney set luni at defiance, and the negotiations 
with Tippoo wore left to jhe mismanagement of Madras The 
com nibsiouers ueic marched leiouicl^ lino 0 h the country, 
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protect the natives from the oppression of Europeans, 'and to 
give the English community the blessing of their own lawi. 
JTlie judges were iniestcd twth the ottnbutes of .the tweho 
judges in Wcatmmstcr, and empowered toadmmistejLnghsb 
law m all its branches. Parliament had thus, without anj 
correct Knowledge of the circumstances or wants of the new 
conquest, established two independent powers, butlnd nc 
glected to define the sphere of their authority, and a coll sion 
between the government of tho Company and tho judicial 
officers of the Crown, became inevitable One of tho earliest 
acts of the Court was to hangi^undu Koomar for an offence 
which 1 ad not been capital 6ince the days of Munoo The 
next blow fell on the zemindars The country was slowly 
recovering from tho confusion incident to the introduction of 
a novel and foreign administration, and the zemindars were 
but partially reconciled to the new economy The Supremo 
Court, as soon as it was established, began to issue writs 
against them, at the suit of any one who could fee an attdr 
ncy, on the strength of which the} were immediate!} seized 
in their own cutchencs, or rent courts, and dragged down to 
Calcutta from a distance, sometime*, of several handled 
miles, and consigned to jail if they were udwillmg, or unable, 
to furnish Jiail iso indemnification was given to them for 
the expense or disgrace they had incurred even when their 
arrest was cancelled for illegality Of English law, then the 
most complicated 8} stem of jurisprudence in the world, they 
were profoundly ignorant, and they felt that no innocence 
and no ingenuity was able to protect them from the new 
dangers which menaced them A dart cloud hong o\ er the 
country, as portentous as a Mahratta invasion 
Tho Conn. These proceedings necessarily affected the col- 
inwrtcrenw lection of the revenue, kind endangered the re- 
Cwmmcat, sources of government “The disposition to 
ins a. withhold every payment, however just, is in 
herent in the native character and the slightest pretext is 
sufficient to dcveiope it. Tne arrest and 'muni nation o' t'he 
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zemindars destroyed their credit and authority, and gave 
their unscrupulous ryots an advantage they wire not slow to 
improve It had, moieover, heen the immemorial custom in ‘ 
India to lubject defaulters to coercion, without which they 
rarely paid their rents, but the attorneys of the Supremo 
Couit, who had spread themseh cs over tho country, advised 
the ryots and renters when arrested, to sue out a writ of 
I uleaa corpus , when they were brought down to Calcutta and 
discharged, leaving the landlord without rent or rcincdj 
Hie ciunmal judicature of the country, which embraced the 
police of thirty millions of people, had been left in the hands 
of the Nabob of Moorshcdabad and his judicial and executive 
officers But the authority of their courts was at once anni- 
hilated by the judges of the Supreme Court, ^]«> declared 
that the pen>on called Mobanh ood dowlah, that is, tho 
Nabob of Moorshedabad, was a phantom, a meie man of 
straw, without any legal right to t^c exercise of any power 
whatsoever In ouc instance, indeed, the Court proceeded 
so far as to issue a process of contempt against las Highness 
The next blow was aimed at the goicrnmcnt itself, thou "4 1 
it had been established under tho authority of Paihamcnt 
The judges refused to acknowledge the East ^ndia Company 
except ns a trading bodj, with no other pow e r»or j osition 
than an ordinary commercial association They interpreted 
the Act to signify that the gO\crnmcnt of the country by (he 
Goicmor General in Council was Bubjtct to t1 lc jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court, and that it would be penal for the 
Companv, or any of its sei rants, to disobey a ny older or 
j rocess emanating from it Thcie was no department of tl e * 
state with which they did not 6cc fit to interfere , the wholo 
fabric of the administration was shaken to its f asc, nml tin* 
country was threatened* with universal anarchy, gimjlj to 
enlarge the jurisdiction of the Crown couit, and to exalt the 
authority of its judges 

c<H.ijTmh To enumerate the vanpns instances of injustice 
im and oppression to wlach the enforcement of these 
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claims give rise wonll exceed tlic limits of tins cpitorfic, and 
one most sufheg as a g implc A baboo named Co->*mith was 
•instigated to bring in action in the Supreme Court m August, 
177 *), against Ins mister, the raji of Cossijnnh, l^g to tic 
eolith of Calcutti A writ was issued on the strength of his 
affUliut, and the raja was required to find bid to the extent 
of three lies and a half of rupees He concealed himself to 
avoid the process, upon which the,Court immediately des- 
patched two sheriffs officers, with S body of eighty six men, 
of whom thirteen were European sailors, and the rest nitivi s 
habited as sepoys, and all armed with mulcts or swords. 
On their arrival at Cossijnrab, they forced their way into the 
palace of the raja, maltreated his servants, violated the 
Binctit} of the zenana, and desecrated his family temple, 
packing up the idol with other lumber in a basket, and affix 
mg the seal of the Court to it. Hastings considered that the 
time had at length arrived when he could no longer delay to 
vindicate the authority if the government, and afford pro- 
tection to the natives, whatc\cr might be the hazard attend 
ing it lie instructed the military officer at Midnapore to 
intercept the whole party on their return, and march them to 
Calcutta, wlicih they were immediately liberated To prevent 
eimilar outrages which were then meditated, he hkewiso 
issued a j reclamation, directing all landholders of every 
degree to consider themselves exempt from the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Court, except in the two eases of their having 
bound themselves by agreement to submit to it, or being British 
subjects The Supreme Court then proceeded to isane a sum- 
mons against the Governor General himself and the members 
of the Supreme Canned, but they peremptorily refused to 
obey it « 

gif & Petitions were now addressed to Parliament by 

»na ihe snaat, both Europeans and native^ praying for a redress 
Coon, i so. o j tb esc intolerable gnevances But aa tho 
remedy might be long in coming, tho sagacity of Hastings 
<k&co\ ered a more immediate antidote Tho Provincial Ccun 
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cils established in 1773, licit! both revenue and civil courts, 
mid an appeal from their decisions lay to tlie Suddcr Dewanny 
Adawlut, or chief court of appeal in Calcutta, m wluch th6 
Go\cmq.r General and the Council were appointed to prcsiQe, 
which, however, tl eir political and administrative duties 
seldom allowed them to do In April, 1780, nestings re 
modelled the whole system, separated the fiscal from the cn il 
jurisdiction, leaving the former with the Provincial courts, 
and entrusting the latter to the civil courts which he cstab 
hshed in each district, with an appeal to the Suflder Dev annj 
ne then offered the post of chief judge of this court to 
Sir Elijah Impcy, upon a salary of 7 000 rupees a month, 
which was accepted without any hesitation Tins appoint 
ment, together with that of another of the Crown judges as 
Commissioner of the Dutch settlement of Clunsural, which 
A-.tii lunar rvconHy esptared at an ce qwtaJ the Supreme 
Court, and released the GovemmcnJ from its embarrassments 
turn, * on thii ' rho th» -.rriMgement placed 

errangen at, tbe Chief Justice, proved highly advantageous to 
1780 the intei ests of the country The judges of the 

new ci Til courts who were young and inexperienced, were 
placed under lus supervision and guidance, and he was thus 
enabled to give form and consistency to the System of civil 
judicature Though bred in all tbe technicalities of English 
law, he drew up a code of regulations for the sidmimstiation 
of justice in the interior, comprised in ninety five sections, 
brief and clear, and exactly adapted to the eimpl JC1 ty Q f native 
habits , and it has formed the basis of all subsequent legisla 
lation at the Bengal Pres dency But this arra n g emcn t W as 
assailed with great animosity, both in the Court of Directois 
and in the House of Commons Sir Flijah wa, 8 recalled for 
laving accepted the offee, and Hastings w; ls eventually 
impeached in addition to the o*h o ~ cr mes charged against 
hun for having conferred it But, after the hp so 0 f e ,gj ^ 
years the wisdom of this proceeding has hcen triumphantly 
vindicated by the Parliamentary enactment of i860 which 



placed the Chief justice of the Supreme Court at tlfe 1 cad 
of the Company s Court of Appeal, and by amalgamating the 
4mo Courts, committed to him the dutj of supervising the 
judicial system of the Presidency On the receipt of the 
petitions from Calcutta before alluded to Parliament passed 
an Act in which the functions of the Supreme Court were 
more distinctly defined and it continued from that period to 
the hour of its extinction, to enjoy the confidence andadnura 
tion of t)ic entire community, European and native, for the 
equity and impartiality of its decisions, 
chtyt s.ntr, The pecumaiy difficulties of the government of 
dc nqucncjr Bengal were at tins time most critical There was 
avar avith ITjdcr, who was triumphant in the 
Carnatic , war with the French avith the Dutch and with the 
Mahrattas The entire expense of all these wars fell upon the 
treasury in Bengal a debt of a croro of rupees had been 
incurred, and the credit of Government was at the lowest ebb 
Hastings was under the necessity of looking to other sources 
than the ordinary revenues of the countiy for supplies and 
lie was induced to make an additional demand on Cheyi Sing, 
the raja of Benares The grandfather of the raja had begun 
] fe with the rent of half a village, but amidst the distraction 
of tl o tim^s, had succeeded in acquiring a territory which 
yielded 50 lacs of rupees a year The di&tnot was transferred 
ly the Nabob Viz er to the British government in 1775, and 
the rajah received a sunnud from tho Governor General, 
winch stipulated that h a annual tribute should be limited to 
twenty two hes and a half a year Hastings s demand was 
therefore stigmatised by his opponents as a breach of faith 
But the tenure of Benares was more that of a feudatory tl an 
of a mere zemindar, wli ch appears evident from the fact that 
Hostings when irritated ly hs o/position, threatened to 
reduce h m to the cond t an of % simple zemindar like the raj 3 
of Burdwan By the law and constitution of Ind a he was 
liable in cases of emergency , to be called on for extmordinniy 
ai(f° by fits superior lord Sucfi payments liad formerly been 
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mado*to Ins liege, the Naliob of Glide, and lie was equally 
bound to meet the requisition made upon lnr» on the present 
emergency by Hastings, of 2,000 horse and five lacs of 
rupees (, The rajah pleaded pm erty, and endeavoured to 
caadc the pijmcnt of tho full amount, but Hasting* had 
rcccned intimation from various quarters that his hoards 
exceeded tiro crorcs of rupees, and ho persuaded himself that 
the rajah’s reluctance, to comply with his demands, was a 
crime no dctcimincJ* therefore, “to make him ppy largely 
for his pardon, to exact a severe vengeance for his delinquency , 
and to draw from his guilt the means of relief to tho Com 
pany’s distresses ” 

Chejt«Mf« Hastings was shout to proceed to Benares to 
excLMtve #n* meet the vakeel of the raja of Berar, and nego 
1781 tnto a peace with the Urgency at Poona. Cbej i 

bing was fully apprised of lua resentment and hastened to 
mert it by waiting on him as he entered tho province, and 
lfumbly beseeching him to accept twenty lacs of rupees 
1 ho offer was rejected with scorn, and the sum of fifty lacs 
peremptorily demanded On his arrival at Benares on tho 
15tli of August, 1781, Hastings sent the raja a statement of 
Ins complaints, and i laced him nndcr arrest,’ by sending four 
companies of sej oys to tako the place of his own guards 
The city of Beuaics, tho utadcl of Hmdooism, and tho great 
focus of politic d intrigue, had always been notorious for its 
turbulence On the present occasion, the populace roused by 
the indignity inflicted on the raja rose upon the sepoys 
who had brought no ammunition with them, and slaughtered 
both them and their officers During this emeute, the raja* 
himself escaped across tho river to his fortifled palace at 
Itamnugur The situation of Hastings was perilous in the 
extreme , the native force on which he depended for protec 
tion was annihilated, and lie, and the thirty gentlemen with 
him had only their own weapons to trust to Happily tho 
inform ted retainers of the raja crowded tumultuously after 
him, and quitted the city, instead of attaching Hastings in his 
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defenceless state The whole province was speedily in a 
b’aze of revolt^md the zemindars of Bebar, who had ever 
Veen disaffected tow ards the English, were npe for msurrcc 
tion It was at this critical penod, while beleaguered m 
Benares tli it Hastings exhibited his rare strength of nerve, 
by continuing and completing lus negotiations with Smdia, 
os if he had been tranquilly residing in Calcutta Eqnaliv 
remarkable was the confidence that Smdia manifested in the 
destinies of the English, by affixing* Ins seal to the treaty, 
whfle he knew that the life of the Governor General was m 
jeopardy His situation at Benares notwithstanding the 
rapid arrival of troops from different quarters was not, how- 
ever, considered defensible, and he made bis c«capc during 
the night, by a window, and rowed down to Chunar 
csptnre 0 f The raja collected a force of 20 000 men bnt did 
rw-»car wb n ot cease to importune Jlastmgs for a reconciha 
tion, which was wisely rejected, lest it should bo 
attributed to fear The fajaV. troops were successively de 
feated, and he took refuge in B dgegur, but not deeming 
himself safe there, fled to Bundlecund with as much treasure 
as his elephants and camels conld carry The begums, who 
were loft bchnfd, surrendered the fortress on the 9 th of 
November , In a private letter to the commander of the 
troops, in reference to the treasure which was supposed to 
be deposited in Bidgegur, Hastings had incautiously remarked 
“ With regard to the booty, that is rather your consideration 
than mine I should be sorry that any of your ofFcere and 
soldiers lost anv part of the reward to which they are so well 
entitled" On the strength of this (xmmunication, the 
oTiccrs proceeded at once to divide the boot} , amounting to 
forty lacs of rupees among themselves and the troops 
Hastings was especially mortified at «the loss of the treasure 
with which he had hoped to replenish tlie empty treasury of 
the Company The officers were invited to return it, and to 
leave their claims to the equitable decision of the Supreme 
Council bnt they manifested then discretion by refusing to 
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trust their interests to the arbitrament of n pauper govern- 
ment In extenuation of the odious proceedings of Hastings 
towards Cheyt Sing, it was asserted that ho was disaffected 
to the Butish Government, but, in this ease, Hastings would 
not hive ventured to enter the capital with bo slender an 
cseort Chiyfc Sing was culpablo in having hesitated to 
afford ifnmcdntc aid to Ins liege sovereign in a great public 
exigency, but the imposition of a fine of fifty lacs of rupees 
for withholding pay inert of one-tenth of the sum, had an 
asject of vindictiveness winch it is impossible to palliate? 
and although Hastings was so blinded by Jus own judgment 
as to claim merit for the transaction, it has always been 
considered a dark spot m his administration, and it will 
hereafter appear that it was on this point that the question 
of his unpc ichmijnt eventually turned Cheyt Sing en- 
joyed an asylum at Gwalior for twenty nine years His 
nephew was raised to the throne, and the tribute augmented 
from twenty-two and a half to forfy lacs a year 
Tb«hepim»of The disappointment which Hastings had cx- 
oude, us- penenced regarding these treasures increased his 
embarrassment The treasury m Calcutta was drained for 
the support of more than sixty thousand tro«ps required for 
the war at Bombay and Madras, and money was indispensable. 
It was m tlic'-e circumstances that the Nabob vizier waited 
on him at Chutiar, and represented the impossibility of making 
good from his exhausted country the arrears of a crorc and 
a half of rupees due to the Company, and of con tin mug to 
maintain the English troopB stationed m his dominions But 
these troops were indispensably necessary to their defence, » 
and the withdrawal of them would have been immedatcly 
followed by a Mahfatta invasion -He entreated Hastings to 
relieve him from the charge of at least one brigade, and to 
allow him to take possession of the we dth and the jaygeers 
of thfi begums, to enable hun to discharge Ins ol ligations to 
the Como my Hastings subsequently a dinned that if tho 
Vizier had not made tlus proposal? he himself would never 
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succession, or tl o practice of Oriental courts As to tlio 
barbarities practised on tho begums ami their servants bj tho 
>. abob, Hastings cannot be litld personally answerable for* 
them , the odium which they have fixed on Ins nd ministration, 
v i as the revenge of civilization for on alliance with barbarism, 
for a most objection al lc object 

rytooiaKhw, Fyzoolla Khan, the Itoliilla chieftain, was, in 
178° 1774, left ^possession of Rampoora and scieral 

other jajgecra, of the afinual value of fifteen lacB of rupees 
ITc devoted his attention with great zeal to the encourage- 
ment of agriculture and tho improvement of the country, 
and with such success as to double his rent roll m seven 
jears, without overtaxing Ins subjects Ho was bound by 
treaty not to increase his military forco beyond 5 000 men, 
of whom 3,000 were to be at the disposal of the Nabob vizier, 
when he happened to be engaged in war In November, 
1780, Hastings, distracted by the intelligence of Colonel 
IttnUies defeat, instructed the Vizier to demand the aid of 
5 000 troops for the defence of Behar, to Uberate the English 
regiments for service at Madras Tyzoolla Khan, with all 
humility, made an offer of 2,000 horse and 1,000 foot 
Hastings, who always expected prompt obedience to his 
requisitions, was exasperated at tliiB hesitationf and under 
the alarm created by Cheyt Sing’s proceedings, assented 
without adequate consideration, to the request made by the 
Vizier to dispossess Fyzoolla Kban of tl o whole of his 
zemindary and annex it to his own dominions but he soon 
after dscovcred and acknowledged the error he had com 
nutted in this interpretation of the treaty, revol ed the per 
mission he had given to the Vizier and released Fyzoolla Khan 
from the obligatun of furnishing any quota of troops in 
future, on the payment of fifteen lacs of rupees 
censure of tho These proceedings were severely condemned by 
the Court of D rectors who pronounced the de- 
signs, mj-e jujjJ no limanb .of Jluxth .and 

oruered him to be restored to his estates Unler the m 
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fiuence of thi3 vote of censure Hastings s colleagues in 
Council not ogfy withdrew tbcir support from him, but 
•became united in their opoosition to him, and he complained, 
^vith great reason that while he was still held responsible 
for the safety of India, his degradation had been proclaimed 
at every court m India “ If,’ be said, “ I ara to be 
threatened with disn ission, my acts reprobated, the whole 
responsibility of the government thrown on me, with only 
'vn equal voice in Council, I cannot 'discharge my trust with 
ci edit or effect” In a letter to the Court of Directors of 
tho 20th of M'irch, 1783, after appealing to them to attest 
the patience and temper with which he had submitted to all 
tho indignities heaped upon him during Ins long service, he 
announced his determination to quit their service, and re 
quested that a successor might be immediately nominated 
Daring the year 1784 he proceeded to Lucknow, and in 
compliance with the requisition of the Court of Directors, 
restored the jaygfeers t<5 the begums, through the ageucy 
of the Nabob vizier He adjusted all accounts between Oude 
and tbe Company, mado every arrangement for the payment 
of the Engl sh troops employed in its defence, and then with 
drew the Residency, which had become odious to the Vizier by 
its interference with bis government, not less than by its 
depredations On bis return to Calcutta, Hastings addressed 
valedictory letters to all the pnnees and chiefs of India, and 
having laid the keys of the treasury on the table of tl o 
Council Board, and delivered tbe keys of tho fort to bis 
successor, Mr Macpherson, embarked for England in Febru 
ary, 178a, after a most eventful administration of thirteen 
years 

Hastings reached EnglamLon tlio 1 3th of Jane 
t <.n in En g and, and experienced tbe mast gracious reception from 
“*■ the King and Queen and even the Court of Direc 

tors greeted him with a courteous address. By one of the most 
influential members of tl e House of Lords, he was described 
as rile Company a great mraerter— £tte pxmrtfa! dat&sin u/ 
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(!io ctat Tlio Mmistn , avith one exception, evinced tlie 
roost friendly disposition towards him, and*thc preeminent 
sen ices lie had rendered to Ins country in the Last fullj justi- 
fied hw e eTpoctations of a peerage But that exception iris 
fatal to all his hopes Mr Pitt, the pnmc minister, lnd 
imbihed a vehement prejudice against him He admitted 
that lio*was a great and wonderful man, and that the charges 
against him were ridiculous and absurd, but, lie had committed 
four transgressions— he liad attempted to extend the British 
dominions in India, which the minister highly disappro\cd of, 
he had forfeited the confidence of the native princes , he had 
disobeyed tlio orders of the Court of Directors , and he hail 
fixed enormous sal mes to offices in India Tlieic u as, more- 
over, an adverse resolution on the records of tlio IIousc of 
Commons, and trntil it was done away with by a vote of 
thanks for hia great sen rces, Mr Pitt affirmed that he caul } 
not advise bis Majesty to confer any honour on him , yet the 
minister's favourite colleague, Mr Dundns, with whom that 
damnatory vote originated, had subsequently declared, that 
Hastings’s conduct was worthy of every praise lie could 
bestow, and of every support Ins Majesty’s ministers conld 
afford him , and he went so far as expressly to pronounce him 
tlie saviour of India As to the vote of thanks, Mr pitt bad 
only to propose it to the House, and it would ka\ e been 
earned by acclamation 

Seven days after Hastings landed in Fngland, 
orSTto"^* 1 Mr BuTke, One of the most distinguished leadeis 
“ “*• 20th of the Whigs, gave notice in the House of Coin 

mons that he would on a future day, make 
n motion regarding the conduct of a gentleman recently re- 
turned from India • But a meeting of the part} was held 
soon after, and it was resolved, with great unanimity, to be 
Unadvisable to cmbaifc in a crusade against him There was 
therefore every reason to conclude that the menace of a pro 
fiecution wonld have blown over, bqt for the imprudence and 
arrogance of Major John Scott, tho confidential agent and 
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evfl genius pf Hastings Like other retired Indian'? of* ample 
fortune lie liadjmrchased *i borough and entered Paihament 
Ou the first day of the ensuing session of 1786, he rose and 
defied Burke to make good his threat After this challenge, 
Burke had no option but to pursue his intention and he 
entered upon the impeachment with all tlie ardour of bis 
enthusiastic nature IBs political associate®, who hid bten 
lukewarm on the subject, felt them®Ujes bound u honour to 
rally round and support him , and thite celebrated trial is thus 
traced up to the mistaken zeal of Hastings’s own friend, 
Major Scott, who emphatically “bullied” Burke into the pro- 
secution, His first motion was for the production of papers, 
l nt the Hou«e resolved, that he should state Ins case before 
he appliel for documents to support it. 

On the 4 th of April, Burke brought forward 
STSv'ST eleven cl.argc», to which cloven Olliers were sob 
sequcntly added. For many years he had made 
tlie politics and the pooph? of India nnd their ancient ln-trey 
his pirticilar study, and no man m the Hoo=e lias CTerbcen 
more familar with all questions relating to that country lie 
arms a worlnppcr of ancient .o-Utntions nnd dynasties nnd 
having folliwcJ the career of Hastings step by step gradually 
contracted i> feeing of personal ommosity ton aids him, for 
lus attempts to subvert them in the East Bnt nil the mate- 
rials of tliccharges were supplied by Mr Francis, Hastings s 
raucorocs o.ponent in India, wbo bad ol tamed a -oat in Fir 
lament, aal determined to hunt him down w,.h all the 
rancour wl.cli might have been expected from tlm wntcrof 
denies e leters After the charges had been introduced, 
Hastings chained pormi-mn to be beard in rep J, and oa the 
1st of May .ppeared at tlm bar, brnding.bcncath the weight 
of a docum nt more prolix than ewen a Bengal d,. pitch 
ne read or till he was exhausted, when the clerks ol 
the noose cal* to lus aid and mumbled through its inter 
m, noble pag* the reading of w! ich required a second dav 
The only impassion produced oa the non-e was one of wean 
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ness and impatience, jet bo ignorant was Hastings of Toglish 
sensibilities aa to persuade himself that the ylea of the reply 
was conceived in a happy hour, and by a blessed inspiration! 
and that “it instantly turned all minds to- lus own \nj " 

The uwo jiHn ^ the twcuty-tv\o charges, onl} three were »f 
dial char^t, any serious importance, and tlicj referred to the 
1 5,0 *■ first Kolulla vv ar, toCheyt Sing, and to the begums 

of Oude The rest — inich ns that of having in six rcvohi' 

tions, brought the fertile and beautiful prov mces of I arrack- 
abad to a state of the most deplorable nun, and of having 
impoverished and dcjiopnlatcd Oude, and rendered thoejuntry, 
which was onco a garden, nn uninhabited desert, — were the 
mere litter of Mr Francis’s malignity Iho first charge 
accused him of having “ hired British soldiers for tlie purpose 
of extirpating tlio innocent and helpless people inhabiting the 
Rolnllas ” But the first Kolulla war had received flic appro- 
bation of the Court of Directors, it had taken place fourteen 
3 cars before, and whatever might *Jiave been its mniinahtj. 
Parliament had condoned it by subsequently reappointing 
Hastings Governor General Mr Dundas explained that when 
he proposed a vote of censure to the House on tjns tiansac- 
tion, he considered it sufficient for the recall ol Hastings , but 
ho had never supposed that it involved the necessity of a 
prosecution Both he and Mr Pitt voted agauistthe charge, 
and it was consequently negatived by 119 to C7 |l lie charge 
of wanton cruelty and extortion against the rajajof Benares, 
was brought forward by Pox, in a speech of Burpajsiug ability, 
but be rested lus argument solely on the pnncipl? that Cheyt 
Sing was an independent prince, no wiy liable tojbc called on * 
for succour by the Bengal Government Mr Pitt, ^ ho was 
expected to support Hastings m this case also, {resisted this 
opinion, and asserted that Cheyt Sing was a jassal of the 
Bengal empire, and owed allegiance to it, and vps subject to 
extraordinary demands on extraordinary emcrmncies But, 
he added the whole of Hastings 8 conduct slywed that he 
intended to j uuish the mja with too m ich seviity inflicting 



int nrr totes acatvqt dastogs 


«rl 


4 ”5 


a fine of fifty lacs for a default of only five lacs. Hf voted, 
therefore, for 4lie motion, which was earned by 119 to 79 
•The adoption of this charge by the Ministry, was the turning 
point of the impeachment, which, after this decision became 
mental !c The third important charge, which referred to the 
confi cation of the treasures and estates of the begums of 
OqJl, was entrusted to Mr Shendan and the speech of six 
hours* duration with which he introduced it, has been justly 
considered the greatest effort of* oratory in ancient and 
modem tunes Mr Pitt, him elf, described it as po*se«sing 
ever} thing that genius or art could furnish to agitate and 
control the human mind. The House was enraptured by his 
eloquence, and gave an unusual sign of applause by clipping 
of 1 and®, m which even the strangers were allowed to join 
without rebuke The debate was adjourned to the next 
day, on the extraordinary plea that, under spell of the orator, 
the members had lo&t their self po® session. When the House 
resumed, Mr Pitt came forward and asserted that Hastings s 
conduct regarding the treasures of the begims bore the 
strongest marks of cnminahtv, though he did not impute to 
bun the cruelties said to have been practised. After this decla 
rat on the charge was supported by a majority of tLre * 
one It was therefore resolved that Warren Hasting should be 
impeached before the Lords of high crimes and misdemeanors 
dunng the penod of Ins Indian government and as the Lords 
refused the n=e of their own chamber, Westminster nail was 


ordtred to be fitted up for the occasion. , , 

. The trial which commenced cm the 13th of 

it « cjv i cs February, 1703, presented the most uup.t 
spectacle which had boon witnessed in England 
for more than a centum — the impcachmfit by the Commons 
ot Fngland before the h gbest tnBnnal in the land of tbo 
man who had consolidated the power ot Groat Britain in tbo 
Last. The scone was one of uneiampled dignity and gran- 
deur The Queen and Qie Pnucc.cs the Pnnco of « ales 
and his royal brother., with then- trams led the proccsnon. 
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Tlie pdbrs in their ermine, were marshalled two and two 
according to their rank from their own chamber to the hall 
But the most interesting spectacle was the galaxy of genius * 
grouped together m the seats appropriated to the managers 
of the trial — rox, and Burke, and Sheridan, and Grey, and 
Windham, men of imperishable renown in the annals of their 
country * In the presence of this illustrious assembly , 
Warren Hastings, who .had given law to the princes and 
people of India for thirteen years, appeared in the position 
of a culprit, and was required to go down upon his knees 
He was immediately commanded to rise, and accommodated 
with a scat, but of all the indignities which had been 
heaped on him in England or in India, this ignominious cere- 
monial was that which most acutely wounded Ins feelings 
The Lord Chancellor, who presided in the Court, and who 
had been his own school fellow at Westminster, concluded 
Ins address with much solemnity, “ Conduct your defence m a 
auftmer that may befit your station and the magnitude of the 
charges against you, and estimate rightly the high character 
of those you have to answer — the Commons of Great Britain ” 
To winch Hastings replied with great dignity, “I am com*, 
to this high tribunal, equally impressed with a confidence in 
my own integrity, and in the justice of the Court before 
which I stand ’ The pleadings were opened by Burke in a 
speech of such transcendent power, that Hastings Ininsclf 
was carried away by the torrent of eloquence, and remnrl cd 
that for half an hour he really considered himself the greatest 
miscreant in England The management of tho impeachment, 
for any detail of which, however, it is not possible to fin 1 
space m this brief sketch, was left by Mr Pitt in the hands 
of Ins opponents tilts Whigs, and it was conducted m a spirit 
of rancour, winch in tl is fige of moderation, is regarded with 
nmaziment The whble proceeding is inseparably connected 
with the traditions and the credit of that party, and hence, 
after thclaj sc of three quarters of opentnry , its jmhtical chief 
still o. nsidera that the “whole of Hastings 9 policy own* 
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conceived in an Indian spirit of trick, perfidy, cruelty and 
falsehood " TJd acquit Hastings Of criminality would ne- 
cessarily imply the severest reflection on the conduct of 
those who applied to him the epithets of “thief,” “tyrant,” 
“ robber,* “ cheat,” “ swindler,* “ sharper," “ captain general 
of iniquity,” and “ spider of hell,” and then expressed their 
regret that the English language did not afFord tdfms more 
adequate to the enormity of Ins offerees The trial dragged* 
on for seven years, and terminated on the 23rd of April, 
179o, iu his complete and honourable acquittal It cost him 
ten lacs of rupees, and reduced him to poverty, but it has 
conferred immortality on his name 

o,™ , fr , nl Ionian acting on so great a theatre, and in 
n-inn mtioa circumstances of such extreme difficulty has ever 
oriiMuogi, j m( j jj ia p^Ijc conduct, and Ins private corres- 
pondence subjected to an ordeal lil e that to which Hastings 
was exposed, and there are few who could have come out of 
it ruth such credit. In tfie opinion of the ablest, though most 
censorious of the historians of British India, “He was beyond 
all question the most eminent of the clucf rulers whom the 
Company haB ever employed, nor is there any one of them 
who would not have succumbed under the difficulties he had 
to encounter ’’ The impartial xerdict of posterity has long 
since acquitted him of the enmes charged on him That nc 
was not free from blame, the preceding narrative has abund- 
antly shown, but his offences are cast into the si ade when 
we contemplate the grandeur of Ins whole career, and we 
may adopt the opinion of one of the most eminent statesmen 
of the day, “ Though he Was not blameless if there w as 
a bald place on hts head it ought to be covered with 
laureli " ITis presidency was a great epoch in the history 
of onr Indian empire On his amwl in Bengal as governor, 

1 1 found the Company in possession -of a 1 irgo and fertile 
timtory, but without any rule of government except that 
which had descended to it from its commercial institutions, 
and no rule of policy out that which the accident of the 
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day sup^K'd It was lie who organised the administration 
and consolidated the political power of the British empire m 
the East While he was anxious to avoid territorial acquisi- « 
turns, he get lus heart on extending our political influence to 
every court, and making the Company the leading power in 
India, and the arbitrer of its destinies Tins task he accom- 
plished wftulc opposed and thwarted by his colleagues, counter- 
•acted and reviled by his ijupenors, and enjoying but accidental 
and temporary authority/ While the king of England and 
Ins mimsteiB were losing an empire m the west, lie was 
building upon an empire in the east To the natives of India 
lus impeachment was an incomprehensible enigma They had 
followed him to lus embarkation with tlicir regrets, and when 
ho had been deprived of all power, and had become the butt 
of persecution, the pnnccs of India, whose confidence he w as 
said to have forfeited, hastened to offer lnm the spontaneous 
homage of their admiration Nor to this day is he rcgaidcd m 
India in any other light than as one <5f the most moderate and 
roost honourable, as well as the ablest of British rulers 
feieet»™i The exclusive privileges granted to tbo East 
miLw«h mi— India Company were to cipue upon tlirco years' 
notice, after the 2oth of March, 1785, and negotia- 
tions weie therefore opened between the India hoi^e and the 
Treasury, towards the dose of that year, w Inch turned chiefly 
on two pomts, the right of the Crown to all tciritoncs ac- 
quired by its subjects, and the share due to the public of the 
ad\antages winch the Company enjoyed. On the 9th of 
April, 1781, Lord North brought forward eight propositions 
in the House of Commons relative to the government of 
India, so unpalatable that tnc Court of Directors refused to 
apply for the renew'd of the Charter on such terms But the 
Company was strong in the House and in the country, while 
the Ministry was tottenng A compromise w is, therefore, 
effected between the parties The question of right to the 
territories acquired in India was left in aliejaucr, and tho 
existing \ nviligcs were extended with scared j any modifies- 
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toon to a ptnod of three years, after notice had beeh given 
on the 1st oi March, 2791 The Company was likewise 
required to pay to the Treasury the sum of forty lacs of 
lupces in hen of all arrears doe to the nation, ?nd three 
fourths of their surplus profits, after the payment of a dm 
dend of eight per 1 ^ cent , were to go to the state In February 
of the year 3781, the petitions, formerly mentioned, from 
the inhabitants of Calcutta against the encroachments of the 
Supreme Court were presented to t!*c House, and it was agreed 
to refer them to a. Select Committee, of which Mr Burke 
was the life and soul, and winch is remembered by the twelve 
able reports drawn up by bis pen and submitted to Parba 
went It was these reports which for the first time diffused 
through tho community in England a distinct view of the 
origin and progress of our rule in India, and of the un 
porfance of the national interests which had grown up On 
the receipt of the intelligence of Ilyder Ah s irruption into 
the Carnatic, the Minister moved for the appointment a 
Secret Committee to inquire into the cause of the war, ana 
the state of tho Bnti h possessions on that coast Sis reports 

were presented by this Committee, through its chairman, 
Mr Dundas * 

sfoi on for ib<? On the 9th of April 178 9 , Mr Dundas moved 
rec»n of that the reports be referred to a Committee of the 
UisbDg*, i si. w jj 0 | e 2 Jo USe> nnd jn a speech of three hours 
duration, denounced the conduct of the Presidencies m Ind a, 
whom he charged with having plunged the nition into wars 
for the sake of conquest, violated tho engagement of treaties 
and plundered and oppressed the native* He censured the 
Court of Directors for reprobating the conduct of their 
servants abroad only when it was not'atfended with profit 
The House at once adopted the clftrges brought against Sir 
Thomas Tumbold, the late governor Of Madras, and a bill of 
pains and penalties was introduced but in consequence of the 
unsettled state of parses, it dropped throi gh leaving the 
black stain of his iniquities still attached to 1 13 character 



430 rox’s India Dili- [cntr* 

On the 80th of May, 1782, Mr Dundas moved for the recall 
of Mr Hastings fiom Bengal, and Mr Hornbjofiom Bombay, 
for having in sundry instances acted m a maimer repugnant to 4 
the honour and policy of the nation, and thereby brought gi eat 
calamities on India, and enormous expenses on the Comj any 
The House voted Hastings a recall, the Court of Dncctors 
followed*thc example, but the Comt of Proprietors, which at 
this time comprised mca t of high standing and great eminence 
m the country, resoUed that the Court of Directors was not 
bound to pay any attention to the suggestions of only one 
branch of the legislature, and passed a vote of than) s to 
Hastings This act of independence, which was relented by 
both parties in the House, sealed the doom of that Couit 
Mr Dundas declared it to be dangerous m principle and 
insulting to the authority of Parliament, and when lie camo 
into power two years subsequently, assisted m giving a death 
blow to its power 

Foxi*Wi* The pccumaiy embarrassments in which tho 
Bill, 1183 . Company was involved by the bills draw u for tho 
expenses of the war in the Carnatic, damaged their position 
in no small degree On the 5th of March they presented 
a petition to the House stating that of the * Bum exacted 
of them for the benefit of the nation, they had paid tlmty 
lacs, but were unable to find tlic remainder, though it was 
only ten bus, and moreover, that they could not carry on 
tho government of India for another twelvemonth, without 
the loan of a croro of rupees Two Acts were passed for 
their relief , but this application, combined with the reports 
of the two Committees, and tho damaging deb lies in tho 
House, produced a deep impression on the public mind and 
there was a general demand for somo measure cr mmuisurato 
with tho unfortanco and exigency of the case Mr fox, then 
at the head of the ttilitiou Mimsliy, was iir a td by tho 
national xoco to legislate for India, and 1c cor seqn ntly 
brought forward Ins ctl brated India Bill Both Clive at d 
Hastings had icon imcudcdtotl c Pm ie Ministers of the da), 
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to Lord Chatham and Lord .North, that the government of 
Ind a si mild l>^ conducted in the name and uuder the autho- 
rity of the king But Mr Foxs Bill went much further 
Ho proposed that all the powers of government jhnul 1 bo 
transferred for a period of four years, from the Conifanj to 
a Board consisting oi seven Commissioners, U be nominated in 
the first instaice by Parliament, and afterwards* by the 
Crown The trade of the Company^ was to be managed by 
i inc assistant directors, to be eventually chosen by tl e pro 
pnetors of Ii dia btock. Another Bill was 1 hLWise introduced 
for the reform of abuses in India, but its provisions were 
without a igour or soundness. A hobbj of Mr Francis was 
also adopted, and the zemindars were declared to be the 
hered taiy proprietors of the lands of which they collected 
the rev tnue As regarded making war or alhai ces with the 

native powers, the supreme authority m India was to be 
placed under more sea ere restriction**, and rendered more 
subordinate than before? to the Board of Commissioners, 
fourteen thou*=a id miles off, in England. 

Pcfettomi* The motives of Mr Fox, m the introd iction of 
lnijiBui, tl s bill, were pure and benevolent. He really 
1 S4- believed that it was his mission ‘ to rescue the 

greatest number of tl c human race that ever were so gne 
viously oppressed from the greatest tyranny that ever was 
exercised. B it the bill was considered da igerous to the 
bbertics of the i ation The patronage of India wa* estimated 
to be worth two crorcs of rupees a year, and as tl e pru ciplo 
of conpctitivc appointments had not then been dscovercd, 
it was be! evtd tl at the transfer of it to the Cro\ i or to tho 
mia ster w< uld destroy the balance of the cui st tntion It 
was tl erefore oj posed by -many from., the n t j atr otic 
motives, 11 e Court of Directors, threatened with c\ti ction, 
filled the cou try with their complaints and a rl d tl at 
after such a w 1 itioa vf chartered rights, no j i run n in 
Englai d w is secure The cry was echoed in I rli e t ly 
ilort} or for y of those dhom the spoil# of tut. coat or me 
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]ob9 of'tlic Tnfln h(w*e, had lifted into tlic serntc, and v. Iio 
presented a farm plmhnx of oj position to aobill which cat 
off their children and connections from the prospect of similar* 
fortunes* Every engine vw set in motion to defeat this 
measure, jet it passed the lower House by a triumphant 
majority of 208 to 102 But the king had been alarmed by 
the assurance, that it would tal e the diadem from Ins head, 
and i Wee it on the brov,sof Mr Fox lie, therefore, adopted 
the unconstitutional coi/rso of authorising Earl Temple to 
'inform the peers, that he should consider any one who toted 
for it as no ft lend of his The nouso of Lords therefore 
threw out tho bill, and at midnight the king sent a messenger 
to the ministers, whom lie cordially hated, to announce their 
dismissal « 

Mr w 1 1 indm Mr Wdham Pitt, then twenty four j ears of age, 
ran i si tths placed at the head of tho new ministry, and, 
after struggling for several months with an adverse House 
of •Commous, at length apj ealed to the countrj , and obtained 
a majority of 160 The East India Company, then the most 
powerful corporation in England, had assisted him with their 
influence at the elections, and their interests w ere not for- 
gotten when he was in power Their chief revenue was 
derived from the monopoly of the tea trade They w ere m 
arrears for duty to the extent of a croic of rupees, which tliej 
asked him to remit The duty of 50 per cent then levied on 
the importation of the article, gave encouragement to 
smuggling, and thereby diminished the resouices of tl e Com 
pany Mr Pitt reduced it to 12^ pei cent , and endeavoured 
to make up the loss of sixty lacs of rupees v. hich it entailed, 
by an increase of the very objectionable tax on windows and 
light On the 18th of August • he introduced his India JfaJJ 
in a speech in which lie* denounced, in no equivocal terms, 
the misconduct of the governors in Ind a He had before 
him the three planB for the improvement of the government, 
which had hecn drawn up during the previous three years by 
Lord North, Mr Pundas and Mr Fox, from each of which ho 
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borrowed some of the materials of his own hilt lie pfoposed 
the appointment of a Board of Commissioner^ consisting of 
•sis members of the Pnvy Conned, with power to check, 
superintend and control, all the acts, operations and »oncem«, 
connected with the cml and mihtary government, and the 
rei enues of India The Court of Directors were to submit to the 
Commissioners, not only the letters received from fndia, as 
before, but all those which were trajsmitted by them. All 
despatches and orders dictated by the Board were to be im 
plicitly obeyed. At the same time a committee of secrecy was * 
constituted, consisting of three Directors, through whom all 
important communications from the Board were to be sent , an 
intenor cabinet was thus established at the India House, which 
excluded twenty one of the Directors from all 6hare of political 
power The Court of Proprietors, which had recently set th^ 
Hon e of Commons at defiance was restricted from interfering 
with any of the decisions of the Board, and was thus redaced 
to utter insignificance lVo other provisions were in«ert£U, 
the one to compel everv officer returning from India to dclirei 
a schedule oF the property he had acquired , the other to 
e'dabli k a separate and august tribunal in England, for the 
trial of great delinquents. But these anomalous enactments 
were speedjy abrogated It was alsi declared in this till 
that the pursuit of schemes of conqueat was repugnant to the 
wish "to the honour and the policy of the British nation, and it 
was therefore enacted, ‘ that it should not be lawful for the 
Governor General without the express authority and concord 
of the Court of Directors, or of the Secret Committee, either to 
declare or commence hostilities, or to enter into any treaty 
for making war 3gmnst any of the native princes or states in 
India, or any treaty guaranteeing the dominions of such 
princes or states, except when ho tdities should have been 
commenced, or preparations actually made for the attack of 
the British nation in India, or of some of the states and 
pnnecs whose dominions it shall be engaged by subsisting 
♦jzwijist ta 'InffmiU* Haw fax this attempt to sto^ the. qjsYw.tn. 
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of tho Tlntish empire by Act of Parliament w as successful, 
■will be seen in the course of this history • 

Companion 01 It is difficult to account satisfactorily for the* 
ths mu*. i7jj* reprobation of Mr Fox’s bill, and the commenda- 
tion bestowed on that of Mr Pitt In both tho monopoly of 
the trade to India and China was left to the Company, and 
the Directois were to be chosen by tho Proprietors The 
object of both was the e.ame, to deprive the Court of Directors 
of all power m the government of India, and transfer it to the 
Mmistrj of the da}, by whom, in both cases, the Commis 
sioncrs were to be appointed, for the Crown meant its respon 
eiblc Ministers But, then, Mr Pitt left to the Company the 
semblance of power while he imperceptibly took away the 
reality IIo left the Court of Directors all tho trappings of 
greatness, their grand house, their mag-niGccnt banquets, and 
their vast patronage , they were still the grandest corporation 
in the grandest city of the world , but, there was tho check- 
ering behind the machinery, which controlled all its move 
ments Front the passing of this bill in 1784, to tho period 
when, in 1858, Mr Fox’s plan was consummated, and the 
government^ India distinctly transferred to the Crown, the 
administration of India was conducted under tho absolute 
control of the President of the Board, though in*the name of 
the Company The government of India was a despotism at 
home, and a despotism abroad The Indian Minister was, it is 
true, responsible to Parliament, but the responsibility became 
a farce, when the members rushed out of the house at the 
name of India 3Ir Dundas was appointed the first President 
of tho Board and continued for sixteen years to manage the 
affairs of India with ability which has never been surpassed 
The office has smee been considered one of inferior importance 
and dignity, and, with Occasional exceptions, has been left to 
second, and even tMrd rate men Indeed, there are Few cir- 
cumstanci s more striking in the history of our Indian empire, 
than tie contrast presented by t£e brilliant genius of it * 
successive Governors General, and the dull mediocrity of 
those who have presided over the government at home 
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justice, ami estal Imlung a fund for their liquidation Mr Pitt’s 
India Hill contained the samo enactment, and the Court of 
Directors entered upon the dnt> with great 7tal, but t>eforo 
the clc^ctd 17HI Mr Dundaa took the affair out of their 
lnnds, and deti nmnod to pnj off the demands without any 
investigation vvliati ver *lo determine tho order of payment 
he diwdid them into three classes, and directed that the sum 
< f twelve hi s of pago lay should bo annually appropriated to 
thisolject, giving the j n.Cu deuce, however, to the jnvato 
debts, over the d«bt due to the Company. The Court of 
Directors r< mi nstrated against this preposterous arrange- 
ment, and justl} j leaded thur prior right to the rej ayniCJit 
of the excuses they had incurred, almost to their own banh- 
ruptcj, in defending the Carnatic from II\ dor’s invasion, and 
for winch tho ft vbob had already made an assignment of 
Feven lacs of pagodas a jear Hioy reprobated the pi-oj>osal 
to divert «nj portion of this enm to satisfy the demands of 
his fraudulent creditors But the powers of government had 
passed out of their hands The President of the Board of 
Control refused to reconsider bis deewon, and the Bubject 
was brought before the House in February, 178.3 It was on 
this occasion that Air Burho delivered his celebrated speech 
on the Nabob’s debts, and consigned the Bcnfiek^, and tho 
Athinsons, and tho whole crew of Madras extortioners, to 
everlasting infamy He ascribed the singular course j ursued 
by Mr Dunda3 to tho exercise of Parliamentary influence It 
appeared that Paul Bcnfield bad been enabled to maho no 
fewer than eight members at the recent election, from funds 
buj plied by the Nabob of Arcot, and their votes were placed 
at the disposal of the Mmistiy “This,” exclaimed Mr Burke, 

“ was the golden cup of abominations , th s tho chalice of tho 
fornications of rapine, usifry, and oppression, which was held 
out by the gorgeous ‘eastern harlot, which bo many of the 
people — so many of the nobles had drained to the very dregs “ 
But so powerful was the Ministry in the^IIousc, that they did not 
con lcscend even to notice this bnlhaot speech Mr Dundas's 
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two dul. spots m our Indian administrations, and they appear 
all the. more scandalous when contrasted wife the generit 
integrity and justice of our proceedings * 

_ t. In the next question which Mr Dundis look m 
the Canutic, hand — the revenues of the Carnatic — his decision 
1785 was equally unfortunate The irruption of Hy dcr 

Ah into tl5e proi nice had constrained Hastings to demand an 
assignment of all the revenues of the Carnatic to prov ide for 
its offence, with the resefvation of one sixth for the expenses 
of the Nabob The Nabob was obliged to submit, but under 
the influence of his creditors, who refused to advance money 
without fresh tun*aics, he spared no exertion or artifice to 
defeat the arrangement, and at length sent an agent to 
Hastings to appeal against the measures of Lord Macartney 
Hastings imprudently listened to his tale of wrong, and 
issued an order for the restitution of the assignment The 
districts had been placed under the able management of a 
boa^d of honest men, and had yielded a larger revenue than 
they had ever produced before, to surrender them to the 
Nabob would have reduced the Presidency to destitution at a 
tune when the army was seven months in arrears An angry 
discussion arose between Madras and Calcutta, but Ixird 
Macarteny at length succeeded in retaining the revenues, anu 
his conduct received the approbation of the Court of Directors 
But Mr Dundas had not l ecu many months at the head of 
the Board of Control before he ordered them to bo peremp- 
torily given back, on the ground that the War had ceased, 
and that ‘ it was nece-sary to give to all the {towers of 
India a strong proof of the national faith * Hie Nabob 1 ad 
received a much larger amount of ready money from the 
punctual payment of* his sliaic of the revenues tl an he had 
ever received before from*the districts and he could thcrciorc 
have no interest in rufummg the management of thun But 
it was of the highest importance to h s creditors, t f whom 
Bei field was the representative, and^ nt the same time, tho 
Nabobs chief a lvutr ui all su h mature, to rigaiu thur hold 
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nutted hi? reasons to the Court of Directors the chief of which was 
that these landholders were endeavouring to bafflo tho£omnussioners, 
and that the Court declared themselves perfectly satisfied with the 
course he had adopted. When the matter came under Parliamentary 
investigate^ it was attested by four w itncsses that at the Madras 
Presidency transactions of this nature had al \ays been conducted 
by the President himself, and subsequently communicated to the 
Board 

Begardihg the \ ribe of a lac of rupees to his secretary, Mr Red 
head by Seetaram raj it is shown that Mr Redhead never enjoyed 
the confidence of Sir Thomas and was dismissed within a few months 
of his arrival at Madras and died soon after A paper was discovered 
among his effects which purported to be a translation from the on 
ginal m the Qentoo language containing a promise on the part 
of Seetaram raj to pay him a lac of rupees on the performance of cer 
tain services It w as not attested by Seetaram or by Mr Redhead 
His executors however sued the native for the amount in the 
Mayor a Court and obtained a decree, which was reversed ou appeal 
by the President m Council An attempt was made to implicate 
Sir Thomas in the odium of this transaction, hut the counsel for the 
bill found that it could not be sustained and abandoned the charge 
It is stated in the histories of India that when Sir Thomas sum 
moned tho 2emnidars of the northern 51 rears to Madras Viziram 
raj the zemindar of Vizagapatam, declined to obey the injunction, 
pleading the injury which his estates would suffer from his absence 
but that his brother Seetaram raj hastened thither and succeeded 
in obtaining from Sir I homas Kumbold the entire command of the 
zennndary in spite of his brother g remonstrances The version of 
this affair given m these papers, and substantiated by documentary 
evidence presents it in a totally different aspect Seetaram was the 
eldest son and the lawful heir of the principality, but under the 

E ressure of palace intrigues was induced to relinquish Lis right to 
is brother and to consent to act as his dewan or Steward in which 
capacity he managed the estates with such fidehty and benefit as in 
a few years to double the rent roll A competitor at length succeeded 
in poisoning the mind of Viziram raj against his brother, and sup- 
planted him in his offee Seetaram was at Madras seeking the 
intervention of the publio authorities before the arrival of Sir Thomas 
who determined if possible to reconcile the 1 rotbers The new 
dewan who was a defaulter to the extent of £90 000 was directed 
to proceed to the zemiudary, and brmg tip his accounts Sir Thomas 
embraced the opportutity of his absence which relieved Yiziram 
from tho spell of hi9 wfluence#to make up the fam ly quarrel Seetaram 
was re appointed dewan ^ind cont nuea to live in harmony w th his 
brother and secured the punctual payment of the pubbe revenue, 
and promoted the improvement of tl e family property 
TLe most important senes of events elucidated by*theso documents 
is that \ Inch refers to the transfer of the Gtfctoor sircar which has 1 eon 
ass u m ed, without question, as the cause of the conf deracy formed to 


of the Madras Council, and submitted to Mr Hastings, who made 
divers alterations, and then returned it to be carne^mto effect, with 
his full concurrence A detachment of British troops was then sent 
to occupy the province, who were obliged to cross a comer of a dis 
trict whicfe Ilyder had recently added to Jus dominions The Court 
of Directors likewise commended the meritorious conduct of Sir 
Thomas in concluding the treaty 

The Nizam and Hyder resented this proceeding, but their indigna- 
tion ouly sorted to demonstrate the wisdom and policy of it 'lhe 
Nizam reproiched his brother for having rented the sircar to the 
English, when he should ha^j made it over to Ilyder A4i. II) der had 
resolved to oust Basalut Jung and tak“ possession of the province, 
which would give him a position on the flank of the Carnatic, and a 
port on the Coromandel coast He was irritated by the promptness 
with which this design was frustrated, and vowed that he would not 
allow the sircar to pass into the hands of “ his old and hitter enemies ’ 
By a singular error, accidental or otherwise, the w ord “ enemy ’ w as 
substituted for “enemies, ’ and t he declaration was thus made to ap 
ply to Mahomed All, the nabob of the Carnatic, autl not to the com 
pany whom Ilyder always regarded with a feeling of rancorous 
hatred 

With regard to the tribute of seven lacs of rupees a year the papers 
state that it had fallen into arrears before the arrival of Sir Thomas 
lUEnbold The Nizam was pressing for payment, and the Madras 
Government bad earnestly entreated the Governor General to assist 
them with funds to discharge it The Madras Presidency w as reduced 
to such a state of poverty, that when the troops had been paid for one 
month they knew not where to look for the nest supply Mr Holland 
was sent to Hyderabad, not to mate a poutive demand of remission 
to be eventually supported by violeuce, but to solicit a reduction of 
the sum, on the plea of poverty, and if the Nizam appeared to be 
propitious, to propose the entire relmauishmeut of it, coupled with 
certain propositions which it was thought would appear an equivalent 
for the sacrifice If they were rejected, he was instructed to assure 
the Nizam that the current tribute, as well as the arrears, would bo 
paid “ as soon as they were jn cash. ' Mr Holland found on his ar 
rival, that the Nizam had taken the French force dismissed by Basalut 
Jung into hi9 own service, which, considering that t) e Lnglish wen, 
then at war with the French, was a gross breach of the treaty, and the 
Governor of Madras strenuously remonstrated with the Nizam for 
openly protecting and encouraging the enemies of the Company 
Mr Holland therefordinfermed him that the payment of the tribute 
would be made on his giving full satisfaction regarding the hrench 

troop® *- 

Ihe hostile confederacy formed by the Nizam is attributed by 
the historians to the irritation produced in t! t tnind of the Nizam 
by the Gu ltooi transactions and the tribute negotiations But the 
documeuts show that it was formed before they had occurred, and 
that tins fact was admitted by the Govern or- General himselt The 
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unjustifiably manner The law officers of the Crown condemned 
these proceedings ns myu*t Some of tho more important dllcgv 
tions its the bill were abandoned and others l r he down when, 
brought to the test of evidence, and the ) ill itself was withdrawn 
twenty nynth<> after it had been prc*i nted, by a motion that It l* 
read that day nr months. 

It it to l«* hop**d that this valuable collection of document* will 
at no distant period lie given to lie public f r the inf nnation of 
those whS take an interest in the history of Hnltsh India, and tho 
guidance of those who may hereafter treat of this subject. 



